51,958 power
outages over
S hours in AAP
tenure, claims
Ashish Sood

Wagf board
turned land mafia,
but ‘Mafiagiri’
won’t be tolerated
in UP: CM
Adityanath
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Waqf board
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India, US
Expedite Talks for
Bilateral Trade
Agreement

11

AFI makes it
mandatory for
athletes to take
part in at least
one event before
Fed Cup
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“Anupam Kher sir will
always be my Guru...”:
Neil Nitin Mukesh

Trump slaps 26% reciprocal

tariffs on India, 34% on China asc

W The proposed US policy of raising tariffs is the
‘regulatory arbitrage’ crutch that the US is offering
its businesses. It is the laziest form of arbitrage.

I ] resident Don-
d Trump an-
nounced a 26 per
cent “discounted recip-
rocal tariff” on India,
half of the 52 per cent
levies imposed by India
on American goods, as
he described India as
“very, very tough.”

"This is Liberation
Day, a day we've been
waiting for a long time.
2nd April 2025 will for-
ever be remembered as
the day American indus-
try was reborn, the day
America’s destiny was
reclaimed, and the day
we began to make Amer-
ica wealthy again, going
to make it wealthy, good,
and wealthy,” Trump
said on Wednesday in
remarks from the Rose
Garden at the White
House as he announced
the closely watched re-
ciprocal tariffs on coun-
tries that impose levies
on American goods.

In his nearly hour-
long remarks on a cold
Wednesday late after-
noon in the Rose Garden,
Trump listed various
countries from around
the world and the tar-

iffs they charge on US
products, saying, “For
decades, our country has
been looted, pillaged,
raped and plundered
y nations near and far,
both friend and foe alike.
American steelworkers,
auto workers, farmers,
and skilled craftsmen.

B India is already negotiating a bilateral trade agreement with

the US. The two countries are aiming to finalise the first phase

of the pact by fall (September-October) of this year.

They really suffered
gravely. They watched
in anguish as foreign
leaders stole our jobs.
Foreign cheaters ran-
sacked our factories, and
foreign scavengers tore
apart our once-beautiful
American dream.”

In his nearly hour-

Will empower Muslim women:
Govt tables Waqf Bill in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi
Minority

nion
Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju

on rejected
the opposition’s alle-
gations that the rights
of Muslims were being
snatched away.

While tabling the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill,
2025 in the Rajya Sabha,
he also clarified that the
“inclusive” legislation
aims to empower Mus-
lim women and protect
the rights of all Muslim
sects.

Some of the opposition
MPs in the Upper House
were wearing black as a
mark of protest against
the bill.

The Lok Sabha passed
the bill with a 288-232
vote in the early hours
of Thursday after over 12
hours of debate.

In the Rajya Sabha,
Rijiju emphasised that
the bill aims to usher in

transparency, account-
ability and efficiency
in the of

Wagf properties, assert-

ing that only a Muslim
can become a ‘Wagqif
and said the question
of the majority of mem-
bers on the Central Waqf
Council being non-Mus-
lims does not ari:
Tabling the bill in the
Upper House, which was
examined and redrafted
by a Joint Parliament:
Committee (JPC), Ri
said the proposed legis-
lation has nothing to do
with religion, but deals
only with properties.
The minister informed

the House that there
were 4.9 lakh Waqf
properties in 2004,
which have now in-

creased to 8.72 lakh.
Seeking the opposi-
tion’s support lo pass
the bill, Rijiju said it
aims to accor S

lish the
of the
previous governments.
He also said Wagf
owns the largest chunk
of properties in the
country, leaving aside
those owned by Defence
and Railways. Agency

long remarks on a cold
Wednesday late after-
noon in the Rose Garden,
Trump listed various
countries from around
the world and the tar-
iffs they charge on US
products, saying, “For
decades, our country has
been looted, pillaged,

New Delhi
In a major blow to the

West Bengal govern-

ment, the Supreme
Court on Thursday in-
validated the appoint-
ment of 25,753 teachers
and staffers in the state-
run and aided schools,
calling the entire selec-
tion process “vitiated
and tainted”,

A bench comprising
Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar
upheld a Calcutta High
Court verdict of April
22, 2024, annulling the
appointments and said
the tainted candidates
should refund their
“salaries/payments re-
ceived”

“This is a case where-
in the entire selection
process has been vitiat-
ed and tainted beyond
resolution.  Manipula-
tions and frauds on a
large scale, coupled with
the attempted cover-up,

US tariffs: India not in a hurry, to
follow wait and watch approach

New Delhi

ndia will wait and
Iwalch the situation

emanating from the
imposition of addition-
al import duties by the
US on the global trade
and not take any action
in a hurry as America
may itself face problems
from its domestic indus-
try, government sources
said.

US President Don-
ald Trump on April 2
announced  reciprocal
tariffs ranging 11-49 per-
cent on about 60 coun-
tries, including India
and China. It will come
into effect from April 9.

The official said there
are both challenges and
opportunities for India
as many of its competi-
tor countries in exports,
such as China Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Cambodia
and Thailand, face high-
er duties.

“As a country we need
to watch the situation
and need not be in a
hurry. This is something
new that has happened.
It is unprecedented. The
US industry too would
be angry from this move
and challenges will also
be there. We need to
wail, observe, and and
see because we should

not rush to conclusion
that this is it for the fu-
ture. We need to see
what is there in store on
their side,” one of the

sources said.

The duties announced
by the US are aimed at
cutting down its trade
deficit and boost manu-

facturing.

On the 27 percent duty
on India, they added
that only 6-7 sectors like
shrimp and carpet could
face challenges from the
steep taxes, but major-
ity of other sectors like
pharma and electronics
would get opportunities
to increase shipments
as competitor natio;
would face higher duties
than India.

As per rough calcula-
tions, about 25 per cent
of India’s exports have
got exemptions from
taxes and the rest have
“mixed scenarios”.

Agency

raped and plundered
by nations near and far,
both friend and foe alike.
American steelworkers,
auto workers, farmers,
and skilled craftsmen.
They really suffered
gravely. They watched
in anguish as foreign
leaders stole our jobs.
Foreign cheaters ran-
sacked our factories, and
foreign scavengers tore
apart our once-beautiful
American dream.”
Joined by factory and
automotive workers,
as well as members of
his Cabinet in the audi-
ence, Trump signed the
“historic Executive Or-
der” instituting recipro-
cal tariffs on countries
throughout the world.
“Reciprocal. That
means they do it to us
and we do it to them.
Very simple. Can't get
any simpler than that,”

JKAS transfers:
LG-Omar clash looms

Srinagar .
owdown is
ooming between
ammu and Kash-
mir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha and the nearly
six-month-old  govern-
ment over the transfer
of bureaucrats and other
issues, prompting Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
to convene on Friday an
urgent meeting of MLAs
belonging to the ruling
National Conference
and supporting parties.
The agenda for the
meeting to which legisla-
tors of the alliance part-
ner Congress have also
been invited remained
a subject of speculation
as Abdullah and NC
2R 5 e

Trump said to I
from those gathered for
the event.

"Let me offer just a few
examples of the vicious
attacks our workers have
faced for so many years.
The United States charg-
es other countries only a

CONTD ON PAGE-2

have dented the selec-
tion process beyond re-
pair and partial redemp-
tion. The credibility and
legitimacy of the selec-
tion are denuded,” said
the 41-page judgement
authored by the CJI.
The verdict went on,
“We find no valid ground

tightlipped.

But the meeting is
expected to discuss the
reported interference by
Raj Bhavan in admin-
istrative matters which
fall in the domain of the
elected government.

The controversial

or reason to interfere
with the direction of the
high court that the ser-
vices of tainted candi-
dates, where appointed,
must be terminated, and
they should be required
to refund any salaries/
payments received,
Since their appoint-

—
et

M calls meet

transfer of 48 bureau-
crats belonging to the
Jammu and Kashmir
Administrative Service
(JKAS) by the L-G two
days ago led to the lat-
est flashpoint between
the Raj Bhavan and the
Abdullah  governmen!
which regards the trans
fers as violative of the
legal and administrative
framework under the
Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act.
Sources in the know
said the chief minister
has written to Sinha
asking him to review
the unilateral decision,
pointing out that the
transfers and postings
of officers outside the All
India Serv adre was
the prerogative of the
elected government.
Such orders under-
mine the functioning
and authority of the
elected government, Ab-
dullah asserted in the

letter.
Agency

Blow for Mamata as SC cancels
appointment of 25,753 teachers

HIGHLIGHT

B The top court gave re-
lief to such employees
who were not in the
category of tainted
candidates and had
previously worked in
other state depart-
ments or with autono-
mous bodies.

ments were the result of

fraud, this amounts to

cheating. Therefore, we
see 110 justification to al-
ter this direction.”

For candidates, who
were untainted, it said
the selection process
was rightly declared
null and void due to the
“egregious violations
and illegalities” as it vio-
lated Articles 14 (equali-
ty before the law) and 16
(equality of opportunity
in matters of public em-
ployment) of the Consti-
tution.

Agency

Stalin to challenge Waqf Bill
in SC, gets AIADMK support

Chennai
King strong ex-
ception to the pas-
sage of the Wagf
Bill in the Lok Sabha,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter and Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam president
M K Stalin on Thursday
said his party would file
a case in the Supreme
Court against the Bill.
Following the an-
nouncement, the op-
position All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam expressed sol-
idarity with ‘all steps’
taken by the DMK on the
issue while the Bharatiya
Janata Party members
staged a walkout from
the Assembly House in

protest.

The CM, who came to
the Assembly wearing a
black badge to protest
against the passing of
the Bill, said adopting

the amendment at 2 am
‘at the behest of a few al-
lies” despite the opposi-
tion of the majority par-
ties in India, ‘is an attack
on the structure of the
Constitution’.

“This is an act that dis-
turbs religious harmony.
To highlight this, we are
participating in today's
Assembly proceedings
wearing black badges,”
the chief minister told
the House. “T would like
to inform you that a case
will be filed in the Su-
preme Court on behalf
of the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK)
against this controver-
sial amendment.

Agency



Trump slaps
269% reciprocal
tariffs on India,
34% on China

CONT FROM PAGE-1

2.4 per cent tariff on
motorcycles. Meanwhile,
Thailand  and  others
charge much higher rates,
like 60 per cent. India
charges 70 per cent, Viet-
nam charges 75 per cent,
and others are even high-
er than that.

“Likewise, until today,
the United States has
for decades charged a
2.5 per cent tariff. Think
of that — 2.5 per cent
on foreign-made auto-
mobiles. The European
Union charges us more
than 10 per cent tariffs.
India charges 70 per cent
and perhaps worst of all
are the mnon-monetary
restrictions imposed by
South Korea, Japan, and
very many other nations,"
he said.

As he announced the
tariffs, Trump held up a
chart that showed the tar-
iffs that countries such as
India, China, the Europe-
an Union, Japan, Taiwan,
South Korea, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, and Pakistan
levy on US products, and
the reciprocal levies these
countries will now have
to pay.

On India, the chart
showed that the country
charged 52 per cent tar-
iffs on the US, "including
currency  manipulation
and trade barriers”, and
America would  now
charge India "discounted
reciprocal tariffs” of 26
per cent,

"India, very, very tough.
Very, very tough. The
Prime Minister just left.
He's a great friend of
mine, but I said, ‘You're
a friend of mine, but
you're not treating us
right.’ They charge us 52

er cent. You have to un-
derstand, we charge them

ost ing, for years
and years and decades,
and it was only seven
years ago, when 1 came
in, we started with China
and we took in hundreds
of billions of dollars from
China in tariffs,” Trump
said.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had visited
Washington, DC, in Feb-
ruary, less than a month
after Trump took the oath
of office and began his
second term in the White
House as President.

In the past, Trump has
called India the “tariff
kmg and a “big abus-
er”. During a joint press
conference with Modi in
the White House on 13th
February, Trump had
said that India has “been
very strong on tariffs”
and *1 don't blame them,
necessarily, but it’s a dif
ferent way of doing busi-
ness. It's very hard to sell
into India because they
have trade barriers, very
strong tariffs.”

Agency
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BJP demands Mamata’s resignation after SC
invalidates appomtment of 26 000 teachers

Kolkata:

VP Ve West Bengal
BJP on Thurs-
day demanded

the resignation of Chief
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee for the “plight” of
around 26,000 teachers
whose jobs were inval-
idated by the Supreme
Court.

The apex court on
Thursday invalidat-
ed the appointment of
25,753 teachers and
other staff in state-run
and state-aided schools
in West Bengal, terming
their selection process
“vitiated and tainted”,

“The sole rt-zsponsi-
bility for this massive
corruption in_ teacher
recruitment  lies
the failed Chief Minis-
ter of the state, @Mam-
ataOfficial. The Supreme
Court’s verdict has made
it clear how, under
Mamata Banerjee's rule,
the merit of educated
unemployed youth in
West Bengal was sold
in exchange for money!”
state BJP president and
Union Minister of State
for Education Sukanta
Majumdar said in a post
on X,

BJP MP and former
Caleutta High Court
judge Abhijit Ganguly
blamed CM Banerjee for

the situation, alleging
that heradministration’s
ineptitude worsened the
crisis and victimised de-
serving candidates.

He added that the
TMC government would
be voted out of power by
the people in the coming

ays.
He demanded that
Banerjee should take
full responsibility of this
“huge ecorruption” and
resign from the post of
the chief minister.

Inavideo posted on X,
BJP state president Ma-
jumdar expressed em-
pathy with the deserving

Indian Navy'’s 1st Intl Ocean
Ship Sagar finished its harbour
& sea training phase in Kochi

Abhishek Byahut

New Delhi:
The Indian Navy'
International  Ocean
Ship Sagar (I0S Sagar)
recently finished its har-
bour and sea training
phase at Southern Na-
val Command in Kochi.

The ship and its crew
have now departed for
Karwar.

This training involved
44 international train-
ees from nine friendly
countries participating
in a program that in-
cluded basie seaman-
ship and advanced sim-
ulator training.

The training empha-
sized teamwork under
the motto “One Ocean
One Mission,” covering
communication  skills,
firefighting,  damage
control drills, and spe-
cific tactics like Visit

) Boaré Search &

(VBSS) procedure:

The crew received
hands-on training with
simulators, helping
them tackle challenges
in maritime operations.

The training also al-
lowed for the sharing
of best practices among
participants. Over the
years, Indian Navy
training  institutions
have educated over
20,000 officers and sail-
ors from over 50 coun-
tries.

The
crew also trained at sea
with Indian Navy per-
sonnel on INS Sunayna,

international

preparing them to work
effectively together dur-
ing upcoming missions.
10S Sagar aims to en-
hance maritime cooper-
ation and stability in the
Indian Ocean Reg'ion.

Govt is eyeing Waqf land may turn to
temple trust properties next: Uddhav

Mumbai:
“Shiv Sena (bBl) 3T) chief
Uddhav Thackeray on
Thursday claimed that
the Union government
has its eye on the land
of the Waqf boards, and
it may turn its atten-
tion to the land of tem-
ples, churches and gu-
rudwaras next.

His party opposed the
BJP’s fraudulent stand
on the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill and “its ploy
to take away (Waqgf)
land and give it to its
industrialist  friends,”
Thackeray said at a press
conference here, hours
after the bill was passed
by the Lok Sabha.

The Sena (UBT),
former BIP ally now
part of the Opposition’s
INDIA grouping, has
opposed the bill. Ma-
harashtra deputy Chief

. i
mitted a greater “crime”
than joining hands with
the Congress.

“The concern about
the Muslim community
shown by the BJP and its
allies supporting the bill
will put (Pakistan found-
er Muhammad Ali) Jin-
nah to shame,” Thacker-
ay told reporters.

His remarks came as
the BJP and the Shiv
Sena led by Shinde
sought to cornmer the
Sena (UBT) for ‘aban-

Wagf (Amendment) bill.

“You are eyeing Wagqf
land, but temple trusts,
churches, gurudwaras
too have land. You may
be eyeing us (lands of
Hindu temples) as well.
The bill was brought just
for land. We have op-
posed this sham,” said
Thackeray, a former Ma-
‘harashtra chief minister.

“If the Waqf bill is
for the betterment of
the Muslim communi-
ty, who has abandoned
Hindutva (by bringing it
in),” he asked.

“What has the Wagqf
(Amendment) Bill to do
with Hindutva? How
will Hindus benefit from
this?" he further said.

Thackeray, however,
admitted that the bill
Thas some good elements,
and said his party will
not support negative

candidates who got their
Jjobs “using their skills
and merit but became
sufferers due to corrupt
mishandling of the en-
tire recruitment process
by the Mamata Baner-
jee government which
is  solely responsible
for facilitating jobs to a
large number of tainted
‘teachers in an irregular
manner’.

They could not be
distinguished from the
deserving  candidates.
The corrupt Mamata Ba-
nerjee government owes
an explanation to the
people of the state, par-

the deserving teachers,”
Majumdar added.
Ganguly told report-
ers in Delhi, “Deserving
and tainted candidates
can be separated and
marked if there is will.
The Supreme Court has
already unmasked the
extent of corruption
and irregularities of the
TMC-run  government
Had the Mamata Baner-
jee government carried
the exercise of differenti-
ating deserving/incom-
petent candidates, so
many deserving young
touchers won't have to

The apex court on
Thursday invalidated
the appointment of
25,753 teachers and
other staff in state-
run and state-aided
schools in  West
Bengal, terming their
selection process
“vitiated and tainted".

lose their jobs.”

Calling on the people
of Bengal to oust the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment, Ganguly said,
“Differentiating between
deserving and non-de-
serving, tainted teaching
job candidates is not an
impossible tagk. Once
we get the mandate un-
der Suvendu Adhikari's
leadership in Bengal, we
will complete the pro-
cess in a perfeet, fair and
transparent manner.”

Ganguly, during his
tenure as the former
judge of Caleutta High
Court, had first taken
up the SSC recruitment
case leading to the in-
vestigation into the big
scam by central agen-
cies and arrest of several
TMC and government
heavyweights in con-
nection with the scandal
since 2022.

TMC's Rajya Sabha

MP Dola Sen said the
party respects the judg-
ment and asserted that it
has always been against
corruption.

“We hope that the
state government will
examine the order and
take appropriate steps
after speaking to legal
experts. The party will
always stand with the
deserving candidates,”
she added.

Hundreds of teach-
ers, who had qualified
the 2016 recruitment
examinations conduct-
ed by the West Bengal
School  Service Com-
mission (WBSSC), had
been staging a sit-in in
the heart of Kolkata for
months, requesting that
the merits of their cases
be considered and val-
idated by the judiciary
while giving the judg-
ment,

Many of them broke
down in tears after hear-
ing about the verdict.

An apex court bench
comprising Chiel Jus-
tnce of India (CJI) San-

R Justice
Sam'\y Kumar upheld
a Caleutta High Court
verdict dated April 22,
2024, annulling the ap-
pointments.

Pronouncing the ver-
dict, the CJI said that

Victory for free speech: Atishi, Sanjay
Singh walk free in defamation battle

New Delhi:

A Delhi court on Thurs-

day dismissed a criminal
defamation  complaint
filed by Congress leader
Sandeep Dikshit against
former chief minister
Atighi and AAP MP San-
Jjay Singh, underscoring
their “legitimate exercise
of fundamental right to
freedom of speech and
expression”.

Additional chief ju-
dicial magistrate Paras
Dalal refused to take
cognisance of Dikshit’s
complaint and said the
averments and conten-
tions labelled defamato-
ry by Dikshit were “not
m\pulanon but “polit-

aspirations and as-
sumons

The order said the
statements of the AAP
politicians  urged the
public to make a “wise
decision of their pre-
cious vote” and couldn’t
be termed as imputa-
tions “worthy of scruti-
ny” under defamation
Taws.

“This court fails to
find that the necessary
ingredients of criminal
defamation are prima
facie not made out. The
press conference and
averments made by the

respondents is nothing
more than political dis-
course amongst rival
and competing parties,”
it sai
The statements were
observed to have done
“nothing but cast po-
litical aspirations™ and
“assertions on the com-
plainant™ and his party
Indian National Con-
gress (INC) without the
mental element to cause
harm to Dikshit's repu-
tation, the judge said.

“Since no prima facie
offence has been made
out from the ‘complaint
of facts', this court de-
clines to take cognisance
of the offence,” the judge
said.

The court said the
statement—"BJP is help-
ing Congress in the Del-

aimed at Dikshit,
was it defamatory.

“The AAP stating in
the elections that BJP
and INC are acting in
collusion with aim to

er would be very well
covered within the *fun-
damental _freedom of
ﬂ]])eech and expression’,”

e court added.

Dikshit, the court held,
couldn’t be defamed for
a reference made to the
IN

On Dikshit’s allega-
tion that the AAP leaders
claimed he had accepted
“erores of rupees” from
the BJP, the judge said
some bits and pieces of
the averments made, or
answers to the questions

On track to recovery: RPF & DoT
unite to reclaim lost mobile phones

i S

Staff Reporter
New Delhi:

The Railway Protection

Force (RPF) has part-
nered with the Depart-
ment of Telecommuni-
cations to improve the
recovery of lost mobile
phones for railway pas-
sengers.

This initiative is part
of operation ‘Amanat’,
and follows a suecess-
ful pilot program in the
Northeast Frontier Rail-
way.

The new system will
be implemented across
Indian Railways, help-
ing millions of passen-

IS

At the launch event
for the Central Equip-
ment Identity Register
(CEIR) portal, RPF Di-
rector General Manoj
Yadava emphasized the

using digital technolo-
gv will provide a more
transparent way for pas-
sengers to recover their
lost phones, strengthen-
ing trust in the railway
system and improving
passenger safety.

The CEIR portal is a
key tool that helps re-
cover mobile devices
by blocking their IMET
numbers and allowing
for tracking and man-
agement of stolen or

resale and making it
easier to recover devic-
es through advanced
tracking.

RPF has already been
active in returning lost
property to passengers,
recovering items worth
¥84. 03 crores from
January 2024 to Feb-
ruary 2025. This new
CEIR integration will
enhance their efforts
to return misplaced
mobile phones to their

ofthe reporters, counldn’t
De seen in isolation,

“The respondent
number 1 (Atishi) can
clearly be seen to have
stated that INC was
getting funds for cam-
paign of its candidates
and Dikshit was one of
them,” the judge said.

‘The respondents even
asked the INC to come
clean on the funding of
their candidates, includ-
ing Dikshit, it added.
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Defamation case
against Rahul
Gandhi UP court
defers hearing
to April 15

Sultanpur (UP):

A special court on Thurs-
day deferred to April 15
the hearing in a defama-
tion case against Lead-
er of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
due to the complainant’s
failure to present a wit-
ness.

Advocate Kashi Pras-
ad Shukla, representing
the Rae Bareli MP, con-
firmed that the hearing
could not take place due
to absence of witness.

PUBLIC IIIITIGE

Mat iy elient Sk 17
S/o Lt S Rum Avier Sirigh dnd
his wife Smt- Nirmala Devi. Both
sesdent of R0 =426, Ciali No.77.
Mo Fnclave, itam Nagar Nesw
Dlhi-110059 s disowned his son
Rajeey. Numar, m, wale M\m_a,
Kunar and grund
Divyomsbis T T Fom el
movuble sd smmovible propertiss
Ty shient hisd also svorss cantl pver
ther due the dhsobedience and any
person deal weith thee in any manncr
il it Wi o risk und my
cliicans shall ot be held responsible
far their set and Habilins.

Aayant Tewari
Advocate

Lawyer Chamber No. 410,
Dwarka Court Comples, Dwarks
Cout, See-10, New Delli-11007S.
Mah. 9213624688
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PUBLIC NOTIGE

‘Bet known (o all concemed tha my
clicas Ruvinder Kumar Gupu' So
HS Gupta Rfn House Now A-10.
Lovely Apartments Miyur Vilur
Phase-| Extension. Potpargas, East
Delhi -10W T and Sushitn Gupu
Wie Ravinder ¥
s No A10), L
Mayur Vibar Phosee] Dxtomsion.
Papargany, Eust Delhy ~110091.
Fas severed all relations with their
sun Ashish Gupls S0 Ravinder
Kumar Gupte, Age 36 Years, and
Davghter I Law Rajani Garg Wio
Ashish Gupta Age 33 Years and
Grsand Diughtes Pristin Gupte, Ao
3 Yours Do Ashish Cuple, Rio
B8 Parvatiyn Vitwr,  Vasundbm
Enlave. Dolbi -110096. Becawse of
hiik misbehaviour, sondiél und
Travorkd the conrol of my lients. My
alients hereby disown and debor him
from their movable and imovable
wesels and propecties. Ay body
heslinge with Jim sil dio s o Tus!
hurtere own perl ud my clients
shll pot e lishle aad resporsible
any maniier whatssever;

CHIRAGIAIN

(Advocate)

OFFICE: Ch.No.S9, Lawyers”
Chamber Westerns Wing, Tis
Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Mob. No.9582459601

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC Al LARGE IS HEREBY
INFORMED “THAL MY CLIENT

MR SUBHASH IYAGE S0
RAM 5 1YAGL  AND
HIS WIFK  SANGITA TYAGE
HOTH  RESID) OF W
BUDITALA MAR S
VIKAS PLURL

DELHE- 10018, W
THEIR SON - DIVESH 1YAGI
FROM ALL THETR MOVABLE
AN IMMOVAL PROPERTIES
ANIY SEVEREIY ALL THHIR
RHELATIONS WITH THEIR SON

BECAUSE TTIEIR SCY TS OUT OF
JONTROL OF MY CLIENT. MY
CLIENT AND HIS WIFE HAVE
NO CONCERN WITIT TIITR
SON, ANY PERSON' DEALING
WITH IHE  AHOVE  SAID
PERSONS slml H» MHM. -0
ATHISA
COSTS AND Rtsm
AND MY CLIENT AND ﬂ'i'lll-_l(
FAMILY MEVBERS SHALL NOT

BE RESPONSIELE TOR ANY
ACTS, DEEDS. MISDEEDS 0F
DIVESH TYAGE
MOHIT YADAV.

Advocate & Legal Consultant

Minister Eknath Shinde, doning' Hindutva and  politics. “There should  importance of this col-  lost phones. With this owners, building on | sdaveste & Consultints Supreme Courd ol nidla
who heads the rival Shiv. the ideals of party Dbe transparency,” he laboration in enhancing  system, the RPF can  the successful achieve- | 1A Floor; G.T. Raad, Ch. 66, Patinks House Courts,
Sena, said by opposing founder Bal Thackeray added. railway security. make lost phones un-  ments of operation | KWl Mot S New Delhsi- 110008

the bill Thackeray com- in not supporting the The BJP has won a He highlighted that  usable, reducing illegal  ‘Amanat’. Bihalis bty

1L6/5GR86 Vol 11, lssu » 356, Published & Piin
. Repreuction in Whole o part withsut the

grass PULLLG, A5,
1911, o office: ¢

7, Nowda, Gautarm Bushs Nagss-201301(U. P
Su

=2, Noida, Utk Prodissh. 2

¢ Fublihed 3t 1430/40; Lenl Rosd, Stshetate; Del
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DELHI

Direct bus service
from Noidato
Haridwar, Dehradun
to be started soon

Noida

Bus serviee from Noida to
Dehradun and Haridwar is
going to be started from
this month. The depot will
et 50 new buses. Bus serv-
ice can also be started from
here for other places of De-
vbhoomi as well as Purvan-
chal of UP.

The depot management
will release the timetable
chart.The bus fare for those
going to Dehradun has been
fixed at Rs 428 per person
and for Haridwar, the bus
fare will be Rs 381 per per-
son. Buses for Devbhoomi
will be available from Noida
depot atan interval of three
to four hours. Tests of 13
drivers have been conduct-
ed for recmitment. 167 more
condnetors will be recruited.

New buses will also be
run on the new route ie.
Haldwani, Dehradun and
Rishikesh. A large number
of passengers visit differ-
ent parts of Uttarakhand
mcluding pilgrimage sites
like Haridwar and
Rishikesh with their families
on holidays. Buses will be
operated from the depot
this month so that passen-
gers can reach these pil-
grimage sites directly from
Noida.

1f the demand of passen-
gers increases, buses can
also be operated for
Kainchidham, Neelkanth,
Haridwar and Tapkeshwar.
At present, 158 buses oper-
ate from Noida depot. With
the availability of new bus-
es, a total of 208 buses will
be operated from here.

ARM SN Pandey saidl that
Bulandshahr route has the
highest number of passen-~
gers. The depot also gets
the meximum reveniue from
here. The number of pas-
sengers for Agra, Etah,
Etawah, Saharanpur is also
high. The number will bein-
creased on these routes
when new buses are avail-
able.

GreNo Authority
launches ant-
encroachment
drive

_ Noida

The Greater Noida Author-
ity ( GreNo Authority) on
Thursday launched anti-en-
cmachment drive and freed
about 4,000 square meters
ofland from encroachment
at village Achheja. The
colonisers were trying to do
illegal construction on this
land.

CEO of Greater Noida Au-
thority NG Ravi Kumar has
given instructions to take
strict action against those
who encroach in the notified
area, following which the
team of the authority s con-
tinuously taking action
against the encroachers.

On Thursday. the team
of the authority took action
against encroachment at
Achiheja. Authority's ACEO
Prerna Singh said that anil-
legal colony was being built
by building villas in the
name of Ramayanam on
about 4000 square meters of
land of Khasta mumber 1420
and 1421 of village Achheja
in Greater Noida. The ille-
gal construction was stopped
byissuing a notice by the au-
thority, but the colonizers
were trying to build secret-
lv.

OnThursday. the Greater
Noida Authority officials
concerned demclished the
illegal construction and freed
the land from encroach-
ment. The value of the freed
land is estimated to be more
than Rs 8 e

ACEO Singh has warned
that Achheja is in the noti-
fied area of Greater Noida
Authority. Strict action will
be taken against those who
carry out illegal construction
without the permission of
the authority or without get-
ting the map passed.
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51,958 power outages over 5 hours
in AAP tenure, claims Ashish Sood

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

elhi’s Power Min-

ister Ashish Sood

has accused for-

mer Power Min-

ister Atishi Marlena of
spreading misinformation
regarding power ¢iits in the
city, daiming that such state-
ments areaimed at creating
unnecessary panic among
the public. Addressing a
press conference in New
Delhi, Sood countered alle-
gations made by Marlena
and emphasized that the
crent government, under
theleadership of Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, is com-
mitted to ensuring a reli-
able 24-hour power supply.
The Minister strongly con-
demned what he described
as “false claims” by the op-
position and even hinted at
the possibility of legal action
against those spreading mis-
leading information. He as-
sured that his government is
taking all necessary stepsto
maintain and enhance the

the national capital.
Data contradicting Delhi
minister’s statement

on power cuts: AAP

New Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Thursday ac-
cused the BJP-led Delhi
government of failing to
manage the city’s power
supply, alleging that res-
idents have faced frequent
and prolonged outages
since the new adminis-
tration took over.Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence, AAP senior leader
Jasmine Shah presented
data from the Delhi State
Load Dispatch Centre,
claiming that the govern-
ment’s assertion of
"planned shutdowns" was
false,

"Since the BIP govern-
ment took charge in Feb-
ruary, Delhi's power dis-
tribution system has col-
lapsed. The people of Del-
hi are experiencing a cri-
sis they haven’t seen in
the last 10 years,” he said.

He also cited instances
of unscheduled power
cuts across the city, listing
disruptions lasting from
30 minutes to over three
hours in multiple areas,
including Sadar Bazar,
Nand Nagri, Yamuna Vi-
har and Safdarjung En-
clave, The party said out-
ages also affected key lo-
cations such as Indira
Gandhi International Air-
portand major residertial
and commercial zones.

The party MLAs even

During the press confer-
ence, Sood presented official
data that revealed 51,958
instances of power outages
lasting mote than five hours
over the past ten years, av-

ing a recent Assembly dis-
cussion on power outages,
c111mg ita Slg‘n of their un-

stances of prelonged out-
ages. He pointed out that
Atishi Marlena had previ-
ously collected dataon such
s and called for their
, suggesting that her
ml:enl statements contra-
dict her past actions.

Sood accused both Atishi
Marlenaand AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal of using the
power supply issue for po-
litical gain. He dismissed
claims that there were no
outages during AAP's tenure,
arguing that a lack of re-
ported power cuts could in-
dicate neglect in necessary
maintenance work.

Toassure Delhiites, Sood
stated that the government

age in con-
structive debme. He em-
phasized that scheduled

eraging approxi Iy 14

are

outages per day. He used
these figures to challenge
the narrative that the Aam
Aadn Party (AAP) govern-
ment had ensured uninter-
rupted power supply during
its tenure.

Sood criticized the oppo-
sition for their absence dur-

raised the issue in the re-

cently concluded budget
session and moved the
calling attention motion to
discuss the power cuts in
the Assembly.

Energy Minister Ashish
Sood had claimed there
were no unschednled
power cuts in Delhi, stat-
ing that all shutdowns
were planned mainte-
nance operations. How-
ever, AAP challenged this,
alleging that emergency
breakdowns, transformer
failures and line trips were
being misrepresented.

"The data shows the
truth — thisis a complete

governance failure,” the
AAP leader said.
Shah also d led an

a mecessary aspect of any
power grid’s operation and
cannot be categorized as fail-
ures in power supply.

The Minister referred to
reports from past govern-
ment meetings where pow-
er companies had them-
selves acknowledged in-

hasi ed measures
to notify residents about
planned power cuts well in
advance, ensuring minimal
disruption. He detailed on-
going efforts to upgrade the
power infrastructure, in-

cluding re-

ruptions are inevitable, par-
ticularly due to waterlog-
ging during the monsoon
season, which necessitates
temporary shutdowns for
safety reasons. However, he
assured the public that the
government is working to
minimize such instances and
that significant improve-
ments would be evident
within the next year.

Highlighting future chal-
lenges, the Minister noted
that Delhi’s peak power de-
mand is projected to rise in
the coming years. However,
he reassured citizens that
the government is fully pre-
pared to meet this growing
demand through systemat-
i¢ planning and infrastruc-
tural improvements.

In conclusion, Sood reit-
erated his commitment to
providing an uninterrupted
power supply and urged the
opposition to engage in

ingful discussi

placements, to enhance
cieney and reduce long-du-
ration outages.

Sood also acknowledged
that occasional power dis-

rather than resorting to fear-
mongering for political
mileage. With the state's
power infrastructure under-
gomgenhancements, Delhi’s

PWD Minister Parvesh Verma inspects
Wazirabad water treatment plant

New Delhi
Delhi Cabinet Minister
Parvesh Verma on Thurs-
day inspected the Wazirabad
Water Treatment Plant
(WTP) and said that he has
given directions to carry out
desilting work that will dou-
ble up the storage capacity,

Verma said that the de-
silting process would be come
pleted within one to one-
and-a-half months, after
which the plant would be
able to store waterat double
its current capacity.

During the spection,
Verma said that he drank the
treated water, checked its
quality and assured that the
water was completely safe
and drinkable,

"The Wazirabad Water
Treatment Plant has a stor-
age capacity of 220 MGD
but dueto sittaccumulation
along a one-kilometre
stretch, it is currently hold-
ing only around 100 MGD,"
he said.

He also said that while
Delhi receives adequate wa-
ter supply from neighbouing
states, improvements are
needed in storage infra-
structure and leakage pre-
vention.

He also announced that
the Delhi government is
preparing a master plan for
water for the

official response from the
Delhi government and
urged the BJP to take ac-
countability for the "de-
teriorating” power situa-
tion.

next 50 years so that no sit-
uation like a water crisis aris-

es.

Additionally, efforts are
being made to regulate am-
monia levels in the Yamuna

River, he said.

The Water Minister said
thiat the TDS level of water
coming from Wazirbad Bar-
rage was found to be 170,
which is completely safe ac-
cording to the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Indian standards.

All water purification
plants (WIP) and sewage
treatment plants (STP) are
Dbeing strictly monitored and
the government is develop-
ing an 1T dashboard so that
real-time monitoring of wa-
ter intake and discharge of
every WTP and STP can be
done, he added.

Verma further said that
there are 30 Sewage Treat-
ment Plants under the Del-
hi Jal Board that require
regular monitoring.

He said thatstrict steps
are also being taken to stop
inereasing pollution and il-
legal encroachment in Ya-
muna and the D.JB has re-
quested the Territorial Army
of theIndian Army to ensure
that there is no encroach-
mentin the Yamuna.

‘The minister added that
hewould personallyinspect
all water and sewage treat-
ment plants in the city, one
by one.

He also questioned the
policies of the Kejriwal gov-
ernment and said. "T did not
go to anyone's house and
showoffby keeping a 20-litre
Bisleri bottle. T went to the
WIP and drank the same
water that is being supplied
to every house. Weare com-

Delhi Police conducts drug destruction
event aims for drug- free city by 2027

New Delhi

Delhi Police on Thursday
organised a drug destrmc-
tion event as part of its on-
going campaign against
narcotics and destroyed
1,643 kg of seized drugs
worth Rs 2,622 crore in
the international market,
an official said.

The event held at Biotic
Waste Solutions Pvt. Ltd.
on GT Karnal Road was
attended by Lieutenant
Governer Vinai Kumar
Saxena and Police Com-
missioner Sanjay Arora, he
added.

Large quantities of nar-
cotics, inclnding 529 kg of
cannabis, 27 kg of charas,
11 kg of heroin, 517 kg of
cocaine and smaller quan-
tities of MDMA, ketamine
and ephedrine, were dis-
posed of during the event.

The cocaine destroyed
was part of a total recovery

of 1,289 kg from a multi-
state drug bust following
the registration of a case at
the Special Cell on October
2,2024.

Earlier in 2024, a total of
1,789 cases under the
NDPS Act were registered,
leading to the arrest of
2,200 drug traffickers. Ad-
ditionally, financial inves-
tigations have resulted in
the freezing of assets worth

over Rs 4 crore, with an-
other Rs 5 crore in assets
underinvestigation, an of-
ficer said.

Between 2022 and 2025,
approximately 41,395 kg
of drugs have been incin-
erated as part of the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan’.

During the event, Saxena
praised the efforts of the
Delhi Police and called for
greater conperation among

all stakeholders to achieve
the goal of making Delhi
drug-free by 2027.

The initiative aligns with
the directives set at the gth
state-level NCORD meet-
ing, chaired by the lieu-
tenant governor in No-
vember 2024, where a
three-year roadmap was
outlined to tackle the drug
menace in a phased manner.

To enconrage public par-
ticipation in the fight against
narcoties, the Union Home
Ministry launched the
‘MANAS' portal in January
2025, enabling citizens to re
port drug-related offenses
anonymously through the
helpline 1933.

"The lieutenant governor
has also announced cash re-
wards for those providing
credible information on
drug trafficking networks,
with assurances of confi-
dentiality.

mitted to providing clean
water to the people of De]]!.l
inatransparent manner.”

residents can expect im-
proved reliability and trans-
parency in the electricity
supply system.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thisis to inform to public at
large that my clientess Smt,
Hemlata W/o Late Sh. Banshi
Lal aged about 53 years Ro
House No. 1-334, Mangol Puri,
North West, Delhi- 110083,
(Aadhar Card No.: 9499 6822
6163) have severed all rela-
tionship from her son namely
Vinay Kumar /o Late Sh. Ban-
shi Lal R/o House No. 1-334,
Mangol Puri, North West, Del-
h-110083, (Aadhar Card No.:
7704 2007 1323) from dis-
owned him fram all her move-
ableand proper-

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby i
formed that Mrs. Kranti Devi
W/o late Ishwar Chand Sharma
& Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sharma
/o late Ishwar Chand Sharma
both owners of Commercial
Shop land area 1465 sq.yds,,
& Residential House no. 90,
area 65 5q. yds,, at Mohalla
Mahajan, in the village Sival
Khas, Pargna, Tehsil & Dist,
Meerut, U.P. by virtue of Sale
Deed dt. 16.03.2009, doe. No.
2243 and Sale Deed dt.
21.05.2018, doc. No: 5397 &
Gift Deed dt. 18.10,2024, doc.
No. 13085, in SRO- Meerut, in
the property chain Original
Sale Deed dt. 06.06.1994 doc.
No. 2254 was lost and FIR al-
ready Lodged vide LR No:
2457225/2025 and said prop-
erty to be financed by AU
Small Finance Bank Ltd, if any-
body has any
charge/interest/title/third Par-
ty inthe said property of any
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned in writing and
with proaf on the below men-
tianed address, failing which
and | am aware that in case de-
fault with the martgage prop-
erty that all borrower / Own-
ers are responsible for the
same.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

[General public s hereby n- |
formed that Mrs. Asma Begurn
‘W/oAbdul Wahid owners of
Plot land area 200 sq. yds., part
of Khasra no. 191, village Jalpu-
13, Pargna and Tehsil Dadr,
Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.
by virtue of Sale Deed dt.
07.07.2022, doc. No. 24171 ex-
ecuted by Mr. Aslam Javed S/o
Mr. Anis Ahmad self & as POA
of Mrs. Taran Khanam W/o Mr.
Aslam Javed in SR- Dadri, Gau«
tam Budh Nagar, in the praper-
ty chain Original regd. GPA dt.
25.06.2011 daic. No. 166, regd.
GPA dt. 28.10.2021, doc. No.
2283, were lost and FIR alreacly
Lodged vide LR No:
24574802025 and said prop-
erty to be financad by AU Small
Finance Bank Ltd, if anybody
has any
charge/interest/titie/third Par-
ty in the said property of any
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned in writing and
with proof on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware that in case de-
fault with the mortgage prop-
erty that all barrower / Owners
are responsible for the same.
SatvendraGautam

Advocate

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.P

Advocate

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghazabad, U.p

ties as he has become. disobe-
dient and heis out of cantrol
of my above clientess and my
clientess has nothing to do
with them. My clientess shall
not be responsible for their
acts, deeds and also legal liabil-
ities, If any person deals with
them then they will be doing
that at their own risk, cost and
consequences;

PUNEET

ADVOCATE

Delhi High Court

CH. No. K-115, FIRST FLOOR,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW all men by these pres-
ents that my client Kanta Devi
W/ Ishwar Das and her hus-
band Ishwar Das 5/0 Aka Ram
R/O H-Block , 702, Mangol Puri
I Block, North West Delhi
110083 has severed all his rela-
tions with his son Mahender
and his wife Aruna in all re-
spect due to their un-ethical
behaviour and my dlient have
divested/Dis-own them from
all his moveable and immaov-
able properties henceforth.
Who-so- ever deals with her,
shall do soat his risk and re-
sponsibility in future.

Kindly publish the same.
SHARDA GARG

Advocate

FF-25, 1st Floor, Pearls Omaxe
Tower, Netaji Subhash Place,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

o v
Tandor" throuah On Liria (E-Tandering) far the fallowing work

Opar

Work. Consruclion

01 STP 61 50 KLD capacity

E-Tender No.: DY-CE-JHSW-75

Earnest Money :

2362001

¥17639314.36 (2.

three hundred fourteen and thirty six paise only)

Date of clasing of Tender: (6052025 at 15:00 hrs[Cost of Tender Form 2 : NIL

Date of Completion/period from issue acceptance letter: 12 Months.

website www.raps.gov.in

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Ralways

L) North central raliways B0 @CPRONCR [

586/25(DGC]
wwwnerindianrallways govin

No. 2024/RS{E)TMI3

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
(RAILWAY BOARD)

Sub : E-open Global Tmn-r Nn 2025-TM-2 cmmg L um 2025 for Dnﬂw\,

New Delhi, Dated 01.04.2025

postwarranty AMC.

ipply, Testin
Machine (BCM) along with Tﬂ\nlng of Indian Rlllway pmenm and 3 years

‘Eiectionic bids. are Invited for and on behalf of the President of India for Dasign,
Marwiaciues, Supply, Tosting & Commissioning of 67 nos. of Baliast Cleaniig
Machine (BCM) along with Trainiag ef indian Railway personnal and 3 years: past
warranty AMC. The inferastad biddors are advised o vist the website

hitp:/ireps.govin for further datails. downioading of the tendor
#P=1 documents and sumission of their e-bits. Any further comgendum o

notin printmeria

100822025

[Of%
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

0 oniy and

Director, Railway Stores (F)
(Railway Board)

[General public is hereby in- |
formed that Mr. Harkesh Singh
S/ Mr. Jaydayal & Mrs. Saten-
dri Wy Sachin both owners of
Plot no.97, area 114.44 sq..
yds., &Plot no. 98, area 144.86
5q. meter., part of Khasra no.
114, village Chamri, Mohalla
Kanhiya Enclave, Hapur,
Pargna, Tehsil & Dist. Hapur,
U.P. by virtue of Sale Deed dt.
16.03.2020, doc. No. 1905 and
Sale Deed dt. 10,09.2020, doc.
No. 4037, in SRO- Hapur, in the
property chain Original Sale
Deed dt. 28.03.2011 doc. No.
4682, Sale Deed dt.
28.03.2011, doc. No. 4683, Sale
Deed dt. 18.08.2012, doc No.
13770 and Sale Deed dt.
25,03.2013, doc. No. 3417
were lost and FIR already
Lodged vide LR No:
2457465/2025 and said prop-
erty tobe financed by AU Small
Finance Bank Ltd, if anybody
has any
charge/interest/title/third Par-
ty in'the said property of any
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned inwriting and
with proof on the below mer-
tioned address, failing which
and |am aware that in case de-
fault with the mortgage prop-
ertythat all borrower / Owners
are responsible for the same.
SatvendraGautam

Advocate

shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U,P

PRN RANL

FE-AUCTION NOTICE
E-Auction s invited by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager. Eastern
Railway, Malda (Auction Conducting Officer), Malda Town Office Bulding,
P.O-Jhaljhalia, District : Malda, PIN-732102 (West Bengal), has
published e-auction catalogue on www.ireps.gov.in for awarding
contracts of Medical Store at Nimtita (NILE) and Hansdiha (HSDA)
Rallway stations over Malda Division:- Auction Catalogue No.: Medi-
STor-25-1; Auction Start Date : 18.04.2025, 11.45 hrs. e-Auction
for Medical Store over Malda Division. Seq.no.
No./Category : MSS-MLDT-NILE-MedSir-18-25-1 and Station : Nimlita
Seq.no. : AA/Z: Lot No./Category : MSS-MLOT-HSDA-MedSin-
17-25-1 and Station : Hansdiha, Prospective bidders are requested
to visit IREPS e-Auction module far further detalts,

A

© AA/: Lot

MLD-07/2025-26

noted work:-

Tarider Nolics i aloq aval
Follow us at : [l @E: y B
NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE

he By. Chief Elactrical Enginser/Const./Northern Railway, DRM Office,
Nsw Dsalhl-110001 [nvites e-lender under One Packet System for the undar

Name of
work and
1| location

"Design, Supply, Erection; Testing and _Gommissioning of
Automatic Faull Localor (AFL) for 2x25 KV AC zm:uan

system

SSPand TSS on 1. NOLS-PWL Section { NOLS-BCT Rou\s]
2. New Delhi GZB (Howrah-Now Delhi route) 3. NDLS-FDB
Section ( NDLS-BCT Route) 4, CNB-LKO Seciion of Northem
Riy, LKO & DLI Divn for Raising of Speed o 160 kmph

Submission

and opening
of tender

2. | Completion period of the work [ 12 Months

3.| Approx cost of work | Rs: 5:89.40,000-

4,| Earnest Money amount (to be deposited Onfing ) | Rs 4.44.700)-

5.| Date 8 Timafor | Tender may be uplsaded upte 15.00 hrs on Dt

25,04.2025 on IREPS web site | &, www.lreps.govin
E-tender | The bidders can participate in the eender. the tender
will be opened al 15.00 hrs-on soon afisr ciosing of
Uplopding of Tenders on 25.04.2025.

s, | Detailed
Tender

& Tender
Document

otker

The detalied e-tender riotice is avaiiable on Northern
Rallway web site | 8. www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in
Notice and tender document is avallable on www.ireps.gov.in.
Above tender document wil be svailable for
submission of offer on IREPS web site ia

www.irops.gov.In from 11,04 2025 1o 25.04.2025 All

above office.

are given In tender document The defalled fender
riotice also can be seen on the Notice Board of the

respect
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Delhi Assembly to install 500 kVA solar capacity
will save Rs 15 lakh per month: Speaker Gupta

New Delhi

clhi Assembly is

targeting to set

up 500 kVA ca-

pacity solar pan-
els in 100 days to save a
monthlyelectricity bill of Rs
15 lakh, Speaker Vijender
Gupta said on Thursday.

Addressing a press con-
ference a day after the con-
clusion of the budget ses-
sion, Gupta said that the
Assembly will promote so-
lar energy to send a mes-
sage to the people to adopt
it and ensure zero bills
against electricity con-
sumption.

"The Assembly needs
around 600 KW of power
and it has two solar plants
with 100 KW eapacity each.
The installed solar power

DMRC to operate
and maintain
three corridors
of Chennai metro

New Delhi

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration has been awarded
a contract by Chennai
Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
to operate and maintain
three corridors of its Phase-
11 project, a statement is-
sued on Thursday said.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) will
oversee day-to-day opera-
tions across the three cor-
ridors, which span 116.1
km and include 112 sta-
tions.

This includes the man-
agement of six double-
decker stations, the Opera-
tion Control Centre (OCC),
depot control centres, sta-
tion operations, train serv-
ices and the maintenance of
both trains and metro in-
frastiucture, the statement
said.

The first section of Chen-
nai Metro Phase-II is ex-
pected to become opera-
tional by December 2025,
with full completion sched-
uled in phases by December
2028, it stated.

The contract covers Cor-
ridor-3 (Madhavaram Milk
Colony to Siruseri SIPCOT-
T — Indigo Line), Corri-
dor-4 (Lighthouse to
Popnamallee Bypass — Or-
ange Line) and Corridor-5
(Madhavaram Milk Colony
to Sholinganallur — Red
Line) along with mainite-
nance depots at Mad-
havaram, P lec and

capacity will be increased to
fulfil our energy needs ful-
Iv with solar power," Gup-
ta said.

The solar panels will be

installed on the roof and va-
cant open spaces at the As-
sembly. he said.

He said the Assembly has
also targeted to go paperless

Healthy Liver, Healthy Life"
session takes place at Adarsh
Auditorium, Delhi police

= g
Ajeet Kumar
Noida
CEO Lokesh M.

of the
Noida Authority launched
ten Truck Mounted Anti
Smog Gun Machines and
one HOMOSEP ROBOT
Sewer Clean Machine.
The machines were
funded by the National
Clean Air Program and
provided by HCL Foun-
dation through CSR funds.
Each anti-smog truck
can hold seven thousand
liters of water and in-
cludes sprinklers on the
sides and front, with an
anti-smog gun at the back
for spraying up to thirty
meters to reduce air pol-
lution.

It attracted senior
Delhi Police officers,
PFWS team leaders,
and police family
members, with over
430 attendees pres-
ent and many joining
remotely through
social media.

——
Additionally, there are

pressure gun pipes for var-
ious cleaning tasks.

The HOMOSEP ROBOT
will clean sewer main
holes safely, addressing
cogged drains more effi-
ciently. Fach anti-smog
truck costs forty-five
lakhs.

before the monsoon ses-
sion under the Nai;rma] e
Vi

project. A media desk will
be set up and equipped with

25 computers, an internet

connection, and printers.

Gupta said that n the 40
days of the formation of
the new government in Del-
hi, two sessions were held
and properly concluded.

The seven-day budget
session was conducted fora
record 27.56 hours. Gupta
said that the budget tabled
on March 25 was discussed
for 7.13 minutes by 36
members, induding those
from Opposition AAP.

The only calling atten-
tion motion aceepted in the
session was from the Op-
position, he said.

The motion was moved to
discuss power cuts.

"It's, however, surpris-
ing that despite being on
the Assembly premises,

they did not attend the dis-
cussion on their motion. T
want to ask the Opposition
why (they) did not attend
the discussion while lying
that they were stopped from
speaking on the issue of
power cuts," the Speaker
said.

He said the Opposition
will have to answer about
this in the next session.
Gupta asserted that "polit-
ically motivated” disrup-
tions by the Opposition
were "sternly” dealt with
as the last option during the
budget session.

In a first, one day of the
session was fixed for private
members resolutions. A
record 78 matters were
raised under the special
mention rule, the Speaker

Elght reports of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) on the per-
formance of the previous
Delhi government were also
tabled in the House, but
the Opposition did not take
part in the discussions, he
said.

Resolution under Rule
107 was also passed in the
session, disposing of over
300 matters taken up by
committees of the previ
ous Assembly that were car-
ried forward to the newly
constituted eighth Assem-
bly, he said.

Celebration of the Hindu
New Year for the first time
in the Assembly was yet
another achievement, he
asserted.

AHP Rolls Out the Red Carpet for
Hospitality & Tourism Excellence

ew Delhi

The Association of Hospi-
tality Professionals (AHP)
hosted the curtain raiser
for its prestigious 'AHP
Hospitality & Tourism
Awards, marking the be-
ginning of an elevated ver-
sion of this much-antici-
pated celebration of excel-
lence in the hogpitality and
tourism industry. Held at
The Suryaa, Sampan Ter-
race, New Friends Colony,
New Dellii, the event was an
evening of inspiration, grat-
itude, and strategic indus-
try advancements.

The distingnished gath-
ering brought together lead-
ing figures from the hospi-
tality and tourism sectors,
including hoteliers, restau-
rateurs, travel profession-
als, and hospitality aspi-
rants, reinforcing AHP's
commitment to recognizing
and celebrating outstanding
acliievements within the
industry: A few notable st-
tendees included Mr.
Greesh Bindra, Vice Presi-
dent of The Suryaa Hotel:
Mr. Rohit Arora, Vice Pres-
ident of The Park Hotel &
Resorts; Mr. Amit Lohani,

President of the Forum of

Food Importers; Mr.
Naseer Abdullah, Indian
Veteran Actor; and Mr,
Saumitra Chaturvedi, Gen-
eral Manager of Novotel
City Centre, among others,
The Suryaa, as the hospi-
tality partner, played a key
role in curating an excep-
tional experience for the
attendees.

"“The event highlighted
the inspiring journey of
AHP, tracing its evolution
as a leading voice for hos-
pitality professionals. Italso
witnessed the faunch of the
AHP Platinum Card in In-
dia, a landmark initiative
designed to offer exclusive

AAP MP Meet Hayer raised concerns about
procurement of crops in the Parliament

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Semmancheri, it read.

The agreement will Te-
main in effect for 12 years,
starting from the commer-
cial operation date of the fi-
nal stage of Phase 11, the
DMRC said in the state-
‘ment.

Aformal 'kick-off meet-
ing was held earlier on
Wednesday at the CMRL =
headquarters in Chennai,

The meeting was attend-
ed by DMRC Managing Di-
rector Vikas Kumar, Direc-
tor (Operations and Serv-
ices) Amit Kumar Jain and
other senior officials, it
added.

During the zero hour in
Parliament, Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer, MP
from the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty representing Sangrur,
raised concerns about the
procurement of crops.

He called for the com-
mission rate for Arhtivas
(Commission Agents) on
wheat and paddy to be re-
stored to two and a half
pereent of the Minimum
Support Price (MSP),
which was the rate before
2019-20. He emphasized
the need for this change
due torising inflation and
the protests by Arhtiyas,

which have affected crop
procurement in Punjab.

PMO trying to remote control elected
Rekha Gupta govt : Delhi Congress

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yadav here on
Thursday alleged that the
PMO was trying to remote
control the elected Rekha
Gupta government through
a high level committee At
the direction of the Prime
Minister, a high level com-
mittee has been formed to
co-ordinate with various
departments to monitor
the functioning of the Gup-
ta government, which
shows that the BJP's Cen-
tral leadership have little
faith in the elected gov-
ernment to run an efficient

and development driven
government, he added.

Yadav gaid that the fact
that deputy chief minister
Parvesh Verma, who has
been made the chairman of
the apex committee con-
stituted by the PMO, was
an indirect attempt to
weaken the authority of
CM Gupta.

He said that the eleva-
tion of Parvesh Verma was
an attempt to make him
“Super CM" which will only
create chaos and confu-
sion it the government to
male the BJP government
no different from the ear-
lier, corrupt AAP govern-
ment, which only indulged

in blame games to cover up
its failures.

Yadav said that when
the Congress was in power
both in Delhi and at the
Centre, the Central Tead-
ership never imposed its
swill on the Sheila Dikshit
government, as it allowed
the Delhi government to
carry out unprecedented
development works with
full freedom by giving the
necessary approvals in-
cluding the Delhi metro,
without needless restric-
tions, which enabled a
seamless functioning of the
Central and Delhi govern-
ments with fall coordina-
tion and copperation.

Meet Hayer also urged
for an increase in "spe-

MCD to setup night
market near
Salimgarh Fort vendors
to operate daily
The Municipal Cotpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) plans
to set up a night market
near the Salimgarh Fort
next month, allowing
street vendors to sell food
daily from 6 pm to 10 pn1.
The market will not
have any permanent strue-
tures, ensuring that ven-
dors bring their carts dur-
ing designated hours and
remove them afterward.
“Vendors will bring their
carts, sell during specific
hours, and take them
back. There will be nio per-
manent construction at
the site,” an MCD official
said.

cials" for Punjab to help
speed up the lifting of pad-
dy from storage facilities.
He highlighted that previ-
ously, paddy was collected
from Punjab by March or
April, but now, sixmonths
later. the situation remains
unresolved.

This delay has worsened
storage problems, causing
significant financial losses
for farmers. He pointed
out that many sheller own-
ersare struggling as a re-
sult, with some forced to
close their businesses.

He stressed the impor-
tanee of a quick solmtion to
ensure a smoother pro-
curement season.

privileges and benefits to
AHP members, further

forward our AHP Hospital-
ity & Tourism s
new heights. This
not only recognizes the ded-
ication and excellence of
hospitality professionals but
also strengthens the indus-
try’s tole in driving eco-
nomic growth and employ-
ment. The launch of the
AHP Platinum Card is a
testament to our commit-
ment to offering unparal-
leled opportunities to our
members. We look forward
to an exciting future filled
with innovation, collabora-

trengthening p
networks and industry col-
laborations. The evening
mcluded a heartfelt grati-
tude commemoration, ded-
icated to honoring industry
leaders, mentors, and pro-
fessionals who have made
exceptional contributions
to the field of hospitality
and tourism.

New Delhi
station stampede
Shunted DRM
gets new posting
in Patiala

New Delhi
Sukhwinder Singh, who was
removed as the divisional
railway manager from Del-
hi Division after a stam-
pede at the New Delhi Rail-
way Statian, has been trans-
ferred to Patiala Locomotive
Works.

Sukhwinder Singh “on
being relieved from the post
of DRM/DLI, should be
transferred to PLW (Patiala
Locomotive Works) and
posted in the cadre”, ac-
cording to an order of the
Railway Board dated April 1.

The Railway Ministry had
shunted out five officials
earlier on March 4 in four
separate orders following
the stampede on February
15 that killed 18 passengers
at the New Delhi Railway
Station.

Four officials, including
Singh, have got fresh post-
ings in different depart-
ments and divisions in the
Railways.

Mahesh Yadav, who was
removed as the station di-
rector, has been reassigned
as the deputy chief opera-
tion manager (Dy COM) for
Freight Operations Infor-
mation System (FOIS) at
the Northern Railway Head-
quarter in New Delhi.

Anand Mohan, the sec-
ond official shunted out
from the position of senior
divisional commercial man-
aget (Sr DCM) for passenger
services (PS) in the Dells Di-
vision, has been posted as
the deputy chief operation
manager of coaching (Dy
COM Chg) at the Northern
Railway Headquarter in

tion, and excel inhos-  New Delhi.
pitality." Mahesh Chand Saini,
The Association of Hos- pusted a.sa.ssstam security
pitality Pre ionals, a reg- of Railway
istered nonprofit organiza-  Protection Force at the New
tion underthe Act of 1860,  Delhi Railway Station, was
continues touphold its mis-  sent to Kota soon after his
sion of enhancing the hos-  removal order.

pitality sector’s image and
fostering industry-wide col-
laboration. With a vast

Ms. Devipshita Gaut
Founder and General Sev
retary of AHP, expressed
her gratitude for this new
chapter in AHP's journey.
She said, "This pccasion
marks a significant mile-
stone for AHP as we take

hotels, rmta‘u.rams,
hospitality aspirants, sup-
pliers, trainers, consultants,
and allied associations,
AHP remains at the fore-
front of industry advocacy
and professional growth.

Vikram Singh Rana, who
was removed from the post
of additional divisional rail-
way manager (ADRM), is
yet to geta fresh posting,

The officials said these
positions are considered
"pumishment postings” as
they do not have any signif-
icant rale or autherity over
rail operations.

NOIDA Fights Pollution & Sewer
Woes with High-Tech Arsenal

Ajeet Kumar
___ Noida
CEO Lokesh M. of the Noi-
da Authority launched ten
Truck Mounted Anti Smog
Gun Machines and one HO-
MOSEP ROBOT Sewer
Clean Machine.

‘The machines were fund-
ed by the National Clean
Air Program and provided
by HCL Foundation through
CSR funds.

Each anti-smog truck can
hald seven thousand liters of
water and includes sprin-
Iders on the sides and front,
with an anti-smog gun at the
back for spraying up to thir-
ty meters to reduce air pol-
lution. Additionally, there

are pressure gun pipes for
various cleaning tasks.

The HOMOSEP ROBOT
will clean sewer main holes

safely. addressing clogged
drains more efficiently. Each

anti-smog truck costs forty-
five lakhs.

Over 100 seized vehicles gutted in
fire at Delhi Police’ Nehru Place yard

New Delhi

Over 100 vehicles seized
by the Delhi Traffic Police
were gutted in a fire that
broke out in a police
malkhana (yard) in Delhi's
Nehru Place on Thursday
afternoon, police sources
said.

An FIR has also been
registered in the matter to
probe if there was any foul
play involved, he said.

A call was received at
2.02 pm regarding the fire
in Nehru Place, an official
of the Delhi Fire Services
said.

Initially, the DFS had
said that fire was in about

50 vehicles incuding two
wheelers, three wheelers
and cars in malkhana in
open area.

‘However, with the cool-
ing process still ongoing,
sources in the police said
that it has been estimated
that over 100 vehicles were
gutted in fire.

"Initially we had rushed
six fire tenders to the spot
and it has been reported
that some case properties
have also been burnt,” he
said.

The source further said
that more than 100 vehi-
cles were gutted in the fire
that has now been doused.

"It took more than three
hours to douse the flames
completely. The matter
was immediately informed
to the police for further
investigation. Though
cooling operations are un-
derway,” said the official of
the DFS.

Sources said that the
yard belongs to Delhi Traf-
fic Police and officials from
the traffic headquarters
soon rushed to the spot to
check the number of af-
fected vehicles.

Sources in the Delhi
Traffic Police said that re-
ports indicate that alarge
number of two-wheelers

and four-wheelers, in-
cluding accidental vehi-
cles, that were seized by
the traffic police were
stored in this vard.

As soon as the fire erupt-
ed, thick plumes of smoke
spread across the area, vis-
ible from a distance. The
blaze was so intense thatit
rapidly engulfed several
vehicles.

No compensation for
damages will be provided
in cases of burnt vehicles
and only insurance money
can be claimed, if any, a
senior police officer said.

The cause of the fire is
yet to be ascertained.
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Punjab

Will rebuild
farmers'
agitation says
SKM Non-
Political leader

Dallewal

Chandigarh:
Punjab farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal on
Thursday said farmers
will rebuild their agita-
tion, accusing the AAP
government in the state
of "betraying” them by
evicting the protest-
ers from Shambhu and
Khanauri border points
in a police crackdown.

Dallewal is a senior
leader of the joint fo-
rum of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM)
(Non-Political)  an
the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMM). He is
on an indefinite hun-
ger strike since No-
vember 26 last year
to press the Centre to
accept their demands
including a legal guar-
antee to provide Min-
imum Support Price
(MSP) [or crops.

Dallewal started
taking medical aid at
the Khanauri protest
site after the Centre
invited the farmer
leaders for talks in
January but he did
not end his fast. He
was discharged from a
private hospital in Pa-
tiala on Thursday. He
later went to his native
village in the Faridkot
district.

Speaking to report-
ers in Patiala, he said
it has never happened
that on one side, meet-
ings are taking place
with the government
and on the other side,
farmers were detained
by the police after the
meeting.

"The government
which betrayed us may
uproot the agitation but
not my heart. Our effort
is to rebuild this agita-
tion. The two forums
will sit together and
discuss how to take
it across the country."
said Dallewal.

On the Punjab police
action against farmers,
Dallewal said the state
)éovcrumcnt not only
"backstabbed" the agi-
tation but also "back-
stabbed" the people of
Punjab as this fight was
for saving the state's
water,

Dallewal reiterated
that his indefinite fast
would continue till the
farmers' demands in-
cluding a legal guar-
antee to MSP for crops
were met.

farmer lead-
er said following the
Punjab Police's action
against farmers on
Match 19, he had re-
fused to take water and
medical aid till the de-
tained farmers were
released.

unjab Chief M
ter Bhagwant Singh
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Punjab CM vows to restore

Ludhiana:

Mann on Thursday
asserted that after three
years of clearing the mess
left by previous regimes,
his government is now
focused on restoring the
state’s pristine glory.

Addressing a gather-
ing at the inauguration
of the World Skill Cam-
pus of Excellence in Lu-
dhiana, comprising the
newlv renovated Lndus-

Training Institw

(I'I‘I) and the Multi Sklll
Development  Centre
(MSDC), Mann eriticized
past governments for
their regressive pohcles
that hindered the state's
progress. He stated that
his administration has
prioritized holistic de-
velopment and the pros-
perity of Punjab’s people
since assuming office.

The Chief Minister
highlighted that his gov-
ernment has fulfilled
almost all guarantees
made to the publie, even
exceeding some of them.
He took a swipe at the
BJP-led NDA govern-
ment for frequently in-

creasing toll rates, where-
as his government has
shut down 17 toll plazas
across Punjab.

Mann lamented that
out of 153 blocks in Pun-
jab, water levels in 117

depleted to a critical
level due to past negli-
gence. However, he not-
ed that his government
has revived 15,947 water
courses,  ensuri wa-
ter reaches even the re-

motest villages. He also
emphasized that Punjab
now provides free elec-
tricity to 90% of house-
holds and has acquired
a power plant from a
private firm o ensure
us power. The plant
has been named after Sri
Guri Amar Dass Ji, the
third Sikh Guru.
The Chief Minister stat-
ed that Punjab maintaing
communal harmony and

Haryana launches crackdown
on drug smugglers

Chandigarh:
Haryana Police has

launched a crackdown
on drug smugglers in
one of its "most reso-
lute” anti-drug opera-
tions till date, an official
statement said here on
Thursday.

A live, dynamic list
of 860 notorious drug
smugglers, each with
three or more Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act cases in
the past decade has been
circulated to all field
units across the state.

This action, led by
the Haryana State Nar-
coties Control Bureau
(HSNCB), reflects a
pivot from general en-
forcement to focused,
data-driven disruption
of drug trafficking net-
works, it said.

"The time for general
strategies is over,” said
DGP, O P Singh, Head of
HSNCB.

“We have id, d the

ence peddling
An additional 130 are be-
hind bars, and 468 have
been marked ‘inactive’,
Eleven offenders have
died in the past 10 years.

The live list, whicli is be-
ing continuously updated
by police headquarters,
includes  district-wise
tracking of each smug-
gler's legal status, activity
level, and action history.
Field officers have been
ordered to treat it as an
opemkwnﬂ] tool, not a
statied

core of the problem — "re-
peat offenders who thrive
on bail, trial delays. and
inconsistent  follow-up.
This live list is a sig)

if you're on it, the state is
walching," Singh said.

Of the 860 identified
traffickers, 730 are cur-
rently out of jail, and 381
are flagged as ‘active’,
continuing to operate
supply lines and influ-

Sirsa, Fatehabad, and
Yamunanagar top the list
in terms of smugglers
concentration, with Sirsa
alone accounting for 117
traffickers, including 106
outside jail.

"These districts have
long been vulnerable
corridors,” said a senior
HSNCB official.  “Now,
they are ground zero for
targeted  enforcement.”

The orders sent to field
units are unambiguous
and aggressive, the offi-
cial said.

To further streamline
enforcement, all districts
have been mandated to

the e-tribunal

porta
tal platform for filing fi-
nancial investigation and
conviction reports. This
step ensures legal time-
lines are met under the
NDPS Act and builds dig-
ital traceability for ev
confiscation case, he said.
Citizens have  been
urged to report any
drug-related activity on
the anti-drug helpline
and other designated
numbers, Weekly reviews
at district and range lev-
els are already underway,
and officers have been
advised that non-action
will be treated as dere-
liction of duty, the state-
ment said.

a conducive inclustrial
environment, attracting
investments worth Rs
97.000 crore in the past
three years. Major com-
panies such as Tata Steel
and  Sanatan  Textiles
have chosen Punjab as
their investment hub due

force. He stressed that
his government aims to
create job opportuni;

pristine glory of the state

to steet youth away from
drug abuse, with 55,000
government jobs already
provided.

Mann asserted that the
drug mafia, previously
protected by past gov-
ernments, is now facing
a_full-scale crackdown.
His istration has
seized properties of drug
peddlers and encouraged
public  participation in
the fight against drugs by
launching a WhatsApp
helpline  (9779100200)
for anonymous tip-offs.

Calling_ the youth of
Punjab highly capable,
Mann said the new Skill
Campus of Excellence
will serve as a launchpad
for their success. Span-
ning 20 acres, the cam-
pus hasa capacily totrain
and place over 3,000
students in high-tech
courses such as Robot-
ic Welding, 3D Printing,
and CNC Machining.
He acknowledged Ra-
Jva Sabha Member Dr.
jit  Singh  Sah-
ney’s contribution of Rs
2 crore from MPLAD
funds and Rs 70 lakh
personally for upgrad-
ing ITT Ludhiana.

Haryana to launch 200 new
'Atal Canteens' by August

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh:
The Haryana govern-
ment will set up 200
new Atal Shramik Kisan
Canteens by August, an
official statement said on
Thursday.

The BJP, in its man-
ifesto for last year's
Assembly polls, an-
nounced to establish
600 subsidised can-
teens in the state. At
present, 175 such can-
teens are operational.

Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini will
inaugurate the new
canteens on  Inde-
pendence Day, taking
the total number to
375, it said.

In the Atal Can-
teens, farmers and
labourers are provid-
ed fresh and hygien-
ic food in a 'thali’ for
just Rs 10, the state-
ment said. The can-
teens are managed
by members of Wom-
en Self Help Groups
(SHGs), thereby pro-
moting women's em-
powerment.

Saini  directed of-
ficials to identify lo-
cations for the can-
teens. He also asked
the Haryana State
Industrial and Infra-
structure Develop-
ment Corporation to

establish  subsidised
food canteens in all
its industrial estates
across the state, en-
suring that labourers
have access to nutri-
tious food at afforda-
ble rates.

The chief minister
proposed that the in-
frastructure for the

canteens could be
developed through
the corporate social

responsibility initia-
tives of companies.

He also directed the
Haryana State Agri-
cultural  Marketing
Board and the Labour
Department to iden-
tify additional loca-
tions in 'mandis’ and
construction sites for
the establishment of
such canteens while
expanding their scope.

Saini sought the es-
tablishment of a ded-
icated portal for the
subsidised  canteens
operating in the state,
ensuring that informa-
tion about them is ac-
cessible at the click of
a button.

He asked the Hary-
ana State Rural Live-
lihood  Mission  to
prepare a standard-
ised menu that also
includes food items
made from millets for
the canteens.

Police force being equipped with best
infrastructure facilities: Punjab CM

Phillaur (Punjab):
Punjab  Chief  Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Thursday said his gov-
ernment is equipping the
state police foree with the
best infrastructural facili-
tiesand modernising iton
scientific lines to enable it
to tackle the law and or-
der situation effectively.

He was addressing a
gathering in Phillaur in

alandhar after flagging
off 139 new vehicles for
police slations across
the state.

Mann said this is con-
trary to earlier trends
when the new vehicles
were given to the top of-
ficers instead of those at
the grassroots level.

Mann said the station
house officers (SHOs)
are the real face of the
police force as they are
directly connected with
people and have a huge
responsibility of main-
taining law and order.

Being a border staf
number of forces inimi-
cal to the state have been
chalking out nefarions
designs to disturb the
hard-earned peace of
the state but the Punjab
Police has always foiled
such attempts, he noted.

To further overcome
major challenges faced
by the state, it was im-
perative that the police

Chief Secretary Anand Bardhan reviews
Rail development pr01ects in the state

Pawan Lalchand
_____ Dehradun:
Chiel Secretary
Bardhan held a high-lev-
el meeting to assess the
development of railway
facilities in the state.
During the meeting, he
directed the Transport
Department to provide a
comprehensive update on
the statas of all proposed
railway projects and to
submit a detailed report
highlighting the obstacles
and challenges faced in
the ongoing rail projects.
Additionally, he instruct-
ed officials to present
the current status of the
upgradation of railway
stations across the state,
including the Dehradun
railway station.

Emphasizing the sig-
nificance of railway in-
frastructure in the state,
Chief Secretary Bard-
han underscored the
necessity of effective co-

Anand "\ / :

ordination between the
state government, the
Ministry of Railways,
Rail Vikas Nigam Lim-
ited (RVNL), and other
relevant  institutions
to ensure the seamless
execution of proposed
and operational rail-
way projects. He stated
that the expansion and
enhancement of the
raﬂwa{ network were
critical for connecting

the state’s remote and
inaccessible hilly areas,
thereby fostering indus-
trial, economic, and so-
c develnpment More-
over, hehlghhghted that
strengthening  railway
infrastructure  woul
ensure the smooth
movement of devotees
throughout the year to
world-famous  pilgrim-
age sites and strategic
locations.

During the meeting,
the Transport Depart-
ment provided a de-
tailed briefing on the
status of the railway
projects in the state

per the department's
report, there are a lotal
of five railway projects
under consideration, of
which three are in the
proposal, stage, while
two projects, including
the Rishikesh-Karn-

prayag railway line, are
currently in operation.
Among, the proposed
projects,  the  Gan-
gotri-Yamunotri Rail
Projeet spans a total dis-
tance of 12176 km and
comprises ten stations.
The survey work for this
project has been complet-
ed, and the Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) has
been submitted to the
Railway Board, awaiting
approval. Sirnilurlv, the
Tanakpur-Bageshwar
Rail Project, covering a
distance of 17070 km
with twelve stations, has
also completed its sur-
vey work, and its DPR
been forwarded to
the Railway Board for
approval. ~ Meanwhile,
the  Dehradun-Saha-
ranpur Rail Project,
which spans 92.60 km
and includes eight sta-
tions, is still in the sur-
vey stage.

force was updated ac-
cording to advanced re-
quirements in the field
of investigation, science
and technology, h

Mann expressed Ihe
hope that the Punjab
Police would uphold the
glorious legacy of serv-
ing people with utmost
professional  commit-
ment.

The chief minister said
70 per cent of the drv
are smuggled from Paki-
stan via drones and are
subsequently  supplied

in the state.

The state government
has joined hands with
the Border Security
Force (BSF) by launch-
ing anti-drone technol-
ogy to check the move-
ment of drones.

Due to concerted ef-
forts of the state govern-
ment, drug smuggling
has reduced drastically
as a report of BSF has
indicated a decline in
cross-border  consign-
ments due to strict en-
forcement, he said.

Mann said the state
government has already
decided to reeruit 1,800
constables and 300
sub-inspectors  every
year in the Punjab Police
o overcome shortage of

cops.

As for these 2,100
posts every year, around
250 lakh  candidates
apply for these posts so
all the aspirants will get
imvolved in academics
as well as in improving
their physique for clear-
ing the tests, he said.

Mann said this was
helping in channelising
their unbounded energy
in a positive direction
and helping them wean
away from the menace
of drugs.

The CM said the
state government had
launched a major crack-
down against drugs
in Punjab to break the
backbone of the menace.

The state government
had already snapped the
supply line of drugs and
big fish involved in this
heinous crime have been
put behind the bars, he
said.

Mann said for the first
time, properties of drug
smugglers acquired
illegally are being de-
stroyed or confiscated so
that it acts as a deterrent
for others.

Punjab Guv begins ' padyatra’ calls
on people to uproot out drug menace

Dera Baba Nanak (Pb):

Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria on Thurs-
day gave a clarion call to
all people to come for-
ward 10 uproot the drug
menace from the state,
saying drugs have no
place in the land of 'Guru
Sahiban', prophets and
warriors.

Kataria  began  his
six-day ‘'padyatra’ (foot
march) against the drug
menace, His ‘padyatra’
started from the Kar-
tarpur Sahib corridor in
Gurdaspur and it will cul-
minate in Amritsar.

Addressing a gather-
ing, the governor said
the brave Punjabi people
who always gave a befit-
ting reply to invasions,
would also achieve victo-
1y against drugs.
said that drugs are
a social evil and that sup-
port of every section of
society would be solicited
for its evadication.

Kataria said the land
of Punjab is a symbol of

protecting the
and the culture and it
has made huge sacrifices
against tyranny and op-
pression.

Recalling the message
against the height of bar-
barism given by the two
younger sons of tenth
Sikh master Guru Gobind
ngh-who were bricke:
alive in the wall at Sirhind,
the Governor said that
even today when a per-
son goes to the place the
eyes always turn moist.

He also said the valiant
Punjabis born on such a
great land must oppose
the conmspiracy by the
outside forces to weak-
en them physically and

religion

ex(end alI support in the
fight initi v the gov-
ernment to root out drugs
from the sacred soil of
Punjab.

Reminding the Punjabi
people of their immense-
ly great legacy, Kataria
said apart from guard-
ing the frontiers when
the Americans refused
to help with foodgrains,
then it was Punjab that
filled the granaries of the
country.

Now when the state
is facing the challenge
posed by drugs, then we
must once again rise up
to end this scourge in the
form of a people's move-
ment, he said.
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By Privanka Saurabh

The Wagf Amendment
Bill 2024, passed in the
Lok Sabhs, ams to in-
crease transparency and
aceountability in  the
manzgement of Wagl
properties, Lakhs of acres.
of land eome under the
Wagf Baard in India, but
overthe years there have
been ulegations of mis-
use, corruption, and ar-
bitrariness, This bill will
helg in cusbing the arbic
Lrariness of Wagf Boards,
ensuning proper wse of
propertics, and resclving
legal disputes,

| ropstoRy. e Foave s |

“New initiative to curb corruption
and bring transparency”

o Wakf Amendment BI” 2024 Arevolutionary step towards {Tansparency and aecountahility

lsputes and 2l
legations of cor
ruption relater to

WViuof properties in India
frave Jong besn o tep-
e of disumsion. Lakhy
o geree of land i the
counfry come ander the
Waqf Beoand, which aims
to use the properties
it religious and eoclal
welfare works, However,
cser fime it has | =
sarwd fhat the manage-
ment<f Wagfpropertiss
Tram net heen conspletely
transparent, and alle
galions of irregularitios,
comaption, snd  arbi-
trariness have surfaced
An many Eses:

The Weqf Amand-
ment Bill 2024, reently
pasesd {nths Lok Sebla,
1# axpectad to inarsape
trapsparency  in the
managargent of Wagf
progentiss and provids
rellaf o comemon diti-
zans,; espacially tenanty
who. have besn living
in thess proparnes for
yoars o ara facing legal
digprites relatad to them,

D-.npmsa and prob-
lame relsted to Waof
propertise

In India, Wanf prop-
ertizs are mansged un-
dar the Waqf Act 1905,
Visgf boords formed
under this law wem
givenl ancrincus ovens
1o control thys puyper-
tim tinder thar ombrdl,
Howevar, thie manage-
ment has led to many
cofiovesies dus to
lack of transparéncy
and 1y decisiops,
Tha logsl powera that
Viagf bosrds havs have
ruisad questions abeut
thelr  functioning:

many placse, Arceding
to mpots, i many cs-
e, Wagf beard offianls
have taken desisions
siuch 4¢ arbifranily |es-
ing out propertias, enel-
ing pessassion, and el
ing propurties without
due process. Thousinda
of tenants have baen liv-
ing it Wagf proparties
for dacades, But many
timee, Wagf boards did
net previds lsgil pro
taction to old tenants
but triad to.eviet’ them
from the proparties. In
such cases, many fami
liee had to sngagein le-
2al buttles, und in sema
casss, foresd evidtions
wers b gedn, Thers
have baan complaints of
Innge-sodle orruption in
the purchasy, gals, and
leams of Widf propertisg,
Saoral raperts sugpest
that Wagf proparties
weresold 41 pricss much
below: marhet v:xluB ar

1
erp without due pm:as

There wene many am
higuitias in the current
Wagf law, $hish led b2

legal disputes. There
was 0oy cear legal |
s b pescl
latad to Wagf propsrti
due o which dtﬁp\m
remained pending, and
it took. ysars for the ag-
grigwd party to gat jus-
tiess,

Waql Amendment
Bil 2o24: What are

the keychanges?

TheVugf Amandment
Bill zo24, paswed in the
LickSabha, amstomake

management  of

Wanl preverties trans

parent and accoiuntabls,
rder

Gf the funtioning of the
Wagf Board and govern-
ment infervantion will
b ingrenpsd sothat mis-
uss of properties can be
pravented

Hon go that thay do wot
hevo to facs foroed evic-
ticn, - New  monitoring
agonctes will be erested
tiy biring tratsparsney to

the lsase, sale; or trans:
fer of Wagf properties:
apart from this, digital
recoeding of all deals
and mnspnn—m it
ing will be arranged, It
15 propeead to craats &
apesial tribunal to sattle
lagal dispuies related o
Waaf propertiss. This
will Jed o quick ress-
Intian of csses, and com-
men oitizes vall not
hive to wandar in the
ceirtefor alang tima,

Possible mpact of
the amendment bill

The implamentstion
of fhe Wagf Amandmient
Bill zo24 will help r=
wolve digputas related to
Waqf properties in India
and incroses ransparen:
oy, This amendmett will
engire that there is no
rigging in tHe manage
mest of Waaf propes
and all transactions ars
tiade public. Under the
nay law, old temante will
gat protection, and the
procass of ther sicton
will be brooght within
the lagal ambit. The new
toniteirity and  sudit

techaniin will prewnt
scams related 1o Wagf
proparties. Disputas re-
luted to Waof properties
il quickly

Potential Challeng-
os

Henfaver, thirs may
brsame chall inthe

Breaking Time
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Rllin the grid oo that every row, eoery colimn, and every
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sffctive implmantation
of this tlll; same Wagf
bmrd- may cppose this

1/2 8 7|

4/ K

@ 0t may
impct their poser and
antemany, T may lde
tme 1o affctively m-
plement the monitoring
and suditing mechunism.
Thiare f a possibility Lt
same f}‘cl}s may chal-
Jenge this anpsndment in
otirt, which: may. delay
it implementation.

The Wagf Amanviment
Bill 20241s 2 big sop b
wazds making the man-
agement of Waqf]:roprm\
tioe (n Inda trans
and equitable, IF thes l.m
i impleminted effective-
Ty, it will ot caly ensure

2 aght ue of Wanf
propertien but will aBe
clrbiesruptica.

Howerar, {f Wil be im-
E-:mur o see how this
w & mplamented
practios end what kind

of menitoring the gow
armmant -lwus oL, IF

ill will E;a nbl-e'

a new direction
qufpml:art%
(Priyanks  Ssurahb,

Ressarch Sohelar in Por
liticul Saencs)

|
By Dr Satyavan Saurzbhy

Editors  usually want
unigue  and  origingl
works to maintain the
exdusivity of their maga-
tine, On the other hand,
writers shauld have the
freedom to send their
works 10 as many placis
a5 possible,  aspecially
since editors hawe the
right to accept or reject
works without zny dead-
line, In theworld oflitera«
ture and publishing, bath
aditors and writers have
animportant role £ play,
AF transparency and bak
ance are maintzined,
it will be benefical for
both, and the purpase of
literature—the  dissemi-
nation of ieas—will be
fully realized.

Freedom of authorship versus editorial
policy: New dimensions to the debate

hers hos boan a
long-standing
debate in the lit-

arary publishing world
about whether ansu-
thor sheuld bave the
fresdom o s=nd his
works to mors than
ofie maganips, While
olitos are free
i?uhilsh of . met pube
il any work, and uo
titme Hmit it {foposed
on tham, why sheuld
nok an suther have the
right to.ssnd his work
o2 many plices ashe
wants? This' question
s bseome sven mors
relevin} in todaye digi-
tal age, whars the spesd

e bacame sxtramsly
fast.

Fdiforial View: The
quast for unigueness

Mot editorg. Lilieve
that the ¢

that the material pub-

lished i it is criginal
and unique. H & work
has already been pub-
lished in ancther mag-
asing, then the readers
would  have  already
rand &, which may af-
fact the utaguenses of
the fiEw, Magatine. Bd-
tors aleo baflays that if
the same work ig pube
fialed in many placss,
then the readers may
logs trupt in thie maga-
me,

In addition, amother
important  argument
from this aditerial point
of view i that if an ab-
thor submifs the same
work to multipls plag-
e and it is secopted by
multiple sdifors; it may
create coofiialon b
twesn fournals. Thers-
fore, many journals fal-
low the policy that they

will sceept only thess
wotks that hsve not
besn published else-
whers befors.

Freedom of the
Author: Rights and
Limits

from the point of

¥
asamg unfair. Whe f
editor hae e fras
to chooga the best ma-
tarial for hig mapasing,
the author should akso
hewe the right to in-
cragse ths chamesy of
Euhh'alvtl by sending
is work o s many
placesas peesible.

Delay In publics-
tion

Sanetimes  aditors
held on to articles for
months and  eventu-
ally reject them. This
wagtes the auther's val-
uable time; and thelr
work retmaing napul-
lished for & long tims:
Many suthors wait for
manths of years Just to
subrmit their work fo &
magazine, but if it & f-
nally rajected, their ap-
tioag are limited.

Different  veader-
ships

Every magszme has
ite own readerghip. If
a work is published in
many plaves, it can be
benefical for the au-
ther &3 hig work reach-
8 moreand more read-
ars. It Has also besn
ohssrved that different
maganines forus <
dlrr-n:ul topica 5o fhat
the guthor's work can
raacll the right madere
ondiffersnt platforms.

Author's rights

dust a3 the aditor has

the fresdom to chooss
the best works fer his
magazine, pimilarly the
writer shoyld ales have
the freedom to ssud
his work whevever he
wants. IT the editor hug
the right to reject the
wark. at any tims, then
the writer should aeo
have the right to get
i sppertunitise by
gending g work fo dif-
fierent platforis.

Changing rules in
the digital age

In todays digital
age, where thers are
plamty, of blogs, enline
magazineg, and social
media platforme, this
dabuts has taken on &
nely forin. Whils sarli-
er writers hiad to strug-
gt to get published in
print magasines,. now
thay can publish their
warks on various' on-
line glatfeems,

Mew possibilities of
online publishing

Nesy  many  online
magasines and  blogs
ars providing platforms
whara writsrs can pob-
Hgh their works without
any restriotions. This
1g not caly giving mots
fresdom to the writars
bt aleo inersasing the
svailability of content
for the rasdars.

Content  syndica-

Many bg medis
housss and digital pui=
lighing groups are now
adapting the process of
“contsnt  gyndication,”
whiers thi dave contant
ig republished on dif-
fecent platformg. Thie
gives writers an oppor-
tunity to reach. more
vigwarehip and readars.

The need for solu-
tions and balanes

The selution to thi
debate les 1o estabe
lishing u bubanos. Soms
peasible sclutlons cam
b found by taking inte
acouunt the conerns <f
both sidas:

Transparent  edi-
torial policy

1f & journal wishes to
publish only original
works, it should desrly
tdts this rule and dlsc
spedfy the lime frame
in which & deciion will
be made. This will give
suthees dlarity on how
lnng thsy should keep
their work In ressrve
fior & journal,

Allow shared pub-
lishing.

Soime journals may
sdopt 3 pclicy that
they will acospt warks
that  have prex'\m:g
raachad o limited re
erehip bl not & wid
one. This maybea
dle grpund, protect ung
the interests of both
suthers and editors.

Bditing and repub-
lishing facilities

If & work has besn
published earliar, it
should e allowsd to
be mpublished  after
slightly moimm‘, and
updating it This mill
ot carly mamlmn the
exclusivity of the mag-
azinas but will also give
the withors am oppar-
tunity to present thear
rarke again.

In the world of liter-
sture and publishing,
the contribution  of
bath authors and adi-
tors ig important. On

et hand, aditers have
the responslility 1o
proyide new and orig-
inel ccatent to their
resders, and on the
<ther hand, the rights
of authers must aleo bie
protectsd, I a4 healthy
and  transparsnf a;v's-
tem {sdavalopsd, it will
be bansficial for hoth
parties. Litimataly, the
puf]:.\ﬂu‘: of litarature
Is. 10 spraad idens and
knowledgs,
apd there sheuld be no
room ["dl" unneoessary
regtrictions in it

Is a perfect bal-
anes possible?

Tha snewar to this
quegtion. {5 Het easy,
but thiz debats can an-
IJun irgnsparancy
and dialogue in the
literary commumty. If
journals. -respect  au-

s
adt in eocordanos with
iterial policies; = bat-
ter &Jthmu\g culture

(B, Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelanos
Jjournalist and cofmn-
15, radio and TV pan-
dlist)
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

REFELCTION

Bvarpthing dsarly 1s-  sidzin,

flacts. it reflacte when

youareloved, itreflects  life s easy when you
whar you we wnlored,  and your roflechon are
it reflects wienyouars  onthesame page, lifeis
rilazad, it rdlacts when  diffioult when you are
you are isturbed. it re-  your reflevtions don'|
flactswhen you think r'f reallytalk ta aach other
soensong and blush, it and life is death whan
reflacts wherl somgorie  your own refladion is
walls for yoi and your  your snemy. dean your-
rush. 4 tnere reflec-  salf everyday asyoui gaf
tion of love swestars  yeurself dirty evaryay,
avarything sround you  nourish yourself avery:
and a barg reflection of  day as you fight & bt
lovepoisong sverything  tle evaryday, charish
sroimd yaL eyes with  yoursdl§ everyduy s
lindness, mouth \'ﬂh Fou. rermain with yaur-
sweetness, sell everyday, adjust
saftness and lhmghtﬁ with vr\nrsa\favery
with greatniess stay  asyou Liwﬂga v S
degivable, don't letan-  everpday, hol wtr
gihing ome in ym self WEI"]&AF sy lap
that you dentt wart  fall yoursell evaryday,
the world to see, be-  sava yoursdf everyday
cause evargthung that e you spend yoursell
fs in there will reflect,  evaryday, ﬁmsa your-|
gvarylhing  throws el sveryday a3’ you
sqme sfgnals fhat ingult yourself§ every:|
e felt by svery- day, telebrata our-
me around self every day uv
o reflection . you find yoursalf

dauibles gour eyl ay.
powir when \

it hings Moral: Be
yo inside g s ckean in
ot ani’ A8 bl that
{ Haugs e W oan
pur pawar fef roud of

when if brings pod ot~ your reflection,

TOP STORY

Desr Reader, T you
héve any news of U
haw any saggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you have
any  problem  with
any goverinent die
parimant, oM may
centact s on 24 hour
helpline  ne-  ciair
4@z5517, dedieBy for
Dethi ‘& Ghazlabad
(oBeonm), for
tleids - {98:89g9983),
Advertisement
{9B1B7gaean), Cirouls-
He (0185REG215450)




TOP STORY, Dewrs, Froay 04 Avri 2025

Congress made Muslim women second
grade citizens duri its rule: JP Nadda

New Delhi

eader of the House

inthe Rajya Sabha J

P Nadda on Thurs-

day accused the
Congress of making Mughim
women second-grade citi-
zens during its tule at the
Centre.

Participating in a debate
on the Wagf (Amendment)
Bill in the Upper House of
Parliament, the BJP leader
said the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment brought Muslim
wonen into the mainstream
by banning the practice of
triple talag.

"You made the Indian
Muslim Ladies second-grade
itizens," Nadda said, refer-
ring to the Congress party
and added, “Tt was only In-
dia where Muslim women
were not brought into the
mainstream.”

While triple talag was
bannedin Muslim countries
such as Egypt. Sudan,
Bangladesh, and Syria sev-
eral years ago, the Congress-
led UPA government did
nothing for Mushm women
while it was in power for a
decade.

"We believe in real service,
notlip service. Today crores
of Muslim sisters have the
right to live with dignity.

Who did if? Tsn't the dedsion
a historic one? It isa historic
decision and none other
than Prime Minister Modi
has done it," Nadda said.

"Lstand in support of the
(Wagqf) Bill as its sole pur-
pose is to bring reforms in
managing the Waqf proper-
ties," Nadda said emphasis-
ing that the current amend-
mentin the Bill tries to fixac-
countability.

The Lok Sabha passed the
Bill in the early hours of
Thursday, and the Rajya
Sabha is currently discussing
it

Nadda asserted that the
Wagf (Amendment) Billisin

Oppn walks out,
demands justice for
Christian priests in MP

New Dethi
Opposition members, led
by the Congress, staged a
walkout from the Lok Sab-
ha on Thursday in protest
against an alleged attack
on Catholic priests in Mad-
hya Pradesly's Jubalpur dis-
trict.

Soon after the House met
for the day, the opposition
members sought to maise
the issue. Some of them

the VHP (activists) in Ja-
balpur on Tuesday,” Con-
gress MP K C Venugopal
told reporters.

"The way the government
and the BJIP-Sangh Pari-
var are attacking minori-
tes, this is just another ex-
amyple (of that)," ke charged,
adding, "Wherever they are
getting a chance, they are at-
tacking churches.”

Venugopal claimed that

came to the aisle raising similarincidents took place
slogans and d ded a  eadierin isgarhand
discussion on the issue, Jharkhand.

Speaker Om Birla did not In a post on X, the Con-
allow adiscussionoverthe  gress leader slammed the
‘matter and after raising slo-  BJP-led Centre and alleged

gans, the opposition mem-
bers walked out of the
House.

Congress members lat
helda protest in the Parlia-
ment complex against the
reported attack on two
priests, demanding justice
for the victims and safety for
Christians,

“Two Christian priests
were brutally attacked by

Jal Shakti
for water

New Delhi
Union Jal Shakti Minister
C.R. Paatil on Thursday
launched three key digital
initiatives aimed at im-
proving water resource
management, acc ility
and transparency.

The initiatives include a
revamped website for the
Department of Water Re-
sources, a Web-based
Reservoir Storage Moni-
toring System (RSMS) por-
tal and a Water Resource
Census application and por-
tal.

Speaking at the launch
event, Paatil emphasized
the government’s commit-
ment to digital transfor-
mation in water gover-
nance.

“These platforms will en-
hance efficiency, tr:

that the "attack" on the
Christian priests in Jabalpur
was a reflection of the "rul-
ing regime’s agenda" of
spreading hatred and di-
viding people on religious
line:

"it's just another day in
Modified India," the All Tn-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary
in-charge organisation said.

the nation's interest and the
opposition is trying toderail
and divert the issue.

Drawing a comparison be-
tween the Joint Parliamen-
tary Comumittees constituted
to suggest amendments,
Nadda said the current gov-
ernmentformed a 31-mem-
ber committee while the
UPAhad a13-member JPC.

Similarly, he said. 284
stakeholders participated in
the debate this time, while
only 18 debated during the
UPA's dispensation. This
shows that Modi is moving
the country forward on the
basis of democratic princi-
ples,

According to Nadda, Mus-
lim countries Iike Turkiye,
Malaysia, and Saudi Arabia
among others made different
laws to bring Waqf proper-
ties under state control so
that they could be utilised for
the welfare and develop-
ment of the commuity.

He said digitisation and
geo-mapping of Wagfprop-
erties were started yearsago
in some of these countries to
stop its misuse.

hen these countries are
digitising Wagf properties
and making them account-
able, then what is the prob-
lem if itis being done in In-
dia?" Nadda asked the Op-

position.

He said the government
has tried to ensure with the
amendment that the Waqf
properties should be in the
right hands and used for the
benefit of Muslims.

"From 1913 to 2013, Waqf
had 18 lakh hectares of land
and from 2013 to 2025, 21
lakh hectares of land were
added to the Wagf proper-
ties,” Nadda said, adding
that the government has no
intention totake over these
properties but wants to stop
their misuse.

‘He referred to several pro-
visions of the Waldf (Amend-
ment) Act. 2013 to highlight
how it violates various con-
stitutional provisions such as
equality before the law, and
the right to fair trial among
others and said that the cur-
rent amendment removes
these anomalies.

“The Bill transfers the
power from the Wagf to a
collector  to ascertain
whether a particular piece of
land should be given to Wagf
or not. The basic aim of the
Bill is to bring transparency
and acconntability and en-
sure both with strict regula-
tion," Nadda said.

Highlighting the misuse of
the current Wagf Act, Nad-

da said several government
properties including lakes
and temple lands were de-
clared as Wagf properties.

“In 2006, there were 4.9
lakh Wagf properties and
they have increased to 8.7
lakh, however, the total in-
come, which was Rs 163
crore in 2013, has only in-
creased to Rs 166 crore after
2013, Nadda said, adding
that even the CAG report
raised serious questions on
the misuse of Wagf proper-
ties.

Before Nadda, Congress
MP Sarfaraj Ahmed and
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut spoke against the Bill
and questioned the govern-
ment'sintent.

Ahmed said the govern-
ment has been in power for
11 years but instead of talk-
ing about education and jobs
for Muslims, it is amending,
the Waqf Act.

"Why is the government
soworried-about poor Mus-
lims? Even Muhammad Ali
Jinmah did not show so
much concern for poor Mus-
lims," Raut said, accusing the
NDA of diverting attention
from US President Trump's
announcement of 26 per
cent reciprocal tariffs pn In-
dia,

SC raps WB school service commission
says intentionally covered up lapses

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Thursday pulled np the West
Bengal School Service Com-
mission (WBSSC) saying it
"mtentionally” covered up
the lapses and illegalities in
the appointment of 25,753
teachers and staffers in state-
run and state-aided schools.

The scathing remarks came
froma bench of Chief Justice:
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar in its judge-
menthy which it annulled the
appumhmmt of 85,753 teach-
ers and statfers,

Authoring (he judgement,
the CJ1 said despite the fac-
tual background and the cred-
ible evidence indicating ir-
regularities the "WBSSC ini-

tionally wmpl‘ﬂuﬂht‘(l due to
the illegalities involved.”

The top court upheld the
Caleutta High Court's findings
on illegalities in the selec-
tion process on 17 counts,
The high court said OMR
sheets were destroyed with-

tially did try and coverupthe  out the scanned mirror im-

lapses and illegalities”. ages being preserved on the
The CJTwent on, "Elmm\ - commission's server,

erupitselfh d i herthan

ification and ascertainment
more difficult or rather im-
possible given the scale of
camouflage and dressing up
done at each stage, We are
convineed that the entire se~
lection process was inten-

the declared vacancies were
given with respect toall four
categories and to persons
who were not even in the
panel, it added.

The high court said candi-
dates who submitted blank

=il

OMR shue's were dppﬂlnle(l
aside from those selected af-
ter the expiry of the panel of
candidates through SLST-
2016,

Thetap court, in its verdict,
noted that the WBSSC was
candid enongh to admit "(i)
rank jumping, that is; to say
candidates having lower rank
were preferred over those
having higher rank, (i) out of
‘panel appointments, that is,
candidates who are not in
the panel of shortlisted can-
didates have been recom-
mended and appointed, (iii)
candidates who were not rec-
ommended by WBSSC were

minister launches new digital platforms
management and transparency

ernment platforms to fully
comply with the latest
Guidelines for Indian Gov-
ernment Websites (GIGW)
3.0.

The upgrade ensures a
aniform user experience
across government web-
sites, ent

parency and ty
aligning with the ane
Minister's vision of a har-
monized digital identity for
government services," he
said.

The ministry's newly re-
designed website has been
developed using the Digital
Brand Identity Manual
(DBIM) framework, mak-
ing it one of the first gov-

ity for people with disabil-
ites, and improved securi-
ty features, the Jal Shakti
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

Other key features in-
clude faster load times, a
centralized content man-
agement system and a mo-
bile-friendly design, making
it easier for citizens to ac-

cess government services
even in remote areas, it
said.

To streamline water stor-
age monitoring, the minis-
ter alsolannched the RSMS
portal, whichwill automate
data analysis for 161 major
reservoirs across India.

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), which
monitors reservoir storage,
will now generate its week-
ly storage bulletins digital-
ly, eliminating the need for
manual data processing,
the statement said.

The RSMS portal will al-
low eitizens to check reser-
voir storage levels at the

The RSMS portal will
allow citizens to check
reservoir storage lev-
els at the national,
state and individual
reservoir levels, pro-
viding real-time data
that can be down-

water resource surveys, in-
cluding the 7th Minor Irri-
gation Census, 2nd Census of
Water Bodies, tst Census of
Springs, and the 1st Census
of Major and Medium Irri-
gation Projects, the ministry
said.

TFor the first time, a 100%

digital, paperless system will
loaded, according to be used to collect data via
the mobile applications, with ge-
otagging and satellite-based

——
national, state and individ-
ual reservoir levels, pro-
viding real-time data that
can be downloaded, ac-

validation ensuring accura-
cy. The reference period for
the census will be the 2023-
24 agricultural year, the

cording to the statement.  statement said.

This information is eru- Il\eumsuc aimsto builda
cial for deci kers in database for
agriculture, power genera-  irrigation planning, water
tion, disaster budgeting and policy-mak
and drinking water supply, ing. By integrating reverse
it said. GIS technalogy and pre-pop-

"Live storage data is vital
for ensuring water security.
This system will help pri-
oritize water use and miti-
gate the impact of extreme
weather conditions, which
are becoming more fre-
quent due to climate
change," Paatil said.

The Water Resource Cen-
sus application and portal
will facilitate data collection
for multiple national-level

ulated past census data, the
process is expecied to be
faster and more reliable,
These digital initiatives re-
flect the ministry’s broader
push toward modernizing
India's water governance
system, ensuring efficient
Mtﬂ:remmueplaumng bet-

appointed by the Board, and
(iv) manipulation of the OMR
scores”,

However, it said, therewas
discrepancyin both the num-
ber of candidates and their
corresponding percentages
where suchirregularities were
identified.

The bench said as the re-
cruitment process was ongo-
g even after the one-year va-
lidity period of the panel,
there was no justification for
the destruction of the OMR
sheets.

"1t is apparent that the
time period specified in Rule
21 was coinciding with the
time period specified for the
validity of the panel. Fur-
ther, WBSSC did not main-
tain the mirror copies of the
OMR sheets in their com-
puter/records. Thus, the de-
struction of the physical OMR.
sheets and the failure to
‘maintain scanned/mirror im-
ages of the OMR sheets are
significantfactors which were
rightly taken into considera-
tion by the High Court. We
concur,” the top court held.

Nithari killings: No
sanctity to word 'peremptorily’
says anguished SC

New Delhi
There is no sanctif
word "peremptorily”, an an-
guished Suprenie Court said
on Thursday after the CBI
and the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment sought time to ar-
gue their appeals challeng-
ing the acquittal of Surendra
Koli in the 2006 Nithari
serial killings case.

Abench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine
George Masih noted that
in its last order passed on
March 25, the apex court
had said, "Peremptorily, list
these matters on April 3
(high up on the board)."

As the matter came up for.
hearing, the counsel ap-
pearing for one of the vice-
tims' father, who has chal-
lenged Koli's acquittal, said
they needed some time to
argue the case.

"You should have made
that request on the earlier
date when the matter was
fixed. It is causing incon-

venience to. L‘uu.m.el coming
from outstation,” Justice
Gavai sai

Koli's counsel said the
only evidence aganst him
was a confessional state-
ment made after 60 days of
police custody in which he
was tortured.

He said the Allahabad
High Court’s decision ac-
quitting Koli an October 16,
2023 referred to a system-
atic organ trade.

The bench expressed its
displeasure and said though
nine senior lawyers had ap-
peared in the matter on the
last date for the petitioners,
not even one was ready to
argue today,

"It cuts a very sorry
ture on the CBI. d.

Justice Gavai said, "There
is no sanctity to the word
peremptorily.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing on April
29.

The apex court had last
year agreed to examine sep-
arate pleas, including those
filed by the CBI and the
Utiar Pradesh government,
challenging the high court's
decision acquitting Koli .

One of the pleasin thetop

ic-

court was filed by the father
of one of the vietims chal-
lenging the high court's ver-
dict.

Moninder Singh Pand-
her and his domestic help
Koli were accused of rape
and murder of people,
mostly children from their
neighbourhood in Nithari in
Uttar Praclesh.

Koli was awarded death
penalty on September 28,
2010 by the trial court.

The high court acquitted
Pandher and Koli in the
death penalty case and said
the prosecution had failed to
prove their guilt "beyond
reasonable doubt” and
called it a "botched up" in-
vestigation.

Reversing the death sen-
tence given to Koli in 12
cases and Pandher in two
cases, the high court said
the probe was "nothing
short of a betrayal of public
trust by responsible agen-
cies".

The high court allowed
multiple appeals filed by
Kaliand Pandher, who chal-
lenged the death sentence
awarded by a CBI court in
Ghaziabad.

A total of 19 cases were
lodged against the duo in
2007, and the CBI filed clo-
sure reports in three cases
due tolack of evidence.

Koli was acquitted in
three of the 16 remaining
cases and his death sen-
tence in one case was com-
muted to life.

The killings came to light
with the discovery of the
s| tal remains of eight
children from a drain be-
hind Pandher’s house at
Nnhan ml\mda bmdenng

cember 29, 2006.

Further digging and
searches of drains in the
areaaround the house led to
more skeletal remains. Most
of these remains were those
of children and young
women who went missing
in the area.

The CBI took over the
case within 10 days of the
crime and its search result-
ed in the recovery of more
human remains.

Centre working to restore peace in
Manipur at the earliest: Amit Shah

New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday moved a
statutory resolution in the
Lok Sabha for the approval
of the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur stat-
ing thatthe Centre is work-
ing to restore peace in the
northeastern state at the ear-
liest.

Introducing the resolu-
tion in the lower house, the
Minister said that ethnicvi-
olence in the state broke out
duetoa decision by the Ma-
nipur High Court regarding
a reservation-related dis-
pute. He said the violence is
a result of the interpreta-
tion of the high court’s deci-
sion.

Shah informed the house
that there has been no vio-
lence in Manipur for nearly
four months, from Decem-
berto March, and the provi-
sions for food. medicines,
and medical facilities have
been ensured in the camps.

He also said that online
arrangements for technical
and medical education have
been made and for primary

ter crisis ant
inereased public access to

classes have been
set up inside the camps,

edu

critical data, the sta 1
said.

where arr for
their studies have been

made.

The Minister said there
shaould not be any violence
and no violence should be
linked to any political party.

ing to portray a picture as if
this is the first violence in
Manipur and our gover-
nance has failed.
Mentioning three major
instances of violence span-
ning - 10 years, three years,
and six months —which had
occurred during the rule of
the previous government,
he claimed that after these
incidents of violence, 1o one
from the then government,
inchiding the home minister,
visited the region.
Countering the Opposi-

tion's allegation thatthe gov-
ernment ignored the vio-
lence in Manipur, Shah in-
formed the house that on the
very day the high court’s or-
der was issued, companies of
security forces were dis-
patched to the region via Air
Force planes.

He emphasised that every-
oneshares the same concern
on this matter.

Shah also appealed to all
members not to politicise
theissue as the government
was making every possible
effort to restore peace in
Manipur.

He said the government
watlts peace to be restored in
Manipuras soon as possible,
alongwith rehabilitation ef-
forts and healing the wounds
of the affected people.




Bundelkhand
poised for a
new era of
development
under CM Yogi's
leadership

B Lucknow:
Renowned for its valiant
history,  Bundelkhand
is mow on the path to
creating a new legacy of
development under the
visionary leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath. Once infamous
for vecurring droughts,
the region is transform-
ing into a symbol of
greenery, thanks to nu-
meropus irrigation pro-
jects and the Khet Talab
Yojana, which has facili-
tated the construction of
farm ponds to enhance
water conservation.

Beyond  agriculture,
Bundelkhand is also
making rapid strides
in industrial progress,
setting new  bench-
marks for economic
growth. With a strong
focus on infrastructure
and sustainable devel-
opment, the region is
{)oised to emerge as a
hub of prosperity in the
commg years.

It includes seven
districts—Chitrakoot,
Banda, Jhansi, Jalaun,
Hamirpur, Mahoba,
and Lalitpur—covering
around 69,000 square
kilometers and mak-
ing up 10% of Uttar
Pradesh’s total area.
The region has great
potential for growing
pulses and oilseeds,
which is why the gov-
ernment has launched
the Dalhan Gram Yo-
jana to promote their
cultivation.  Addition-
ally, the government
is focusing on natural
farming across Bun-
delkhand as part of its
Mission Mode initia-
tive.

Faced with frequent
droughts, Bundelkhand
currently contributes
only 5.5% to the state’s
agricultural output. To
bridge this gap, the
government is expand-
ing irrigation facilities
to improve water avail-
ability for farming.

Further, under the
Uttar Pradesh Growth
and Rural Enterprise
Ecosystem  Strength-
ening  (UP-AGREES)
project, supported by
the World Bank, all dis-
tricts of Bundelkhand
will benefit from a Rs
4,000 ¢rore investment
over six years.

The  International
Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI) in Vara-
nasi, a branch of the
Manila-based IRRI,
Philippines, is also
partnering in this in-
itiative, The project
aims to promote clus-
ter farming, strengthen
digital and financial in-
frastructure, and pro-
vide intensive training
to farmers.
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Waqf board turned land mafia, but ‘Mafiagiri’
won’t be tolerated in UP: CM Ad1tyanath

'TSN/Pravagraj:
hief Mimister Yogi
Adityanath on
"Thursday strong-

ly criticized the Waql
Board, accusing it of
turning into a mafia-like
organization. He alleged
that during the prepa-
rations for Mahakumbh,
the Waqgl Board had
claimed ownership of
land meant for the event.
However, he assured
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah had
intervened to put an end
to such arbitrary actions.
CM Yogi made these
remarks  while  ad-
dressing @ gathering
at  Shringverpur  in
Prayagraj on the occa-
sion of the birth anni-
versary of Lord Nishad-
raj Guha, a close friend
of Lord Shri Ram. He
stated that a significant
law related to the Waqf
Board had already been
assed in the Lok Sab-
a and would soon be
approved by the Rajya
Sabha, ensuring that the
board remained focused
on welfare activities. He
reiterated that mafia ac-
tivities would not be tol-
erated in Uttar Pradesh,
emphasizing that the
state had already been
freed from them.
During his visit, the
Chief Minister  inau-

guraled an exhibition
highlighting stories re-
lated to Lord Ram and
King Nishad under the
‘One District-One Prod-
uct” (ODOP) scheme.
He also inaugurated
and laid the foundation
stone for 181 develop-
ment projects worth Rs
579 crore in Prayagraj.
Paying homage to Lord
Ram and Nishad Raj,
CM Yaogi visited Nishad
Raj Park, calling it a
grand symbol of their
legendary  friendship.
He recounted how Lord
Ram had once set foot
on the sacred land, em-
phasizing the historical
significance of the site.
The Chiefl Minister
also announced plans

to develop Shringver-
pur as a spiritual and
tourism  hub. He re-
vealed that river ghats
would be constructed
and beautified at the
spot where Lord Ram
had rested. Addition-
ally, he announced the
renovation of the Maha-
rishi Shringi and Mata
Shanta temples, along
with the establishment
of a Sanskrit school and
an electricity rese
center. He instructed of-
ficials to ensure proper
maintenance of Nishad
Raj Park and enhance
facilities for devotees.

As part of the state's
welfare initiatives, CM
Yogi introduced multi-
ple schemes for the up-

Law is necessary to protect Wagf lands, must
be implemented strictly: Ghulam Nabi Azad

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshal

Former Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, has
underscored the me-
cessity of strict imple-
mentation of the Waqf
law to safeguard Wagqf
lands. During his visit
to the town of Bugrasi in
Bulandshahr on Thurs-
day, Azad stressed the
importance of enforcing
the Wagf Bill, which has
already been passed, to
ensure that these lands
are protected and used
in accordance with their
intended purpose.

Azad’s visit to Bugrasi
was to extend his con-
dolences to the fami-
ly of former chairman
Arif Saeed Khan. The
family recently suffered
a tragic loss when Arif
Saced Khan's brother,

Shadab Khan, passed
away while undergo-
ing medical treatment
in Delhi. Azad spent
nearly an hour with the
grieving family, offer-
ing his sympathies and
support during their
time of mourning. Sev-
eral family members,
including Shuaib Khan,
Suhail ~ Khan, Sha-
hab Khan, Hilal Khan,
Shekhu Khan, and
Moon Khan, were pres-
ent during the visit.

hil addressing
journalists, Azad em-
phasized that the im-
plementation of the
Wagqf law is essential
to protect properties
dedicated to religious
and charitable caus-
es, He pointed out that
the law is particularly
significant for the wel-
fare of underprivileged

Muslims, as it ensures
that Wagf properties
are utilized for their
rightful beneficiaries.
When questioned
about the issue of of:
fering Namaz on roa
Azad provided a candid
response. He acknowl-
edged that the popula-
tion is steadily increas-
ing, which sometimes
leads to a shortage
of space for religious
gatherings. Howev-
er, he maintained that
roads are meant for
public  transportation
and should not be used
for prayers. He noted
that while Namaz takes
ouly about half an hour,
it is important to con-
sider the convenience
of all citizens. His re-
marks were aimed at
promoting a balanced
approach that respects

liftment of the Nishad
community. Under the
Nishad Raj Boat Sub-
sidy Scheme, Rs 3.20
crore was distributed
to 1,100 boatmen, while
Rs 20 crore was allocat-
ed to 1,400 fish farm-
ers through the Matsya
Sampada  Yojana. Ad-
ditionally, loans worth
Rs 138 crore were dis-
bursed under the Kisan
Credit Card scheme. He
assured that ancial
aid was reaching bene-
ficiaries directly, bypass-
ing middlemen, under
the ‘double-engine gov-
ernment’ led by the BJP.

A heartwarming mo-
ment during the event
was when a young boy
dressed as Lord Ram re-

——
CM Yogi Adityanath
reiterated that mafia
activities would not
be tolerated in Uttar
Pradesh, emphasiz-
ing that the state had
already been freed

from them.

UP Govt to enhance
facilities in Old Age homes

Lucknow, April 3:
The Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment, under Chiel
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath, is set to en-

hance facilities in old
age homes across all 75
districts, ensuring a dig-
nified and secure life for
senior citizens. These
homes will now offer im-
proved free accommo-
dation, meals, medical

cited a Shiva Stuti. CM
Yogi, visibly impressed,
gifted him chocolates
and praised his talent,
stating that such bril-
liance would help carry
forward the country’s
heritage.

Highlighting the suc-
cess of Mahakumbh
2025, CM Yogi re-
marked that Prayagraj
had gained a new global
identity. He pointed out

the grand event, solidi-
fying the city’s spiritual
and cultural significance.
He noted that Prayagraj
no longer needed an in-
troduction as a city near
Varanasi but had estab-

ed itself as a major
spiritual  destination.
He further described
Prayagraj as a place of
great confluence, from
the sacred rivers Ganga,
Yamuna, and Saraswati
to the historie friendship
between Lord Ram and
Nishad Raj.

Jairam Thakur
Himachal govt

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Leader of Opposition

Jairam Thakur launched
a scathing attack on the
Sukhu government, ac-
cusing it of systematical-
ly shutting down insti-
tutions and obstructing
development  projects
across the state. Ad-
dressing a public meet-
ing at Thachi in Saraj
Assembly constituency,
Thakur alleged that the
present ‘government is
focused solely on closing
institutions and  halt-
ing their budgets rather

an ing its prom-
ises.

He criticized the state
government for failing
to deliver on its guar-
antees and misleading
the public. “The gov-
ernment keeps claiming
that all guarantees are
being fulfilled, but in
reality, not a single one
has been implemented
effectively across the
state. When questioned,
the government has no
answers and resorts to
making false allegations
and irrelevant state-
‘ments,” he remarked.

Highlighting the

widespread dissatis-
faction among the peo-
ple, Thakur stated that
everywhere he visits, he
encounters stories of
the government’s fail-
ures. “The government
has not only shut down
various institutions but
also feels no hesita-
tion in closing schools
and hospitals, directly
impacting the lives of
common  people. The
government that came
to power promising jobs
is now taking pride in
snatching employment
opportunities,” he add-

Shoes-Technology exhibition in Agra sets foundation
for 450 Crores business in footwear components

Rajesh Tomar & Akash
Jain

- Agra: —
The 58th edition of the
‘Shoe-Tech Agra’ exhi-
bition concluded with
remarkable success, set-
ting the stage for a busi-
ness worth approximate-
ly 450 crore INR in the
footwear  components
sector. Over the course
of two days, a total of
5247 visitors, including
2470 trade visitors, ac-
tively participated in the
exhibition, highlighting
the growing interest and
importance of techno-
logical advancements in
the footwear industry.
The event, which fo-
cused on creativity in
footwear  components,
technologieal  develop-
ment, and innovative
research, showcased In-

Dawar, President of the
Agra Footwear Manu-
facturers & Exporters
Chamber (AFMEC), em-
phasized how the Indian
market, once heavily de-
pendent on imports, is
now rapidly becoming
self-sufficient. He stat-
ed, “Today, the changes
happening in the Indian
footwear industry with

dia’s s 1 progress
in the sector. Speaking
at the exhibition, Purun

technological develop-
ment and creativity are
not only changing the

Indian market’s dynam-
ics, but they are also
a big step towards our
self-reliance. compo-
nents used in shoes are
now available in India.
Events like Shoe-Tech
are becoming the cham-
pions of this industrial
revolution.”

Deepak  Manchanda,
General Secretary of the
Indian Footwear Com-
ponents Manufacturers
Association (IFCOMA),

shared exhibition statis-
tics with the media and
underlined the econom-
ic impact of the event.
“In this two-day exhibi-
tion, the foundation for
a business worth 450
crore in footwear com-
ponents has been laid,
which is certainly an
indicator of India's pro-
gress in this trade,” he
said.

Throughout the event,
visitors continued 1o ar-

rive from morning till
late evening, demon-
straling the keen inter-
est of industry profes-
sionals, factory owners,
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs. The exhibition
became a hub for in-
dustry networking, with
business representa-
tives and emerging en-
trepreneurs seizing the
opportunity to engage
with the latest trends
and innovations.

Sharad Kant Verma,
Executive Director of
TFCOMA, expressed ex-
citement over the busi-
ness opportunities ere-
ated during the event
He remarked, “Events
like this do not directly
lead to purchases, but
business  agreements
are certainly bringing
forth big figures. We are
excited that in two days,
the foundation for a
business worth approx-

imately 450 crore was

laid at Shoe-Tech Agra,

which is undoubtedly an

indicator of the growing

speed of the footwear

CO‘lil?DenE’IltS sector in
ia.

Opinder Singh Love-
ly, President of the Agra
Shoe Manufacturers As-
sociation (ASMA), also
lauded the events role
infostering industrial
grnwth “Such events
give a new boom to the
business. Shoe-Tech Agra
has provided an oppor-
tunity to update oneself
with the latest footwear
components and tech-
nologies under one roof.
This event provides an
opportunity to meet
one another. Events like
this should be regular-
ly held for the footwear
industry as they play a
key role in giving new
dimensions to the busi-
ness,” he stated.

care, and enter
for elderly residents.
Under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme, elderly
residents will receive
top-tier healtheare ser-
vices. Additionally, a
new initiative aims to
tap into their profes-

sional and business
experience, offering
financial incentives

in return. Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
believes this approach
will foster self-reliance
and add value to their
lives.

Each govern-
ment-run old age home
accommodates up to
150 residents and oper-
ates under a Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP)
model in collaboration
with NGOs. This model
has proven effective in
improving the quality
of life for elderly cil-
izens who lack family
support or caregivers.

To ensure transpar-
ency and accountabil-
ity, a face-recognition

attendance system
has been implement-
ed, guaranteeing that
every resident receives
the services they are
entitled to. In addition,
the elderly are provided
with old-age pensions
to support their finan-
cial independence. The
government has also
introduced  religious
pilgrimage trips to of-
fer mental peace and
spiritual fulfillment.

In a notable effort
during the recent Ma-
hakumbh, the govern-
ment facilitated the
participation of over
1,500 elderly citizens by
setting up temporary
old age homes at the
evenl site. A medical
camp, Shravan Kumbh,
was also organized, en-
suring comprehensive
health check-ups for
senior citizens.

Acknowledging  the
legal and family dis-
putes many elderly face,
the Yogi government
has appointed 216 rec—
onciliation officers at
the tehsil level to ad-
dress grievances and
ensure justice. Further-
more, an implementa-
ton committee, led by
the District Magistrate,
has been established in
each district to oversee
the efficient manage-
ment of old-age homes
and ensure continuous
service improvements,

criticizes
at Mandi Rally

ed.

He also slammed the
Chief Minister for labe-
ling welfare schemes as
freebies. “We provided
125 units of free elec-
tricity and water, and
implemented schemes
like Ayushman, Saha-
ra, Shagun, Ujjwala,
Kanyadaan, Beti Hai
Anmol, Swavalamban,
Jan Manch, and Social
Security Pension. These
were not handotts but
essential welfare meas-
ures aimed at improv-
ing people’s lives. Pro-

viding medical care and

ity is the re-

of any wel-
fare government,” he
asserted.

Accusing  the cur-
rent administration of
misplaced  priorities,
‘Thakur claimed that the
Sukhu government is
more focused on minor
matlers like monitor-
ing food stalls instead
of addressing public
concerns. “This  gov-
ernment is continuous-
ly locking institutions
meant for development
and public welfare, Tt
is time lo teach them a
lesson, and for that, we
need the support of the
people,” he urged.

During his visit to
the region, Thakur also
met local residents and
party workers at Bal-
ichowki.  Additionally,
he visited village Guran
to offer condolences to
the family of Anjana
Thakur, who recently
passed away.

The event witnessed
the presence of party
officials, workers, and
lacal residents, all ex-
pressing  their discon-
tent with the current
governmenl's policies.

MP Chahar urges renaming of Delhi
Roads named after Mughal rulers

Rajesh Taumar / Akash
Jain

_ Agaz
In a significant move ad-

vocating for the recogni-
tion of India’s historical
warriors, Fatehpur Sikri
MP and National Presi-
dent of BJP Kisan Morcha,
Rajkumar Chahar, raised
an issue of public impor-
tance in the Lok Sabha.
He urged the Speaker
and the government to
rename roads in Delhi's
Lutyens’ Zone, which are
currently named  after
Mughal rulers, and in-
stead honor India’s brave
historical figures.

MP Chahar pointed
out that prominent roads
in the capital, including
those named after Babur,
Tughlaq, Akbar, Huma-
yun, and Dara Shikoh,

dian warriors who played
a pivotal role in the coun-
try's history.

Among the historical
figures MP Chahar pro-
posed as replacements
were Maharana Sanga,
Prithviraj Chauhan, Gur
Gobind ~ Singh, Maha-
raja Surajmal, Gokula
Jat, Chhatrapati  Shiva-
ji Mabcu'm, and Hemu

were ds during
the Congress era. He ar-
gued that these names do
not reflect India’s indige-
nous history and suggest-
ed that the gmemment
take steps rename

them a[ler Iegendary In-

Vikra . According
to Chahar, these leaders
symbolized courage, re-
silience, and the struggle
against foreign invaders,
making their recognition
essential for future gen-
erations,
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Head of
Myanmar's
military
government
visits Thailand
In rare overseas
trip
Bangkok:

The head of Myanmar's
military government
arrived in Thailand on
Thursday for a regional
summil, making a rare
international trip as his
comntry recovers from a
devastating  earthquake
that killed thousands.

Senmr General Mm
Aung Hla
shunned by muchof the
West for overthrowing
the democratically elect-
ed government of Aung
Saan Suu Kyi and sub-
sequent brutal 1 les—
sion. He has not
allowed to participate i m
meetings of another re-
Eonal organisation, the

ssociation of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN),
since the army seized of
power in February 2021
and began violently sup-
pressing opposition.

He is one of several

regional leaders visiting
Bangkok fora tb.xee—day
summit of nationsin the
Ba\ of Bengal region.
was  Min  Aung

Hlamgs first visit to a
country other than hi
government's main sup-
porters and backers —
China, Russia and Rus-
sian ally Belarus — since
he attended a regional
meeting in Indonesia in
2021,

e

9818-199941
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India Thailand support free open inclusive
rules-based order in Indo-Pac1ﬁC' PM Modi

Bangkok:

ndia and Thailand on

Thursday decided to

elevate their relations
to the level of a strategic
partnership with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
asserting that both the
countries support a free,
open, inclusive, and
rules-based order in In-
do-Pacific, and believe
in a policy of develop-
ment, not expansionism.

Modi made the re-
marks at a joint press
event with his Thai
counterpart Paetongtarn
Shinawatra after holding
delegation-level  talks
during which they held
extensive discussions on
various areas of bilateral
cooperation.

"We have emphasized
cooperation in the fields
of tourism, culture, and
education between In-
dia's northeastern states
and Thailand. We. dis-
cussed enhancing mu-
tual trade, investment,
and exchanges between
businesses," Modi said
about his talks with Shi-
nawatra.

Agreements have also

bheen made for cooper-
ation in MSME, hand-
loom, and handicraft, he
noted.

Modi asserted that
Thdlli\nd hulds special

and the Indo-Pa-

"Today, we have de-
cided to elevate our re-
lations to the level of a
Strategic  Partnership.
Discussions were also
held on establishing

a ‘Strategic Dialogue’

between security agen-

cies," Modi said.

e said India fully
supports ASEAN unity
and ASEAN Centrali

"In the Indo-Pa
we both support a free,
open, inclusive, and
rules-based order. We
believe in the policy of
vikaasvaad, not vistaar-
vaad (development-ism,
not expansionism),”
Modi said.

"I am grateful to the
Thai government for

issuing a special post-
age stamp based on the
18th-century ‘Ramaya-
na’ mural paintings on
casion of my visit,"
aid.
odi said Prime Min-
igter Shinawatra pre-
sented him with the
Tripitaka.

"On behalf of the Bud-
dha-land India, I accept-
ed it with folded hands,"
he added.

The centuries-old re-
lationship between In-

-
"Wehave emphasized
cooperation in the
fields of tourism,
culture, and education
between India’s
northeastern  states
and Thailand. We
discussed enhancing

mutual trade,
investment, and
exchanges between
businesses," Modi

said about his talks
with Shinawatra.

dia and Thailand is tied
to their deep cultural
and spiritual threads, he
said.

The spread of Bud-
dhism  has  connected
our people at every level,
Modi said.

"There has been an ex-
change of scholars from
Ayutthaya to Nalanda.
The tale of the Ramaya-
na is deeply woven into
Thai folk life," he said.

"And, the influence of
Sanskrit-Pali is still re-
flected in the languages
and traditions today," he
said.

'Dark clouds' on Pakistan will
'soon evaporate': Imran Khan

Lahore:
Paklﬂtzms JnllEd for-
mer ]71'1\'"(' l'l“ﬂl‘“(‘l'
Tmran Khan has ex-
pressed optimism
about his release say-
ing he will spend next
Eid with the masses
as he asserted that the
“dark clouds” over-
shadowing the country
will “soon evaporate”.

The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
supremo has heen
incarcerated
August 2023
is currently held in
Rawalpindi's high-se-
curity Adiala jail.

A post on the
72-year-old Khan's X
account on Wednes-
day said, "1 have
complete faith in Al-
lah  Almighty that
the dark clouds over-
shadowing Pakistan
will soon evaporate
and our struggle will
bear fruit."

"I am certain
God will grant
success and [
celebrate the mnext
Eid with my people,"
Khan said.

Khan said the "peon
government"” was de-
termined to keep him

that

imprisoned as
were obsessed
clinging to power.

"They (mili-
tary-backed Shehbaz
Sharif-led govern-
ment) know that the
day I walk out of pris-
on, their illegitimate
rule will crumble.
That is why they are
relentlessly trying to
break me," he said.

Khan said that he
was denied political
meetings, suggest-
ing that the country's
powerful military
establishment  fears
that his party will
announce its plan of
action, which would
threaten their grip on
power.

The former prime
minister said he wasn't
allowed to speak to his
children in England by
phone on Eid, claim-
ing that he has only
talked to them twice in
the past seven months.

"..now, once again, I
am being denied con-
tact with them for sev-
eral weeks. T was sup-
posed to speak to my
children on Eid, but
even that was not al-
lowed," he added.

they
with

Israeli strikes on Gaza overmght leaves more than 50 Palestinians dead

Deir al-Balah
(Gaza Strip):
Overnight  strikes by
Israel killed at least 55
people across the Gaza
Strip, hospital officials
said Thursday, a day
after  senior govern-
ment officials said Israel
would seize large areas
of Gaza and establish a
new security corridor
across the Palestinian

territory.

Israel  has  vowed
to escalate the nearly
18-month war with 1la-
mas until the militant
group returns dozens of

remaining hostages, dis-
arms and leaves the ter-
ritory. Israel has imposed
a month-long halt on all
imports of food, fuel and
humanitarian  aid  that

has left civilians facing
acute shortages as sup-
plies dwindle.

Officials in Khan You-
nis, in the southern part
of the strip, said the bod-

ies of 14 people had been
taken to Nasser Hospital
— nine of them from the
same family. The dead in-
cluded five children and
four women. The bodies
of another 19 people, in-
cluding five children aged
between 1and 7 years and
a pl'EgI‘ltllﬂ woman, were
taken to the European
hospital near Khan You-
s, hospital officials said,
In Gaza City, 21 bodies
were taken to Ahli hos-
pital, including those of
seven children.

The attacks came as the
Israeli military said an

independent hody would
investigate a March 23
upemﬁnn in which its
forces opened fire on am-
bulancesin Gaza. It said it
investigates allegations of
wrongdoing by its forces
and holds them account-
able. Rights groups say
such invesligations are
often lacking and that sol-
diers are rarely punished.
The military said the
probe would be led by an
expert fact-finding body

“responsible for examin-

ing exceptional incidents”
during the war.
Separately, the military

ordered the residents of
several areas — Shujaiya,
Jadida, Turkomen and
eastern Zeytoun - to
evacuate on Thursday,
adding that the army
“will work with extreme
force in your area”, It said
people should move to
shelters west of Gaza City.

On Wednesday, Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu announced Israel
was establishing a new
security corridor across
the Gaza Strip to pres-
sure llamas, suggesting
it would cut off the south-
emn city of Rafah, which

Israel has ordered evacu-
ated, from the rest of the
Palestinian territory.
Netanyahu referred to
the new axis as the Morag
corridor, using the name
of a Jewish seftlement
that once stood between
Rafah and Khan Youuis,
suggesting it would run
between the two southern
cities. He said it would
be “a second Philadelphi
corridor” referring to the
Gaza side of the border
with Egypt further south,
which has been under
Israeli control since last
V.

Poonam Gupta Appointed
RBI Deputy Governor

Mumbai:
The government has
appointed Poonam
Gupta, Director Gener-
al of NCAER, as Depu-
ty Governor of RBI, the
central bank said in a
statement on Thursday.

The appointment is
for a period of three
years from the date
of joining the post or
until further orders,
whichever is earlier,
it said.

The post of the
Deputy Governor of
RBI fell vacant after
M D Patra demitted
office in January.
He was member of
the Monetary Policy
Commiltee (MPC).

With appointment
of Gupta, now all
four posts of deputy
governors have been
illed.

The first bi-month-
ly MPC meeting of
the current financial
year is scheduled for
April 7-9.

Currently, Gupta is
the Director General
of National Council
of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
Tndia's largest eco-
nomic poliey think

tank.

She is also a mem-
ber of the Econom-
ic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minis-
ter and Convener of
the Advisory Coun-
cil to the 16th Fi-
nance Commission.
She joined NCAER in
2021 after working at
senior positions for
nearly two decades
at the IMF and World
Bank in Washington
DC.

Gupta taught at the
Delhi School of Eco-
nomics,  University
of Maryland (USA)
and as a visiting fac-
ulty at 181, Delhi. She
has also been the RBI
Chair Professor at
NIPFP and a Profes-
sor at ICRIER.

Gupta holds a Mas-
ter's degree and PhD
in Economics from
University of Mar-
vland, USA, and a
Master's degree in
Economics from Del-
hi School of Econom-
ics, University of
Delhi.

She won the 1998
EXIM Bank award for
her PhD on interna-
tional economics.

India, US Expedite Talks for
Bilateral Trade Agreement

New Delhi:

oth India and the
BUS want to expe-

dite the negotia-
tions for the proposed
bilateral trade agree-
ment (BTA) as the two
countries are looking
at promoting two-way
commerce, an  offi-
cial statement said on
Thursday.

Both the countries
have decided to hold
sector-specific talks
from this month to final-
ise the structure of the
agreement.

The keenness to expe-
dite the talks came in the
backdrop of the USA's
decision to impose addi-
tional 27 per cent import
duty on Indian goods
from April 9 this vear.

"Discussions are ongo-
ing between Indian and
US trade teams for the
expeditions conclusion
of a mutually beneficial,
multi-sectoral BTA..We
remain in touch with
the Trump adminis-
tration on these issues

and expect to take them
forward in the coming
days," the comimerce
ministry said.

Through the agree-
ment, the bwo countries
are looking to increase
market access for their
goods, cut tariff and
non-tarifl barriers and
deepen supply chain in-
tegration.

A team of US officials,
headed by Assistant US
Trade  Representative
for South and Central
Asia  Brendan Lynch,

was here last month to
finalise the contours
and terms of referenc-
es of the proposed pact,
aimed at more than dou-
bling the bilateral trade
to USD 500 billion by
2030 from the current
USD 191 billion.

Though the two sides
have set a deadline to
conclude the first phase
of the agreement by fall
(September-October) of
this year, the complex
nature of negotiations
for a trade pact may

extend the process for
years.

A government offi-
cial said India was the
only country where the
Trump-administration
had sent its team for
trade talks.

The official expressed
hope that India would
be able to navigate the
additional 27 per cent
import duty announced
by the US from April 9.

"With the BTA in the
pipeline, we are in a
zone that we should not

be overtly worried from
these tariffs," the official
added.

When asked if issues
like rules of origin are to
be part of the pact, the
official said the BTA will
have elements like any
other trade agreement.

"We have been pro-
gressing well," the offi-
cial added.

In a trade pact, two
countries either signif-
icantly reduce or elimi-
nate customs duties on
the maximurh number
of goods traded between
them. They also ease
norms to promote trade
in services and boost in-
vestments.

While the US has
demanded duty con-
cessions in sectors like
certain industrial goods,
automobiles, wines, pel-
rochemical  products,
dairy, agriculture items
such as dpples tree nufs,
and alf;
may look at duty cuts for
labour-intensive sectors
like textiles.

No Funds Released for Battery Storage in FY25: Govt

New Delhi:

No amount was released

under the Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) Scheme
for Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems in FY2s
as none of the projects
achieved financial clo-
sure, Parliament was in-
formed on Thursday.

In September 2023,
the Union Cabinet ap-
proved the Viability
Gap Funding (VCF)
Scheme for Battery
Energy Storage Sys-
lems (BESS) to sup-
port the development
of BESS.

"As per scheme
guidelines, 10 per cent

of VGF is to be dis-
bursed after financial

#ENERGY
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closure. Since none
of the projects could
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STORAGE

achieve financial clo-

sure, no expenditure

was incurred under
the scheme during
2024-25," Minister of
State for Power Shri-
pad Naik said in a re-
ply to Lok Sabha.

He also said a budg-
etary provision of Rs
96 crore was made
for 1,000 MWh (mega
watt hour) BESS in
2024-25, assuming
10 per cent disburse-
ment upon financial
closure.

However, with fall-
ing BESS cosls, the
VCF amount reduced
from Rs 96 lakh per
MWh (estimated in
2023-24) to Rs 46 lakh

per MWh or 30 per
cent of capital cost,
whichever is lower.

As a result, the
budgetary allocation
was revised from Rs 96
crore to Rs 46 crore.

Fund disbursement
under the VGF scheme
oceurs in five tranches
-- 10 per cent upon fi-
nancial closure of the
project, 45 per cent
upon achieving the
commercial operation
date (COD), and 15 per
cent per year over the
next three years from
the COD.

With the decline
in battery prices, the

scheme capacity has
been increased from
4,000 MWh to 13,200
MWh while staying
within the approved
budgetary  allocation
of Rs 3,760 crore.

Central  Electricity
Authority (CEA) is re-
sponsible for monitor-
ing the scheme, while
the Ministry of Power
oversees the scheme,
to ensure timely eom-
pletion and efficient
fund utilisation.

The National Elec-
tricity Plan 2023 esti-
mates that 236 GWh
BESS would be re-
quired by 2031-32.

FPI Investment
Limits in G-
Sec Unchanged
for FY26: RBI

Mumbai:

“The RBI on Thursday said

the limits for FPT invest-
ment in government se-
curities (g-sec), state gov-
ernment securities (8GSs)
and corporate bonds will
remain unchanged at 6
per cent, 2 per cent, and
15 per cent, respectively,
of the outstanding stocks
of securities for 2025-26.

As hitherto, all in-
vestments by eligible
investors in the "spec-
ified securities" will
be reckoned under the
Fully Accessible Route
(FAR), said an RBI cir-
cular on "Limits for in-
vestment in debt and
sale of Credit Default
Swaps by Foreign Port-
folio Investors (FPIs)'.

The allocation of
incremental  changes
in the g-sec limit (in
absolute terms) over
the two sub-categories
-- 'General' and 'Long-
term' -~ will be retained
at 50:50 for 2025-26, it
said.

Also, the entire in-
crease in limits for
8GSs  (in  absolute
terms) has heen add-
ed to the 'General
sub-category of SGSs,
the circular said.

The RBI further said
the aggregate limit of
the notional amount
of credit default swaps
sold by FPIs will be
5 per cent of the out-
standing stock of cor-
porate bonds.

Accordingly, an ad-
ditional limit of Rs
2,93,612 crore is set
out for 2025-26, the
RBI said.

Auvt Contact:
OB16-199041
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Poor death bowling
“ and lack of sup-
port for Root [

cost England,
says Jos Buttler

Spotlight on Rohit, Pant as Mumbai
take on Lucknow Super Glants

Lucknow
wo stalwarts of Indian crick-
et — Rohit Sharma and
Rishabh Pant — will be hop-
ing to overcome their lean
patch when Mumbai Indians face
Lucknow Super Giants ina clash be-
tween two struggling teams in the In-
dian Premier Leagoe here on Friday

Five-time champions Mumbat In-
dians have not really dicked so far
this season, with just two points from
three games.

Indin eaptain Rohit's form with
the bat has put the MI team man-
agement i a tight spot. The same is
for LSG skipper Pant whose extend-
ed dry run is not helping matters for
the home side.

With both the teams almost iden-
tically placed with a solitary win each
in three games, the contest could
boil down to who exploits the condi-
tions better on the day.

Given that the curators haven't
been providing tailor-made pitches to
the home sides — s that

'S

1 def:

has caused frustration of the coach-
es and players in some franchises —
the teamn that gets a head-start with
the bat or ball in the power play
overs could call the shots.

The proloriged absence of M1 pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah due to
injury and the management main-
taining a stoic silence on his return is
only adding to the frustration of the
Hardik Pandyn-led side.

MI, though, found suecess in the
handy pace of young left-armer Ash-
wani Kumar, who single-handedly

Sai Kishore’s
innovative
streak turns him
a formidable foe
to batters

Bengalury

R Sai Kishore bowled just three balls
toKrunal Pandya but that small pas-
sagespread across 13th and 15th over
of Roval Challengers Bengaluru's in-
nings revealed the big strides the Gu-
jarat Titans spinoier has taken i a T2o
bowler.

In the second ball of the 15th over,
Sai Kishore bowled a back-of-the
length delivery that elicited a tame re-
turn cateh from a clueless Krunal.

Tt required # second viewing to re-
alise that Sai Kishore had delivered a
carrom hall — a0 unusual entity in.
Left-arm spitiner’s weirld.

But not really forSai Kishoreas he
always chases something novel to
stay ahead of the curve.

His bowling is an extension of his
life where he is a seeker — of his spir-
itual inner self, new places and people
and fresh experiences,

True to that trait, the 28-year-old
has been practicing the cartom ball
over the last few seasons butit was the
first time he unleashed it in a real
mateh.

“To be relevant in T2o cricket, you
have to keep evalving. [ have been
praeticing it for the last 3-4 years, but
have not bowled it anywhire.

“Iwas confident to bowl it i the [PL
and went with my instinet. It is likea
carrom ball, so I get more dipanit,”
hetold the host broadeaster.

Former [ndia gperter Akash Chopra
validated that point while speaking to
ESPNCricinfo.

“Off-spinners tend to do that very
often, beeause they are turning the ball
into the right-handers, so they need
that carrom ball. Very few left-arm
spinners do that. Sai Kishore s one of
those guys.

“There are many captains who are
averse 10 the iden of a left-sm spin-
ner bowling to a lefti-hander. If you
have that carrom ball, they might
Jjust be a bit more encouraged,” said
Chop:

Sai Kishore's GT and Tamil Nadu

B Sai Sudl 1
from elose quarters the effort the left-
arm spinner has put in to improve his
craft even when he had to sit in the
shadows of Rashid Khan and Noor
Ahumad in the previous IPL seasons.

“Off the field, 1 can tell you the
amonnt of effort he puts, the amount
of preparation he does in terms of tac-
tical advantages. I feel that is making
him a bit ahead of otherbowlers,

Kolkata Knight Rnlwrs mlh \:\u:l-
lent figures of 4/24 in three overs in
their win at home on March 31

1t would be premature to pass a
Jjudgement about his pedigree but in
the 23-vear-old Punjab pacer, M1
have gota glimmer of hope. Making
his IPL debut for MI after playing
only four T20 matches on the de-
mestic cirouit, he dismissed estab-
Tished names like Ajinkva Rahane,
Manish Pandey, Rinku Singh and
Andre Russell to become the first In-
dian to take four wickets on [PL de-

IPL has, tine and again, given a
platform for young plavers to excel
‘but few have been able to do that con-
sistently, Mayank Yadav, after be-
dazzling everyone with his searing
pace, just faded /. MI would be
hoping Ashwani is not a one-match
wonder.

With MI finally giving a com-
manding performance against b
the Wankhede, it wis South African
keeper-batter Ryan Rickelton, who
guided them tovictory in the chase of
asub-par total. Rohit and ‘Mr 360.de-

PCB chairman Mohsin Naqvi
appointed as ACC president

Dubai
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman
Mohsin Naqvi las been appointed as
the president of the Asian Cricket
Couneil (AQC), announced the gov-
erning bedy of ericket in the continent
on Thursday.

ACC on Thursday issued a staternent
me that he will beas-
suming the role with an immediate ef-
fect.

"Mr. Mohsin Nagvi has assurned
charge as thenew President of the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC). Naqgvi, whe has
served as the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chairman since February 2024
will assume this prestigious role on grd
April, 2025. Hisappomtment ushers in
a new chapter of leadership for Asian
cricket,” said the AOC's staternent.

Speaking on being appointed as ACC

tributions to the ACC during his
tenure,”

Nai sucoeeds Shatmni Silva, Pres-
ident of Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC), Re-
flecting on thetransition, Silva shared
his appreciation for the ACC commu-
mity:

"It has been a privilege to serve as
President of the Asian Cricket Council.
Thestendfasteommitment of our mem-
ber boards warking together has been
pivotal in elevating ACCS staturvacioss.

to play in a side that does-
n't really bat deep but has an array of
slow and fast bowlers who can deliv-
er.

Lucknow Super Giants, placed sixth
behind MI, have not really hit their
stiides following their demoralising
one-wicket defeat to Delhi Capitals
the [PLopener at Visukhapatnam.

While West Indies” Nicholas Pooran
has been in sublime form and is lead-
ing the seoring charts with 189 runs
from three games, including two half-
centuries, his exploits have not rbbed

off on other LSG batters, exeept Aus-
tralian Mitchell Marsh, who too has two
half-tons so far in this edition.

Much of their woes are due to their
howling, led by Shardul Thakur and
Ravi Bishnoi, and the poor form of their
charismatic captain Pant with the bat.

After not being in the playing eleven
during India's Champions Trophy cam-
paign, with KL Rahul wielding the big
gloves, Pant’s form would be a canse for
concern in the busy season ahead.

With scores of 0, 15 and 2 in the three
games sofar, the LSGskipper s clear-
Iy »lrugglmg Bul one innings can

The rem'(rmm): LucknossSu-

Akilbh Deep, Al\ush sm.h
Avesh Khan, Avush Badoni, Matthew
Breetzke, Yuvraj Chaudhary, Rajvard-
han Hangargekar, Himmat Singh,
Shamar Joseph, Aryan Juyal, Arshin
Kulkarni, Aiden Markimm, Mitchell
. David Miller, Nicholas Pooran,
Prince Yadav, Digvesh Rathi, Ravi
Bishnoi, Shahbaz Ahmed, Manimaran
Siddharth, Shardul Thakur, Mayunk
Yadav.

Mumbai Indians: Hardik Pandya
(c), Ashwani Kumar, Ra) Bd\m_unhm
Bosch, Trent Boult, Jas)
Decpak Clinhar, Will Jacks, Bevon Ja-
cabs, Robin Minz, Mujech Ur Rahman.
Naman Dhir, Vignesh Puthur, Sa
narayana Raju, Ryan Ri
Mitchell Santner, Karn Sharma,
hit Sharm ishnan Shrijith, Arjun
Tendulkar, Tilak Varma, Recee Top-
. Suryakumat Yadav, Mateh starts
at7:30 pm.

Suryakumar is not
going anywhere
from Mumbai: MCA

Mumbai

The Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) on Thursday refuted re-
ports that Suryakumar Yadav was
planning a switch to Goa for the
upeoming Ranji Trophy season
along with some of his teammates,
saying that India's T20 skipper
was committed to representing the
state.

‘Young Mumbai apener Yashaswi
Jaiswal has already announced his
switch to Goa from Mumbai dui al-
leged differences with senior play-
ers of the Ranji side.

However the official transfer will
only happen when BCCI opensits
inter-state transfer window.

A media report had claimed on
Wednesday that Survakumar could
leave the Mumbai Ranji side, led by
Ajinkya Rahane.

Suryakumar had, in fact, himself
rubbished the report on his ‘X’
handle.

“The Mumbai Cricket Association
{MCA) is aware of rumours civen-
luting on social media regarding
Surya Kumar Yadav's alleged de-
cision to move players to Goa in-
stead of playing for Mumbai,” MCA
secretary Abhay Hadap said in a
statement.

“MCA officials have spoken with
Surya this morning, and can con-
firm that these rumours are com-
pletely baseless and untrue, Surya
Kumar Yadav remains committed
for Mumbadi and takes immense
pride in plaving for Mumbai.

“We urge everyone to refrain
from spreadipg misinformation
and to support our players as they
continue to contribute to Mumbai
Cricket Association,” Hadap said.

Pretty embarrassed at dropping Salt, so was
determined to score some runs, says Buttler

Bengalury

Gujarat Titans senior batter Jos Buttler
admitted that he was "embarrassed” at
dropping Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru opener Phil Salt while keeping in
their TPL match h
tomake amends, using the longhandle
to help his side to an eight-wicket win.

Buttler strck and i imperious 73 not
out off just 39 balls, with his i x
marked by ereativity and s
aggression, as GT chased down the tar-
get of 170 in 17,5 overs on Wednesday.

“I don't know, pretty embarrassed.
‘We know Salt is a dangerous player, 1
barely got a glove on it and it hit me in
the chest, so was determined to score
" said the England stalwart
after the match.

Butiler droppeda regulation cateh off
thie bowling of Mohammed Sirajin the

president. Naqvi referred to Asiaasthe  the region. Lextend my gratitude tomy  first over after RCB were sentin to bat.
“heartbent of world ericket.” predecessor; Jay Shah, Chairmanofthe  Salt charged down the track. looking to
“Fam deeply honoured toassumethe  1CC,under whose leadership the ACC  dlap the ball through the off-side but it

presidency of the Asian Cricket Coun-
vil. Asia vemiains the heartbeat of world
ericket, and Tam committed to work-
ing with all member boards to aceel-
erate the game's growth and global in-
Muence. Togetlier, we will unlock new
opportunities, foster greater collabo-
ration. and take Asian cricket to un-
precedented heights. Ialso extend my
sincere thanks to the outgoing ACC
President for his leadership and con-

rmhr:d ngmﬁmnl mlhsh nNes == in-

ver vilue
fnr the ACC Asia Cup commercial
rights, introducing ‘a new pathway
eventsstructure, and paving the way for
the continned development of ericket
inAsia. As | step down, Thave full eon-
fidence that under Nagvi's capable
leadership, the AOC will continue it-
sremarkable jourmneyand thrive,” said
Silva.

took the edge and went through to But-
tler who, however, barely got o glove to
it,

GT captain Shubman Gill and Siraj
were celcbrating even before the ball
had reached the keeper, only for But-
tler to spill it.

“As a team, we did not field well...
fielded poorly. Had we fielded better,
myself ineluded, we would have chased
less. Nice win and well deserved. But re-

Exposure to difficult conditions helped
evolution of my T20 batting:

Bengalurn
Opener B Sai Sudharsan felt exposure
to “difficult conditions” during his cur~
rent stint with TPL side Gujarat Titans
has contributed immensely to him
evolving as a T20 batter.

Sudharsan playeda fine innings of 49
against Royal Challengers Bengalura in
GT's cight-wicket win here on Wednes-
day night.

“It’s my fourth year (in the IPL), so
Tfeel it has given me o lot of ence.
I got exposed to a few difficult condi-
tions: T got exposed toa lo
ing in the nets with G1
in the post-match press meet

T feel the most important thing
which has helped my evolution or the
way I've improved my T2o batting is the
game-time I et here and the practice
time 1 gethere with the Titims, with the
bowlers, all quality international
bowlers,” he added.

Sudharsan now sits on the second
place in the run-markers' chart with 186
runs. The left-hander has made those

" Saraiy

runs at an average of 62 andat a strike-
rate of 158,

“Sa, I feel that has helped me even
from the nets, Twould say. T got expesiad
toalot of things, alot of diffieult con-
ditions.

“T'veleamt a lotin these three vears,
Ifeel it has helped me undorstaid the
game better and the basics of the game
as well,” he said.

RCB head coach Andy Flower said
losing four wickets in the first seven
overs made it tough {or his side.

Sai Sudharsan

“We played very aggres
power play and lostseme mch
three wickets in the power play. F
wickets in power pldy,

“So, that was obviously n big swing in
the game — if you loge power play,
you're in trouble,” he said.

Flower identified Siraj s outstanding
-pdl (4/19) as one of the reasons for
? l shun of

the ball to come on a little hit quicker
than that. In the first innings, the ball
did rip off the seam with the drier ball,
Sn, I think that was fairly important in
the context of the game.
“But it's also important to acknowl-
that's not the reason for the
- Siraj bowled very well, didn’t he?
Hebowled an outstanding spell with the
new ball, His lines were really tight,
lengths were good, and he threatened
the stumps a lot,” he said.

ally enjoved it. Felt the bowlers did a
fantastic job,” said the 34-vear-old
England grest.

“The Englishman was stightly jittery
to begin with but once he found the
right gears, he was unstoppable, fetch-
ing those thunderous shots off the
shelf regularly.

Buttler, who gave up the England
white-ball captainey after their Cham-
pions Trophy exit, said he was mati-
vated by “a few months of pretty un-

e —

ble cricket”,
ed to phay with frecdom and in-
tent — had afewmonths ofunenjovahle
cricket, trying to give my best al nd ex-
cited to be here.

“There was a bit inthe wicket, so the
two openers pliyed sensibly to take the
sting out of that and set up the chase.

“We have got a lot of bases covered
— fantastic seam-bowling unit, the
spinners and a fantastic hatting unit as
well."

GT pacer Kagiso Rabada returns
home due to personal reasons

Gujarat Titans (GT) pacer Kagiso
Rabada has retwmed home to South
Afriea from the ongoing Indian Pre-
mier League (TPL) dueto personal rei-
BOMS.

OTissued o statement about Raba-
da's return back home on Thursday.
TI'IL Proteas pace veteran was a part of
st two IPL 2025 matches
agiinst Punjab Kings (PBKS) and
Mumbai Indians (MI), taking one
wicket each in expensive four-over
spells af 1/41 and 1/42 respectively,

"Gujarat Titans pacer Kagiso Raba-
da has retumed to South Africa from
the ongaing season of the TATA TPL
due to some personal reasons. The
South Africa international was a-part
of Gujarat Titans' first two matehes of
the TATA IPL 2025. Kagiso Rabadi
has returned to South Africa to deal
with an important personal matter,”
the ststement said.
yformed afiery pace attack for
GT alongside compatriot Gerald Co-
etzee, Mohammixd Siraj, Prasidh K-

ishaa and veteran Ishant Sharma. In
202T2os, Rabada has taken 278 wick-
etsat anaverage of 23.33 with best fig-
ures of 4/21 and an economy rate of
With 566 wickets in 241 inter-
national matches, he 1s an all-format
veteran for South Africa.

In their previous [PL clash, GT de-
feated Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) at M Chinnaswammy Stadium
in Bengaluru (RCB) on Wednesday,
Siraj (3/19) and Sai Kishore (/22
were top bowlers as fine contribu-
tions from Ldam Livingstone (54),
Jitesh Sharma (33) and Tim David (32)
powered RCB to 169/8 after being
reduced to 42/4. GT chased down the
total comfortably as Sai Sudharshan
(49), Jos Buttler ) and Sherfane
Rutherford {30°) played explosive
knocks, winning the match with eight
wickets in hand.

With two wins in three matches, GT
is nowat the fourth spot in the points
table, Their next clash will be against
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) on April
6at Hyderabad.
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Getting three CSK.

wickets during

their powerplay
was game changing:
RCBcaptain Patidar
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AFl makes it mandatory for athletes to take World Boxing Cup:
partin at least one event before Fed Cup

New Delhi

thietics Federation of Indin

(AFI) has made it mandatory

for athletes to compete in at

east one regional competi-
tion or country-wide one-day event like
the Grand Prix to be eligible for partic-
ipation in the Federation Cup, the first
national championship of the season
2025,

'ﬁusuﬂmuxg done to cosure um( ath-
letes o or show
asthe Indi nn eam for the Asian Cham-
pionships to be held in Korea from
May 27
perfarmance at the Federation Cup,
which will be organised in Kochi, Ker-
ala from Apnl 21-24.

However, the athletes who are sent
abroud by AFI for training, like double
Olymple medallist javelin thrower Neer-
aj Chopra, will be exempted from this
regulation.

“To participate in this competition
(Federation Cup), athletes must achieve
the qualification entry standards in
events directly organised by the AFLin
the year 2025,” the AF] said ina circu-
lar.

“It is mandatory for athletes to par-
ticipate in at leastone regional compe-
tition (Indian Open Athleties Meet Pun-
jab, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu)
or4th Indian Open Throws/4th Indian
Opern Jumps/6th Indian Open
400m/Indian Grand Prix in 2025.

“Plese note that only performanees
achieved in the year 2025 will be con-
sidered andno old performances will be

17-year old Kriish
Tyagi gears up for
Junior Grand Slams

Bengaluru

i is on the brink of a
1 i his young caveer. In-
dia’s number one runked junior ten-
nis star has been steadily making
strides across both juniorand senior
cireuits.

Tyagi, 17, is now preparing for a
crugial stretch of tournaments, in-
cluding the Junior Grand Slams, that
could shape his future in the sport.

Most recently, he was in action at
the ongoing SM Krishna Mémorial
Openin his hometown of Bengaluru,
where he lost to SD Prajwal Devin the
opening round. However, the teenag-
er is far from disheartened.

Reflecting on the mateh, he high-
lighted the adjustment toconditions
as u challenge. "It's always nice to play
at home but I'm coming from
Ahmedabad, where the conditions
were different. When 1 played today,
1fedt like the balls were flying out even
when [ was timing them. In Ahmed-
abad, it wasn't thesame, and T think
the altitude change had an effect.”

He also admitted that he struggled
to find his rhythm early on, 'T felt like
he started very well, and Iwasn'tinto
the game as much as hewas, | didn't
start that well, Iwas very rough in the
beginning."

Before the SM Krishna Memorial
Open, Tyagi made animpressive un
at the ITF M2 Ahmedabad Open,
where he progressed to the semifinals
but lost to eventual champion Arvan
Shah. His deep run at the tournament
reaffirmed his ability to compete at a
higher level,

Discussing the transition between
junior and senior circuits, he noted
the key difference, "In the important
moments, senior players perform
much hetter. They serve better, return
better, and know what to play when.
1 feel that in a mateh, the crucial
points make the difference. If you can
convert them to your side, the match
is yours."”

Looking ahead. Tyagi has a packed

"I goto Malaysia
for a few junior tournaments, spend-
ing two weeks there. Then; I have one
week in Thailand for JB1, and after
that, I head to the French Open Jun-
ior Grand Slam. Then Tl play Wim-
bledon and the US Open."

Having already played at the Ans-
tralian Open this year, he feels pre-
mmd for the challenge of q

-31will be picked on the basis of

day added.
1t's, though, not neyw for AFT to set en-
try standards for major events like the

accepted,” the circularissued on Toes-

{about this) three months ago and the
same is on the website since last three
months, This was only a reminder cir-

show consistency,” an AFl official said.

Whether Neeraj will compete in do-
mestic event not yet known

Chopra, whe is carrently training in
Turkey, xummmg‘ competed in the
Fed; “up last year in Bhul )
warbut itis still not vet known whether
hewdll take partin a domesticevent this
year.

When he won the men's javelin gold
in the 2024 Federtion Cup, he was tak-
ing part ina domestic competition for
the first time since the 2021 edition.

“Whether Neeraj will ompeteina do-
mestic event this year is not yet con-
firmed,” the AF official said.

Ttwas announced in January that Tn-
dia will host a star-studded global
javelin competition in May with Chopra
in the tournament's organising team.

The event has received endorsement
from World Athletics president Sebas-
tan Coe, but since thenthereis no up-
date on the date and venue of the event,

Federation Cup, National Inter-Stat
Championships and National Open
Champianships.

In the domestic calendar, the AFT has
introduced eight Indian Open Meetings
this season in different parts of the
country to give more exposure to ath-
letes near their native places.

One such one-dayevent was held on
April 1in Sangrur, Punjab, while three
more will take place before the Feder-
ation Cap — at Nadiad in Gujarat on
April 5, in Ranchi on April 10 and in
Chennaion April 15,

“All umits and athletes were informed

mlar AFI spokesperson and former
Adille la said.

"‘\llllates are asking for more com-
petition and then shying away,” he
added.

On many oceasions in the past, ath-
letes would just turn up for major
events like the Federation Cup or Na-
tional Inter-State Championships as
they serve as qualifying events for Asian
Championships or World Champi-
onships or Olympics, and later they fail
) hese ional

"‘Wc want tostop this kind of things.
The athletes should shaow that they
have come prepared and they should

Pfeiffer, Raman to make
coaching debuts in
Ultimate Table Tennis

New Delhi

German specialist Chris Pfeiffer, who
has coached Achanta Sharath Kamal,
along with S Raman are the prominent
names set to make their coaching
debuts in season 6 of the Ultimate
Table Tennis (UTT) scheduled in
Ahmedabad from May 29 to June 15.

Along with the duo, veteran train-
ers Pavel Rehorek and Julien Girard,
former India No. 1 Jubin Kumar will
also be present as coaches in the dug-
out of various franchises.

Pfeiffer is the head coach of Sharath
Kamal Academy since 2022 and will
mentor the Ahmedabad SG Pipers.
Subramanian will join fellow debutant
Girard in Dabang Delhi TTC set-up
and comes in with extensive experince
of coaching Indian team during the
2022 Commonwenlth Games.

Teams & Coaches Ahmedabad SG
Pipers: Somnath Ghosh; Chris Pfeif-
fer (Germany) Jaipur Patriots: Sachin
Shetty: Pavel Rehorek (Czech Re-

Olympic medallist PR Sreejesh leads

New Delhi
Mashal Sports, the organisation behind
the Pro Kabaddi League, successfully
conducted the "PKL Level Up' Player
Development Workshop designed to
elevate kabaddi players beyond their
performances on the mat.

Thi: ve represented a signif-
icant milestone in professional kabad-
di, bringing together industry experts
to provide players with keylife skills,
personal branding, and professional
growth ities. The workshop

in the Junior Grand Slams. "It was
very hard, but 1 feel that playing a
Junior Grand Slam and competing in
other top-grade junior tournaments
i the same. Let's say you play a guy
in a tournament in Malaysia, and
then you face him again in a Grand
Slam. You already know his game and
what he does.”

was @ testament to the league's com-
mitment to nurturing its athletes and
ensuring that they excel both profes-
sionally and personally.

The event featared an exceptional
lineup of speakers including Olympic
bronze medallist PR Srecjesh, Alpi
Chaudhari from Meta India, prominent
content ereator Deepak Pareek, Neha

Along with the duo,
veteran trainers Pavel
Rehorek and Julien Gi-
rard, former India No.
1 Jubin Kumar will also
be present as coaches
in the dug-out of vari-
ous franchises.

public) PBG Pune Jaguars: Subhajit
Saha; Vesna Ojstersek (Sloves E
Challengers: Parag Agrawal; Flena
Timina (Netherlands) Dabang Delhi
TTC: Raman Subramanian; Julien
Girard (Franee) U Mumba TT: Jay
Modak; John Murphy (Ireland)
Kolkata ThunderBlades: Jubin Ku-
mar; Tobias Bergman (Sweden) Chen-
nai Lions: Soumyadeep Roy; Jorg
Bitzigeio (Germany).

Mathur Rastogi, CEO and founder of

WordsWark Communications Con-
sulting, a leading company for Sports
media relations in India, and Dr. Chai-
tamya Sridhar, a renowned Sports and
Depth Psychologist from the Inspire
Institute of Sport (I1S-JSW Sports).

Ifthe javelineventin Indiais not held
in the ﬁjsl part of next month, the 27-

Manish, Hitesh, Abhinash
cruise into semifinals

New Delhi
India’s Manish Rathore, llill:sh

year-old Choprais likelyto begin hi
son at the Doha Diamond League on
Muy 16.

Heis unlikely to take part in the Asian
Championships as his main goal this
year will be to defend his title at the
Warld Championships to be held in
Tokyo from September 13-21.

The National Inter-State Champi-
onships to be held in Chennai from Au-
gust 20-24 will be the last qualifying
event for the Indian athletes to qualify
for the World Championships:

and Abhinash Jamwal regi
commanding victories to storm
into the semi-finals of their re-
spective weight eategories in the
World Bo\'ing Cup Brazil 2025 on
Wednes

In the Gr, kg category, Jamwal
tamed Germany’s Denis Bril witha
unanimous decision while Hitesh
defeated Italy's Gabriele Guidi
Rontani in a similar manner in
the 7okg category.

In the 55kg category, Rathore

was up against Australia’s Paris
Olympian Yusuf Chothia and the
Indian national champion was up
for the challenge,

Both the boxers kept things tight
in all three rounds with Rathore
emerging victorious as three judges
ruled in his favour while two gave
equal points.

In the semifinals, Rathore will
face Nursultan Altynbek of Kaza-
khstan, Hitesh will take on Makan
Traore while Jamwal will look to
overcome Gianluigi Malanga of
Ttaly.

Hockey India Senior Men National Championship
under new format begms on Apr 4 in ]han51

Jhansi
teams will compete in three
ns in the 15th Hockey India
enior Men National Champi-
onship to be held here from April 4-
15.

This will be the first time the
men’s tournament, to be held at the
Major Dhyan Chand Hockey Sta-
dium, is being played in the new
three-division format. The Senior
Women National Championship
was played in the same new format
in March.

The domestic competition, which
will now also feature promotion
and relegation battles, has been
divided into three divisions — A, B
and C.

The Division A will be the high-
est one as the teams in it will fight
for the championship title. Division
B will have teams competing for
promotion to Division A next sea-
son while in Division C, the teams
will fight fora spot in Division B for
the next edition.

The Division B and € matches are
scheduled to begin on April 4 while
the Division A matches will com-
mence on April 8

Division A has the top-12 teams
in India, including defending cham-
pions Odisha and runners-up
Harvana, based on their overall
performances in the tournament
over the years.

Other teams in Division A, which
will have four pools, are Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Bengal, Hockey, Karnataka
and Puducherry.

Ench team will play every appo-
nent once in their respective pools.
This will be the only division fea-
turing a knockout stage as the top-

twa teams from each pool will ad-
vance to the quarterfinals, sched-
uled for April 12,

The semifinals will be played on
April 13, and the final and 3rd/4th
place match on April 15. The bat-
tom two teams from Division A
will be relegated to Divisien B for
the next edition.

In Division B, 10 teams will com-
pete for promotion to Division AL
The teams are divided into two
pools. Pool A has Chandigarh, Goa,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, while Delhi, Mizoram,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman
& Diu, Kerala, Assam are in Poo] B,

The top two teams from Division
B will earn promotion to Division A
for the next season, while the bot-
tom two will be relegated to Divi-
sion C.

1n Division C. the eight teams will
compete for promotion to Division
B. The teams are divided into two
pools. Rajasthan, Arunachal, Jam-
mu & Kashmir, Tripura are in Poal

A while Pool B comprises Chhat-
tisgarh, Himachal, Bihar and Gu-
Jarat.

The top two teams in Division C
will secure promotion to Division B,

The points system in all three di-
visions is the same. Each team will
be awarded three points for a win,
one point for adraw, and no points
for a loss.

In Division A, the league stage
will be followed by the knockout
rounds, while Divisions B and € will
conclude with final standings de-
termimned by poitits won in the pool
matches.

Commenting on the tournament,
Hockey India president Dilip Tirkey
, “The new format worked out
really well during the senior women
national championship and we are
looking forward to see how it un-
folds this time as well.

“With promotion and relegation
at stake, 1 expect to see teams give
it their all on the pitch and play
some exceptional hockey.”

Player Development Workshop for Pro Kabaddi Stars

The program aimed to equip players
with insights and tools for holistic de-
velopment.

The workshop included spevial ses-
stons to help players navigate social
media effect and prepare for me-
dia interviews and press conferences.

Sharing his thoughts on becoming
better athletes, PR Sreejesh said,
"When you win, people remember
you, but the real growth comes from
matches we don't win. That's where we
learn what todo differently next time.
The ultimate truth in sports is simple:
never give up. After évery failure comes
regret, but whoever persists more,
hhm'w. works harder on improve-
the one who ultimately suc-

"But life isn't just about what hap-
pens during matches - your activities
off the field matter too. How you con-
duct yourself with family, how you
present yourself on social media, and
what values you demonstrite inevery-
day life -- all of this builds your iden-
tity asan athlete.,” he added during his
session.

The Indian hockey legend also

stressed the importance of teamwork,
saying, "Teamwork is essential - one
person’s mistake impacts the entire
team, which is why mutual under-
standing becomes crucial. What hap-
pens on the ground stays there; after
the mateh ends, we're friends again be-
cause respeet forms the foundation of
sportsmanship.”

Chaitanya Sridhar, who has over
20 years af experience mentoring elite

Tuding Olympic medalli

madu history as the first woman Sports
Psychologist in the [PL with Royal
Challengers Bengalury. She empha-
sised the importance of mental fitness
for athletes. "With sports careers being.
relatively short, maintaining mental fit-
ness and dealing with high-pressure
situations is crucial. It wasvaluable to
Twar the players reflect during ourin-
teractive sessions.
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‘Family Guy’, ‘Bob’s
Burgers’ get four-

=

Washington

Fox has decided

to keep its most

popular animat-

ed shows on air
for the rest of the decade, re-
ported The Hollywood Re-
porter.

The network has renewed
‘The Simpsons’, ‘Family
Guy’, and ‘Bob's Burgers”
for four more seasons. It
also confirmed that Ameri-
can Dad! will return fo Fox
in 2025-26 with a four-sea-
son renewal.

As per the publication,
these renewals mean that all
four shows will continue un-
til at least 2028-29.

FOX

RENEWED AND
RETURNING

season renewals at Fox

The Simpsons, which is al-
ready the longest-running
seripted TV show, will reach
its 4oth season. It could
even get close to 9oo
episodes by the end of this
new deal. Family Guy will go
up to its 27th season, while
Bob’s Burgers will continue
until its 19th season. Amer-
ican Dad! will now have sea-
sons 20 to 23 under Fox's
banner.

American Dad! originally
aired on Fox for nine sea-
sons before moving to TBS
in 2014. After running for
another decade there, the
show is now returning to
Fox.

re-releasing this Friday

Mumbai
ove watching Bol-
Iywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan
in negative roles?
There’s great news for
SRK’s fans as one of his
remarkable films, ‘Darr’, is
re-releasing in theatres this
Frid:
Sharing the update, pro-
duction banner Yash Raj
Films (YRF) took to Insta-
gram and wrote, “Experi-
ence this iconic tale on the
big screen again! #Dart ve-
releasing in cinemas to-
morrow. Book your tickets
now! (Link in bio) @pvrein-
emas_official @inoxmovies
@cinepolisindia.
SRK played the role of a
murderous stalker in ‘Darr’,
which also starred Juhi
Chawla and Sunny Deol.
The film’s story revolved
around Rahul (SRK) who is
obsessively in love with his
classmate Kiran (Juhi
Chawla) and stalks her to
her doorstep. And what fol-
lows is a cycle of distress,
heartbreak, and fights,
which lead to Rahuls
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Shah Rukh Khan’s ‘Darr’

death.

It's been more than three
decades and the film is re-
membered to date. Nobody
can ever forget SRK’s “1
Love You KK K... Kiran!"
dialogue.

In Netflix's docu-series
‘The Romanties', SRK took
astroll down memory lane
and shared how he per-
fected his stammering dia-
logue 'Kk k..Kiran'.

SRK said, “T had a ¢l
mate who had a stammer
and then we did some little
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‘Panchayat’ makers
announce Season 4 as
series clocks 5 years

Mumbai

he  much-loved

web series ‘Pan-

chayat’ turns 5 to-

day. The show,
which first premiered on
Prime Video on April 3,
2020, has won the he; of
viewers ever since its re-
lease.

Now, as the series marks
its 5th anniversary, fans
have received the news they
were eagerly waiting for:
‘Panchayat Season 4, which
isset to release on July 2 of
this year.

Prime Video, on Thurs-
day, took to its Instagram
account to share a promo-
tional video featuring ac-
tors Jitendra Kumar, Jia
Manek, and internet sen-
sation Darshan Magdum,

Panchayat Season 4, pro-
duced under the banner of

“Anupam Kher
sir will always be
my Guru...”; Neil
Nitin Mukesh

The Viral Fever (IVF), is
created by Deepak Kumar
Mishra, written by Chan-
dan Kumar, and directed
by Deepak Kumar Mishra
and Akshat Vijaywargiva.
The series stars Jitendra
Kumar in thelead as the en-

/ iy

dearing Sachivji, alongside
an ensemble cast including
Raghubir Yadav, Neena
Gupta, Sanvikaa, Chandan
Roy, Faisal Malik, Durgesh
Kumar, Sunita Rajwar, and
Pankaj Jha in pivotal roles.

In Panchayat Season 3,

the story delves deeper into
village polities and corrup-
tion, focusing on elections
and the struggles of the vil-
lagers, particularly the lack
of aproper road. The season
alsoexplores themes of grief,
community, and unity.

“Doing Surya Namaskar, walking
a little---": Kareena Kapoor Khan

Mumbai Mumbai
jel Nitin Mukesh hile many
has come a long actresses
way in his career. have gone
In a jourmey under the

spanning over 18 years, he
has proved his mettle time
and again with his acting
prowess, especially in projects.
stch as ‘Johnny Gaddaar',
‘New York', and Jail' among
others. Credits also go fo his
“Guru” and veteran actor
Anupam Kher for making
Neil learn valuable aspects of
acting. His training at Kher's
acting school, ‘Actor Pre-
pares’, gave him a solid foun-
dation in acting techniques.

On Thursday, Neil, son of
renowned playback singer
Nitin Mukesh and grandson
of legendary singer Mukesh,
recherished his memories
spent at ‘Actor Prepares’,
where he was envolled as a
student alongside Hrithik
Raoshan, Abhishek Bachchan,
Uday Chopra, and Jugal
Hansraj.

knife to enhance their
looks, Bollywood star Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan prefers
to stay away from cosmet-
ic surgeries.

At a launch event for nu-
tritionist Rutija Diwekar's
book “The Commonsense
Diet’, in Mumbai, Kareena
emphasised ageing grace-
fully and naturally rather
than relying on skin treat-
ments such as botox.

“Age is just a number.
My only thing is 1 always
want to be fit to take on
whatever old age brings. 1
want to be able to do what
1 have to do whether it has
to go to sets at 70, 75. 1
want to keep working until
85, all my life. T want be
able to bend to pick up my
grandehildren. T want be
able to do things and not be

dependent on someone ora
stick,” Kareena said.

“For that, I have to eat
right, and have mobility to
work out. It's not about the
way I look, it's about the
way I feel and that's what
for me, aging and life is. 1
am embracing it but I'm
taking all these particular
things, like eating ghee,
eating khichdi, doing a lit-
tle bit of weight training for
muscle strength, walking a
little, my Surya Namaskars,

doingmy little work on my
own rather than skin treat-
ments and botox,” she added.

Meanwhile, on the pro-
fessional front, Kareena re-
cently eaptivated the audi-
encewith herappearance at
the gala celebrating 25 years
of Lakme Fashion Week.

Reflecting on her fashion
journey, she recalled walking
the ramp at different stages
of her life, from her size-
zero days to her pregnancy
with son Taimur.

study. some BBC docu-
mentary where they talked
about that people’s minds
become aware to one
sound, and it's like a sharp
current. So, you can't say
the word because you be-
come aware of a sound.
Let’s make liim aware of the
woman he loves the most,
her name. So, 1 only stam-
mer on the word Kiran. It
was just for that one word
because he’s so aware of
her.”

“I had some really fan-

tastically stupid ideas, like
Lremember once going to
Adiand saying, can I make
this phone call hanging up-
side down? Adi said ‘Dad
won't allow that.” Some-
times he would come and
tell me that listen I think
dad is not going to take a
close up ofthis. I think you
did very well. So, you sug-
gest, if Ldoit, he'llturn me
down. So, we were like the
filters who kind of help
each other with Yash Ji,” he
added.

Vir Das announces his
book ‘The Outsider- A
Memoir for Misfits’

Mumbai
ctor-comedian Vir
Das has an-
nounced that he
ds coming out with
his memoir, “The Qutsider-
A Memoir for Misfits”,

He took to social media to
unveil the cover of his up-
coming book, which he said
has been in the w
the past two years.

“T WROTE A BOOK!!!!
For ALL The Outsiders! I
hope you'll Preorder and
share. For some reason, 1
have seen more of the world,
and been let into more
worlds, than anyone I know.
Laughter has truly saved my
life. 1 hope to show you how
funny and beautiful this
world is It hits shelves soon,
but you can order it NOW in
my profile. @simonand-
schuster @
@harpercollinsin Thisamaz-
ing music is Meraki by @du-

rks over

simonelement

alistinquiry,” Vir shared on
The memoir, according to
‘his publishers, "is set to take

a deep dive into his many
phases of life highlighting
that the comedy world isn't
the only place where he's
always felt like an outsider.”

In the book, amongst
many incidents highlighted
Vir recounts a memorable
moment when, stranded on
a pier in Cozumel, Mexico,
with his cruise ship sailing
away due to visa issues, he

realized that being an out-
siderisn’t just something he
“swho heis.”

Reflecting on his globe-
trotting life, Vir said, “I've
had a strange life that took
me across the world more
than anyone [ know. Idon't
know how one ends up being.
the Indian kid in Nigeria, the
African kid in boarding
school, the boarding school
kid in Dethi Public School,
the Delhi kid in Galesburg,

ViwTi

the Chicago guy in
Alabama, the America-re-
furn in Mumbai, the Bolly-
wood guy in comedy, the
stand-up comedy guy in Bol-
Iywood, the Bollywood guy
in Indie Music, and the In-
dian in American comedy.
AllT know is, when you are
blessed enough to step into
all those worlds, you write a
bookahout it. I hope to. take
youacross the world through
theeyesof a fortunate fool."

Noemie Merlant
recalls working
in ‘Emanuelle’

=
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Los Angeles
fier its theatrical
un, Emanuelle’is
now all set to be
ut on OTT.

The film, which stars
Noemie Merlant, Naorni
Watts and Will Sharpe, will
premiere on April 11 exclu-
sively on Lionsgate Play

Ahead of the digital pre-
micre, Noemie took a stroll
down memory lane and re-
called working in the film.

‘1 dido’'t know Em-
manuelle at all, neither the
booknor the film. All 1knew
was the buzz that had sur-
rounded thefilm when it was
released. I only learned two
days before meeting Audrey
that she was looking for her
Emmanuelle and that she
had thought of me. I was
very flattered. When I read
the seript, Fwas caught up in
this intimate journey.” she
said, as per a press note.

“I had the feeling of going
on an inner journey since it
resembled my own some
what, that's to say the journey
of awoman who tries to con-
nect to her body, to recon-
nect, period, as if ultimately
she'd never really been able to
connect to herself, to her
pleasure,

Reese Witherspoon announces ‘Legally
Blonde’ prequel ‘Elle’, check out first look

Washington

ans of ‘Legally

Blonde' have excit-

ing news to cele-

brate! Reese With-
erspoon has shared the first
look at Lexi Minetree as Elle
Woods in Elle, anew prequel
series coming to Amazon
Prime Video,

Witherspoon, who played
Elle Woods in the original
films, took to Instagram to
make the announcement.

“Harvard was hard. High
school was harder. Our new.

series, Elle, is now in pro-
duction! Couldn’t be more
excited to introduce you all to

@leximinetree as Elle
Woods," read her Instagram
post.

According to Variety, the
show will take viewers back
to Elle Woods' high school
days, giving fans a glimpse of
the experiences that shaped
her into the confident and de-
termined woman fans loved
in Legally Blonde. Mean-
while, shooting for the ser
has just begun, reported Va-
riety.

Lexi Minetree, who is often
seen in small roles sich asin

‘Law & Order: SVU and ‘The
Murdaugh Murders', is set to
take on her first lead role as
young Elle Woods. The cast
also includes Tom Everett
Scott as Elle's father and
June Diane Raphael as her
mother.

Laura Kittrell and Caroline
Dries serve as co-showrun-
ners, with Witherspoon also
involved as an executive pro-
ducer. The series is produced
by Amazon MGM and With-
erspoon’s company, Hello
Sunshine.






