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SC cracks down

B The SC issued notices on a PIL by Uday Mahurkar seeking curbs on obscene and
pornographic content on OTT and social media platforms.

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Monday called

it an “important
concern” and sought re-
sponses from the Cen-
tre and others on a plea
seeking a ban on stream-
ing of sexually explicit
content on OTT and so-
cial media platforms.

A bench of Justices B
R Gavai and Augustine
George Masih said it was
either for the legislature
or the executive to come

India, France
seal Rs 64000
Crores Rafale
jet deal for
Naval power

boost
New Delhi

India and France on

Monday inked an in-
tergovernmental agree-
ment to procure 26 na-
val variants of Rafale
fighter jets at a cost of
around Rs 64,000 crore
for the Indian Navy.

The pact provides
for setting up of a pro-
duction facility for Ra-
fale fuselage as well as
maintenance, repair and
overhaul facilities for
aircraft engines, sensors
and weapons in India,
according to the defence
ministry.

The agreement will
also facilitate the trans-
fer of technology for the
integration of indigenous
‘weapons in India, it said
without elaborating.

The ministry said the
delivery of the aircraft
would be completed
by 2030, with the crew
undergoing training in
France and India.

India is procuring the
jets for deployment on
board aircraft ~carrier
INS Vikrant.

Manufactured by
French defence major
Dassault Aviation, the
Rafale-Marine is a carri-
er-borne combat-ready
aircraft with proven op-
erational capabilities in
the maritime environ-
ment.

The sealing of the
mega deal came three
weeks after the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
cleared the procurement.
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Failed as CM, how can

[ push for...:

Omar on

Pahalgam attack

Jammu

he Jammu and
TKashmir Assem-

bly  unanimous-
ly passed a resolution
on Monday expressing
shock and anguish over
the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam and resolved
to fight resolutely to
defeat the nefarious de-
signs to disturb commu-
nal harmony and hinder
progress.

The resolution, moved
by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary
during a special session
of the Assembly, was
passed by voice vote. At
the beginning of the ses-
sion, House members

observed a two-minute
silence to pay homage
to the 26 people killed
in the tragedy last week.

“The Legislative As-
sembly of Jammu
and  Kashmir  reaf-
firms its unwavering
commitment to foster
CONTD ON  PAGE-2
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UK tour in light of
Pahalgam attack
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People are forgetting ~
the importance of /
partnerships in T20s: K

hli

T

government

has blocked 16 Pa-

kistani ~ YouTube
channels for allegedly
disseminating “false,
provocative and com-
munally sensitive con-
tent” about India and
has also strongly object-
ed to the BBC's report-
age on the Pahalgam
attack, officials said on

Gavai said in an appar-
ent reference to recent
attacks on the judiciary.
Solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, said

the government would | Monday.
not take it as an adver- The government’s
sarial litigation. move follows recom-

mendations  from the
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs in the wake of the
April 22 terror attack in
the upper reaches of the
Kashmir resort town in
which 26 people, most-

“Kindly monitor it here.
We will come out with
something which balanc-
es the freedom of speech
while (Article) 19 (2) is
taken care of,” he said.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

out with measures to

deal with the issue.
“This is not within our

domain. As it is, there is

lot of allegation that we
are encroaching upon
the legislative and exec-
utive powers,” Justice

ly tourists, were killed.
Besides, the Ministry of
External Affairs will be
monitoring reporting of
the BBC, which termed
terrorists as militants,
officials said.

The YouTube chan-
nels blocked are Dawn
News, Irshad Bhatti, SA-
MAA TV, ARY NEWS,
BOL NEWS, Raftar, The
Pakistan Reference, Geo
News, Samaa Sports,

Govt bans 16 Pak YT channels,
raps BBC for ‘militants’ use

on online obscenity >

GNN, Uzair Cricket,
Umar Cheema Exclusive,
Asma Shirazi, Muneeb
Farooq, SUNO News
and Razi Naama.

“On the recommenda-
tions of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, the Gov-
ernment of India has
banned Pakistani You-
Tube channels for dis-
seminating provocative
and communally sensi-
tive content, false and
misleading  narratives
and misinformation
against India, its Army
and security agencies
in the backdrop of the
tragic Pahalgam terror
incident in Jammu and
Kashmir,” officials said.
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SC cracks
down on
online

obscenity

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Mehta said some of
the contents were not
only obscene but also
“perverse”,

Though some regula-
tions in this regard were
in existence, he said.
certain more were in
contemplation.

Advocate Vishnu
Shankar Jain, appearing
Tor the petilioners, said
it was not an adversari-
al litigation and the plea
raised a serious concern
over such contents on
over-the-top (OTT) and
social media.

Jain said such content
was displayed without
any checks or restrictions.

“Mr solicitor, you
should do something,”
Justice Gavai told Meh-
ta.

The law officer said

ildren were more ex-
posed to all this nowa-
days.

“Some of the things
which are in regular
programmes, the lan-
guage, the contents... is
ol such a nature that it is
not only vulgar, it is per-
verse,” he said.

Mehta said some of
the content was so per-
verse even Lwo respecia-
ble men couldn't sit and
wateh it together.

He said he only eon-
dition was that such pro-
grammes were for view-
ers aged over 18 years
but cannot be controlled:

The bench referred to
the use of cell phones by
children

“They (children) are
quite adapt. It is a good
thing, provided they
reach the correct web-
site,” Melita said.

Failed as CM,
how can I push
for...: Omar on
Pahalgam attack

CONT FROM PAGE-1

an environment of
peace, development,
and inclusive pros-
perity for all its eiti-
zens, and to resolutely
defeal the nefarious
designs of those who
seek to disturb the
communal  harmony
and progress of the
nation and of Jam-
mu and  Kashmir,”
the resulnuun stated.
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Congress moves to disown leaders’

remarks on Pahalgam attack

______New Delhi

Congress on
Monday distanced
itsell from the con-

troversial comments of
some of its leaders on
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, saying thal only the
recent CWC resolution
and the views expressed
by ALCC chiel Mallikar-
jun Kharge, Rahul Gan-
dhi and authorised ATCC
ollice-bearers represent
its position.

The opposition par-
ly's asserlion comes in
the wake of mmdr_ka by

deltiwar, Mani -Shankar
Aiyar, Shashi Tharoor,
“Tarig Hameed Karra and
Saifuddin Soz that have
triggered a row, with the
BJP dllegmg that some
from the Dppusmun par-
ty were speal Paki-

stan’s language”.

‘I'he Congress Working
Committee had termed
the Pahalgam attack
masterminded by Paki-
stan as a direct assault
on the values of our re-
public. It also ealled for
a comprehensive exam-
ination of intelligence
failures  and  security
lapses.

Both Kharge and G
dhi had expressed sup-
porl to the government
on whatever action it
takes on the matter,

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge com-
munications Jairam
Ramesh said, “I'he Con-
gress  Working  Com-

mittee had met on April
24, 2025, and passed a
resolution on the brutal
terror attack on tourists
in Pahalgam two days
earlier.

“Thereafter, on the
evening of April 24,
2025, the Congress Pres-
ident and the Leader of
the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha attended the
all-party meeting and
put fm'wwul the party's
views."

"Some Congress lead-
ers have been speaking
to the media. They speak
for themselves and do
nu| relleu the Congress’

There should be ab-

The party’s

) ¥ - e
solutely no doubt what-
soever at this most
sensitive of times that
the CWC resolution,
the views expressed
by Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi and
the views of authorised
AlCC office-bearers
ALONE represent the
position of the Congress
(sic),” Ramesh said in a

post on X.
The stalemenl came
after the BJP asked

Kharge and Gandhi if
their call for national
unity was merely a for-
mality and cited com-
ments of Congress lead-
ers questioning the need
for war with Pakistan

BPTP Donates Two Advanced Life
Support Ambulances to Amrita Hospital

__ Faridabad
com-
mitment to community
welfare and accessible
healthcare, BPTP Lim-
ited—has _donated two
state-of-the-art
vanced  Life Suppun.
(ALS) ambulances to
Amrita Hospital, Farid-
abad. These ambulanc-
es (Make: Force; Ti
AMB 3350 FM2.6CR
BSVL2 10+P AC PS ABS
AlS125 TYPE-D) are ful-
1y equipped to handle
medical  emergencies,
critical .J.u.u.lems, ant
urgent health crises.
Amrita Hoap:lal will
manage und operate
these ambulances as per
the terms of a formal
Memorandum of Un-

a dis-

cussion on the reso-
lution, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, who
also holds the tourism
portfolio, condemned
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack and admitted that
he failed in his respon-
sibility of ensuring a
safe return for tourists.

“The security in
Jammu and Kashmir
is not the responsi-
bility of the E[lEﬂEd
government, but [ will
nol use this opporin-
nity (terror attack) to
seek statehood. How
can [ push for slate-
hood using the Pa-
halgam terror attack?”

Underlining  the
impact of the ghast-
ly attack on the entire
country, he said, “From
nortli to south and from
east to west.. from
Arunachal to Gujarat
and Jammu and Kash-
miir to Kerala... the en-
tire country has been
affected by this attack.”

Abdullah  said the
Baisaran  attack took
place after a gap of 21
years. “We thought
such altacks were a slo-
ry of the past. Unfortu-
nately, this (Pahalgam)
altack has recrealed a
situation we hoped had
been left behind. We
never know when an-
other such attack might
take place. 1 do not
have the words to seek
forgiveness from the
families who lost their
dear ones,” he said.
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and used exclusively for

patient  transportation
to and from the hospital.
Udai Chawla,

Head-Marketing, BPTP
commented: "At BPTP,
we firmly believe in giv-
ing back ta the commu-
nity and fostering the
well-being of our resi-
dents. A key highlight
of our latest initiative is
that ambulance servic~
es will be ollered com-
pletely free of cost to
all residents of BPTP's
residential societies in
Faridabad. The donation
of these two advanced
ambulances o Amri-
ta Hospital reflects our
strong commitment to
social responsibility and
accessible  healtheare
Through this initiative,
we aim to stre

This initiative

services.
underscores a shared vi-
sion to strengthen emer-

geney medical infra-
structure: and improve
response time for resi-
dents across Faridabad.
The ambulances will
be deploved in accord-
ance with Amrita Hos-
pital’s medical protocols

Rajnath Singh briefs PM Modi on J-K

New Delhi
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Monday
briefed Prime Minis-
ter Nurendra Modi on
the security situation
in Jammm and Kash-
mir in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack,
people familiar with the
matter said.

The briefing came as
India mulled its options
to punish those behind
the terror attack on
April 22 that killed 26
crvilians.

Citing “cross-border
linkages" to the horrif-
ic incident, India has
promised severe punish-
ment to those involved
in the strike that (rig-
gered widespread out-
rage. within India and
abroad.

There was mo offical
word on Singh's nearly
40-minute meeting with
PM Modi.

On Sunday, the prime
minister said the “perpe-
trators and conspirators”

en oy medical
services in Faridabad
and ensure that timely,
life-saving care is avail-
able when it matters
most. We are confident
that ‘our collaboration
with Amrita Hospital
will bring lasting value
and a positive impact
to the lives of peaple
across the region.”

of the Pahalgam attack
will be “served with the
harshest response”.
“The whole waorld
stands with 140 crore
Indians in our fight
against terrorism. | once
again assure the affected
families that they will
get justiee, and justice
will be done,” Modi said
in his ‘Mann ki Baat’ ad-

Speaking  on  the
occasion, Swami  Ni-
jamritananda Puri,
Administrative  Direc-
tor, Amrita Hospital,
Faridabad, said: *We
are deeply grateful to
BPTP for their gener-
ous contribution to-
wards  strengthening
emergency healtheare
services in Faridabad.
These state-of-the-
arl ALS ambulances
will play a pivatal role
in saving lives by en-
suring immediate and
round-the-clock  emer-
gency medical response
A4Cross our communily.
At Amrita Hospital, we
are guided by the com-
passionate vision of our

eloved Amma— who
teaches us that selfless
service to humanity is
the highest form of wor-
ship. This collaboration
with BP'IP reflects that
spirit, enabling us to
extend timely, life-sav-
ing care to those who
need it most, complete-
ly free of cost to resi-
dents of BPTP societies.
‘Together, we are build-
ing a healthier, more re-
sponsive society.”

w—
“The perpetralors and
conspirators of this at-
tack will be served wilh
the harshest response,”
he said.

Pakistan has put its
military on high alert

following  India’s ~as-
sertion that it will hunt
down the terrorists in-
volved in the Pahalgam

and the Pahalgan terror
attack victims® account
that terrorists marked
out non Muslims,

Former Union minis-
ler Rzm Shankar Pras-
ad named a number of
Congress leaders; in-
cluding Karnataka Chief
Minister  Siddaramai-
ah, senior Maharashtra
leader Vijay Wadettiwar,
Karnataka minister R B
Timmapur and Gandhi's
brother-inlaw  Robert
Vadra, for their contro-
versial comments Lo lar-
get the opposition par-
ty’s leadership.

“Do  Rahul  Gandhi
and Mallikarjun Kharge
have no control over

assertion comes in
the wake of remarks
by leaders like Vijay
Wadettiwar, Mani
Shankar Aiyar,
Shashi Tharoor, Tarig
Hameed Karra and
Saifuddin  Soz that
have triggered a row,
with the BIP alleging
that some from the
opposition party were
speaking “Pakistan’s
language”.

their party? Or both of
them made pro forma
comments while letting
others the freedom to
speak as they wished,”
he said, adding that their
remarks are being used
in Pakistan, including
by its media, to defame
India.

The BJP had on
Sunday also eome out
strongly against the Con-
gress over veteran leader
Mani Shankar Aivar's
comment on the Pahal-
gam tragedy, accusing it
of shielding the “terror
ecosystem" zmd showing
“love for Pakistan”.

Aiyar, during a book
release evenl here on
Saturday, had wondered
whether the April 22 ter-
ror attack in the tourist
spot of Baisaran that left
26 dead, was a resull of
“unresolved questions of
the Partition”.

Somnath compound wall
should stay low says SC

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday told the Gu-
jarat government that
a compound wall, be-
ing constructed to pre-
vent eneroachment at
a demotion site near
Gir's Somnath Temple,
should be five to six feet
height.

The observations
came from a bench of
Justices B R Gavai and
Augustine George Masih
which was informed by
the state that they were
constructing a  com-
pound wall to prevent
encroachment.

Contesting the peti-
toner's claims on the
height of the compound
wall, selicitor general
Tushar Mehta, repre-
senting Gujaral, said
the authorities could
always protect a gov-
ernment land by con-
structing a compound
wall.

“Don’t have a 12 feel
wall. If you are pro-
tecting it, five feet, six
feet is enough,” Justice
Gavai observed.

Mehta said the claims

Celebrating 125 Years of Babuiji
Maharaj with Meditation and Music

New Delhi:

“The 125th birth anni-

versary  celebrations
of Pujva Babuji Maha-
raj, the second in the
lineage of Masters of
Shri Ram Chandra Mis-
sion, will be held at the
world's largest med-
itation hall at Kanha
Shanti Vanam, local-
ed on the outskirts of
Hyderabad, from 29th
/\ ril Lo 151 May 2025.

This grand event, in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture of
India, is organized by
Heartfulness TInstitute
and is expecled lo draw
over 25,000 partici-
pants from-around the
e, with many more

lnaugurahon
will be graced by Shri
Jishnu Dey Verma, the
Hon'ble Governor of
Telangana, and Shri
Jupally Krishna Rao,
the Hon'ble Minister
for Tourism and Cul-
ture of Telangana, in
the divine presence of
Rev. Daaji, Guide of
Heartfulness and Presi-
dent of Shri Ram Chan-
dra Mission. The event

situation

strike.

The Pakigtani military
has resorted to unpro-
voked firing across the
Line of Control (LoC)
in the last four days and
Indian troops responded
to them effectively.

After the terror at-
tack, India announced
a raft of punitive meas-
ures against Pakistan on
Wednesday, including
suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty, shutting
down of the only opera-
tion land border eross-
ing at Attari and down-
grading of diplomatic
lies

In response, Pakistan
on Thursday shut its air-
space lo Indian airliners
and suspended all trade
with  India, including
through third countries.
Pakistan rejected India’s
suspension of the Indus
Waters U'reaty and said
any move to stop the
flow of water would be
seen as an “act of war”.

Ageney

The inauguration will
be graced by Shri
Jishnu Dev Verma, the
Hon'ble Governor of
Telangana, and Shri
Jupally Krishna Rao,
the Hon'ble Minister
for Tourism  and
Culture of Telangana,
in the divine presence
of Rev. Daaji, Guide
of Heartfulness and

President of Shri Ram
Chandra Mission. I

will feature collective
meditation sessions led
by Rev. Daaji, which
will also be broadeast
worldwide.

Over the three days.
the celebration will not
only focus on collec-
tive spiritual awaken-
ing but also emphasize
universal brotherhood,
introspection, the
profound teachings of
Pujya Babuji Maharaj.
One of the highlights
ol the event will be the
inauguration of the
Babuji Vanam Healing

Garden for Rainfor-
est. Attendees will also
have the opportunity
to experience a special
exhibition showcasing
rare artifacts, photo-
graphs, and memora-
bilia from the life of
Babuji Maharaj.

Rev. Daaji expressed
his deep enlhusiasm
for the event, stating,
“Our hearts and spirits
are brimming with a
collective  transform-
ative experience. The
teachings of heloved
Babuji Maharaj have
impacted millions of

people  arpund  the
world. The enthusi-
astic participation

in this Bhandara is a
testament to the mil-
lions who wish to con-
sciously evolve on the
spiritual path. Babuji
Maharaj believed that
spiritual and material
aspects of life are like
two wings of a bird -
one cannot do without
the other. Heartful-
ness guides us towards
awakening and equa-
nimity on our journey
to the Ultimate Desti-
nation.”

SC orders return
of passport to
Ranveer Allahbadia

New Delhi

“The Supreme Court on

Monday allowed the re-
turn of passport to pod-
caster Ranveer Allahba-
dia to enable him travel
abroad over work.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh relaxed
the econdition after As-
sam and Maharashtra
governments said the
investigation against
him was complete.

The bench asked Al-
lahbadia to approach
the Maharashira cyber
police bureau for the re-
turn of his passport.

‘T'he top court also told
senior advocate  Abhi-
nav Chandrachud, ap-
pearing for Mlahbadm_
it would consider his
prayer for clubbing the
FIRs against his client
and bring it in one place

on the next hearing.

On Febroary 18, the
top court protected Al-
lahbadia from arrest in
multiple FIRs filed over
his comments during a
YouTube show and di-
rected him to deposit his
passport with the inves-
tigating officer of Police
Station Nodal Cyber Po-
lice, Thane.

The top court on
March 3 allowed Al-
lahbadia o resume lis
podeast “The Ranveer
Show" suh}eul to main-
laining “morality and
decenvy” and making it
suitable for viewers of
all ages.

Allahbadia, [mpuldrly
known as BeerBiceps,
was booked for his com-
ments on parents and
sex on comic Samay
Raina's YoulTube show
“India’s Got Latent”.

about a 12-feet com-
pound wall was only an
“oral assertion” of the pe-
titioner's counsel.

“We are nol pulling up
a fortso that nobody can
enter inside. It is to pre-
vent it from unauthor-
ised encroachment,” he
dded.

@

‘I'he bench observed
the compound  wall
should be of a reason-
able height and asked.
“Why do you want to
have a 12-feet com-
pound wall?”

“Make it five or six feet,”
the bench said.

Justice Gavai told Me-
hta Lo instruct the collec-
tor concerned about the
same,

“I will instruet,”
assured.

Senior advocate San-
jay Hegde, appearing for
the petitioner, said the
authorities were making
anattempt lo change the
status quo by construct-
ing a compound wall,

Mehta refuted Hegde's
claims and referred to
his previous statement
made in the top court in
thematter.
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Delhi govt unveils major health
cover for senior citizens

B Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri distributed
the first Vay Vandana cards to beneficiaries at an event in the capital.

elhi g ~
ment on Monday
launched the
Ayushman  Vay

Vandana scheme, offering
free treatment worth up to
Rs 10 lakh 1o citizens aged
70 years and above in the

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri dis-
tributed the first Vay Van-
dang cards to beneficiaries
atan event in the capital.

Under this scheme, year-
Ty medical assistance worth
Rs 5 lakh will be provided
free of cost. Additionally,
Rs 5 likh covernge will be
provided under the Delhi
government's scheme, mak-
ing the total health cover Rs
10 lakh,

Gupta said, "This is the
first programme of its kind
under the triple engine mod-
el, and T thank Prime Min-
ister (Narendra) Modi for
respecting our elderly with
this health scheme.”

"There will be no differ-
ence between the rich and
the poor; everyone will ben-

efit from this scheme, re-
gardless of their financial
background,” she said,
adding that registration
starts today, and the only
crites 5 that you must be
a Delhi citizen and hold an
Aadhanr card. You can en-
roll fram today onwards.”

Muore than 100 hospitals
in the cityare included in the
scheme and over 30,000
registered for cashless treat-

ment, This is a significs

and o

step forward, she said,
Lashing out at the previ-
0us AAP government, Gup-
ta said, “The previous gov-
ernment did an injustios by

The benefits of this s{'the
will reach everyone. We will
work together, and it is a
huge responsibility. Excns-
es won't work anymore; we

delaying this scheme in Del-
hifor seven vears due to ego
andl political reasons.”
“Now, with tripleengage
ment, we promise to bring
change to Delhi. The city
will become mare beautiful,

ill deliver the progress Del-
hi deserves,” Gupta added.

Health Minister Pankaj
Singh said it is a historical
step for Delhi's healtheare
system and the government
is working to strengthen its

health infrastructure.

"his scheme is portable,
and any Defhi resident, even
if they are oulside the city,
can entol. Chemotherapy,
1CU care, susgeries, and 961
ather medical treatments

arealsoinclude,” Singh said.
Under the Vay Vandina
Yojuna, each registered sen- mum e

Delhi max temp 40.4 deg C
air quality remains 'poor’

ature of 40.4

ior eitizen will be provided
with a unigue health
card This card will securely
store their complete health
records, regular hedlth
check-up information, and
emergency service details.
All health tests for citi-
zens aged 70 years and
above in Delli will be con-
ducted completely free of
cost under the scheme.
Gupta eardier posted on
X, "Serving the elderly is
our top priority.Now, the
Centre and Delhi govern-
ments together are provid-
ing health coverage of up o
Rs 10 lakh to senior citizens
aged 70 and above Secute
the health of your loved
ones - get the Ayushman
Vaya Vandana Card to-
day.#ViksitDelhi #Ayush-
manDelhizoPlus",

degrees Celsius on Mon-

w, 1.4 degrees above the
season's average, accord-
ing to the India Meteoro-
logical Department
(IMD).

The minimum temper-
ature settled at 23.2 de-
grees Celsius, slightly be-
low the normal by 0.6 de-
grees. The relative hu-
midity ranged between 43
per cent and 32 per cent
during the day.

Meanwhile, the citv's
air quality continued to
remain in the "poor’ care-
gory for the seventh con-

v. The average

Air Quality Index (AQI)

was recarded at 266 at 4

pm, aceording to the Cen-

tral Pollution Conirol
Board (CPCE).

According to the Cen-

tral Pollution Control
Bodrd (CPCB), an AQT be-
w i
sidered "gond’
‘satisfactory

101 and 200

‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very
poor', and qor and 500
‘severe,

The IMD has forecast a
partly cloudy sky with the
possibility of thunder and
lightning for Tuesday. The
maximum and minigum
temperatures are expect-
ed ta hover around 39 de-
grees Celsius and 25 de-
grees Celsius.

On Sunday, Delhi had a
minimum temperature of
27.2 degrees Celsius,
three notches above nor-
mal and the highest
recorded in April in the
six years. The previ-
oug highest for the month
was 28 degrees Celsius
on April 25, 2019,

25 bus shelters in Delhi to get cold water dispensers as summer approaches

New Delhi

As peak summer approach-
es, the Delhi gpvernment
transport departmient plans
{0 install "smart water dis-
pensers' at 25 bus queue
shelters and 16 bus termi-
nals.

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta recently announced an
‘annial heat action plan,
which involves providing
cold drinking water at bus

ueue shelters and cool roof
shelters for commuters.

A partofa pilot project, the
smart water dispensers will

have the capaeity to provide
100 litres per hour of RO-fil-
tered clenn and chilled drink-
ing water, an overall eapac-
ity of dispensing 800 litres
perday

The Al-camera equipped
witer coolers will monitor
the footfall and feed the re-
sults for a decision on ex-
panding the faclity at more
places.

“There will be a water-

proof digital screen, and the
Alsystem will be connected
to & dashboard for remote
monitoring, The smart dis-
penser will have the facility 1o
make public anneounce-
‘ments, and alirts about heat
wives and other informa-
tion will be disseminated,”
says the proposal.

Tenders for both the proj-
ects has been issued, and
the cost of installing dis-

Y 7 feet in height —
at bus quene shelters is Rs
210 ¢rore, and at ternuinals
Rs72lakh.

The work has to be com-
pleted in the next 30 days, ac-
cording to the proposal.

Last week, Trmsport Min-
ister Panka) Singh held a
meeting with his department
officiils to discuss the plan,

"Ensuring access to clean
drinking water is a funda-

mental necessity, especially
during  peak summer
months. By installing RO
systems al our depots, we are
taking a conerete step to pri-
oritise the well-being of our
hardworking staffand daily
commuters. This initiative
underseores our commit-
ment to building a humane
and responsive public trins-
pont systeny,” Singh had said
after the meeting,

Two held
with arms
in outer
Delhi Police

New Delhi
Two men were arrested
while on their way to ex-
tort money in outer Del-
hi's Narela Industrial
Area, an official said on
Monday.

The accused were iden-
tified as Deepal alias Lala
(28) and Lekhraj alias
Lekhu (32), the official
said, pdding that two bul-
lets were recovered from
Deepak, while a pistal
loaded with one bullet was
recovered from Lekhraj

The police said the duo
were arrested last Satur-
day when they were head-
ing towards Bhorgarh in
northwest Delhi on a mo-
torevele, with an intent to
extort ‘money, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Oniternorth) Nidhin Val-
san said.

The DCP said they were
intercepted near Ganda
Nala, behind the Samshan
Ghat at Shahpur Garhi in
Narela. when they tried
to flee upon seeing a puliee
team patrolling the area:

During interrogation,
Lekhraj revealed that he
was out on bail in a ease
after spending five years
in jail. He admitted to
having procured two pis-
tols from Aligarh around a
decade ago, one of which
had been recovered earli-
er in 2020.

A case under relevant
sections of the Arms Act
his been registered, and
further investigation is
underway, police added.

Lekhraj has previous
criminal involvements, in-
cluding multiple cases reg-
istered in 2020 under
charges of attempt to mur-
der, robbery and arms
possession, the officer
added.
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Yamuna
Authority to set
up milk, veg-
etable booths

B Neida

The Yamuna Authority is
going to set up milk and
vegetable boothsin sector
18, 20 and 22D of Yamu-
na City. Plots of 100
square meter have been
allotted for this. The work
of setting up the booths
will start here by next
month.

Yamuna Authority chief
executive officer, Dr.
Arunvir Singh said that
sector-18, 20 and 22D of
Yamuna City are the
‘higgest residential sec-
tors. There are a total of
52 blocks in these sec-
tors, In 48 of these blocks,
basic facilities including
roads, water and sewer
have been developed.

Here, Mother Dairy and
other milk companies
have been allotted plots of
100 square meters to
build milk and vegetable
booths. The allottees have
given a plan to start the
‘booths here in about a
month.

With the construction
of these booths, the peo-
ple of the city need not
have to go to other shops
for fruits, vegetables and
milk. Apart from this, the
authority has also decid-
ed to install similar kiosks
on all four sides of the air-
port's periphery.
Locals raise
grievances with
GreNo Authority

Noida
Locals of sector P-4 took up
their grievances with the au-
thorities concerned of the
Greater Noida Authority
(GreNo Authority) here on
Monday.

GreNo Authority general
manager (Project) AKSingh
visited sector P-4 with his
team on Monday and took
stock of the basic facilities.
During this visit, the people
of this sector informed about
the problems.

The people of the sector
raised the problems of stray
dogs, broken drains, lack of
dusthins and chairs in parks
onapriority basis. Theyalso
‘brought it the notice of the
authorities concerned that
stray animals kept falling
every day due to the broken
roof of the drain located
outside the sector.

Inview of the outbreak of
mosquitoes, the arrange-
ment of fogging should be
increased. A memorandum
related to the problems was
alsp submitted. Keeping in
view the concernsof the lo-
cals, the general manager di-
rected all the departments
concerned to resolve the
problems as soon as possi-
ble. Action will be taken
against the negligent em-
ployees and contractors.

Atthe same time, general
manager (Health) RK Bhar-
ti inspected sector Beta-1
along with other officials.
The leoals there informed
aboutthe dilapidated parks
and other problems.

Caregivers to get
food at GIMS for
just Rs 10

Noida

A Dhanwantri Annapurna
Centre has been set up for
providing meals to the at-
tendants of the patients ad-
mitted to the Government
Institute of Medical Sciences
(GIMS).

Gautam Buddha Nagar
DM Manish Kumar Verma
inaugurated the aforesaid
centre. Clean and nutritious
food will be available here for
just Rs. 10. Free food will
also be provided to the eco~
nomicallyweak attendants.

GIMS' director Brigadier
(Dr.) RK Guptasaid that £l
now there was a provision of
providing food in the hospi-
tal to the patients.
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JNUSU sees left dominance ABVP tastes victory

B Nitish Kumar of the All India Students' Association (AISA) secured 1,702 votes to win the post of pres:dent.mty welfare.

TSN/New Delhi

eft  candidates

bagged three ofthe

four central panel

osts inthe INUSU

election to maintain their

foothold in the premier uni-

versity while the RSS-affil-

iated ABVP ended a nine-

year phase out of office to

win the post of joint secre-
tary.

According to the results
announced by the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University Stu-
dents' Union (INUSU) elec-

Monday, Nitish Kumar of
the All India Students’ As-
sociation (ATSA) secured
1,702 votes to win the post
of president.

His elosest competitor --
Shikha Swaraj of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) - secured
1,430 votes while Students'
Federation of India (SFI)-
supported Tayabba Ahnied
polled 918 votes.

Manisha of the Demo-
cratic Students' Federation
(DSF)won the post of vice-
president by securing 1150
vaotes, ahead of the ABVP's
Nittn Goutham who polled
1,116 votes.

The DSF also bagged the
general secretary's post,
with Munteha Fatima
palling 1,520 votes, ahead of
the ABVP's Kunal Rai who
secured 1,406 votes,

The ABVP clinched the
post of joint secretary. with
Vaibhay Meena polling
1,518 votes, ahead of AISA's

Naresh Kumar (1,433 votes)
and Progressive Students'
Association (PSA) candi
date Nigam Kumari (1,256
votes).

Meena's win marked the
first time the ABVP has
bagged a central panel post
since Sauray Sharma's vie-
tory on the same post in
2015-16. The last time the
ABVP won the post of pres-
ident was in 2000-01 when
Sandeep Mahapatra had
emerged victorious.

This year's election saw a
split in the Left alliance,
with the AISA and the DSF

Nigerian who acted in
Bollywood films held with
Rs 30 lakh MDMA in Delhi

New Delhi

A Nigerian national who
had worked in several Bol-
lywood films alongside
well-known actors was ar-
rested along with an ac-
complice for drug traffick-
ing in Delhi, police said
on Monday.

The duo was caught with
354 grams of MDMA, com-
prising 769 tablets and val-
ued at around Rs 30 lakh,
they said.

The accused have been
identified as Patrik (47),a
native of Abia state in
Nigeria, and Shashikant
Ravindra Prabhu (42) from
Maharashtra.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Southwest)
Surendra Choudhary said
in a statement, "The ar-
rests were made by a spe-
cial team of the southwest
district police near

Mahipalpur.”

He said a scooter al-
legedly used for drug de-
livery was also seized from
their possession.

According to the state-
ment, Patrik had arrived in
India in 2008 on a busi-
ness visa and stayed ille-
gally after its expiry. He
found work in the film in-
dustry, featuring in various
Ballywood projects, but
later fell into drug abuse
and eventually mto traf-
fieking.

In 2019, Patrik was ar-
rested for possession of
heroin and spent three
years in jail, during which
he reportedly forged ties
with other drug peddlers.
After his release, Patrik
shifted to supplying
MDMA tablets across Del-
hiand NCR, the statement
said.

contesting as one bloc while
the SFT and the All India
Students' Federation (AISF)
formed-a coalition with the
Birsa Ambedkar Phule Stu-
dents' Association (BAPSA)
and the PSA.

The ABVP contested the
election independently.

Hailing the victory of its
alliance on three central
panel posts, AISA also
raised concern over the
ABVP's narrow win for the
post of joint secretary and
called it a challenge to the
Left's dominance on cam-
pus.

"It is indeed a matter of
concern that the ABVP has
won the post of joint secre-
tary with a margin of 85
votes. Despite this struc-
tural assault and corrup-
tion of the admission
process to ensure BJP loy-
alists in faculty positions
actasa ticket for the ruling
regime on campus, the Left
has returned to its leader-
ship position in  the
JNUSU," AISA said in a
statement.

It called the alliance's vic-
tory a mandate against the
government's New Educa-

tion Policy which, it said,
undermined public-funded
education and discriminat-
ed against marginalised
groups.

In contrast, the ABVP
called its victory "a historic

shift-in INT's political land-

and said it broke the
"so-called red

scape!
Left's
fortress”.
"This victory in JNU is
not only proof of the ABVP's
proactive hard work and
students' faith and com-
mitment to nationalist
thinking but it is also a vie-
tory for all students who

consider education as the
foundation for nation-re-
building. This is a demo-
cratic revolution against the
so-called ideological tyran-
ny established by the Left
for years in INU," the ABVP
said in a statement.

Meeny, the newly-elected
Joint secretary, said, "T am
not at all considering this
victory as my personal
achievement or gain but it's
a massive and fascinating
victory of tribal conscious-
ness and the nationalist ide-
ology, which has been sup-
pressed by the Left for
years."

“This success is an em-
bodiment of students who
want to advance in educa-

n

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Indu Lekha
w/o Late Sh. Naresh Kumar
Lumb aged about B8 years
R/ C-9/9326, Vasant Kun),
South West Delhi, Delhi-
110070, do hereby
disown/debar her son name-
fy Devesh Lumb and his fami-
ly members (i.e. namely
Meghna Verma (wife) his.
famnily from her all

tion by whaleheartedly up-
holding cultural identity
and the spirit of nation re-
building," he added.

The polls, held on April
25, witnessed about 5,500
of the 7,906 eligible stu-
dents casting their votes.

While the turnout was
slightly lower than the 73
per cent recorded in 2023,
it was among the highest
since 2012,

Twenty-nine candidates
were inthefray for the four
central panel postsand 200
for the 44 councillor seats.

In the March 2024 polls,
held after a four-year gap
following the outbreak of
Covid, the United Left won
three of the four central
panel posts while BAPSA -
- which had contested in-
dependently-- secured one.

GDA to monitor illegal constructions
with Al; workshop organized for training

Shiv Kumar

Ghaziabad
In a move to curb illegal
constructions across the
city, the Ghaziabad Devel-
opment Authority (GDA)
organized a training work-
shop today at its auditori-
um. Following the direc-
tives of the Vice Chairman,
the GDA has partnered with
Geotrix Analytics Pvt, Ltd.
to introduce Artificial In-
telligence (Al) based mon-
itoring across its eight
Z0nes,

The new system, pow-
ered by Geotrix software,
will leverage geospatial
analysis and satellite im-
agery to detect unauth
rized construction acti
ties. Officials said the soft-
ware will compare satellite
images taken three months
apart and cross-reference
them with official maps to
pinpoint illegal develop-

Jamia student molested near campus
gate university says steppmg up securlty

New Delhi

A woman day-scholar at
the Jamia Millia Islamia
(JMI) was allegedly mo-
lested near a campus gate
on Sunday night and the ac-
cused has been arrested,
police said here.

In a statement, the umi-
versity said themncident was
"unfortunate and strongly
condemnable" and swift ac-
tion was taken in the mat-
ter.

The JMI administration
reiterated its "zero-toler-
ance” palicy towards any
form of violence against
women, even as a student
organisation alleged that
the incident took place in
full view of security staff
who failed {o intervene and
claimed serious lapses in
campus security.

According to the TMI of-
ficial, the incident occurred
on Sunday night when a
woman student reported
being molested near Gate
No. 8 of the campus. The
university's proctorial and
security teams, along with
the Security Advisor and
Chief Proctor, immediately
alerted the Jamia Nagar
Police Station. Police per-
sonnel quickly arrived at

the university gate and ap-
prehended the accused. it
said, An FIR has been reg-
istered under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyava
Sanhita (BNS), and the ac-
cused is currently in police
custody with further inves-
tigation underway into the
matter.

cials, including the Vice
Chancellor, have been con-
ducting regular rounds to
reassure students, especial-
Iy women, of their safety.
The administration reit-
erated its "zero-tolerance”
policy towards any form of
violence against women and
emphaslsed its commitment

“The university add q
the situation promptly yes-
terday nightitself. The per-
petrator was immediately
nabbed, and university au-
thorities have taken multi-
ple rounds of the campus,
patrolling every nook and
comner, to ensure that the
campus remains peaceful
and secure." the JMI state-
ment said.

It added that senior offi-

to ining law and or-
der on campus.

Meanwhile, the All India
Students”  Association
(AISA) criticised the uni-
versity's handling of campus
sequrity.

ATSA alleged that the in-
cidenttook placein full view
of security staff, who failed
to intervene and allowed
the perpetrator to enter the
campus without action.

ments. This advanced AT
system has already been
successfully implemented
by the Varanasi Develop-
ment Authority, where it
has significantly improved

enforcement actions against
unauthorized constructions.

Under the new system,
senior officials will have ac-
cess to a centralized appli-
cation that provides daily

Electric buses under
Delhi's DEVI scheme
likely to launch on May 2

New Delhi
The launch of electric bus-
es under the Delhi Electric
Vehicle Integration
(DEVI) scheme is likely
to take place on May 2, of-
ficials said on Monday.

An official said that the
schemie, which was earlier
scheduled to be launched
on April 22, was post-
poned following the dec-
laration. of national
mourning over the demise
of His Holiness Pope
Francis.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta announced the de-
cision last week through a
post on X, saying that the
new Jaunch date would be
announced seon.

In a boost to last-mile
connectivity and sustain-
able transport, the gov-
ernment is set to roll out
76 electric buses from the
Ghazipur depot under the
DEVl initiative, a scheme
rebranded by the newly
formed BJP government.

The DEVI bus service
aims to strengthen feeder
connectivity to metro sta-
tions and major Delhi
Transport Corporation

(DTC) bus routes, with
each electric bus expected
to cover a route of ap-
proximately 12 kilometres.

Known as the Mohalla
Bus Service under the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government, the project
has now been rebranded
by the BJP administra-
tion, officials said.

It is a key initiative to
improve last-mile con-
nectivity in Delhi, they
said.

The service, which had
been delayed for several
months, is designed to en-
hance public transport ac-
cessibility across the cap-
ital.

monitoring updates, Based
on the Al findings, enforce-
ment teams will receive
clear instructions toinitiate
action in accordance with
existing regulations.

The workshop saw par-
ticipation from the Addi-
tional Secretary, all Execu-
tive Engineers, and Junior
Engineers of the Authority.
Tt was aimed at familiarizing
the officials with the func-
tioning of the Geotrix plat-
f()rm xmd enhancing their
y'to manage con-
stncum\ activities more ef-
ficiently and transparently.

GDA officials expressed
confidence that the adop-
tion of Al would bring
greater transparency and
effectiveness in maintaining
planning standards,
antly reducing the

ope for illegal construe-
tion activities in Ghaziabad.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis to notify to the general
public that my clients Sh. Gu-
1ab Chand 5/0 Jodha Ram,
R/0 603 Gali No.-18, Joshi
Road Karol Bagh New Delhi,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110005
and at present WZ-226, First
Floor, Sri Nagar, Shaukur
Basti, Delhi-34, aged about
86 and his wife both fiave
severed all their refations
with their both sons and
daughterin-law, grandsons &
grand daughter naemly Late.
Sh. Jawahar Singh (son), Smt.
Saroj (wife of Late Sh. Jawa-
har Singh), Sh. Gaurav
{grandson), Sh. Keshav
(erandson), Dipali tgrand
daughter), Sh. Yogender
Prakash (son), Smt. Sonali
{wife of Sh. Yogender
Prakash)and the daughter of
Sh. Yogender Prakash, who s
at present residing sepa-
rately away in an rented ac-
commiodation. My aforesaid
clients have also disowned
them from all their immov-
able and moveable proper-
ties. Any person dealing with
the aforesaid sons and their
family members regarding
their properties shall be do-
ing s attheir own risk,
consequences , responsiblfi-
ties and cost, and my clients
shall not be respensible at all
forany of their acts, deeds
and things.

(Varun Gupta)

Advocate

B-22, B.G.5.Block, Tis Hazari
Court, New Delhi-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTIGE

PUBLIC NOTICE

movable and immovable
properties and any kind of as-
sets of liahilities as their be-
havior is not well with my
client and'my client shall sev-
erall relations with the
above said persons and any-
body dealing with them at
his/ her own cost and risk,
my clients shall not be re-
sponsible for any act of their
son namely Devesh Lumb and
his wife.

DEEPAK JAIN

ADVOCATE

OFFICES: 265, LAWYERS
CHAMBERS,

DELHI HIGH COURT, NEW
DELHI110003.

33, CIVIL WING, TIS HAZARI
COURTS, DELHI-54

"Know all men by these pres-
ents that my clients Smt
Paramjeet kaur,W/o. Late Ka-
maljeet Singh R/o. House Wz-
25 Streat No-dA Prithvi Park
MBS Nagar Titak Nagar SO
West: Delhi-110018 have sev-
erad all their relations with
their son Gurpal Singh there-
by debarred and disowned
them from all their moveable
and immovable properties
and assets. My clients shall
not be liable for any actand
omission done by them, if
any person deals with them,
he/she shall do the same at
their own risks, costs and re-
sponsibilities and my clients
and thelr other family mem-
bers shall not be liable for the
same’.

RANJEET SINGH FLORA
ADVOCATE

BE IT KNOW TO ALL that rmy.
clients Shri Parmod Kumar
Gupta and Smt. Santosh Ku-
mari Gupta both R/o 42-D, D-
Block, First Floor, Kamla Na-
gar, Delhi-110007 have sev-
ered/ terminate all their rela-
tions with thelr son namely
Naku! Gupta, his wife Veenu
and their master child, due to
their mischievous and cruel
acts against my clients, My
clients have disown/debar
them from all their moveable
and immovable properties
with immediate effect. My
clients and other family
members will not be respon-
sible in any manner for the
acts committed or omitted by
the above said son and his
family in future.

BAKSHI TAJESHWAR SINGH
ADVOCATE

C-18, Nizamuddin East, New
Delhi-110013

Chamber No. 291, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi -
110054

THE GENERAL PUBLICIS
HEREBY [NFORMED THAT MY
CLIENT SMT, SUNITAW/Q
SH.JAGBIR R/O 252, VILLAGE
SULTAN PUR DABAS, NORTH
WEST DELHI-110039, DO
HEREBY DISOWN/DEBARRED
HER SON RITIK DABAS FROM
HER ALL MOVABLE AND IM-
MOVABLE PROPERTIES AND
SEVERE HER RELATIONS
FROM HIM DUE TO HIS DISG-
BIDIENCE AND ACT OF OM-
MISSION. ANYBODY DEALING
WITH HIM SHALL DO SO AT
HIS/HER OWN RISK AND MY
CLIENT SHALL NOT BE RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS
ACT(S) WHATSQEVER, IN THE
FUTURE.

VIRENDER SOLANKI
ADVOCATE

OFF, CHAMBER NO. 3, 100
FT. ROAD, SDM OFFICE, KAN-
JHAWALA, NEW DELHI-
110081
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Two held
for illegal
bird trade in
U’khand 34
parakeets
rescued

Deliradun

The forest department
has rescued 34 pro-
tected rose-ringed and
Alexandrine  parakeets
from two meat shops in
Roorkee and arrested
two people for allegedly
trading in the protected
bird species.

The action was taken
after raids eondueted on
the orders of Haridwar's
Divisional Forest Officer
Vaibhay Singh on a few
shops in Roorkee follow-
ing a complaint lodged
recently by People for
the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA), India,
forest department offi-
cials said on Monday.

Shoaib and Sarik were
held after being found in
possession of protected
parakeets. They had un-
lawfully confined them
in ecages at their meat
shops in Roorkee's Pura-
ni Tehsil area, they said.

They were booked un-
der different sections of
the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972 and re-
manded by a local court
to judicial custody on
Saturday.

Rose-ringed and  Al-
exandrine parakeets are
protected under Sched-
ule IT of the WPA Act,
1972. Buying, selling,
or possessing this spe-
cies is punishable by a
fine of up to Rs 1 lakh, a
jail term of up to three
years, or both, they sai

The illegal activity
came to light when a
PETA India staff mem-
ber noticed parakeets
confined in cages inside
two shops while passing
through the area.

Punjab Agricul-
tural University
to get Rs 40
crore grant this
year: Finance

Minister
Ludhiana

Punjab Finance Minister

Harpal Singh Cheema
on Monday said the state
government will give a
capital grant of Rs 40
crore to Punjab Agrienl-
tural University (PAU)
this financial year.

The government has
already significantly
bolstered the varsity’s
efforts in advaneing ag-
ricultural research and
academie infrastructure
with a Rs 20 crore grant
in 2024-25, he said.

Cheema on  Mon-
day inapgurated the
newly established agro
processing complex, a
state-of-the-art — facili-
ty equipped with Rs 46
lakh worth machinery.
He also luid the founda-
tion stone for a plant ae-
climatisation facility an
a gene bank, a high-end
project with an outlay of
Rs 2 crore.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Cheema empha-
sised the transformative
impact of the agro pro-
cessing complex, which
is designed to empow-
er mural youth to he-
come suecessful entre-
preneurs and enhance
farmers’ income through
value-added processing
at the village and cluster
levels.

He added that the
plant  acclimatisation
tacility would enable
the Pmuah Agricultur-
al University to provide
farmers with high-qual-
ity planting material
through commereial
tissue culture, strength-
ening the state’s agrienl-
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Haryana CM presents vision for fairer financial
distribution at 16th Commission meeting

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

aryana Chi
Minister Nayab
Singh Saini em-

phasized the strategic
significance of the Na-
tional Capital Region
(NCR), describing it as
not only the hearthest
of 142 crore Indians but
alsoasa global reflection
of India’s aspirations ta
become a developed na-
tion by 2047 during the
16th Finance Commis-
sion meeting held here
on Monday.

Advoeating for a for-
ward-looking approach
to resource allocation,
the Chief Minister sug-
gested the introduction
of a new criterion based
on the pereentage of a
state's area falling with-
in the NCR. He further
proposed that the Fi-
nance Commission con-
sider another criterion
based on the percentage
of a state's population
serving in the armed
forces, recommending

a corresponding share
of central taxes to such
states in recognition of
their contribution to na-
tional security.

ncial issues,
including tax devolu-

Chief

tion, resource alloca-
tion, and state-specific
grants. Notably, Finance
Comm i
Dr. Arvind Panagari-
va praised Haryana for
having the second-high-
est per capita income
among major states, de-
spite its relatively small
geographical size. He
commended the state’s
significant contribution
to the national econ-
omy and appreciated
the Chief Minister and
his team for presenting
Haryana's Vision Doc-
ument @2047 aimed at
contributing to the goal
of a “Viksit Bharat.”
Addressing the Com-
mission, Chief Minister
Saini stressed that while
most Finance Commis-
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sions have tr: «\chhumd]\
recommended  grants
based on various factors,
some states, like Harya-
na, go beyond Centrally
Sponsored Schemes to
provide broader benefits
the poor from
OWIL FeSONLY

the 16th Finance Com-
miission to recommend
special state-specific
grants for such initia-
tives.

Citing examples, Saini
highlighted how the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Ar-
ngya Ayushman Bharat
Yojana covers only nine
lakh families in Tlarya-
na. In contrast, the state
government  expanded
coverage through its
Chirayu Ayushman Yo-
jana, bringing an addi-

Haryana extends validity
of All India Tourist Permits
from 9 to 12 Years: Vij

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

In a major relief for the

transport and tourism
sectors, Harvana Trans-
port Minister Anil Vij
announced today that
the validity of All India
Tourist Permits in the
state has been extend-
ed from nine years to
twelve years. The move
brings Haryana in line
with the Central Govern-
ment’s All India Permit
Policy, ensuring greater
uniformity and address-
ing a longstanding de-
mand of the loeal trans-
port operators.
Speaking 1o report-
ers in Chandigarh, Vij
stated that an official
notification formalizing
the decision would be
issued shortly. This step
aims to streamline oper-
ations for tourist vehicle
owners and operators,
eliminating  discrepan-
cies that had previously
caused confusion and
operational challenges.
The Transport Mini
ter informed that H
ana Chief Minister had
granted approval to the
proposal earlier in the
day. The decision follows
a recent memurandum
submitted by the Amba-
Ja Tax OPEIAXDT Tnion
to the Transport Minis-
ter, where they request-
ed that Harvana align its
permit validity duration
with other neighboring
states such as Punjab

and Himachal Pradesh,
where permits are valid
for twelve years. Acting
promptly, the Transport
Department prepared a
proposal under the Min-
ister's directions, which

has now received the
green signal from the
state government.

Elaborating on the
specifics, Vij said that
the validity for tourist
permits for petrol and
ONG vehicles operating
in the National Capital
Region (NCR) has been
inereased from nine to
twelve years. For diesel
vehicles operating with-
in the NCR, the validity
has been extended from
nine yeurs to ten years,
in compliance with en-
vironmental norms
specific to the region.
For vehicles operating
in non-NCR areas, the
permit validity for both
petrol /[CNG and . diesel
tourist vehicles has been
extended from nine

vears to a full twelve
years.

The extension is ex-
pected to have a positive
impact on stakehold-
ers across the transport
and tourism industries,
offering longer periods
of operational stability
and reducing the ad-
ministrative burden of
frequent renewals. Op-
erators believe the move
will encourage more
investments in tourist
transport services, im-
prove vehicle utiliza-
tion, and enhance the
overall ease of doing
business in the sector.

Notubly, the Ambala
Taxi Operator Union,
which had spearheaded
the request for change,
welcomed the decision.
In their earlier rep-
resentation, they had
pointed out that Har-
vana's previous policy
placed them at a com-
petitive.  disadvantage
compared o operators
in Punjab and Him-
achal Pradesh, where
longer permit periods
were already in effect.

With the state gov-
ernment’s  latest de-
cision, Haryana's
transport and tourism
sectors are expected
to become more com-
petitive, benefiting
thousands of operators
and contributing to the
broader goal of bogsting
tourism  and mobility
aerogs the region,

32 lakh families
with an annual income
of up to Rs. 1.80 lakh un-
der a Rs. 5 lakh per year
health coverage scheme.
Similarly, while 13 lakh
families benefitted un-
der the Ufjwala Yojan;
launched

Har Ghar-Har Gii
Yojana. providing sub:
dized gas cylinders at Rs,
500 to 15 lakh additional
families.
The Chief Minister
also mentioned that un-
der the PM Suryaghar
Yojana, Haryana is of-
fering an  additional
subsidy of Rs. 25000
per kilowatt from state
funds, over and above
the central government
subsidy.

Tte further

asserted

that Haryana's T
Engine Government’ —
symbolizing the synergy
between central, state,
#nd local bodies — is
delivering  governance
rooted In ingpiration,
innovation,  inclusive
development, and social
welfare. Quoting Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, he said that Har-
yana has been consist
ently recognized as a vi-
tal engine driving India’s
ewnurmc R owth.

He proposed that the
Finance  Commission
consider recommending
special grants for states
that ensure such MSP-
based procurement.

The Chief Minister
also drew attention to
Haryana’s leadership in
strengtheninggrassroots
. While some
: provided 33
to 37 percent reservation
for women in local bod-
ies, Haryana has extend-
ed it to 50 percent. He
requested the Commis-
sion to include women's
reservation and educa-
tional gualifications for
members as parameters
when determining grant
norms for local hodies
for the period 2026-31.

Reaffirming  Harya-
na's prominent role in
nation-building,  Saini
said, “My voice today is
not just that of a Chief
Minister or Finance
Minister, but the voice
of evi very citizen of Hary-
ana.” e expressed con-
hdtnce that the historie

ng agricul-
tural initiatives, Saini
pointed out that Harva-
na ensures the procure-
ment of all 24 crops at
the Minimum Support
Price (MSP), thus guar-
antecing economic sta-
bility for its farmers.

wdations of the
16!}| Finance Commis-
sion would strengthen
Tlaryana's contribution
to realizing the vision
of a developed India by
2047 and pave the way
fora brighter future for
the entire nation.

Haryana Guv urges youth to focus
on creating jobs, jot seeking them

Shiv Kumar
Kurukshetra

A two-day National Con-

clave 2025 on “Transfor-
mation in Teacher Ed-
ucation Towards Viksit
Bharat 2047” was inau-
gurated today at Kuruk-
shetra Universitv. The
event is being jointy
organised by the Nation-
al Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE), the
Harvana State High-
cr Education Council
(TTSIEC), and Kuruk-
shetra University,

Addressing the gath-
ering as the Chief Guest,
Haryana Governor and
KU Chancellor Hon'ble
Bandarm Dattatraya
urged the youth of Har-
yana to focus on creating
Jjobs rather than merely
seeking  employment.
He emphasized that the
National Education Pol-
wv (NEP) 2020 will play

a pivotal role in driv-
mg change across the
nation, igniting a new
econsciousness and rev-
olution, and positioning
India as a develaped
country by 2047, High-
lighting the crucial role
af educators, Governor
Dattatraya remarked
that a teacher is not just
a transmitter of knowl-
edge but a builder of
character, shaping the
future, guiding thoughts,
and inspiring innovation
and service,

The Governor lauded
Prime Minister Naren-
dra. Modi's visionary
leadership in  formu-
lating the NEP 2020,
which he said aims to

Majithia targets Amritpal Singh
with fresh drug, gang allegations

Chandigarh.
Senior Shiromani Akali
Dal (S8AD}leader Bikram
Singh Majithia on Mon-
day launched a sharp
attack against NSA de-
tainee and Member of
Parliament  Amritpal
Singh, releasing u series
of videos purported-
ly linking him and his
family to drug abuse and
criminal networks.

tural ecos)

The finance minister
dlso inspected several
key renovation and in-
frastructure  develop-
ment projeets at the uni-
vetsity, funded through
the earlier grant of Rs 20
crore.

ing a press
conference, Majithia
shared a video alleged-
lv showing Amritpal's
brother, Harpreet Singh,
tolling a joint inside a
vehicle — a direct con-
tradietion to the family’s
claims of being falsely

Vot
implicated, Majithia also
aired an earher f

authorities of Immmg

Harpreet by planting

drugs on him.

“The footage clearly
establishes  Harpreet's
habitual drug use, and
exposes Tarsem Singh's
false narrative aimed at

protecting him, despite
his status as a baptized
Sikh," Majithia asserted.
The SAD leader fur-
ther esealated his charg-
es by playing an audio
clip in which Tarse
Singh was heard crit-
icizing  both Amritpal
and Harpreet Singh.
Citing multiple record-
ings, Majithia accused
Amritpal of involvement
in 4 Rs 22-crore dacoi-
ty allegedly orchestrat-
ed with gangster Jaipal
Bhullar. He also refer-
enced Sukhpreet Hair-
nau’s claims that his
brother, Gurpreet, was
murdered at Amritpal's
instructions.

make education mor
inelusive, multi-diseipli-
na hlgh—quah , and
glulmll\ compett
Speaking at the in-
gugural session, NCTE
Chairperson Prof. Pan-
kaj Avora noted that
achieving the desired
learning outcomes re-
quires innovation, col-
laboration, and dedi-
cation. He explained
that the third National
Conference organized
by NCTE at Kurukshet-
ra University aligns with
the broader vision of
making India a devel-
oped nation by 2047
Prof. Arora stressed the
importance of producing
high-quality teachers in
a rapidly changing edu-
cational landscape and
called for the prompt,
nationwide implementa-
tion of NEP 2020.
Chairperson  of the
Haryana State Higher
Edueation Council, Prof.
Kailash Chander Shar-
ma, elaborated on the
goals of NEP 2020, aim-
ing to develop self-reli-
ant, creative, and ration-
al youth equipped with

hnth human values and
s, He also under-
Ide the importance of
the Integrated Teacher
Tdueation Programme
(ITEP)  4-year pro-
gramme in  unlocking
new career pathwavs
and bridging the skills
gap in the teaching pro-
fession.

Welcoming the digni-
taries, Kurukshetra Uni-
Vice Chancellor
Prof. Som Nath Sach-
deva highlighted India's
immense demographic
advantage, with a youth
population of 370 mil-
lion between the ages
of 15-39. He explained
2020 address-
es critical challenges
such as unemployment,
skill shortages, and the
need for character build-
ing. Prof. Sachdeva also

shared Kurukshetra
University's achieve-
ments, including the

suceessful implementa-
tion of NEP provisions
across  undergraduate
and postgraduate pro-
grams and the universi-
tv's recognition with an
A++ grade by NAAC,

Punjab wants
to end drug
trafficking by
May 31 DGP
tells officers to

lead from front

Chandigarh
Endmg drugs traffick-
ing by May 31: that’s the
ambitious target Punjab
Police has set for itself
with the foree’s chief di-
recting all senior officers
to firm up plans to cut
narcotic supply lines ef~
fectively.

Punjah Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Gau-
rav Yadav took the car-
rot and stick approach
to ensure the deadline is
met. He announeed that
Semior Superintendents
of Police (SSPs) and
Conmmissioners of Police
(€Ps) would be reward-
ed for their “good work”
and held accountable if
their performance was
not up to the mark.

Addressing reporters
here, Yaday said Punjab
will be made a drug-free
state in the sense that
the availability of nar-
cotics ‘on the streets is
fally culled.

The DGP empha-
qme]d the decision was a

well-considered one and
arrived at after Chief
Minister Bhagwant

Mann reviewed the on-
bm"lﬁ anti-drug  drive
dh Nashyan Viendh”,
asked all
hdd puhce officers -
the S8Ps and CPs — to
lead this campaign from
the front so that Punjab
can be made drugs-free
in the true sense of the
term,” Yaday said.

SSPs and CPs have
been directed to plan
and execute whatever
measures that feel are
necessary and fix for
themselves a target date
to eliminate the menace,
but it should not go be-
vond May 31, the police
chief elucidated.

He stressed that the
objective is to cut all
supply lines before May
31, by which their areas
should be completely
free of drugs. After the
deadline ends, a rigor-
ous field assessment
would be carried out to
know the actual situa-
tion on the gromnd, Ya-
dav said.

"Officers who perform
well will be rewarded, and
those with unsatisfactory
results or found making
will be held aceountable,”
the police chief added
while asserting that the
force looks to achieve the
goal in an absolutely pro-
fessional manner.

“Our focus is not on a
figure-based target but
to completely severe the
supply chains and make
drugs unobtainable in
Punjab,” he said.

Laying out a broad
strategy to fight the men-
ace, Yadav explained
that police would “call
forward and backward
linkages through infor-
mation and interroga-
tion” to immask those
involved in drug traffick-
ing and eventually arrest
them. “Tts twin purpe
is to target street-level
peddlers and the big fish
inone go.”

Punjab govt to deploy anti-drone system
to check smuggling of drugs weapons

Chandigarh

The Punjab govern-
ment will deploy an
anti-drone system by
September or October
1o check the smuggling
of narcaties and weap-
ons through unmanned
aerial vehicles from Pa-
kistan, Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP)
Gaurav Yadav said on
Monday.

Addressing  report-
ers here, the DGP said
the testing of the an-
ti=drone system has
been campleted.

“We have conducted
tests of the anti-drone
system at the Indo-Pak
border and our officers
have also held meetings
with the Ministry of

Home Affairs in this re-
gard. By September or
October, Punjab will in-
stall the anti-drone sys-
tem on the second line
of defence, in coordi-
nation with the Border
Security Force (BSF),”
he said.

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) government
in the state had said last
month that it would take
the help of anti-drone
technology to check the
smuggling of narcotics,
arms and ammunition
from across the border.

Yadav further said
that 5,500 home guards
will soon be recruited.

The state government
had earlier announced
that 5,500 home guards

would be recruited as
part of the cfforts to
strengthen the second
line of defence at the in-
ternational border.

The DGP said the Pun-
jab govermment is also
examining a proposal to
set up exclusive NDPS
(Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
Act) courts in the state.

“We have reguested
the government to set
up 30 exclusive NDPS
courts. After taking con-
currence of the high
court, the government
will spend Rs 228
crore annually on set-
ting up these courts.
The proposal is under
active consideration,”
he said.




OPINION

By Ajay Kumar

amata Banerjee
is all set to meet
the traumatised

Hindu families of Mur-
shidabad, but after she
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‘Terrorists are born criminals’ - Mamata
Banerjee’s definition of Pahalgam Killers’

attack, Mamata Baner-
jee took to X (formerly
Tweeter) to express her
anguish - “My heartfelt
condolences to the fam-
ilies of those who lost
their lives and prayer
for the swift recovery of
the injured. This act of
violence is utterly rep-
rehensible and must not
go unpunished”.... What
followed the next day,
23rd April 2025, exhibit-
ed her guarded & camou-
flaged yet demonstrative
narrative...

her Hindu credentials
post the Pran Prathish-

ta and inauguration
of Jagannath Temple
at Digha. Announced

in 2018, the Jagannath
Temple at Digha is fi-
nally set to see the light
of the day, a year ahead
of polls in West Bengal.
Needless to say, Mama-
ta Banerjee is spending
three nights at Digha
to ‘personally’ oversee
the preparations of a
grand Pran Prathishta,
akin to the Ram Temple
in Ayodhaya on 22nd
January 2024 prior to
the Lok Sabha elections.
Drawing upon her de-
vout Brahmin anteced-
ents, Ms. Banerjee is
intent on taking part in
the Pran Prathishta cer-
emony and also demon-
strate her internal be-
lief in Lord Jagannath,
a Vishnu avatar, much
revered in entire Bengal
after Maa Durga. The

“Terrorism is an iden-

tity, terrorists are born
eriminals, terrorism has
no caste or religion. Ter-
rorists shouldn't be for-
given”. Not a word about
how Pakistani terrorists
had identified people
on the basis of religion
and used the victims re-
ligious identity to justify
their act of ethnic cleans-
ing. While the entire na-
tion was appalled at the
inhumane carnage of
innocent tourists” basis
their religious practic-
es, the Chief Minister of
Bengal choose to re-en-
force the notion that ter-
rorists have no specific
religious identity, they
are born criminals - im-
plying thereby - please
don't identify Pahalgam
killers as Muslims / Is-
lamic_ fundamentalists
or Jihadi protagonist.
Why does Mamata Ba-
nerjee or her party Tri-
namool Congress need
to blish this in the

of the clarion call, ‘Jai
Jagannath’ set to coun-
ter the alleged BJP/RSS
combine owned, ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ can hardly
be missed. Pray, look
at the full-page adver-
tisements, social me-
dia ecampaigns and the
fervent push by varied
Trinamool Congress
spokespersons - one
can be bedazzled to be-
lieve that ‘Didi’ is a ‘pi-
ous Hindu mascot’. But
scratch the surface and
one shall see through
the shallow, pretentious
and  carefully curat-
ed Hinduized image of
Mamata Banerjee.

Post Pahalgam terror

By Prof. Ripudaman Singh

en relentlessly
struggling for the last
four years for the legal
guarantee of crop MSP
and against corporate
control over markets
and their land. The im-
position of reciprocal
tariffs by the US will be a
serious, blow to our ag-
riculture. For developing
countries like India, this
is not just a trade chal-
lenge, but a direct blow
to the sustainability of
the agriculture sector
and, the livelihood of
farmers. According to
GTRI (Global Trade Re-
search Initiative), a re-
search think tank, India
will be severely affected
by the reciprocal tariffs.
Despite a surplus in ag-
ricultural trade with the
US, agriculture, apparel,
automobile, spare parts,
jewellery and  other
small and medium in-
dustries will be adverse-
ly affected by the recent
US trade policies. Bilat-
eral agricultural trade
between India and the
US is only $ 8 billion,
with the US running a
trade deficit.

India mainly exports
rice, shrimp, honey, veg-
etable extracts, castor oil
and black pepper, while
the US exports almonds,

ndian farmers have
be:

minds of Bengali voters,
that ‘all Muslims are
not terrorist. “Muslims
are terrorist” - this line
of thinking has never
gained prominence in
India. "Islamophobia’ is
still a western construct.
Possibly this is why film
actor Shahrukh Khan
chose to shoot his film,
My Name is Khan, in the
United States and not
India. Does the Chief
Minister of West Ben-
gal issue a certificate of
credence to the so called
larger Umma because
this Umma forms at
least 30% of her voting
populace and is a deci-
sive voter bank in more

than g districts of Ben-
gal, including Murshi-
dabad.

Contrast Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s carefully crafted
post Pahalgam state-
ments with that of fire-
brand & unabashedly
Muslim sentiment pre-
senter, Asaduddin Owa-
si. AIMIM chief Owasi,
reacted with as much
indignation as any Indi-
an would, on the day of
the heinous terror strike
- “Inn kutto, haramzaado
ne jo harkat ki, wahan
par, naam puch puch kar
goli maare, samudaay
puch kar mare, these
are terrorists from Pa-
kistan. They came from
Pakistan, with active
support of Pakistani es-
tablishment & ISL. Yeh
Kutte, these terrorists
follow the ideology of
ISIS™. Asaduddin Owasi,
then put out a video urg-
ing all Muslims to offer
the Namaaz-e-Jumma
on Friday, wearing black
bands on the arm. His
calling to all Muslims
of India was clear - ‘by
wearing black bands, we
will send the message
that we Indians will not
let foreign forces weak-
en the peace and unity
of India. 1 appeal to all
Indians not to fall prey
to the tricks of the ene-
my’. A simple contextu-
alisation of statements
of Asaduddin  Owasi
with that of Mamata Ba-
nerjee, is proof enough
off, who is addressing
which constituency and
for what proposed gains.
Notably, none of the

MLAs of the Trinamool,
seen of the streets Ben-
gal during Wagf Amend-
ment Act protests, went
on record asking Mus-
lims in Bengal to stand
tall with their ITindu
brothers. Unlike Asa-
duddin Owasi, none of
the notable Muslim par-
ties in Bengal asked the
Friday Namazis to sport
a Black band on their
arms to send a strong
signal of brotherhood to
Pakistan or Bangladesh.
Nor did any Islamic
Cleric launch a scath-
ing attack on Islamic
fundament: across
the borders like Mizwaz
TUmar Fraooq, post his
Friday Namaz, during
his Taqreer from Jama
Masjid in Srinagar.

No doubt, all opposi-
tion leaders including
Asaduddin Owasi, have
cornered the Modi gov-
ernment with respect to
the loopholes in securi-
ty and accountability of
concerned officials, in-
cluding the home minis-
ter. But the single-hand-
ed pursuit of Trinamool
leaders, spokespersons
and sponsored intellec-
tuals has been - resig-
nation of home minister
Amit Shah. Post Pahal-
gam terror attack, in less
than 24 hours, TMC MP
Sagarika Ghosh wrote
on X, “Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack is a scath-
ing indictment of Amit
Shah’s utter incompe-
tence”. The same day,
on 23rd April, TMC MP
Mahua Moitra wrote on

X, “Enough of the “all is
well” narrative for J&K.
Stop peddling fake nar-
ratives, Modi & Shah. In
any other country Ifome
Minister would have to
face the press and an-
swer thought questions
on intelligence failure,
But here Godi Media
is busy deifying Amit
Shah”. From then on till
the de facto Trinamool
Congress supremo or
the second in command,
TMC MP Abhishiek Ba-
nerjee finally sharpened
the attack on BJP via
Amit Shah, “Instead of
deeply investigating the
lapses that led to this
unprecedented  terror
attack in Pahalgam, govt
& media, seem more fo-
cused on pushing a nar-
rative that benefits a par-
ticular party... This is not
the moment for ore sur-
gical strikes or symbolic
threats to Pakistan. It's
time to TEACH TEHM A
LESSON. Reclaim P:
stan Oceupied Kashmir”.
Mr. Banerjee’s pointed
mention of a ‘particular
party’, should however,
not be missed.

Whether it Sandesh-
khali, the Teacher’s re-
cruitment scam or the
current  majoritarian
ethnic  butchery un-
der the guise of Wagqf
Amendment Act exem-
plified by Murshidabad,
it has been this ‘par-
ticular party’, read the
BJP, which has been
the countenance of Hin-
du essence, in Bengal.
Much to the chagrin of
the Trinamool Congress,

Changing Scenario of Global Trade
and the Indian Farmer

walnuts, pistachios, ap-
ples and pulses. Under
the new reciprocal duty,
we will have to import
wheat, maize, pulses,
chicken meat, dairy and
many other products
and this is a serious chal-
lenge to the livelihood of
farmers and food securi-
ty of the country. India
is the largest producer
of milk in the world, but
with the imposition of
38.29% duty by the US,
the price of Desi Ghee
costing Rs. 600 will be-
come Rs. 760 per kg and
this increased price of
Rs. 160 will go directly
to the US agribusiness
multinationals. The cost
of production of one
quintal of wheat in the
US is Rs. 1700, whereas
the MSP declared by the
indian government for
one quintal of wheat is
Rs. 2425. Clearly, the In-
dian farmer cannot com-
pete with the US farmer
in cost of production. In
India, the farmer has
less than one hectare of
land on an average. It is
difficult to say what will
be the condition of Indi-
an farmers if the domes-
tic wheat and rice mar-
kets are opened to major
American multinational
companies.

1f we talk about trade
tariffs, then trade tariffs
are nothing but a tool to
shift the price imbalance
in favour of rich western
countries. Any increase
in trade tariffs will make
Indian exports less
competitive in the US.
Trump's reciprocal tar-

iffs will make Indian ag-
ricultural products, sea-
food and processed food,
31% more expensive in
the US. Due to which
American  consumers
will prefer cheaper al-
ternative products over
expensive Indian prod-
ucts. On the other hand,
the US is planning to ex-
port key agricultural ex-
ports, like wheat, cotton,
maize, soya and chicken
meat to India to reduce
its § 45 billion trade
deficit with India. The
US has suggested India
to reduce agricn]tur—
al subsidi Rt

countries. For example,
India gives subsidy up to
8% (Rs. 8000) for every
acre of cotton crop (un-
der Amber box). This
has been going on for
the last three decades.
But due to Trump’s re-
ciprocal tariffs, WTO
has become irrelevant,
India has emerged as
the number one produc-
er of cotton, milk, rice,
sugarcane and other
agricultural  products.
But due to the new re-
ciprocal tariffs, we will
be forced to import cot-
ton, wheat, maize, dairy
and other products from

MSP and open up to ge-
netically modified (GM)
crops, American butter,
ete. But these sugges-
tions, to open up Indian
markets for chicken legs
and dairy products ig-
nores the fundamental
inequality in global agri-
culture.

India and other de-
veloping countries were
given concessions and
subsidies in certain
crops by the WTO (un-
der Amber box) to pro-
tect domestic farmers
in developing countries
from dumping of crop
imports by developed

the US. Same is the case
with vegetable oil. Till
1990 India was self-suf-
ficient in oilseeds, but
by drastically reducing
import duties we were
forced to import vegeta-
ble oil from other WTO
countries. Dumping of
imported cheap palm,
sunflower and other
oils made oilseed culti-
vation unprofitable for
our farmers, and made
farmers give up oilseed
cultivation. This has led
to a huge shortage of
vegetable oils and the
government is currently
losing § 16 billion every
year on vegetable oil im-

pons There isa fear that
the same situation may
arise in the case of maize,
sorghum and pulses,
which are the lifeline for
our dry land small farm-
ers. In the future, this
situation may arise due
to dumping of cheap
rice, cotton, wheat and
dairy products from the
US, and Indian farmers
will not be able to recov-
er even the cost of their
produce, and will be on
the verge of ruin, be-
cause in India farmers
are already committing
suicide due to debt and
not getting a fair price
for their produce.

So this is a question
of livelihood of millions
of small Indian farm-
ers versus the interests
of US agribusiness. US
agribusiness is com-
mercial with 8000 large
farmers, while in India
85% of small farmers
do sustainable farming
for their livelihood. US
farmers are heavily sub-
sidized by their federal
government for all crops,
while Indian farmers
get less than 8% subsidy
on farming cost. Con-
sidering this inequality,
Indian farmers cannot

the recent administra-
tive reshuffling of SSPs
of two Murshidabad
districts  for  alleged
dereliction of their du-
ties, has not cut much
ice with the simmering
angst against Mamata
Banerjee or her govern-
ment. The silent “Hindu
minority’ in  Murshi-
dabad, Malda, North Di-
najpur, Birbhum, North
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Parganaﬁ & South Di-
najpur keenly await the
much-delayed  arrival
of their Chief Minister.
How will the embattled
supreme leader of Tri-
namool Congress, em-
brace the slighted Hindu
minorities at the cost
of alienation of the ma-
jority of Muslim voters.
Will the state of Bengal,
give any answers af-
ter 20 days of carnage,
looting & arson, as to
who were the criminals,
who caused the may-
hem? Were those wha,
specifically targeted the
home of Hindus, agitat-
ing Muslim youth from
neighbouring  districts
or were rioters hired
goons who had crossed
the international bor-
der to inflict partition
like wounds on hapless
Indians. Or, shall the
state machinery ever be
held accountable for the
lack of intelligence and
police paralysis in the
face of raging criminals,
who just happened to be
Muslims, similar to the
terrorists spraying bul-
lets in Pahalgam. Is this
why, the Chief Minister
chose to say, “Terrorism
is an identity, terrorists
are born criminals, ter-
rorism has no caste or
religion” on 24th April
2025, a day after I1SIS
styled jihadis shook the
national consciousness.
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be equal partners in ag-
ricultural trade, hence
equal reciprocal tariff
should not be imposed
on Indian farmers.

India’s strategy to
deal with this situation
should be very sensible.
We should talk about
reducing tariffs along
with giving compensa-
tion to Indian farmers to
compensate for the loss
caused by US dumping.
We should form a front
with the European Un-
ion and BRICS countries
to stand against US tar-
iffs, take initiative for
bilateral trade and focus
on agricultureal research
and food processing to
increase crop productiv-
ity and farmers’ income
to make Indian agricul-
ture more competitive
in the world market, be-
cause it is also a stark re-
ality that, despite being
an agricultural country,
our crop productivity is
far behind the average of
other major countries of
the world. In such a situ-
ation, now India will not
only have to prepare its
farmers for global com-
petition, but also make
a policy that can ensure
the stability of the food
provider even amidst
trade fluctuations.
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Solution, Sudeku
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

A day with no want, a life
with no purpose, a job
with no gain is as vain
as gone days and the day
you start believing it, you
start living it. Not all the
days are to desire, not
every life is to aspire and
not every job is to obtain.
Sometimes some days
pass by like they never
came, a life is spent like
it was never given and a
job is taken where there
is nothing to achieve. Ma-
chines are for humans,
humans are not for ma-
chines. Our caleulated life
with calculated objectives
turns everything in num-
ber, where there is a lot to
count but there is nothing
you can count on.

It is okay to slow down,
hanging in, get lazy, get
untidy, go out of ways,
sleep late and wake up
late, not to push your-
self, stay unmotivated,
be carefree and careless.
It is sometimes okay to
relax at the time of war,
It's okay to forget at the
time of exam, it's okay
to stuck at the time of

presentation, it’s okay
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to hesitate at the time of
interview, it's okay to try
the dishes you never liked,
it’s okay to fry the meals
you never thought, it's
okay to play the game you
are sure to lose, it's okay
to take the blame for the
things you didn’t do, it’s
okay to call someone their
name even when you
know it's not then.

Shape you life howev-
er you like it, take your
chances whenever you
want it, rule your choice
whichever you ride in.
don’t be so open that you
can't fold back and so
folded that you can't get
lose. Every ride is yours,
every choice is yours,
every blame is yours
every pride is yours. Live
the way you want but
don’t want so much that
vou can't even live. Want
is important to live life
not to fill life. A life full of
longings and wants, will
die desperate and hungry.

Moral: live the life, for the
life.
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1 the expansive field
of Indian political
scholarship, The
Prime Minister: Dis-
courses in Indian Polity by
Dr. Anil Singh emerges
as a pathbreaking and
timely intervention. With
scholarly rigour and ac-
cessible clarity. the book
offers a comprehensive
examination of one of the
most powerful yet insuffi-
ciently theorized institu-
tions in Indian democra-
cy—the office of the Prime
IMinister.

Launched in April 2025
at the Prime Minister’s
Musenm & Library in New
Delhi, the book’s release
was marked by a distin-

Ministers Prof. S. P. Smgh
Baghel and Mr, Ramdas
Athawale, and TP Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Mahesh Verma. This high-
profile launch under-
seored the national sig-
nificance and academic
anticipation surrounding
the volume.

rooted in history, consti-
tutional design, and po-
litical practice—to trace
the institutional trajecto-
ry of the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO). Beginning
with Jawaharlal Nehru's
foundational leadership
and moving through the
eras of Indira'Gandhi, Ra-
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Singh, the book culmi-
nates in a detailed assess-
ment of Narendra Modi's
decade-long premiership
(2014-2024).

The narrative is marked
by an admirable balance:
it neither slips into un-
critical admiration nor
overt cynicism. Instead,
Singh provides an in-
sightful and empirically
grounded analysis of how
India's Prime Ministers
have negotiated institu-
tional constraints, coali-
tion politics, federal chal-
lenges, and changing glob-
al realities. Of particular
note is the treatment of
Narendra Modi’s tenure,
which is characterized by
Singhas a transformative
period marked by cen-
tralized authority, digital
governance, and assertive

nationalism.

The author delves into
the policy architecture of
the Modi era—highlight-
ing initiatives such as Dig-
ital India, Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Make in India,
and infrastructure-led de-
velopment—as emblem-
atic of a new techno-man-
agerial paradigm. Singh's
examination also accounts
for the ideological and
electoral dimensions that
have allowed Modi to re-
shape the contours of ex-
ecutive leadership in In-
dia.

Equally compelling is
the hook’s exploration of
extra-constitutional enti-
ties such as the Planning
Commission and the Na-
tional Advisery Council,
which Singh critiques for
their ambiguous roles in
democratic decision-mak-
ing. He argues for a reori-
entation towards consti-
tutional transparency and
coherence in gover-
nance—an especially rele-
vant argument in today’s
policy landscape.

Perhaps the most com-
pelling dimension of the
hook is its strong norma-
tive stance in defense of
parliamentary democra-
ey. Singh expresses con-
cern over growing presi-
dential tendencies and ar-
ticulates a thoughtful

framework for democrat-
icreform. His recommen-
dations—ranging from in-
sttitional accountahility
to enhanced executive-
legislative coordination—
are pragmatic, timely, and
grounded in constitution-
al fidelity.

Despite its academic
foundation, the book is
written in a lueid and en-
gaging style, making it ac-
cessible to students, re-
searchers, civil servants,
media professionals, and
engaged citizens. Each
chapter is logically strue-
tured and thematically
rich, allowing readers to
navigate both the institu-
tional and human dimen-
sions of Prime Ministeri-
al power in India.

In conclusion, The
Prime Minister: Dis=
courses in Indian Polity is
avaluable addition to the
corpus of Indian political
literature. It not only fills
ascholarly void on execu-
tive leadership but also
contributes meaningfully
to broader public dis-
course. Dr. Anil Singh's
work is essential reading
for anyone seeking to un-
derstand the changing dy-
namics of political lead-
ership and institutional
authority in the world's
largest democracy.

1984 anti-Sikh riots: SC
orders expeditious trial of

11 cases in Kanpur

SC modifies punishment
of woman who killed

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday modified the sen-
tence of a Chhattisgarh
woman convicted for killing
her daughters observing
the motive behind the act
was not proved.

Abench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and N Ko-
tiswar Singh brought down
the more heinous charge of
Section 302 (murder) to
Section 304 Part 1 (culpa-
ble homicide not amount-
ing to murder) of IPC.

She was found to have
spent over nine years in
custody and the top court
sentenced her to the period
undergone without fine,
directing her release as a
result.

"What we have also not-
ed is that the state did not
make any serious endeav-
ours to try to ascertain the
motive or the intention of
the appellant during the
investigation, in uprtc of
all the wi

daughters in 2015

The bench observed
the investigating offi-
cer appeared to be
satisfied over the evi-
dence of the wit-
nesses, recovery of
the weapon and the
medical evidence in
attempting to prove
the woman commit-
ted the murder with-
out investigating the
motive behind the
act.
—
held the woman caused the
death of her children by
hitting them with the
weapon on their heads.
"The ¢rucial question,
however, is whether she
had the intention to cause
death of her children or
had the intention to cause
such bodily injury which
was likely to cause death or
whether she had the con-
scious |k ledge that it

Supreme Court to examine NALSA plea
for release of old termmal]y ill convicts

New Delhi
The Supreme Courton Mon-
day agreedto consideraplea
ofthe National Legal Servic-
es Authority (NALSA) fo re-
lease elderly and termimallyl
prisoners onbail in the coun-

try.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khamma and
Justice Sanjay Kumar told
Jawyer Rashmi Nandakumar,
appearing for NALSA. to
move to respective high
courts for the relief.

Nandakumar referred to
the data and said many ter-
minally ill persons; whase
convictions were upheld by
various high'eourts, were tn-
able to move the top court te
challenge their convictions
and seek bail or the suspen-
sion of sertence and the mat-
ter needed an intervention.

The CJI considered the
submissions and said theplea
of the NALSA will be taken up
by abench headed by Justice
Vikram Nath.

“Petitionerurges this court
to issue necessary directions
o that prisoners of advanced
age and prisoners who are
terminallyill are released on

tegrated into society in their

The plea said terminally
ill prisoners and those of ad-
vanced age required spe-
cialised care and individual
attention and it may not be
possible for prison authorities
to provide considering the
extent of overcrowding n
prisons.

The plea, therefore, urged
the top court to issue direc-
tions to facilitate the release
of prisoners aged above 70
yeais and those suffering
from terminal illnesses.

Such prisoners, it said, re-

DMK leader V Senthil
Balaji resigned as Tamil
Nadu minister SC told

New Delhi

avery normal domestic en-
vironment in the family
and the appellant to be a
normal person which indi-
cated absence of any factor
which prompted the ap-
pellant to commit the
crime,” the bench said.

The bench observed the
investigating officer ap-
peared to be satisfied over
the evidence of the wit-
nesses, recovery of the
weapon and the medical
evidence in attempting to
prove the woman commnyit-
ted the nmirder without in-
vestigating the motive be-
hind the act.

On June 5, 2015, at
around 9 am in Bharadkala
Village, Bemetara District
of Chhattisgarh, the woman
fatally attacked her daugh-
ters with an iron crowbar.

The incident was wit-
nessed by the sister-m-law
of the womran who lived in
the same house.

The woman denied the
committing the erime and
claimed she had no knowl-
edge of the events as was
possessed "by some invisi-
ble power”.

The top court, however,

was imminently danger-
ous that in all probability,
it would cause death, or
such bodily injury as is like-
1y to cause death and com-
mitted the act without any
excuse for incurring the
risk of causing death or
such injury?" the bench
asked.

Trial courts were asked
to be mindful of pleas of ac-
cused, especially in cases of
homicide, and in cases
where they were unahle to
explain the events.

"If such circumstances
emerge in course of the tri-
al which remain inexplica-
ble and bizarme as in the
present case, the court, in
our epinion, even if the ac-
cused opts to remain silent,
should ask such questions
tothe witnesses, as may be
necessary to elicit the truth
by invoking Section 165 of
the Evidence Act. since the
court has to be satisfied
that the offence alleged has
been proved beyond rea-
sonable doubt not only in
respect of actus reus (con-
stituent element of crime)
butalso mens rea (mntent),"
it said.

The Sup ourt was on
Monday informed that
DMK leader V Senthil Bal-
aji stepped down as a Tamil
Nadu minister and his res-
ignation was accepted by
Governor.

Abench of Justices Abhay
§ Oka and Augustine
George Masih perused a
press release of the Tamil
Nadu Raj Bhavan which the
state government submitted
in court.

The top court, in the
meantime, refused to ac-
cept the Enforcement Di-
rectorate’s plea to bar Bala-
ji from holding the post till
trial in the case was over.

"Apress release is hand-
ed over to us which records
that he has tendered his

fact that Balaji was rein-
stated as a Tamil Nadu cab-
inet minister days after get-
ting bail in a money laun-

quired specialised u!edf

care and perSonal attention
that overcrowded prisons are
often ill-equipped toprovide.

NALSA said as of Decem-
ber 31, 2022, India’s prison
occupancy rate stood at 131
percent, severely strainingin-
frastructure and impacting
the quality of medical care
and dignified living condi-
tions within jails.

The petition highlighted
some recent cases, including
that of a g3-year-old woman
incarcerated in Karnataka,
whose plight prompted in-
tervention from the District

ices Comumittee before the
Caleutta High Court.

The plea said. the NALSA
Jaunched a "Special Cam-
paign forO]rl and Terminal-

running from
December 10, 2024, to March
10, 2025,

As part of the campaign,
dedicated national, state, and
districtunits were constitut-
ed to visit prisons, identify el-
igible inmates, and coondinate
efforts for their potential re-
lease.

Data showed 456 prisoners

— including both conviets
L
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New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the ex-
peditious trial of 11 cases
related to the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots in Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. in  which
chargesheets were filed
post a reinvestigation.

A Dbench of Justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh asked the special
public prosecutors ap-
pointed in the case to enter
appearance before the
courts aside from meas-
ures for the cases' early
disposal.

The bench underlined

n "inordinate delay” in
the matterand ordered the
LTped.lhmls trial of the cas-

Advocaxe Ruchira Goel,
appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government, said
a40-year-old llegible FIR
in a Kanpur anti-Sikh riots
case was forwarded tothe
Central Forensic Saence
Laboratory (CFSL) to re-
trace its contents but the
labaratory was yetto give a
report.

The bench directed the
CFSL to expedite the
process and submit its re-
port at the earliest.

Goel referred to the tri-
al being underway with the
examination of witnesses
in a related case.

The counsel appearing
for the Delhi Sikh Gurd-

director not to insist on
the original FIR, which
was not readily available in
the records of the chiefju-
dicial magistrate, Kanpur.

Even if the CFSL found
the contents of the FIR
were illegible, the court
lab was asked to "identify
the Hindi words/expres-
sions" onthe basis of which
victims might be able to
submit their protest peti-
tions in the court con-
cerned.

The top eourt on January
2 permitted the com-
plainants and their families
to engage a private counsel
to assist the high court in
appeals against the ac-
quittals of the accused per-
soms.

"If the complainants/vic-
tims or their families are
not in a position to avail
the services of a private
counsel, they are permitted
to approach the executive
chairpersons of the UP
State Legal Services Au-
thority/High Court Legal
Services Committee im-
mediately,” it said.

In the 11 cases, which
were reinvestigated and
chargesheets were filed,
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment appointed Kamlesh
Kumar Pathak and Ranjeet
Singh as special public
prosecutors.

"In those cases also, we
permit  the com-

and —
tified to be within the target-
ed categories.

However, the plea sought
relief only for prisoners who
were convicted by high courts,
not moved the Supreme
Court in appeal and wished 1o
Tegal aid services.

The NALSA is a statutory
body in India established un-
der the Legal Services Au-
thorities Act, 1987 to pro-
vide fr il legal

wara Manage Com-
mitfee said some accused
persons moved the high
court and obtained a stay
on the proceedings.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea for the reopening
of the killings of around
130 Sikhs in Kanpur dur-
ing the 1984 anti-Sikh ri-
ots.

On March 3, the bench
allowed the Uttar Pradesh

oves to engage

Legal Services Authority

services to weaker

Similarly, bail d
for a terminally ill undertrial
bythe High Court Legal Serv-

society. Ttalso Lok
Adalats for amicable settle-
ment of disputes.

forensic experts to recon-
struct the four-decade-old
illegible FIR in the case, re-
questing the laboratory's

victims/ their
fanulxes to engage counsel
for which the trial court is
directed to aceord meces-
sary permission,” the
bench said.

Ifowing to financial con-
straints, the top court said,
the complainants and their
families were unable to en-
gage such a counsel, the
district legal services au-
thority will provide the
best expert leading lawyer
of the sessions division to
represent the victims in
trial, on payment of special
fee,

SC refuses to entertain fresh plea
challengmg Waqf Amendment Act

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a fresh plea chal-

dering case related to the  lenging constitutional va-
"cash for-job" scam. lidity of the Wagfl

D 26,2024, (A d: ) Act, 2025,
the top cowrtgramted bailto  saying it cannot entertain

Balaji, who had spent over
15 months in jail and ob-
served there was no possi-
bility of the completion of
trialin the near future.

Balaji, 48, was sworn in
a5 a minister by Tamil Nacdu
Governor RN Ravion Sep-
tember 29, last year and
was assigned the same key
portfalios -- electricity, non-
conventional energy devel-
opment, prohibition and
excise - he held previously
in the Stalin cabinet.

Balaji

resignation which has been
accepted by the honourable
Governor. Therefore, now
there is no oceasion to en-
tertain this application," the
bench said.

The apex court on April
23 asked Balaji to make a
choice "between post and
freedom” as it warned him
of cancelling bail if he did
not step down as ministerin
Tamil Nadu.

It took exception to the

assembly constituency, was
arrested on June 14, 2023 in
the case when he was the
transport minister during
the previous AIADMK
regime between 2011 and
2015. On February 13; last
year, the TN
cepted Balaj
from the council of minis-
ters. The top court’s re-
prieve on September 26,
2024 ended Balaji's 471-
day incarceration.

"hundreds" of petitions
on the issue.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na and Justice Sanjay Ku-
mat asked the counsel for
petitioner Syed Alo Ak-
bar to filean intervention
application in pending
five cases which will be
taken up on May 5 for
passing interim orders.

“You withdraw this. We
passed an order on April
17 saying only five peti-
tions will be taken up for
hearing,” the CJI said,
adding, “It will be open
for the petitioner to file an
application in the pending
petitions if so adyised.”

On April 17, the bench
decided to hear only five
of the total number of
pleas before it and titled
the case: "In Re: Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025".

About 72 petitions, in-
cluding those by AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi,

All India Muslim Person-
al Law Board (AIMPLB),
Jamiat Ulama-i- Hind, the
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), Anwar
Basha former chairman
Karnataka State Board of
AUQAF represented by
advocate Tarig Ahmed,
Congress MPs Imran
Pratapgarhi and Moham-
mad Jawed, were filed
against the law.

While appointing three
lawyers as the nodal coun-
sel, the bench asked the
advocates  to  decide
among themselves who
was going to argue.

The petitioners were al-
Towed to file their rejoin-

ders to the Centre's reply
within five days of the
service of the govern-
ment's response.

"We elarify that the next
hearing (May 5) will be for
the preliminary objections
and for an interim order,"
the bench said.

The Centre, on April 17,
assured the bench that it
will neither denotify waqgf
properties, including
"waqf by user”, nor make
any appointments to the
central wagf couneil and
boards till May 5.

The assurance of Solic-
itor General Tushar Mehta
came when he informed
the bench headed by the

‘CJ1 that the wagflaw was
passed by Parliament with
"due deliberations" and it
should not be stayed with-
out hearing the govern-
ment.

Later, the Union Min-
istry of Minority Affairs
filed a preliminary 1,332-
page affidavit defending
the amended Waqf Act
and opposed any "blan-
ket stay" by the courton a
"law having presumption
of constitutionality passed
by Parliament”.

‘The ministry urged the
top court to dismiss the
pleas challenging the va-
lidity of the law, pointing
out a "mischievous false
narrative” surrounding
certain provisions.

The Centre recently no-
tified the Act, which got
the assent of President
Droupadi Murmu on April
5 after its passage from
Parliament following heat-
ed debates in both houses.

The bill was passed in
the Rajya Sabha with 128
members voting in favout
and g5 opposing it.

It was cleared by the
Lok Sabha with 288 mem-
bers supporting it and 232
against it.




Kharge slams
PM Modi

for skipping
all-party meet
on Pahalgam

Jaipur
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday lashed out at
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for skipping
the all-party meeting
on the Pahalgam terror
attack and accused the
BJP of creating divisions
in the eountry.

Kharge said that in
this hour of crisis, every-
one wanis to fight to-
gether, “but the BJP
wants spread venom
and divide people”.

“Tt is the misfortune of

all-party meeting, but it
is a matter of shame that
PM Modi did not come...
the country’s pride w
hurt, you (PM Modi)
were giving an election
speechin Bihar," Kharge
said at the *Samvidhan
Bachao’ rally here.

He said the Congress
had decided to support
the government in its
action as the country is
supremie.

“Country is supreme,
then come parties and
religion. Everyone
shou]d be united for the
country,” he said, add-
ing that the Congress
fought for the eountry’s
freedom and lakhs of

eople had shed their

lood and devoted their
lives tothe cause,

“Was Bihar far away?
The prime minister
should have come to
the all-party meeting
and explained the plan.
What help does he need
from us?" he said.

“This is the attitude of
the BJP and the prime
minister. From our side,
Rabul Gandhi went to
Srinagar, met the in-
jured, and spoke to the
people ...

“Modi did not come
to the all-party me
but he talks big - about
having a 56-inch chest,
of taking the attack
home (ghar meinghuske
marenge).” he said.

Kharge said that the
country and the Consti-
tution have to be pro-
tected. It is because of
B R Ambedkar’s Consti-
tution that *even a com-
mon man like a tea seller
can become the prime
minister and a mill
worker’s son like me can
become the Leader of
the Opposition and the
Congress President”, he
said.

Targeting the prime
minister, he said, *“Modi
gave inflation and un-
employment. Such peo-
ple weaken the country.
The 56-inch chest has
shrunk,”

In the run-up to the
2014 Tok Sabha polls,
Modi had said that it
takes a 56-inch chest to,
convert Uttar Pradesh
into Gujarat in terms of
development.

Alleging misuse of
investigative afendu‘;g
against Congress leaders,
Kharge said, “Whenever
Congress grows, these
people try to suppress it.
We are not the ones to
be suppressed.”

He said that BJP lead-
ers were “trying to wi
en everyone but they
cannot weaken ‘democ-
racy by filing false cases
against people”.

Kharge also  ques-
tioned how the RSS
"made properties and
buildings”. “Where did
they get the money to
build  buildings worth
crores and acquire thou-
sands. of acves of land,”
he said,
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CM Dhami leads drive to strengthen
safety & public systems in Uttarakhand

B CM Dhami instructed that robust arrangements be established and monitored regularly

Pawan Lalchand
Dehradun
0 a crucial move
Ialmed at  bolster-
ing gavernance and
ensuring public safety
during the ongaing Char
Dham Yatra and other
key events, Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
chaired a high-level vir-
tual meeting an Monday
with all District Magis-
trates and senior state
officials from the Chief
Minister’s residence
The Chief Minister is-
sued a series of critical
directives, focusing on
seeurity, public servie-
es, infrastructure, and
overall administrative
efficiency.

Emphasizing the para-
mount importance of se-
curity, particularly at re-
ligious and tourist sites,
CM  Dhami instructed
that robust arrange-
ments be established
and monitored regular-
ly. Special focus is to be
maintained on the Char
Dham Yatra, which at-
tracts a massive influx of
pilgrims each year. Dis-
trict Magistrates were
tasked with overseeing
the security measures
personally, ensuring
that they are stringent
and effective at all times.

Addressing the grow-
ing concern around
misinformation, the
Chief Minister directed
that swift and decisive
action be taken against
individ or groups
spreading fake new
especially during sen
sitive periods like the
Char Dham Yatra. Ta

il

counter misinformation,
he stressed the need for
the district administra-
tions to proactively dis-
seminate accurate and

verified informition
through all  available
channels, keeping

public  well-informed

and preventing panic or
confusion.

In a significant step
towards enhaneing law
and order, CM Dhami
ordered that striel ver-
ification processes he
followed rigorously.
Landlords who fail to
verify tenants would face
legal action. Moreover,
the verification of peo-
ple living in temporary
settlements—including
vendors, street hawk-
ers, and slim dwell-
ers—must be completed
avpsdmnusl\ The Chief
Minister also  wained
that strict action would
be taken against those
responsible for issuing
essential documents like
ration cards, Aadhaar
cards, electricity con-

Congress launches ‘Save
Constitution’ movement

in Nagaland

__ Kohima
The Congress launched
‘Sumvidhan Bachao” (save
Constitution) movement
in Nagaland on Monday.

Marking the launch,
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC)
in the presence of AICC
Secretary-in-Charge  for
Nagaland,  Christopher
Tilak and Lok Sabha MP
and NPCC president S
Supongmeren Jamir
held a conclave to create
awareness among the
general public to stand
together to save the Con-
stitution,

Addressing @ press con-
ference after the meeting
at Congress Bhavan here,
key party leaders voiced
deep concern over what
they termed as “systemat-
ie erosion of constitution-
al values under the BJP-
led eentral go»ernmem

Tilak said the campaign
aims to educate citizens

about the historical evo-
lution of the Indian Con-
stitution and raise aware-
ness about the “growing
threats it faces”.

*This Constitution was
built on the vision of lead-
ers like Mahatma Gandhi
and B R-Ambedkar, and
the Congress party has
protected it for decades.
Today, it is under direct
threat fiom the BJP and
the RSS,” Tilak said.

He aocused the BIP of
undermining democratic
institutions, especially in
northeastern states like
Manipur and Nagaland.

In Nagaland too, ad-
ministrative overreach is
becoming the norm, he

alleged,

NPCC working pres-
ident C Apok Jamir al-
Jeged that selective use
of investigative agencies
like Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), amounts to
political victimisation.

@

nections, andAVushmz.n
Bharat health cards to
ineligible beneficiaries.
District authorities were
instructed to assign de-
partmental officers spe-
cifically for carrving out
these verification drives
with urgency and thor-
oughness.
Environmental man-
agement also featured
prominently in the meet-
ing. The Chief Minister
emphasized the need
for stringent measures
to prevent and manage
forest fires, directing
that striet action be tak-
en against anyone found
responsible for trigger-
ing such incidents. Pub-
lic health was another
major area of focus, with
CM Dhami instructing
officials to implement
comprehensive  plans
to conlrol the spread of
dengue. Regular fogging
operations and  publie
awareness  campaigns
were mandated to safe-
guard publie health.
Recognizing the chal-

| S|
lenges of the upcoming
summer  season, the
Chief Minister insisted
that there must be no
electricity rostering in
haspitals and eritical in-
stitutions. Officials were
directed to ensure an
uninterrupted supply of
electricity and drinking
water ughout  the
state. Special arrange-
ments are to be made
to guarantee sufficient
drinking water availabil-
ity to meet the increased
seasonal deman

Regarding the forth-
coming Kainchi Dham
Annual Festival, €M
Dhami directed officials
to ensure that road con-
ditions are well-main-
tained and sufficient
parking  arrangements
are made to accommo-
date the large number of
visitors expected al the
event.

In his ongoing push
for administrative effi-
ciency, the Chief Minis-
ter instructed all District
Magistrates to conduct

regular and surprise in-
spections of government
offices, He emphasized
that the administrative

UP sets target of Rs 30
Lakh cr eco for 2025 26

Lucknow

ttar Pradash has

achieved a major

economic  mile-
stone under Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath,
with the state's econo-
my more than doubling
from Rs12.88 lakh crore
in 2017 to Rs 27.51 lakh
crore today — a feat ac-

system must remain
responsive, and pub-
lic gr must be  complist
addressed  promptly.

Furthermore, the reg-
ular organization of
multipurpose  camps,
Tehsil Days, and Block
Development Commit-
tee (BDC) meetings
was ‘stressed as a way
to maintain continuous
puhln‘ engagement and
vance redressal.

On the infrastructure
and industrial fronts,
CM Dhami emphasized
close monitoring of the
progress on the installa-
tion of smart electricity
meters deross the state
Consumer i
es regarding electricity
bills must be handled se-
riously, with prompt re-
dressal. The Chief Min-
ister also warned that
immediate and striet
action must be taken
against those damaging
government property.

In a significant an-
nouncement supporting
Tocal Dbusinesses, (M
Dhami directed that ten-
ders up to T10 crore in
value should be awarded
to local contraclors o
promote local employ-
ment and strengthen the
regional economy. IIe
also urged district ad-
finistralions to main-
tain  regular engage-
ment with stakeholders
from the industrial see-
tor to facilitate smooth-
er operations and in-
vestment.

1 without any
increase in taxes. Now,
the Yogi government has
sel an ambitious goal of
expanding the states
economy beyond Rs 30
lakh ecrore during the
2025-26 financial year.
Chiel” Minister Yogi
Adityanath has consist-
ently highlighted  the
stark contrast between
the present and previous
administrations, expos-
ing how earlier govern-
ments were plagued by
widespread corruption
and  mismanagement
of public funds. These
practices had left Uttar
adesh’s finances in a
dire state, with the gov-
ernmert once struggling
to even pay salaries on
time. In contrast, Yo-
gi's administration, em-
phasizing  transparent
governance and  fiscal
discipline, has stabilized
the state's economy and
ushered in a new era of
growth and prosperity.
One of Yogi Adit-
yanath's most notable
achievements has been
the successful trans-
formation  of Uttar
Pradesh’s image from
that of a “BIMARU"
(sick) state to India's
“growth engine” for five
consecitive years, De-
spite being the country’s
most populous  state,
Uttar Pradesh’s Gross
State Domestic  Prod-
uct (GSDP) had only

Folk singer Neha Singh Rathore booked

for * provocatlve social media posts

o Lucknow

Police here have regis-
tered a case of sedition
against folk singer Neha
Singh Rathore over a
complaint that her pro-
vacative social media
posts largeting a par-
ticular faith community
in the wake of the Pahal-
gam tragedy could harm
the nation’s unity.

The complainant
referred to the execu-
tion-like killing of 26
people, mostly tourists,
in Pahalgam last week
by terrorists after re-
portedly asking about
their religious affiliation,
which left the entire
country grieving and vy-

ing for the blood of the
pel'petratms
‘In this situation, sing-
er and poetess Neha Sin-
gh Rathore, using her
Twitter (now X) handle
@nehafolksinger made
some abjectionable
posts that can adversely

. b -
affect the national integ-

rity and made repeat-
ed efforts to incite one
community against an-
other hased on religion,”
the complainant, Abhay
Pratap Singh, said.
Rathore the ‘gov-
ernment wants to divert
attention from “real is-
sues” by filing an FIR
against her.
“What has the govern-
ment done so far in re-
sponse to the Pahalgam

Mathura prepares for grand Akshay
Tritiya celebrations amid tight security

Mathura (UP)
Extensive arrangements

have been made across
Brajbhumi’s temples for
the smooth econduet of
the Akshay Tritiya fes-
tival on April 30 amid
tight security and a de-
tailed traffic plan, offi-
cals here said on Mon-
day,

District ~ Magistrate
Chandra Prakash Singh
said, “Without compro-
mising  security, every
effort will be made to fa-
cilitate easy darshan for
devotees.”

He also added that
Nagar Nigam officials
have been instructed to
ensure a constant water
supply and fans are in-
stalled to provide relief
from the heat.

The Chief Medical
Officer (CMQ) has also
been directed to ensure
round-the-clock medical
facilities, including am-
bulance availability, the

official said.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP)
Shlok Kumar stated that
the area has been divid-
ed into three zones and
nine sectors, with ad-
equate police arrange-
ments in place.

He also noted that a
detailed traffic plan has
been devised 1o ensure
smooth  vehicle move-
ntent during the festival.

Gyanendra Kishor
Goswami, the priest of
Bankey Bihari Temple,
explained,  “Devotees
pay obeisance to the
lotus feet of Bihari Ji

Maharaj in the morning
and have Sarwang Dar-
shans in the evening, a
rare accasion available
once a year.”

He highlighted the
special rituals for the
day. including the ap-
plualmn of sandalwood
paste and offering *Sat-
tu” prashad to the deity
to protect him from the
heat.

“Baikey Bihari Maha-
raj wears a Peetambari
(yellow-coloured O
t1) and Payal (anklets)
on this day, a tradition
started by Swami Hari-
das," headded.

The priest also men-
tioned that darshan of
the lotus feet of the de-
ity on Akshay Tritiya is
considerad  equivalent
lo visiting the Badrinath
Dham in Uttarakhand,
which reopens today af-
ter the winter closure.

In Vyindavan's Radha
Raman Temple, the day
marks the start of a tra-
dition where the deity is
given a new floral abe
daily. Dinesh Chandra
Goswami, the temple
priest, noted that this
practice cools the deity
as the sanctum is kept
cool, The deity's attire,
including Dhati, Bagal-
bandi, erown, and flute,
will be made of sandal-
wood, and the “Bhog”
will include cooling
fruits like muskmel-
on and eucumber. The
preparation of san-
dalwood paste for this
event began 15 days
ago.

attack? An FIR against
me? If you have the
guts then go, bring the
heads of the terrorists.
No need to blame me for
your failures... This is
a democracy and ques-
tions will be asked in a
democracy. If you don’t
want me to ask ques-
tions, go and sit in the
Opposition,” she said in
a video posted on X on
Monday.

The complaint

was

registered at the Haz-
ratganj police station in
Lucknow.

Based on the com-
plaint, police  regis-
tered a case against the
folk singer on multi-
ple charges under the
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita  (BNS), including
aftempting to promote
sectarian animosity, dis-
turbing public tranquil-
lity and endangering the
soversignty, unity and
integrity of India, police
said, adding that she has
also been booked under
the Information Tech-
nology Act.

While BNS does not
explicitly mention sedi-
tion as was specified in
the colonial-era Indian
Penal Code Section 1244,
the new eriminal code
deals with similar charg-
es of endangering the
sovereignty, unity and
integrity of the country
under section 152.

Louched Rs 12:75 lakh
crore between 1950 and
2017. In just over seven
vears under Yogi's lead-

ership, it has more than
doubled, with a target of
Rs 30.77 lakh erore set
for the current: financial

yedr.

Once derided, Uttar
Pradesh today stands
tall s India’'s  sec-
ond-largest  economy,
contributing 9.2 percent
to the national GDP. In
2023-24, while India’s
GDP grew by 9.6 percent,
Uttar Pradesh surpassed
this with an impressive
growth rate of 11.6 per-
cent, underlining the
state’s surging economic
momentum.

Before 2017, chronic
budgetary deficits had
stalled development
projects and  delayed
salary payments. Today,
thanks to rigorous fiseal
management and deep
structural reforms, Ut-
tar Pradesh has been a
revenue-surplus  state
for five consecutive
years — all achieved
without placing addi-
tional tax burdens on
its citizens. The govern-
ment's  crackdown on
tax evasion, plugging of
revenue leakages, and
extensive adoption of
digital governance have
significantly enhanced
transparency and effi-
ciency.

Himachal
governor
inaugurates
state-level
Haroli festival

Una (1TP)
Timachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Shiv Pratap Shuk-
la on Monday said it is
the collective respon-
sibility of the people to
build a drug-free society
to. give the right direc-
tion to youths.

Inaugurating the
three-day Haroli Utsay
on Sunday night, he said,
“A country progresses
only when its youths
stay away from drugs
and move towards their

&

Extending his best
wishes to the people
of Haroli; the governor
said their festival is a
wonderful confluence
cultural traditions, folk
life and social unity.

Akhilesh slams BJP govtin UP over
‘attack’ on SP MP Ramji Lal Suman

Lucknow
Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Ya-
dav slammed the BJP
government in  Uttar
Pradesh on Monday over
an alleged attack on par-
ty MP Ramji Lal Suman,
claiming that it was part
of a broader pattern of
intimidation against
PDA (backwards, Dalits
and minorities).

Karni Sena activists
hurled tyres at Suman’s
eonvoy at the Gabha-
na toll booth on the GT
Road between Aligarh
and Delhi on Sunday,
police said.

Talking to reporters
here, Yaday said, “The
atmosphere that has
been created m Uttar
Pradesh today is one
where the (Mahindra)
Thar  and  bulldozers
have deliberately been
turned into symbols of
the BJP's
and fear.”

He alleged that the
attack on Suman took

dominance

place because the Rajya
Sabha MP was on his
way to Sunhera village
in Bulandshahr district,
where he was set to rai
his voice against atr
ties on Dalits, ineludin
the crushing of some vil-
lagers under the wheels
of a Mahindra Thar ve-
hicle, resulting in the
death of a Dalit woman
and serious injuries to
athers.

“The government is de-
liberately using the Thar
and bulldozers to instill

fear among people. This
is not just an attack on
Ramji Lal Suman, it is
a direct challenge to the
government’s  so-called
zero-tolerance policy on
erime,” the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
said.

Asserting that the SP
stands by the Consti-
tution and rule of law,
Yadav alleged that with
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) being in
power in Uttar Pradesh,
certain sections of the
society have been given
the complete freedom
Lo commit atrocities be-
cause "their people”™ oc-
cupy pesitions of power
at every level.

“The attack on Suman
paints towards full sup-
port from the govern-
ment machinery. Today,
they are intimidating
opposition leaders, to-
morrow, they will not
even spare the common
people,” he said.

Agency




WorLp/Business y
China backs Pakistan, advocates

‘fair probe’ into Pahalgam attack
“_

Over 1 000
Indians leave
Pakistan for home
after Pahalgam

terror attack
Lahore

More than 1,000 Indi-
ans have left Pakistan
for their home via the
Wagah border over the
last six days after they
were forced to cut short
their visits because of
‘the cancellation of visas
in the wake of the Pa-
halgam terror attack, an
official said on Monday.

“Over 1,000 Indi-
ans have left Pakistan
for their home via the
Wagah border over the
last six days. Similar-
ly, more than 8oo Pa-
kistanis have returned
home by Monday,” a
government official said.

He added that those
possessing long-term vi-
sas from both countries
are lacmg problems in
repatriation.

On Sunday, 236 Pa-
kistanis returned home
and 115 Indians crossed
into their homeland.

At Wagah, Pakistan
Rangers and India’s
Border Security Force
thoroughly checked the
papers of the repatriated
citizens before allowing
them to proceed with
immigration.

On April 22, terrorists
opened fire in Kashmir's
Pahalgam killing 26 peo-
ple, in the deadliest attack
in the Valley since the
Pulwama sirike in 2019.

The Resistance Front
(TRF), a proxy of the
banned Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
claimed  responsibility
for the attack.

In New Delhi, the Cab-
inet Committee on Secu-
rity (CCS) on Wednes-
day decided, among
other things, to close the
Integrated Check Post at

Attari with immediate
effect.
B USINESS

Beijing

hina on Monday
said it welcomes
all measures to

“cool down” the current
situation between India
and Pakistan, including
a “swift and fair investi-
gation” into the Pahal-
gam terror attack, and
expressed support for its
all-weather ally in safe-
guarding its sovereignty
and security.

“China welcomes all
measures that help to
cool down the current
situation and supports
fair and just investiga-
tions at an early date,”
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun told a media
briefing here.

He, however, evad-
ed direct response to a
question whether Bei-
Jjing will take part in the
probe, as, according
to a Russian media re-
port, Pakistan wanted
China and Russia to be
part of the investiga-
tion into the Pahalgam
attack.

He also parried an-

other question about
fairness and credibil-
ity of any investiga-
tion, considering that
Pakistan faced alle-
gations of sponsoring
cross-border terrorism
in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

As a neighbour of
both India and Paki-
stan, China hopes that
both countries  will
exercise restraint and
work in the same direc-
tion, handle relevant
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differences  properly
throu%h dialogue and
consultation and joint-
ly uphold peace and
stability in the region,
Guo said.
India and Pakistan
are both important
countries in  South
Asia. Peaceful coexist-
ence between the two
countries is important
to the peace and the
development of the re-
gion, he said.
While *hina

on

April 23 “strongly con-
demned” the  brutal
terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Pahal-
gam in which 26 peo-
ple, mostly tourists,
were killed, its first
reaction on the rising
tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan came
after Pakistani Depu-
ty Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Tsh-
aq Dar called China’s
top diplomat Wang Yi
on Sunday and sought

p———————
He, however, evaded
direct response to
a question whether
Beijing will take part
in the probe, as,
according to a Russian
media report, Pakistan
wanted China and
Russia to be part of
the investigation into
the Pahalgam attack.

7 killed 9 injured in bomb
blast in northwest Pakistan

Peshawar

At least seven people

were killed and nine in-
jured on Monday after
a powerful bomb blast
ripped through the of-
fice of a peace commit-
tee in Pakistan's restive
Khyber ~ Pakhtunkhwa
province, police said.
The bomb blast oc-
carred at the office of a
local peace committee
in Wana, headquarters
of South Waziristan dis-
trict, police said.
According to  hospi-
t; {mini: ion, 16

Bex]m;,ssu port.

g the phone
ca]l w1 h Dar upon re-
quest, state-run Global
Times reported.

Dar briefed Wang,
who besides being For-
eign Minister is also a
member of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China
(CPC), on the latest
tensions between Paki-
stan and India “follow-
ing a terrorist attack in
the Kashmir region”,
state-run Xinhua news
agency report quoted
on foreign press re-
lease.
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injured people were
brought to the hospital
after the explosion, of
which seven succumbed
to their injuries.

So far, no group has
claimed  responsibility
for the blast.

The police stated that
the explosion was so
severe that it destroyed
the building of the peace
committee’s office, trap-
ping several people un-
der the debris.

Rescue teams and
locals reached the site
upon receiving the in-
formation and started
an operation to retrieve
the injured from the

rubble.
The injured were
transferred to a nearby

hospital, where they
are receiving treat-
ment. According to
the hospital adminis-
tration, some of those
injured are reportedly
critical.

So far, no official
statement has been
released about the na-
ture or motives behind
the explosion.

However, police and
security agencies have
cordoned off the area
and launched an in-
vestigation.

Officials have said
that evidence is Dbe-
ing collected from the
scene, and different
aspects are being ex-
amined to trace those

responsible for the
blast.
Pakistan  has  wit-

nessed a surge in terror-
ist incidents, particularly
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan prov-
inces, following the col-
lapse of the ceasefire
agreement with the out-
lawed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in No-
vember 2022,

I[sraeli strikes on Gaza kills at least 27 Palestinians

Deir Al-Balah
Israeli sirikes on the
Gaza Strip overnight
into Monday killed at
least 27 Palestinians, ac-
cording to local health
officials.

Israel arried out
daily strikes on Gaza
since ending its cease-
fire with Hamas last
month. Tt has cut off
the territory’s two mil-
lion Palestinians from
all imports, including
food and medicine,
since the beginning of

March in what it says is
an attempt to pressure
the militant group ta
release hostages.

The daily bombard-
ment and widespread
hunger is taking a heavy
toll on Gaza’s most vul-
nerable residents, in-
cluding pregnant wom-
en and children.

An  airstrike hit a
home in Beit Lahiya,
killing 10 people, in-
cluding a Palestinian
prisoner, Abdel-Fattah
Abu Mahadi, who had

been released as part of
the ceasefire. His wife,

A
two of the

cl;i]dren
and a grandchild were

also killed, according to
the Indonesian Hospi-
tal, which received the
bodies.

Another  strike hit
a home in Gaza City,
killing seven people,
including two  wom-
en, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry's
emergency service,
Two other people were
wounded.

Late Sunday, a strike
hit a home in the south-
ern city of Khan You-
nis, killing at least 10

people, including five
siblings as young as
four-years-old, accord-
ing to the Health Minis-
try. Two other children
were killed along with
their parents, accord-
ing to Nasser Hospital,
which received the bod-
ies.

There was no imme-
diate comment from
the Tsraeli military. Ts-
rael says it makes every
effort to avoid harming
civilians and blames
Hamas for their deaths

because the militants
operate in densely pop-
ulated areas.

The war began when
Hamas-led  militants
attacked southern Isra-
el on October 7, 2023,
killing some 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians,
and abducting 251. Ha-
mas is still holding 59
hostages, 24 of whom
are believed to be alive,
after most of the rest
were released in cease-
fire agreements or oth-
er deals.

Sensex Soars 1,006
Points, Nifty Hits 24,300
on Reliance Gains

Mumbai
Benchmark BSE Sensex
soared by 1,006 points to
close above 80,000 level
on Monday as a sharp
rally in Reliance Indus-
tries and private banks,
and foreign fund inflows
helped stock markets
cut short two days of
fall amid Tndia-Pakistan
border tensions.

The 3o-share BSE
Sensex jumped 1,005.84
points or 1.27 per cent to
settle at 80,218.37 with
23 of its constituents
ending with gains and
seven in the red. Dur-
ing the day, it surged
1,109.35 points or 1.40
per cent to 80,321.88.

The NSE Nifty ral-
lied 289.15 points or
1.20 per cent o close at
24,328.50.

Reliance  Industries
surged by 5.27 per cent
to emerge as the biggest
gainer among Sensex
stocks. The oil-to-retail
behemoth reported a 2.4
per cent rise in March
qudrter net profit beat-
ing street estimates.

Mahindra & Mahindra
spurted 2.29 per cent
after the auto major an-
nounced a Rs 555-crore

GNCAP urges corporates to choose 5

TSN/New Delhi
Global New Car Assess-
ment Program (GNCAP) ,
a safety rating system for
vehicles has updated it’s
fleet safe guide and rec-
ommended to corporates
and fleet owners to go in
for safer vehicle selection
using NCAP ‘five star’ rat-
ings and the UN safety

acquisition of SML Isuzu
and said that the buyout
was a strong strategic
fit for the company that
would put it in a strong
position. SML Isuzu Ltd
shares, on the other hand,
tanked 10 per cent.

Sun Pharma, Tata
Steel, State Bank of India,
Axis Bank, Tata Motors,
Larsen & Toubro and ICI-
CI Bank were also among
the Sensex gainers.

HCL Tech, UltraTech
Cement, Nestle and Hin-
dustan Unilever were
among the laggards.

Foreign  Institution-
al  Investors  (FIIs)
bought equities worth
Rs 2,952.33 crore on
Friday, according to ex-
change data.

Foreign investors have
infused Rs 17.425 crore
in the country’s equity
markets last week, sup-
ported by a combination
of favourable global cues
and strong domestic
macroeconomic funda-
mentals.

This came follow-
ing a net investment of
Rs 8,500 crore in the
preceding holiday-trun-
cated week ended April
18.

NCAP has revised and
further developed our
FleetSafe guide. It reflects
the latest thinking and
recommendations on ve-
hicle selection. Improved
fleet selection and pur-
chasing can contribute
greatly to ensuring safer
vehicles enter the fleet,
ﬁafgguardmg the health

for

cars.

“Work-related ~ crash-
es cause a third of glob-
al road deaths, making
driving one of the biggest
risks for employees. To
assist fleet managers in
making safer vehicle pur-
chasing decisions, Global

g of em-
ployees and contribute
to saving lives globally.”
Said David Ward, Pres-
ident Emeritus , Global
New Car Assessment Pro-
gram (GNCAP)

“Using Global NCAP's
guidelines and adopting a
five star commitment will

IIP growth steady at 3 pc in March
slows to 4-year low of 4 pc in FY25

_New Dethi

ndia’s industrial

production  growth

remains almost flat
at 3 per cent in March
sequentially,  though,
on a year-on-year basis,
it slipped from 5.5 per
cent, mainly due to poor
performance of the man-
ufacturing, mining and
power sectors,

The government also
revised the industrial
growth figure down-
ward to 2.7 per cent for
February 2025 from the
provisional estimate of
2.9 per cent earlier this
month, according to the
official data released on
Monday.

In the fiscal 2024-25,
the TIP decelerated to
a four-year low of 4 per
cent. It was 5.9 per cent
in 2023-24 and the pre-
vious low was recorded
at -8.4 per cent in 2020~
21

The growth was 11.4
per cent in 2021-22 and
5.2 per cent in 2022-23.

The factory output,
measured in terms of the
Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP), rose by 5.5
per cent in March 2024,

be the best way for fleet
managers to meet their
duty of care for employ-
ees, reduce the costs of
road crashes, and demon-
strate real commitment
towards Corporate Social
Responsibility. How vehi-
clefleets are driven, main-
tained, and purchased is
an important contributor
to improved road safety.
said Mr Ward.

“Over 1.1 billion two
wheelers are sold global-
ly and they also require
multiple safety meas-
ures to be implemented.
Two-wheelers  should
have ABS, blind spot
detections systems and

as per the data.

The data released
by the National Statis-
ties Office (NSO) also
showed that the manu-
facturing sector’s output
growth slightly decel-
erated to 3 per cent in
March 2025 from 5.9
per cent in the year-ago
month

Mining  production
dipped to 0.4 per cent
from 1.3 per cent growth
ayear ago.

Power output also
slowed to 6.3 per cent in
March 2025 against 8.6
per cent in the year-ago
period.

Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist & Head -
Research & Outreach,
Tera, said, “In sequential
terms, the improvement
in YoY (year-on-year)
growth of electricity and
mild uptick in that of
manufacturing was off-
set to a large extent by
the d]p in the growth of
mining

Loong ahead, while
there is some evidence
and commentary around
frontloading in exports
to the US, we need to see
whether this is driven by
redirection away from
other geographies or a

bump up inoutput in the
ongoing month”.

As per use-based clas-
sification, the capital
goods segment growth
decelerated to 2.4 per
cent in March 2025
against 7 per cent in the
year-ago period.

Consumer  durables
(or white goods produc-
tion) grew 6.6 per cent
during the reporting
month against a growth
of 9.5 per cent in March
2024.

In March 2025, con-
sumer  non-durables
output contracted 4.7
per cent compared to a

more to make them saf-
er. With Two wheelers
accounting for 44% of
road fatalities in India,
improving their safety
is major priority. These
priorities include an-
ti-lock brakes, standards
for helmets, enforce-
ment & road design.” He
added.

“For further safety of
Two wheeler riders GN-
CAP recommends an-
ti-lock brakes (ABS) for
all bikes capable of plus
50kmh. India is world
leader on ABS standard
but it has mandated ABS
above 125¢c but could go
further.  he said.

——
The government also
revised the industrial
growth figure down-
ward to 2.7 per cent
for February 2025
from the provision-
al estimate of 2.9
per cent earlier this
month, according to
the official data re-
leased on Monday.

growth of 5.2 per cent a
year ago.

According to  the
data, infrastructure/
construction goods re-
ported a growth of 8.8
per cent in March 20235,
down from a 7.4 per
cent expansion in the
year-ago period.

The data also showed
that the output of pri-
mary goods logged a
3.1 per cent growth in
March 2025 against 3
per cent a year earlier.

The expansion in the
intermediate goods
segment was 2.3 per
cent in the month un-
der review, down from
6.1 per cent a year ago.

Agency

-star safety vehicles

“Since ABS has been
a successful interven-
tion to reduce the risk
of road crashes and
fatalities involving
two-wheelers and fa-
talities, this should be a
feature in all motorised
two-wheelers  above
50c¢e,” said David Ward
of Global New Car As-
sessment Programme
at a conference on ‘Ve-
hicle and Fleet Safe-
ty" at the Institute of
Road Traffic Education
(IRTE). Safe technolog-
ical systems, including
ABS for all two-wheel-
ers, cannot be ignored,
he added.

Gold Price
drops Rs 1,000
amid US-China
trade deal
optimism

New Delhi

Gold prices declined Rs
1,000 to Rs 98,400 per
10 grams in the national
capital on Monday amid
weak global trend, ac-
cording to the All India
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of
99.9 per cent purity had
closed at Rs 99,400 per
10 grams on Thursday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent
purity depreciated Rs
1,000 to Rs 97,900 per
10 grams against the
previous close of Rs
98,900 per 10 grams.

“Gold prices contin-
ued to decline as easing
US-China trade ten-
sions boosted investors”
risk appetite, reducing
demand for safe-haven
assets like bullion while
a stronger dollar added
downward pressure on
gold,” Abans Financial
Services’ Chief Executive
Officer Chintan Mehta
said,

On Friday, China an-
nounced it would ex-
empt some US imports
from its steep 125 per
cent tariffs, though it
denied that any formal
trade talks were under-
way.

Meanwhile, the US
Federal Reserve offi-
cials signalled that they
see no immediate need
to adjust monetary pol-
icy, choosing instead to
monitor the economic
impact of the Trump ad-
ministration’s tariffs.

This hawkish stance
suggests that interest
rate cuts may not mate-
rialise in the near term,
further weighing on
gold, which typlcally los-
es appeal as a non-yield-
ing asset when interest
rates stay elevated.

Advt Contact :
9818-799941
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Getting reverse swing s
“ one thing, execution

under pressure an-
other: Axar on Starc

viltg

DC eye improved middle-overs
batting show against struggling KKR

B DC suffer two defeats in their last four matches, including a loss to Royal Challengers Bengaluru on Sunday

New Delhi

elhi Capitals (DC) would

aim for an improved batting

effort in the middle overs

when they face a struggling

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in their

2025 Indian Premier League (IPL)
match here on Tuesday.

DC have suffered two defeats in
their last four matches. including a
loss to Royal Challengers Bengaluru
on Sunday, and will look to avoid any
hiccups at the business end of the
tournament.

Abhishek Porel has batted with
plenty of aggressive intent at the top
of the order but veteran Fafl fu Plessis
will quickly need to get used to the
slow nature of surface at Kotla after
struggling in his comeback game.

KL Rahul has been DC's leading
rin-getter this season but could not
accelerate against the spinners on
Sunday night. He would back himself
to take on the likes of Sunil Narine
and Varun Chakaravarthy.

With quality spinners in their ranks,
KKR could pose a stiff challenge for
the home. The Ajinkya Rahane led-
side is slightly low on confidence af-
ter a tough outing against Punjab
Kings in a rain-hit match,

A solid innings is expected from
Rarun Nair to ensure Rahul isn't left
to shoulder the burden dlone in the
middle-order.

In the bowling department, DC
skipper Axar Patel led from the front
with two wickets but found little sup-
port from others. Star pacet
Mitchell Stare, who went wicketless

against RCB, will lnok to exploit the
weaknesses in his former team, while

Kuldeep Yadav, with his deceptive
googlies, remains a threat in the mid-
dle overs

fielding has also left muchto
be desived against RCB, with Porel
dropping & crucial catch of Krunal
Pandya on Sunday night.

MCA to launch
cricket academy
modelled on NCA

Pune

The Maharashtra Cricket Associa-
tion will start its own ericket acad-
v modelled on the Centre of
Excellence (erstwhile NCA) in
based in Bengaluru and will also
come up with ‘regional centres’,
says president Rohit Pawar.

The MCA will start with a fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 75 lakhs
each for six district cricket associ-
ations and similar support will be
extended to the other hodies in the
future.

There are a total of 21 districts
under the jurisdiction of the MCA
and the six districts to have got the
assistance are Jalna, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Pune, Kolhapur,
Satara and Parbhani.

The academy will be named ‘Ajay
Shirke — Maharashtra Cricket
Academy’, named after the former
MCA president who also served
as treasurer and secretary in the
BCCI.

The announcements was made
by MCA president Pawar during
the governing body's MahaVan-
dan MCA Awards 2025 ceremony,

Former India captain Shubhan-
&1 Kulkarni was honoured with the
MCA Lifetime Achievement Award
whereas former India player Kedar
Jadhav, whao retired in June last
year, was given the Legendary
Cricketer Award for his “remark-
able contribution” to Maharashtra
and Indian cricket.

“The Maharashtra Cricket Asso-
ciation remains committed to the
development of grassroots cricket.
The announcement of our very
own cricket academy is & ‘major
step in this direction,” Pawar said
in arelease.

=

KKR, meanwhile, have managed
just seven points so far and are placed
seventh inthe standings, having failed
to collect any points from their last
three matches, including two losses
and a no-result.

Rahane will be desperate to arrest
the slide and keep their playoff hopes
alive, with another defeat making
the task tougher.

Issues have eropped up across de-
partments for KKR.

Their batting lacks a settled look,
with Quinton de Kock and Rahman-
ullah Gurbaz being rotated in the
opening slot alongside Narine, while
the side has relied heavily on Rahane
and youngster Angkrish Raghuvanshi
Lo seore runs.

‘The middle-order trio of Venkatesh

L

(Nt

Ramandeep Singh has struggled to
make a significant impact.

Bowling has been anather area of
concern, with KKR failing to break
opening stands, allowing teams to
post big fotals — as seen in the last
game where PBKS added 120 for the
opening wicket.

While KKR managed to pull things
back at the death, it will require a col-
lective effort from Chakaravarthy,
Vaibhay Arora, and Harshit Ranato
stem the flow of runs against DC.

Teams (From):

Delhi Capitals: Axar Patel ©,
Jake Fraser-McGurk, Abishek Porel,
Karun Nair, KL Rahul (wk), Tristan
Stubbs, Ashutosh Sharma, Vipraj
Nigam, Mitchell Stare, Kuldeep Ya-

People are forgetting the

New Delhi
Indian superstar Virat Kohli has un-
derlined the importance of stitching
partnerships in T20 cricket, especial-
Iy on wickets where heaving the willow
from the word go isnot possible.

The pitches in'the IPL thus far have
been on the slower side, not allowing
the batters to go hammer and tongs
fram ball one. However, the likes of
Kohliand K L Rahul have flourished in
challenging batting conditions.

Kohli collected hissixth half-centu-
ry in 10 IPL innings against Delhi
Capitals on Sunday, helping RCB main-
tain their unbeaten run away from
home.

It was a top win, especially looking
atthe surfice. We saw a fewgames here
and this wicket played out differently
compared 1o those. Whenever there's
a chase on, 1 keep checking with the
dugout, whether we're on course,”
Kohli; who played a second-fiddle to
Krunal Pandya, said after the win,

Kohli elaborated on his batting
methodology, saying he analyses the
conditions and changes his style of play
accordingly.

“(What) the total (is) on the board.
What the conditions are like. Who are
the bowlers that are due to bowl. Who
are the bowlers that are going to be hand
to get away,” Kohli explained swhen

Pakistan ex-cricketers Shoaib Akhtar, Basit Ali’

New Delhi

Former Pakistan cricketers Shoaib
Akhtar and Basit Ali's Youtube chan-
nels have been blocked in India fol-
lowing “an order from the govern-
to national security or
in the wake of Pahal-
gam terror attack.

The Indian government has with-
held several Pakistani channels after
the April 22 terror attack in which 26
people, mostly wurists, were gunned
down.

The move follows recommenda-
tions from the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs in which it said that the Pak
istani YouTube channels were “dis-
seminating provocative and com-
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asked how he plans the chase.
"I try and make sure my singles and
doubles don't stop so that the game
doesn’t get stagnant. People are for-
getting the importance of partherships
and that's coming to the fore in this
to try and dominate the

S
Iyer, Andre Russell, Rinku Singh and

W weals

s L=l
o
dav, Mohit Sharma, Mukesh Kumar,
Sameer Rizvi, Darshan Nalkande,
Donovan Ferreira, Tripurana Vijay,
Dushmantha Chameera, Faf du
Plessis, T Natarajan, Ajay Jadav Man-
dal, Manvanth Kurnar L, Madhav Ti-
wari.

Kolkata Knight Riders: Ajinkya
Rahane ©, Rinku Singh, Quinton de
Kock (wk), Rahmanullah Gurbaz
(wk), Angkrish Raghuvanshi, Rov-
man Powell, Marish Pandey, Luvnith
Sisodia, Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul Roy,
Moeen Ali, Ramandeep Singh, Andre
Russell, Anrich Nortje, Vaibhav Aro-
rat, Mayank Markande, Spencer John-
son, Harshit Rana, Sunil Narine,
Varun Chakaravarthy, Chetan
Sakariya.

Match starts at 7.30 pm.

Sunil Joshi biggest name
in contention for Spin
Coach’s role at BCCI's COE

New Delhi

ommer India left-arm spinner

Sunil Joshi has thrown his

hatin the ring for the post of

spin bowling coachat BCCI's
Centre of Excellence (COE) that was
vacated by Saira) Bahutule earlier
this year.

The COE was ¢arlier known as the
National Cricket Academy when it
was based out of the Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengalum. [t remains in
the ¢ity but is now operational from
a new location after BCCT purchased
land to build a more expansive facil-
ity.

Bahutule resigned tobecome an as-
sistant coach in IPL franchise Ra-
jasthan Rovals.

The 54-year-old Joshi, who played
15 Tests and 69 ODIs for India be-
tween 1996 and 2002, is currently
working with Ricky Ponting in the
Punjab Kings IPL team and has also
coached Uttar Pradesh during the do-
mestic season,

He has also worked with
Bangladesh’s national men’s team
a8 its spin bowling consultant.

According to sourees in the BCCIL,
Joshiappeared for his interview on-
linein front of a three-member pan-
eleomprising COE's Head of Cricket
VVS Laxman, chairman of men's se-
lection committes Ajit Agarkar and
General Manager (Cricket Opera-
tions) Abbey Kuruvilla.

There were four others, who ap-
peared for the interview in person, in-
cluding India U-19 women's team
coach Nooshin Al Khadeer, who was
an off-spinner during her playing
days.

She represented the country in five
Tests and 78 WODIs and has been
working in the erstwhile NCA setup
for some years now.

Anather strong candidate is be-
lieved to be Rakesh Dhruy, a former
Gujarat and Saurashtra left-arm spin-
ner. Veteran off-spinner Pritam

CEN

Gandhe, a domestic doven from Vi-
darbha, hasalso been interviewed for
the post.

When a senior BCCI official was
asked about the interviews for the po-
sition, he said: “Obviously, Sunil
Joshi has the best CV out of all the
other candidates. In case of Nooshin,
the BOCT is also going to have an elab-
orate women's wing with dedicated
staff for international, national and
domestic age-group women’s cricl-
eters.” “While playing elite level does
embellish the CVand Sunil is the only
(men’s) Test cricketer among those
who appeared for interview, his
biggest plus is considerable experi-
ence in elite level coaching.

"He has coached multiple first-
vlass teams, has been a part of [PL
eoaching set-up and also coached
senior men’s international team. And
don't forget, he is from Bengaluru,
which makes a lot of sense logisti-
eally,” he said.

But even Dhruy can’t be ruled out
as he has played a lot of cricket for
Saurashtra and Gujarat.

Most of the candlidates were asked
about their vision for the role.

The chosen candidate will be ex-
pected to not just provide technical in-
sight to international stars like Ra
dra Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav or Wash-
ington Sundar but also work with a
host of India A, India U-19 and top
domestic performers.

Aussie podcasters remove IPL 2025 videos
importance of partnerships after receiving ‘polite’ legal letter from BCCI

in T20s, says Kohli

Svdney
A"polite legalletter” from the BCCT has
prompted the creators of a popular Aus-
tralian podeastto take down “every sin-
glevideo” related to their coverage of the
ongoing Indian Premier League from
their social media accounts.

Sam Perry and lan Higgins, who
host The Grade Cricketer, received a le-
gal natice from the BCCI and the IPL
over the weekend.

“You may have noticed that every sin-
glevideo from our coverage of thisyear's
cricket tournament has been removed
from YouTube, YouTube Shorts, Face-
hook, Instagram and X,” Perry said on
the podi

“This is something we've done our-
selves, it hasn't beendone tous, wehave
removed these videos. On Saturday
evening Australian time we received a
very polite legal letter about elements
of our content from the cricket tour-
nament we speak to you about per-
taining specifically to this season.

“As a result we decided to take those
videos down,” he added.

ling to a report in the ‘Sydney

bowlers through partnierships and pro-
fessionalism.” Knunal, who struggled
initially to get going, eventually hithis
first fifty in IPL in nine years.

“Krunal was outstanding, he can
make an impact and it was just about
time. We've commiunicated beati ful-
ly, Krunal kept telling me to stay while
he took his chanees,” said Kohli.

munally sensitive content, false and

Morning Herald', “The legal notice was
related to claims that Grade Cricketer
IPL videos featured still photography
shots from the tournament that the
BCCI considered to he used for ‘com-
mercial’ rather than ‘editorial’ purpos-
es.” 1t is to benoted that the [PL, in its
media advisory, makes it clear that
the audio and videos they provide are

misleading narratives and misin-

exclusively for editorial use.

“Media are allowed to use the press
eonference video/audio on their re-
spective websites or mobile applications
for editorial use. The press conference
video/audio canmot be uplonded on so-
eial media platforms incduding but not
limited to YouTube, Facebook, Insta-
gram and X (formerly Twitter),"all TPL
medinadvisories read.

Both Perry and Higgns arescheduled
totravel to India for a few live shows this
week.

“It's veryimportant to note we're go-
ing to continue to post coverage of the

The Indian government
has withheld several
Pakistani channels after
the April 22 terror attack
in which 26 people,
mostly tourists, were
gunned down.

formation against India, Army
and security agencies™. Dawn News,
Irshad Bha SAMAA TV, ARY
NEWS, BOL NEWS, Raftar, The
Pakistan Reference, Geo News,
Samaa Sports, GNN, Uzair Cricket,
Umar Cheema Exclusive, Asma Shi-

tournament, at the same cadence that
wedo. In fact, there's going to be more
in the next couple of weeks because
we're going to India,” Perry said.

“But our approach to content has
been consistent for five years, we just
now have a deeper understanding of
what is and isn’t passing muster.” The
Grade Cricketer produces a daily show
called “The Big IPL Breakfast', and fol-
lowing the development, it will be re-
named.

“We are considering changing its
name to the Big Cricket tournament
Breakfast,” Perry said.

s YouTube channels banned in India

razi, Muneeb Farooq, SUNO News
and Razi Naama are the other Pak-
istani channels banned in India.

Following the order, the channels

ave been withheld by Youtube.

“This content is currently un-
available in this country because of
an order from the government re-
lated to natienal security or public
order,” stated a Youtube message on
logging into the channels.

Akhtar, a former pacer of repute,
is a popular figure among Indian
fans {or his in-depth and often hu-
morous analysis of international
cricket issues. Basit, a former Pak-
istan coach, runs similar content
on his channel,
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China serious

about winning

gold at LA
Olympics: Former
Australia captain
Steve Waugh

Sudirman Cup Final: India face uphill task
against Indonesia in battl for survival

Xiamen (China)

aced with a herculean task to

trump a formidable Indonesia

and stay afloat in the compe-

tition, an under-strength In-
dia will need its struggling singles
stars to deliver the goods in a must-
win Group D contest at the BWF
Sudirman Cup Finals here on Tues-
day.

India’s campaign began on a dis-
astrous start on Sundaywith a 1-4 de-
feat to Denmark, a result that put their
qualification for the knockout stagein
serious jeopardy.

With only two teams progressing
from Group D, India must secure a
win against Indonesia to keep their
hopes alive otherwise, their third and
final group match against England
will be reduced to just a formality.

The poor form of their star singles
players — Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy,
and PV Sindhu has not helped the
team.

However, there is some hope for In-
dia. Laks
top men’s singles player lnnatan
Christie in their last two encounters
— at the Paris Ol\mplu and the All
England I

In the women's singles, with In-
donesia’stop plaver Gregoria Mariska
Tunjung pulling out, Sindhu will face
world No. 11 Putri Kusuma Wardani,
aplaver she has beaten twice before.

Despite this, Indenesin boast a
strong contingent of doubles players,
jar Alfian, Muhammad
nto, Leo Rolly Carnando,
1 Shohibul Fikri, and

PR Sreejesh conferred
Padma Bhushan

by President
Droupadi Murmu

New Delhi
Former Indian hockey star PR
Sreejesh was honoured with the
prestigious Padma Bhushan award
by President Droupadi Murmu for
his outstanding contribution to
the field of sports.

The official X handle of President
of India posted,

"President Droupadi Murmu
presents Padma Bhushan in the
field of Sports to Shri Sreejesh P. R.
Heisa former Indian Hockey goal-
keeper and the corrent Coach of the
Junior Indian Hockey team. Sree-
jesh is widely known for the dou-
ble Olympic Bronze medals and for
being the only hockey goalkeeper in
the world to win the prestigious
FIH Goalkeeper of the Year thrice
during his 22-year playing career.”

The Padma Awards are among
the highest civilian honours in In-
dia and are given in three cate-
gories: Padma Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan, and Padma Shri. These
awards recognise exceptional
achievements in various fields such
as art, social work, public affairs,
seience and engineering, trade and
industry, medicine, literature and
education, sports, and civil service.

The Padma Vibhushan is-award-
ed for exceptional and distin-
guished service, the Padma
Bhushan for distinguished se:
ice of a high order, and the Padma
Shri for distinguwished service in
any field. The awards are an-
nounced anhually on the oceasion
of Republic Day.

For the year 2025, the Presi-
dent approved the conferment of
139 Padma Awards, including a
duo case (where an awand is count-
ed as one). The list comprises 7
Padma Vibhushan, 19 Padma
Bhushan, and 113 Padma Shri
awards. Among the awardees, 23
are women, and the list also in-
cludes 10 individuals from the cat-
egories of
Foreigners/NRI/PTO/OCI and 13
posthumous awardees.

PR Sreejesh’s recognition is seen
as a proud moment for Indian
hockey, celebrating his illustrious
career and immense contributions
to the sport.

Sreejesh, revered as the 'God of
Modern Indian Hockey' and cur-
rently serving as the Coach of the
Indian Men's Junior Hockey T
becomes only the second hockey
player to receive the Padma
Bliushan after the legendary Major
Dhyan Chand, who was honoured
with the award in 1956.

Sreejesh's stellar career, which
spanned 18 years and saw him
represent India in 336 interna-
tional matches, came to a close af-
ter the Paris Olympics 2024, In his
finl appearanee at the Olympics,
Sreejesh’s exceptional goalkeep-
ing helped India secure a Bronze,
adding to the historic Bronze medal
won in Tokyo 2020,

Daniel Marthin — all ranked among
the world's top 10.

With India’s top men's doubles
duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty absent, the inexperi-
enced pairing of Hariharan Am-
sakanian and Ruban Kumar Rethi-
nasabapathi will face an uphill battle
inwhat is likely to be a tough contest.

In the women's doubles, Febriana

Labhiri finishes 22nd; Niemann wins Liv

Mexico City
Indian golfer Amrban Lahin returnied
acard of two-over 73 in the final round
to finish T-22in LIV Golf Mexico City

Teeing off from the 18th, Lahin
opened with a hirdie and added two
mare on the second and the 12th.

His bogeys came on the sixth, the
10th and the 13th and he double bo-
geyed the Par-4 third.

Joaquin Niemann registered his
third victary of the season, rallying past
two major champions with his moth-
erinattendance for the first time out-
side of his native Chile.

The 26-year-old Niemann also
eamned an invite to the U.S. Open,
thanks to the LIV Golf exemption he

Mexico along with invite to US Open

— L
clinched with one tournament to go.

Niemann seemed to make it look
easy thisweekend, shooting 64-65 af-
ter an opening 68 on Friday.

He started the final round three
shots behind second round leader
Bryson DeChambeau, the Crushers
GC captain, and two shots behind
Ripper Captain Cameron Smith in
the final group but outperformed
both major winners, each of whom
failed to bredk pat on the par-71
layout.

With the victory, Niemann ex-
tended his season-long points lead
and guaranteed his exemption into
the U.S. Open, no matter what hap-
pens next week at LIV Golf Korea.

Dwipuji Kusuma and Amallia Cahaya
Pratiwi are ranked world No. 8, and
without Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand, Tanisha Crasto and Shru-
ti Mishra will be hoping to build on
their encouraging performance against
Denmark, which was the lone bright
spot for India in their opening mateh,

In the mixed doubles, India’s Dhmv
Kapila and Tanisha will face the chal-
lenge of overcoming world No. 21 Ri-
nov Rivaldy and Pitha Haningtyas
Mentari of Indonesia.

Back in February, India had suffered
a sethack at the Badminton Asia Mixed
Team Championship, where they were
eliminated in the gquarterfinals in
Qingdao, despite fielding a strong
squad and they would like to avoid a
league stage exit here.

India’s best-ever performance at
the Sudirman Cup has been two guar-
terfinal finishes: in 2011 and 2017.

Saransh Jain named captain
of rebranded Jabalpur
Royal Lions for MPL T20

Indore

Senior off-spinner and India A play-
er Saransh Jain was on Monday
named captain Jabalpur Royal Li-
ons. formerly known as the Jabalpur
Lions who won the inaugural edition
of the Madhya Pradesh League (MPL)
here.

While India has made signifi
progress in recent years — highlight-
ed by their historic Thomas Cup win
in 2022 and the Badminton Asia
Women's Team Championships title
in 2024 — the absence of key doubles
pairs has dampened their prospects in
the ongoing Sudirman Cup.

The hise has ¢
change in name and ownership ahead
of the second season with Econexis
Sports being the new owners,

the plavers draft held here on
Sunday, the franchise added other key
players to its squads including Rahul
Batham, Abhishek Bhandari, and Sid-

darth Pattidar.

The franchise hadn't retained any
er from the first season but re-
tained Jain in the player draft and
completed the full roster of 16 players.
Two more players will be added from
selection trials to be held in Jabalpur.

Jabalpur Roval Lions squad:
Saransh Jain (¢}, Rahul Batham, Ritik
Tada, Siddarth Pattidar, Ritesh
Shakya, Dharmesh Patel, Pankaj Pa-
tel, Prabhanshu Shukla, Taanishg Ya
da\ Ankit Singh Kushwaha, Sanjog
Nijjer, Akarsh Singh Parihiar, Ab-
hishek Bhandari, Atul Kushwaha,
Aheer Pratap Singh, Anubhav Agarwal.

India bag 13 gold medals at South
Asian Youth TT Champlonshlps

Kathmandu
India bagged 13 gold and three silver
in an impressive medal haul in the
South Asian Youth Table Tennis Cham-
pionships here.

The qualification event for this year's
Youth Asian Championships saw the
Indian contingent dominate the com-
petition across various categoties an
Sunday.

The Indian teams grabbed three
gold medals in the Under-19 girls,
Under-15 boys, and Under-15. girls
sections and made a clean sweep of all
six goldsin the U-19 and U-15 doubles,
including the mixed doubles events.

Additionally, India secured fourgold
medals in the U-19 boys and girls sin-
gles events.

However, hosts Nepal claimed the
fourth gold in the U-19 boys category.
Despite a lone loss w Pakistan in the
five-team league phase, Nepal fin-
ished ontop with seven points, secur-
ing three wins and edging out Sri Lan-
ka and Bangladesh, who took second
and third place, respectively.

India, having qualified for the Youth
Asian Youth Championships last vear,
did not have to field its squad in the

Jamshedpur FC knock NorthEast United out in
Kalinga Super Cup quarter-finals after sudden death

Bhubaneshwar (Odisha)
Jamshedpur FC secured a hard-
fought semi-final spot in Kalinga
Super Cup 2025 after edging North-
East United FC 5-4 in a dramatic
quarter-final penalty shootout at the
Kalinga Stadium on Sunday, April
27, 2025. The mateh had ended in
a stalemate after regulation time,
forcing a nervy penalty shootout
that went into sudden death,

Khalid Jamil's men showed great
composure under pressure, even
after Jordan Murray and Stephen
Eze missed during the initial set of
five penalties. NorthEast United
had their own share of troubles,
with Guillermo Fernandez and
Michel Zabaco missing their early
attempts. Despite rallying to tie
the shootout at 3-3, NorthEast fal-
tered in sudden death when Asheer
Akhtar skied his shot, while
Ashutosh Mehta and Lazar Cirkovie
converted for Jamshedpur.

The win sets up a semi-final clash
between Jamshedpur FC and Mum-
on Wednesday, April 30,
, as per the ATFF official

bai Ciiy

llu- match itself was a tactical
battle, witlvboth coaches adopting
4 cautious approach from the out-
set. With attacking threats such as
Alaaeddine Ajaraie, Nestor Albi-
ach, and Guillermo Fernandez for
NorthEast, and Javier Hernandez
Gonzalez, Javier Siverio and Jordan
Murray for Jamshedpur, defensive
discipline was paramount,

The first half saw few clear-cut
chances as both sides focussed on

closing down space and maintaining
shape. The first notable opportuni-
ty came for NorthEast United in the
15th minute, when Ajaraie’s thun-
derous free-kick from 32 vards was
palmed away by Albino Gomes, en-
suring the scores stayed level.

Jamshedpur also had their mo-
ments, with Hernandez and Siverio
linking up well, but they failed to se-
riously trouble Gurmeet Singh in
the NorthEast goal.

The pattern continued in the sec-
ond half, with both teams struggling
to break down stubborn defences.
Jithin MS came closest for North-
Fast with a well-struck volley from
21 yards that whistied just past the
post, while Siverio and Murray we
repeatedly denied by Gurme
safe handling.

titutions were made by both
managers Lo try and inject fresh im-
petus, but they largely failed to in-
fluence proceedings, and the stale-
mate persisted until the final whis-
tle.
In the resulting shootout, it be-
came a test of nerves. After the
isses from both sides, the

(luuh Thoi Singh Huidrom briefly
kept NorthEast United's hopes alive
with a compaosed finish, but when
Asheer Akhtar blazed his effort
over the bar, Jamshedpur had the
last laugh. Stephen Eze was pre-
sented the Kalinga Player of the
Match award by Dr. Saswat Kumar
Rout, Officer on Special Duty,
Sports and Youth Services Depart-
ment, Government of Odisha.

competition.

In the team events, Pritha Vartikar,
Ananya Chande, Hardee Patel, and
Diya Bramhachary elinehed the U-19
girls gold, dcﬁ:uhng 14

Prateeti Paul, Aarushi Nandi, Advi-
ka Arawal, and Tanmayee Saha tri-
umphed in the Uxs girls category,
thrashing Sri Lanka 3-0.

Inthe U-19 boys' singles final, Kushal
Chopda triumphed aver fellow Indian
R Balamurugan 3-1 to claim the gold,
as the Indiang secured the top two
sputs.

In the U-19 gitls’ singles, Ananya
Chande defeated Pritha Vartikar 3-1 to
take the gold, leaving Pritha with the sjl-
ver.

Central govt should take big steps
against terrorists: HI president

Bhubaneswar

Hockey India (HI) President Dilip
Tirkey has condemned the recent
terror attack which took place in Pa-
halgam, Jammu and Kashmir, and
ested the Centre to take the

est action” against the ter-

cmml govt should take big
steps ng,urm larronsxs "'ﬁ mnocent

must not happen. J&K is a very
heautiful place...a lot of people go
there. .1 request the Government of
India to take the strictest action
against those terrori: " Tirkey
said while speaking to ANT on Sun-
day.

The tribute came in the wake of
one of the deadlicst attacks in Kash-
mir since 2019. On Tuesday, ter-
rorists attacked tourists at the Bais-
aran meadow in Pahalgam, killing
25 Indian nationals and one Nepali
citizen, and leaving several others
injured. The incident has sent
shoclovaves across the nation and

%

the international community.

Following the attack, India has
taken strong diplomatic steps
against Pakistan, holding it ve-
sponsible for continuing support to
eross-border terrorism. Global lead-
ers have also condemned the attack
and expressed solidarity with India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
strongly condemned the terror at-
tack, assuring that the perpetrators
would be brought to justice.

In a post on X (formerly Twitter),
PM Modi said,"T strongly condemn
the terror attack in Pahalgam, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Condolences to
those who have lost their loved
ones. 1 pray that the injured recov-
er at the earliest. All possible as-
sistance is being provided to those
affected.”

He further added, "Those behind
this heinous act will be brought to
justice... they will not be spared!
Their evil agenda will never sue-
ceed. Our resalve to fight terrorism
is unshakable, and it will get even
stronger.”




“It will be very
difficult™. Karla Sofia
Gascon on possibility
of her return to US

Washington

ciress Karla Sofia

Gascon  talked

about her possible

eturn to the US

and expressed concern over

the trans community “losing,

their freedom” around the
world.

She also talked about her
film ‘Emilia Perez’, according
toThe Hollywood Reporter.

Gascon, the first trans
woman to be nonzinated for
a Best Actress in Oscar, had
earlier faced backlash over
resurfaced tweets contain-
ing anti-Islam and racistre-
marks, and later she apolo-
gised for her past actions
and expressed her commit-
ment to learning and growth.

Gascon, whowas on track
to make history as the first
openly transgender actress to
win an Academy Award, saw
her chances dashed after
journalist Sarah Hagi un-
covered her guestionable
tweets from 2016.

The posts, which included
derogatory comments about
Islam, George Floyd, and the
LGBTQ+ community,
sparked widespread outrage
and led to a backlash against
Gascon.

On talking about her pos-
sibility of retirning to the US,
she said in Spanish, which
was later translated to, “Tm
looking forward to it. The
question is whether, when I

get to the United States,
everything will be okay.”

She continued, alluding to
President Trump's executive
orders that targeted trans-
gender, nonbinary and in-
tersex people, "1 hope so,
but if they don't let me in or
they don'’t let me work be-
cause they consider that Tam
not a sufficiently qualified
person ar they want to dis-
criminate against me be-
cause of my sexuality, then it
will be very difficult,” as per
‘The Hollywood Reporter.

“But1hope so. 'mlooking
forward to doing millions of
things in the United States
because I think it's a won-
derful country full of some-
thing that we have all wished
for in this world, which is
freedom, and we are losing it.
Weare losing it,” she added,
as per the outlet.
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Kajol unveils Shubhangi as
leading lady of Anupam
Kher’s “Tanvi The Great’

Mumbai
egendary actor
Anupam Kher re-
vealed Shubhan-
i as the lead ac-
tress of his film ‘Tanyi The
Great'.
During the press con-
ference

The
introductory

teaser of ‘Meet Tanvi’
has also been released,
showcasing Shubhangi as
Tanvi. The debutant was se-
lected from Anupam Kher’s
acting school, Actor Pre-
pares, where she has
trained over the years, as
per the press re-

lease.
held in
Mumbai, today, Bollywood
actor Kajol introduced the
lead actress, Shubhangi.
Since the announcement
of the film, the lead actress

has been kept under
wraps.

‘While introducing her,
Kajol asked Shubhangi
how she feels about being
part of the event, She
replied, “Amazing, excited
and you (Kajol) are stand-
ing next to me"

Kher praised Kajol as
an actor and said, “1
just called her up
and said T am
unveiling Tavi,
will you come,
she said, *Yes',
there was no
discussion
and she is
here.”

He told Kajol,
“....Tlearned a lot
from you” When
asked, why he decided to
call Kajol for the event,
hereplied, “She is the best
looking, she is the best
performer and she is rele-
vant today both as a per-

Paul Rudd recalls
his fame post

‘Clueless’

, says ‘I

started getting
more work”

Washington

ctor Paul Rudd

recalled working

in the 1995 com-

ing-of-age teen
comedy film, ‘Clueless’ and
why he still “really feel so
famous”.

“I didn’t really feel so
famous,” said Rudd,
adding, “T was a working
actor and 1 still had a reg-
ular job when I was doing
this commercial the first
time, reported People.

“And then as it slowly
started to, as I started get-
ting more work, occasion-
ally someone would say,
‘Hey. Clueless!” or whatev-
er,” he continued, adding,
“But it wasn't — nothing
felt so different really.

“And, you know, I think
just the very nature of the
time when there was no so-

cial media, there was no in-
ternet — everything just
went by just a little bit
slower,” added Rudd.

Rudd appeared in the
films Clueless (1995), Hal-
loween: The Curse of
Michael Myers (1995),
Romeo + Juliet (1996),
Wet Hot American Sum-
‘mer (2001), Anchorman:
The Legend af Ron Bur-
gundy (2004), The 40-
Year-Old Virgin (2005),
Knocked Up (2007), I Love
You, Man (2000), and This
Is 40 (2012).

He shared that he
“would do whatever kind of
work I could get” to fund
his acting dreams through-
out the ‘gos, including
waiting tables and DJing at
weddings and bar mitz-
vahs, as reported by Peo-
ple.

son and as a performer
and T knew she will say yes
also and she doesn’t take
herself so seriously and
that is the best part about
her...if ever 1 was to make
this film few years back I
would have cast Kajol as
Tanvi."

The introductory teaser
of ‘Meet Tanvi® has also
been released, showcas-
ing Shubhangi as Tanvi.
The debutant was selected
from Anupam Kher's act-
ing school, Actor Prepares,
where she has trained over
the years, as per the press
release.

While talking about
casting, Kher said, “When
it'came to casting Tanvi, L
was determined to discov-
era fresh face and selecta
talent from my institute,
Actor Prepares, in order to
aoffer a neweomer this op-
portunity. Shubhangi was
the chosen one, who is an

-
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exceptionally bright tal-
ent. She has given her all
to portray Tanvi —a story
very close to my heart.”

“Iam deeply grateful to
Kajol for her support and
for giving Shubhangi so
much love on this impor-
tant occasion,” he added.

Reflecting on her debut,
Shubhangi shared, “I am
immensely grateful to
Anupam Kher Sirand Ac-
tor Prepares for giving me
this opportunity to be the
face of such a special film.
My joy had no limits when
I got to I will be playing
the role of Tanvi. Em-
bodying the character of
Tanvi has been an over-
whelming yet enriching
experience.  Working
alongside so many legends
in the film industry has
strengthened my founda-
tion, and I am determined
to continue working even
harder.”

et}
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Salman Khan
postpones UK
tour in light of
Pahalgam attack

Jaipur

alman Khan has an-
nounced the post-
ponement of his
highly anticipated
UK tour, ‘The Bollywood
Big One’, following the trag-
je Pahalgam terror attack
that claimed 26 lives on
April
The superstar took to his
Instagram on Monday to
share the news, dting the
need for a pause in the wake

of the tragic event.
The tour, which was
scheduled for May 4 and
May 5 in 24 and

ic events in Kashmir, and
with profound sadness, we
have taken the difficult de-
cision to postpone The Bol-
lywood Big One shows, orig-
inally scheduled for May
4th and 5th in Manchester
and London.”

*While we understand
how much our fans were
looking forward to these
performances, we feel it is
only right to pause during
this time of grief. We sin-
cerelyvapologise for any dis-
appointment or inconven-
ience this may cause and
deeply your un-

London, was set to feature
some of Bollywood's biggest
stars, including Kriti Sanon,
Varun Dhawan, Sara Ali
Khan, Madhuri Dixit, Tiger
Shroff, Disha Patani, Sunil
Grover, and Maniesh Paul.

However, the eritire show
‘has been postponed to alat-
er datein light of the sombre
situation,

In his post, Salman wrote,
“In light of the recent trag-

Raga-based live ensemble Jhalaa

to be lauch at

Mumbai

raga-based music

ensemble Jhalaa

is set to be un-

veiled at  the
WAVES (World Audio Visu-
al and Entertainment Sum-
mit) 2025 in Mumbai on
May 1

The summit will be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. UK Culture
Secretary Lisa Nandy isalso
expected to speak at the
event. She will deliver a
keynote titled “Creative
Bridges: Unlocking Power
of Cultural and Digital Part-
nerships Between UK and
India."

Featuring an ensemble of
12 musicians, 6 women
(singers-dancers) and 6 men
(singers and multi-instru-
mentalists), Jhalaa blends
the raga-based music witha
fresh, contemporary style.

Music maestro AR Ral-

man, N gian DJ and mu-
sician Alan Walker, rapper
King, and singer Shreya
Ghoshal are all set to enter-
tain the andience with their
performances at the WAVES
(World Audio Visual and En-

Summit) 2025.

This landmark injtiative
is the flagship project under
the Bharat Maestro(a)
Awards, launched earlier this
year by music legend AR
Rahmanto celebrate India’s

WAVES

musical heritage and uplift
the next generation of clas-
sical musicians, according
to the press release.
Curated by Rahman, Jha-
laa was formed through a
global talent search that re-

;s*ummit

ceived more than 500 en-
tries, ultimately bringing to-
getherthe finest young artists
formally trained in Indian
classical music and classical
dance forms.

“In the golden eras of In-
dian dassical music, ragas
drew inspiration from na-
ture, the seasons, and the
changing tides of human
emotion. Jhalaa seeks to
rekindle that connection, of-
fering animmersive experi-
ence that weaves the moods
of natureand the rhythms of
life into every performance,”
said award-winning com-
poser Khatija Rahman in a
statement.

Khatija alongside music
director and BMA's Adviso-
v Board Member, Sai Shra-
vanam and Kannika Uss,
Project Head of Jhalaa and
Head of KM Musiq, has
worked passionately to bring
this vision to life.

derstanding and support.
New dates for the shows
will be announced shortly,”
the caption further read.

“This decision follows sim-
ilar actions by several other
prominent artists, includ-
ing Arijit Singh and Shreya
Ghoshal, who cancelled their
upcoming concerts in Chen-
naiand Surat, respectively,
out of respect for the victims
of the attack.

Kenneth
Branagh hails
Tom Cruise as an
‘underestimated’
actor

Washington
n a heartfelt tribute to
his long-time friend
and co-star, actor and

director  Kenneth
Branagh has praised Tom
Cruiseas an “underestimat-
ed" actor, despite the actor’s
massive success in block-
buster franchises.

Cruise is set to be hon-
oured with the British Film
Institute’s (BFI) highest ho-
noir, the BFI Fellowship, in
recognition of his extensive
contributions to the film in-
dustry. particularly in the
UK.





