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Fadnavis Shinde
back Wagf Bill
Cong says govt
wants to hand
over land to
industrialists

Delhi govt
tightens pollution
control measures
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Samson set to lead Royals,

Over 30 killed as Israel's military
operationin Gaza Strip expanding

to seize 'large areas'
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Over 50 foreign varsities
applied to UGC for
approval: Pradhan
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Rumours being spread that Waqf bill
will interfere with Muslim affairs: Shah

WSpeaking in LS on the Waqf amendment bill, Amit Shah said
non-Muslims in Waqf bodies are meant purely for ensuring
administration of properties in accordance with stated aims.

New Dethi:

he ruling NDA
on Wednesday
launched a feisty

defence of the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill in
the Lok Sabha amid the
opposition's charge that
it was unconstitutional
and targeted Muslims,
as Home Minister Amit
Shah asserted that the
government had no in-
tention of interfering in
their religious matters
and was solely driven by
the aim of transparent
administration of Wagf
properties.

Shali's intervention
came during the day-
long debate that wit-
nessed a fierce exchange
between the two sides,
with Congress Deputy
Leader Gaurav Gogoi
alleging that the bill was
an attempt to attack the
basic strueture of the
Constitution,  defame
minorities,  disenfran-
chise them and divide
the society.

Minorities Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju in
his opening remarks re-
jected the allegation that
the proposed law was an
interference in the con-
stitutionally guaranteed
freedom in religions af-
fairs.

""

The bill has nothing
to do with religion, but
deals only with proper-
ties, he said tabling the
Bill, which was exam-
ined and redrafted by a
joint committee of Par-
liament.

"The government is
not going to interfere in
any religious institution.
The changes made in
the Waqflaw by the UPA
government gave it over-

riding effect over other
statutes, hence the new
amendments were Te-
quired,” Rijiju said amid
noisy opposition protests.

"You (opposition) tried
to mislead the people on
issues which are not part

) of the r\‘\’an Bill" sw

B

said to the opposition.

Both ministers assert-
ed that the proposed re-
forms would ensure the
welfare of poor Muslims
and women.

The BJP was bolstered
by a show of support
from its key allies like
the TDP, JD(U), Shiv
Sena and Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas), while
the INDIA bloc put up a
united show in opposing
the bill.

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav claimed
that the bill is a BJP's
ploy for polarisation fol-
lowing its reverses in the
Lok Sabha polls, alleging

that it will send a wrong
message to the world
denting the country's
secular image.

The bill will prove to
be a "waterloo" for the
BJP as some of its allies
might be claiming to
support the bill but in-
side they are not happy
about the development.
he said.

“Bringing Waqf Bill is
the BJP's political game,
it is a new form of their
comumunal politics. The
BJP wants to appease
those supporters who
are now distancing
themselves from the
party because of its pol-
icies,

Trump is set to announce 'reciprocal’ tariffs
in risky move that could reshape economy

Washington:

fter  weeks of
White House hype
md public anxi-

ety. President Donald
Trump is set Wednesday
to announce a barrage of
self-described “recipro-
cal” tariffs on friend and
foe alike.

The npew taiiffs —
coming on what Trump
has called “Liberation
Day” — is a bid to boost
US manufacturitig and
punish other countries
for what he has said are
vears of unfair trade
practices. But by most
economists’ ASSLSS-
ments, the risky move
threatens to plunge the
economy into a down-
turn and mangle dec-
ades-old alliances.

The White House is
exuding confidence de-
spite the political and
financial gamble being
undertaken.

“April 2, 2025, will go
down as one of the most
important days in mod-

em  American history,”
White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt
said at Tuesday's brief-
ing while adding that
the new tariffs will take
effect immediately.

The reciprocal tar-
iffs Trumyp plans to an-
nomnee follow similar
recent announcements
of 25% faxes on auto

imports; levies against
China, Canada and
Mexico; and  expand-

ed taviffs on steel and

aluminum. Trump has
also put tariffs against
countries that import
ail from Venezuela and
plans separate import
taxes on pharmaceuatical
drugs, lumber, capper
and computer chips.

None of the warning
signe about a falling
stock market or con-
sumer sentiment turn-
ing morose have caused
the administration to
publicly  second-guess
its strategy. Agency

Modi-Yunus meeting likely at
BIMSTEC Summit in Bangkok

New Delhi:
ere i hij
possibility
meeting  between
Bangladesh chief advis-
er Muhammad Yunus
and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on the side-
lines of the BIMSTEC
Summit in Bangkok, a
senior official said hete
on Wednesday.

Modi will travel to
Thailand on Thursday
on a two-day visit, dur-
ing which he will attend
the 6th BIMSTEC Sum-
mit (Bay of Bengal Initi-
ative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economie
Cooperation) and held
talks with his Thai coun-

terpart Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra.

Khalilur Rahman, the
High Representative to
the Chief Adviser for
the Rohingya issue and
other priorities, was
quoted by the Dhaka
Tribune newspaper as

saying that B:mgladesh
has l’cqnesied A meeting
between the two leaders
and "we have reasona-
ble grounds to remain
hopeful".

He told reporters that
there is a "high possibil-
ity” of the meeting, the

paper added.

The state-run BSS
news agency also quoted
an unnamed source as
saving that talks between
the two leaders will be
held during the summit.

In New Delhi, sources
did not rule out a meeting.

Since  the interim
government lieaded by
Yunus stepped in follow-
ing the ouster of the then
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024,
the ties between the two
countries have seen a
slump amjd India‘s con-
cerns over the violence
targeting Hindus and a
rise of hardline Islamist
forees there. Agency

HIGHLIGHT
u The new tariffs —

coming on what
Trump has called "Lib-
eration Day” — isa bid
to boost US manufac-
turing and punish oth-
er coyntries for what
he has said are years
of unfair trade practic-
es.

White House trade
adviser Peter Navarro
has suggested that the
new tariffs wonld raise
$600 billion annually,
which would be the Jarg-
est tax increase since
Warld War I1. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
told Jawmakers that the
tariffs would be capped
and could be negotiat-
ed dowmward by other
countries, according to
the office of Rep. Kevin
Hern, R-Okla. But the
‘White House has vet to
confirm policy details,
despite Trump saving

WUnion Minister Kiren Rijiju introduced the bill, which seeks to
amend the Wagf Act, 1995. Opposition has condemned the bill
as unconstitutional, calling it an attack on religious freedom.

After most of the lead-
ing opposition lead-
ers had spoken, Shah
launched a stout defence
of the bill and rejected
the most common crit-
icism that the appoint-
ment of non-Muslims
in the Wagf council and
boards violated a com-
munity's right to man-
age its own affairs.

He also warned against
instigating Muslims
against the law, noting
that an opposition MP
had said that the minor-
ities will not accept this.

"It is the law of the Indi-

an government and Par-
liament. Everyone will
have to acceptit.”

e bill will become
a law after it is notified
following its passage in
both Lok Sabha and Ra-
jva Sabha.

Shah said the gov-
ernment is not going
to have any say in the
matters of Waqf, endow-
ments made by Muslims
for religiously charitable
aud pious purposes, add-
ing that the council and
boards are aimed at the
management of the prop-
erties to ensure that they
are used in line with the
stated aims behind their
donation.
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Parliament passes Immigration

ﬁp'
proved a bill to
regulate  immigra-

md stay of

foreigners in Indli
the Rajva Sabha g
its nod on Wednesday

The Immigration and
Foreigners Bill, 2025
was passed in Lok Sab-
ha on
The Rajya Sabha passed
the Bill by voice vote on
Wednesday after various
amendments moved by
Opposition  members
were negated.
Replying to the dis-
cussion on the Bill, Min-
ister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai
attacked the previous
Congress  government
and the TMC dispensa-
tion in West Bengal for
immi-
grmts enler the coun

hy itating” their

<l:w by including their
names in voters' list and
ration cards.
This was strongly oh-
jected to by the Congr
and TMC members, who
along with other opposi-
tion parties' MPs, staged
a walkout from the Up-
per House.
Qne of the key provi-

and Foreigners Bill

sions in the Bill is that
anyone found to be us-
ing a forged passport or
visa for entering India
or staying in or exiting
from the country will be
punishable with a jail
term of up to seven years
and a fine which could
extend to Rs 10 lakh.

The Bill also seeks to
ensure a close moni-
toring of everyone who
visits India. The pro-
posed legislation also
provides for mandatory
reporting of information
about foreigners by ho-
tels, universities, other
educational institutions,
hospitals and nursing
homes to enable track-
ing of overstaying for-
eigners.

During the discussion,
Rai said. "As many as
26 members expressed
their views on the Bill. Tt
was necessary to bring
this Bill to make our uni-
versities, education sys-
tem and economy world
class level.”

About the suggestion
on referring the Bill to
the standing committee,
he stated that this Bill
was brought after deep
study of three years.

Ageniey

India's manufacturing sector growth
hits 8-month high in March: PMI

w Delhi:
s manufactur-
activity recov-

ing

ered the lost ground
lost in Febrnaty, pick-
ing up to its highest in
eight months, at 581 in
March ‘as against 56.3
in the previous month,

data released by S&P
Global on Wednesday
showed. The latest read-
ing showed a substan-
tial improvement in the
health of the sector that
was above its long-run
average. Per the release,
the rise was driven by
stronger mew orders
growth as the new or-
ders index recorded an
eight-month high of 61.5.
March saw fotal sales ex-
pand to the greatest ex-
tent since July 2024, with
companies remarking on
positive customer inter-
est, favourable demand
conditions and successful
marketing initiatives.
Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist
at HSBC, said, “India
registered a 58.1 manu-
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facturing PMI in March,
up substantially from
56.3 during the previous
month. Although inter-
national orders slightly
slowed, overall demand
momentum  remained
robust, and the new
orders index recorded
an eight-month high
of 61.5. Strong demand
prompted firms to tap
into their inventories,

causing the fastest drop
in finished goods stocks
in over three years.
Business  expectations
remained fairly optimis-
tie, with around 30 per
cent of survey partiei-
pants foreseeing greater
output volumes m the
year ahead, compared to
ss than 2 per cent that
amicipa:e acontraction.”
Ageney

Pakistan violates ceasefire
after mine blast along LoC

New Delhi:

akistani troops vi-
P olated the ceasefire

by resorting to un-
provoked firing after a
mine exploded along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Poonch district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, a de-
fence spokesman said on

Vednesday.

He sdid the Indian
amy responded “effec-
tively” to the ceasefire
violation and continues
to dominate the LoC
where the situation is
under control

Official sources said
the violation took place
at 1.10 pm on Tuesday.

‘While the Indian Army
made no mention of any
casualty on the Pakistan
side, the sources said
five enemy soldiers were
injured in the explosion
and the subsequent fir-

ing between the two
sides.

“On or Apr 2025, a
mine blast occurred in
Krishna Ghati  Sector
while the Pakistan Army
was patrolling aleng the

LoC. This was followed
by unprovoked firing
and  ceasefire vin]a-
tion by Pakistan Army,”
Jammu-based defence
PRO Lt Col Sunee] Bart-
wal sald in a revised
statement.

“Own troops respond-
ed effectively, The In-
dian Army continues to
dominate the LoC. The
situation is under con-
trol,” he said.

The earlier statement
had mentioned that "a
mine blast ocewrred in
Krishna Ghati Sector
due to Pakistan Army
intrusion across LoC",

Agency
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Rumours being
spread that Waqf
bill will interfere
with Muslim
affairs: Shah

CONT FROM PAGE-1
He accused the oppo-
sition of “fear-mon-
gering” over the bill's
provisions, saying
this is how they raised
avote bank.

He accused the Con-
gress-led UPA gov-
ernment of effecting
many amendments in
the Waqf law in 2013
for its appeasement
polities. saying these
changes made the Act

“extreme”. Had those
changes mnot been
made, the govern-

ment might not have
brought the bill, he
added.

He cited a host of
instances from across
the country about
vast properties being
claimed by different
state  Wagf boards,
with a section of peo-
ple involved in their
management making
personal gains while
doing little for the
community. The new
law will catch such
people and throw
them out, he added.
“This money is of
the poor Muslims not
for a few moneybags,”
he said, citing the
meagre income of Rs
163 crore from Waqf
properties.

Citing speeches of
several opposition
leaders, including
RJD president Lalu
Prasad Yadav, in 2013,
he said even they had
noted the rampant
property grab in the
name of Wagf law.

Gogoi argued that
the bill had not been
adequately discussed
with minority repre-
sentatives.

“In 2023, four meet-
ings of the Minori-
ty Commission were
held, and yet, there
was no mention of
the need for a Wagqf
amendment bill. T ask
the government - was
this bill drafted by the
Minority Affairs Min-
istry or some other
department?”

The opposition MP
also raised concerns
over Clause 3, which
defines individuals
practising Islam.

“Minorities are now
being forced to prove
their religious iden-
tity with certificates.
Tomorrow, will peo-
ple from other faiths
also have to do this?
This is against Arficle
26 of the Constitu-
tion,” he said.

JP's Anurag
Thakur said, “This bill
is not about Hindu
versus Muslim, this
is law versus lawless-
ness, Constitution
versus corruption.”
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Fadnavis Shinde back Waqf Bill Cong says

govt wants to hand over land

Mumbai:
aharashtra
Chief Minister
Devendra Fad-
navis on Wednesday
hailed the introduction
of the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, in the
Lok Sabha, calling the
proposed legislation a
progressive step that re-
flects the word “secular”
mentioned in the Con-
stitution’s preamble.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and Shiv Sena lead-
er Eknath Shinde also
came out in support of
the bill and stressed it
was in the best interest
of the Muslim commu-
nity.

Talking to report-
ers: here, Fadnavis ex-
pressed confidence that
the bill, tabled in the Lok
Sabha by Union Minori-
ty Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Wednesday for
discussion and passage,
will eventually get Par-
liament’s nod.

The bill seeks to im-
prove the fimetioning of
Wagf properties (which
refer fo properties ded-
icated exclusively for
religious or charitable
purposes under Islam-
ic law), address com-
plexities, ensure trans-
parency and introduce
technology-driven man-

ent.

“The bill doesn’t hurt
religions faith or senti-
ment of any commumi-
ty. It only corrects the
wrongdoings of the past.
Women will get rep-
resentation on the Wagf
Board (proposed under
the bill). Any wrongdo-
ing in the board couldn't
be challenged (under
existing law) in courts.
This provision has been
removed,” the BJP lead-
er noted.

Fadnavis maintained
that under the existing
Wagf Act, lands were
taken over by the board

Mahayuti leaders suffering
from ‘Ghajini’ syndrome grant
loan waiver to farmers: Cong

Mumbai:

In a sharp jibe at the

Maharashira  govern-
ment after Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar ruled out a
crop loan waiver, Con-
gress on Wednesday
alleged the BJP-led al-
liance is suffering from

“Ghajni _syndrome” and

demanded loan waivers
for farmers before the
next sowing season.

State Congress pres-
ident  Harshvardhan
Sapkal said Mahayuti
allies had promised to
grant loan waivers to
farmers and raise the
stipend for women from
Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,100
during the poll cam-
paign but changed their
stance after coming to
power.

“Grant loan waivers
to farmers before the
sowing season. If this
so-called triple-engine
government has any
credibility left, it should
secure a special package
from the Centre,” Sap-
kal said while address-
ing a press conference.

He said the “sudden
reversal” of Mahayu-
ti's stand vis-a-vis the
promises made in the
assembly polls suggests
their leaders are suffer-
ing from “Ghajini syn-

drome”, an apparent
reference to the 2008
movie whose protago-
nist suffers short-term
‘memory loss.

Ajit Pawar had said
the current financial
sitnation of Maharash-
tra does not allow for
a crop loan waiver and
asl\ed farmers to pay

in time

and then by Congress
leaders,

The bill aims to stop
this “loot”, he empha-
sised.

The CM said it is fool-
ish to say that industri-
alists will benefit from
the proposed law and
dismissed its erities as
“sycophants” who want
to play appeasement
politics,

“Those whose con-
seience is alive will sup-
port the bill. If the Shiv
Sena (UBT) still follows
Balasaheb Thackeray's
ideals, they will support
the bill,” Fadnavis con-

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Shinde, a BJP ally,
attacked the rival Shiv
Sena (UBT) over the
‘Wagf Bill, accusing it of
engaging in vote-bank
polities and claimed it
was now operaﬁng un-
der Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi's influence.

Addressing the media
after reviewing the state
government’s  100-day
action plan, Shinde said
the bill was in the best
interest of the Muslim
community.

“It paves the way for
their holistic develop-

Talking to reporters
here, Fadnavis
expressed confidence
that the bill, tabled
in the Lok Sabha
by Union Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Wednesday
for discussion
and passage, will

eventually get
Parliament’s nod. I

ment, and I wrge the
community to support
it. The Sena (UBT) has
strayed from Balasaheb
Thackeray's  ideology
and is now operating
under Rahul Gandhi’s
influence,” he claimed.

On the contrary, the
ruling Shiv Sena takes
its decisions openly and
independently, and does
not engage in politics of
convenience, Shinde in-
sisted.

“The true faces of
those engaging in vote-
bank polities for Muslim
votes have been exposed
through their stance on
the Waqgf Bill,” he ar-

gued.

Without naming the
opposition Sena (UBT),
Shinde maintained the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
party’s current plight is

to industrialists

Dbecause of “convenient”
stand it has taken on key
issues and due to this it
faced reverses in the last
year's assembly polls in
Maharashtra.

“The Shiv Sena’s stand
is very clear. We are not
dning polities of conven-
ience. We take decisions
openly,” the Deputy
Chief Minister empha-
sised.

Instead of keeping
Wagqf properties in the
control of a handful of
people (under the ex-
isting Act), they can be
used for the majority of
people (if the proposed
legislation comes into
force). Colleges, schools
and hospitals should
come up on donated
lands, Shinde said.

such properties are
misused, he maintained
and asked, “TIs there any
control of anyone on the
Wagfland?”

However, the Con-
gress in Maharashtra hit
out at the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre
over the bill

State Congress pres-
ident Harshvardhan
Sapkal alleged the gov-
ernment wants to hand
over land to industrial-
ists and builders under
the garb of the proposed
legislation.

Last rites of Congress’ appeasement
politics: Anurag Thakur on Wagqf bill

New Delhi:
BJP MP Anurag Thakur
on Wednesday launched
a seathing attack on the
Congress in the Lok
Sabha for opposing the
Wagf bill, saying the
proposed law would be
the last nail in the coffin
of Congress’s politics of

rather than wait for an
announcement in this
regard.

“They have issued an
order to repay loans
before March 31. This
sudden reversal sug-
gests that the leaders of
Mahayuti are suffering
from a ‘Ghajini’ swn-
drome. Farmers must
receive loan waivers be-
fore the sowing season,”
Sapkal added.

Heclaimed the Budget
session was wrapped up
without making any sig-
nifieant decisions and
the Aurangzeb tomb is-
sue was raised instead
of addressing funda-
mental public issues.

“They just delivered
lofty speeches, seem-
ingly forgetting their
manifesto. The Chief
Minister and Deputy
Chief Ministers acted
like stage performers,”
headded

Participating in the
debate on the Wagqf
( Ameud_mem) Bill,
2025 in the Lower
House, Thakur said
the time has come fo
change the Wagfboards
as they have become a
“hub of corruption” and
accused the Congress of
once again creating an
atmosphere of confu-
sion in the country.

The Bill is not just
for a change in law but
a clear message — that
the country will be run
only in accordance with
the Constitution, he as-
serted.

Thakur alleged that
the Wagf Board had to
administer properties
for the welfare of the
Muslim community but
the Congress and oth-
er opposition parties
irresponsibly used the
land to set up an em-
pire which they used as

Even a criminal enjoys certain
safeguards to protect dlgnlty SC

nal enjoyed certain pro-
tections, the Supreme
Conrt has directed the
director generals of po-
lice (DGP) of all the
states and UTs to strictly
adhere to all safegnards
available to persons in
custody.

A bench comprising
Justices  Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and Prashant
Kumar Mishra called the
police a very vital part
of the state machinery,
having a direct bearing
on the safety and securi-
ty of the society at large
and individuals in par-
tienlar.

“The need, therefore,
for maintaining the
confidence of individu-
als and society-at-large
in the police is para-
mount,” it added.

The cowrt referred to

a chec](hst shown by the

counsel for Haryana un-
der Section 41(1](b] (ii)
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973.
“Perusal of the same
prima facie does not in-
spire confidence. Rath-

vations came after a man

ner,” the bench’s March
26 order said,
The top court’s obser-

alleged he was held by
Haryana Police in viola-

tion of the law on arrest

aside from being sub-

er, it appears that only
as a formality, the samne
has been submitted. We
express our strong res-
ervations with regard to
filling-up uf the checkhst

in a

jected to physical abuse
during his detention and
inside the police station.

In support of such ar-
gument, the petitioner’s
counsel referred to an

e-mail sent by his broth-

er at around 11.24 am
on the same day to the
superintendent of po-
lice concerned over his
brother’s alleged arrest.

The counsel alleged
physical torture in the
police station was only
after the e-mail was sent
tothe higher officials “as
aknee jerk reaction” and
an FIR was lodged two
hours later at around
1.30 pm.

The top court ob-
served there appeared to
be “evident high-hand-
edness” on the part of
the police.

“Even if a persnn
may be a ‘criminal’,
law requires that he be
treated in accordance
therewith. Even a ‘crim-
inal’, under the law of
our land, enjoys certain
safeguards in order to
ensure protection of his
person and dignity.

N
their “vote bank ATM".
“You will have to de-
cide whether you will
stand with the Consti
tution or with Wagqf,”
he said.
Batting for the bill.
cur  said, “India
has seen a partition in
1947. That partition
happened because of
one family and one
party. Today, we will
not allow a second par-
tition in the name of
land jihad. We will not
allow it to happen. In-
dia needs freedom from
the fear of the Waqf
Board.”
The BJP leader ac-
cused the opposition
parties of opposing the

tives, rather than con-
sidering what he called
the “injustice” in the
way Wagqf properties
are administered.

Only a handful of
people have control
over the vast Waaf
properties across the
country, he said.

“Only 200 people
Thave control over Waqf
properties,” he said
adding that the land of
Hindus, Dalits, tribals
and backward classes
has been taken over,
and mo one speaks
against this injustice.

“Rahul ji says that
the country’'s wealth
is in the hands of few

people. I want to say to
him that you have giv-
en Wagf boards in the
hands of 200 people,”
Thakur said referring
to the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha.

The Waqf Amend-
ment Bill will be the
last rites of Congress’
policy of appeasement.
This will be the last
nail in the “coffin of
Congress's polities
of appeasement”, he
said.

“This is neither Paki-
stan nor the Taliban's
country. This is India.
Only one law will run
in the conntry -- the
Constitution,” he said.

“This billis not about
Hindu versus Muslim,
this is law versus law-
lessness, Constitution
versus corruption,
Bharat versus internal
partition. In several
countries, the Wagqf
board works under
the centralised frame-
work,” Thakur said.

The Congress Party
and its allies compro-
mised the Constitu-
tion for vote bank, he
alleged, adding that
this bill is against in-
justice and not against

Waqf bill interfers in Affairs of minority religions;
Aims to seize Waqf properties: AAP MP

Staff Reporter
New Delhi:

Aam Aadmi Party MP

from Sangrur. Punjab
Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer strongly opposed
the Waqf Bill in Parlia-
ment, arguing that it
allows the BJP govern-
ment to interfere in mi-
nority religions.

He claimed the bill
aims to seize Wagf
properties and opened
doors for future attacks
on other minority reli-

glons.
Hayer stated that the
bill violates Article 14,
questioning how the
law would determine
an individual's private
worship.
He criticized the cen-
tral government for its
divided approach to-
wards Muslims, point-
ing out that there have
been no Muslim repre-
sentatives from the BJP
in Lok Sabha or the Ut-
tar Pradesh assembly.
He noted that the

government has failed
to implement the Sa-
char Committee’s rec-
ommendations, which
highlight that 70% of
Wagf Board properties
are oceupied and many
properties, such as his-
torical mosques and ed-
ucational buildings, lack
necessary documenta-
ton.

Highlighting the im-
portance of wnity in
diversity, Hayer refer-
enced the harmony of
Malerkotla as an exam-
ple; urging the govern-
ment to avoid creating

divisions based on re-
ligion. He emphasized
his commitment to op-
posing the bill and ful-
filling promises to the
people of Malerkotla.

Hayer ultimately ar-
gued that the bill at-
tacks the Constitution,
specifically undermin-
ing Article 26, which
allows individuals to
form and manage their
own organizations. He
expressed his intent to
continue his opposition
to the bill in the inter-
ests of safeguarding mi-
nority rights.

Over 50 foreign
varsities
applied to UGC
for approval:
Pradhan

New Delhi:
Education Minister
Dharmendra  Pradhan
on Wednesday informed
the Rajya Sabha that
three foreign universi-
ties are currently oper-
ating in the country and
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) is
likely to grant approval
to 50 qualitative foreign
varsities in the coming
times in the interest of
students.

Replying to supple-
mentaries during Ques-
tion Hour, the minister
said the University Act,
1956 says that UGC can
amend its rules going by
the needs of the time.

“Around 14-15 lakh
students of the country
study abroad and a lot
of our resources go into
foreign land.
that in view and to de-
velop higher research
within the country, it
‘would be proper to bring
in foreign universities.
With this in mind, UGC
has amended its rules,”
Pradhan told the Rajva
Sabha.

He said not two but
three foreign umiversi-
ties are operating in In-
dia currently. Over 50
qualitative foreign uni-
versities are in talks with
different state govern-
ments and have reached
the UGC for permission,
he added.

“In the coming times,
we will evaluate them on
our standards and in the
coming times we would
grant them permission.
This is in the interest of
students,” he asserted.

The minister said the
government believed in
the autonomy of insti-
tutions and would main-
tain that,

India Surpasses
US & Europe by
Producing 1,681
Locomotives in
Financial Year
2024-25

Staff Reporter

New Delhi:
India Railways has
reached a significant
achievement in locomo-
tive manufacturing by
producing 1,681 loco-
motives for the financial

year 2024-25, exceeding

‘Pproduction in the United
States and Europe, said
an Railway Board official
on Wednesday.

This is a rise of 19%,
or 209 locomotives
more than the 1472
produced in the previ-
ous year, marking the
highest production rate
ever recorded in the
country, they said.

The growth in pro-
duction is largely at-
tributed to the “Make in
India” initiative, which
has boosted manufac-
turing  efforts. Over
the past ten years, In-
dia produced a total of
9.168 locomotives, al-
most doubling the an-
nual average from 470
toabout 917.
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3890 Yamuna
Authority
allottees get
possession of flats

ofthe recommendations of
the Amitabh Kant Commit-
tee. 3890 people have gat
the ownership rights of flats
inthe builder project of the
Yamuna Expressway In-
dusirial Development Au-
thority (YEIDA) atea.

The target is to register
6879 in the builder project.
After taking advantage of
the recommendations of the
committee, the builders
have deposited Rs 407.90
crore in the account of the
authority, but four builder
projects are still out of the
benefits of the committee.
‘There are about 4200 buy-
ersin these projects.

The authority has received
Rs 407.90 crore under 25
percent outstanding amount
from seven builder projects.
The authority will seon get
Rs 621 crore mote in the
next instalment. So far, reg~
istration of flats of 3890
people has been done in
seven builder projects.

These buyers had been
demanding registration for
along time, but due to dues
on the builder, the demand
for registration of buyers
was not being fulfilled as the
completion certificate was
not issued by the authority.

YEIDA CEO Dr. Arunvir
Singh said that out of a total
of 1 builder projects in the
authority area, seven had
applied for the benefits of
the Amitabh Kant Commit-
tee's tecommendations. Out
offour builder projects, the
SDS Homies has sought per-
mission to take advantage of
the scheme. The board has
issued guidelines for this,
Oris Builder has a stay from
the Supreme Court. Apart
from this, Supertech Builder
Tas two projects.

Builder fined for
pruning trees

Noida

The forest department im-
posed afine of Rs 30,000 on
the builder of sector-151,
Noida for deep pruning of
Arjun trees. The forest de-
partment took this action
after taking cognisance ofa
complaint by an organisa-
tion,

According to the regional
forest officer of Dadri,
Chaudhary Praveen Bhar-
tiya, foundetof the Corrup-
tion Free India Organiza-
tion, had complained about
pruning of trees by a builder.
The organisation had told
that about two months ago
a builder had done deep
pruning of Arjun trees in
the green beltin front of his
project. Due to this, there
was a possibility of destruc-
tion of trees.

Keeping in mind the issue
of environmental protec-
tion, the workers of the said
organisation had given a let-
terto the district magistrate
to take action. The forest
department had conducted
an investigation into this.

The pruning of trees was
confirmed in the forest de-
partment's investigation.
‘Now in this case, the forest
department has imposed a
fine of Rs 30,000 on the
builder.

i TOP STORY, D, THurspay 03, ApaiL 2025

Delhi govt tightens pollution control
measures announces EV push

W Gupta also announced a significant expansion of electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure in Delhi, stating that
by 2026, the city will have 48,000 charging points—18,000 government-operated and 30,000 semi-private.

New Delhi
hief Minister Relha
Gupta annpunced
in the assembly on
Wednesday that the
Delhi government will in-
iroduce a new palicy for is-
suing Pollution Under Con-
trol (PUC) certificates tove-
hicles from other states, ina
bid to tackle air pollution.
The move comes in re-
sponse to the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
report titled "Vehicular Air
Pollution in Delhi," which
flagged lapses in the nation-
al capital’s pollution control
mechanisms,
Gupta also announced a
igni ion of elec-

trodaged soon 1o push EV
acdoption in the national cap-
ital.

tric vehicle (EV) charging
infrastructure in Delhi, stat-
ing that by 2026, the ity will
have 48,000 charging
points—18,000 govermment-
operated and 30,000 semi-
private. A new Eleciric Ve-
hicle Poliey will also be -

Additi ly, six new air
quality monitoring centres
will be set up to improve pol-
lution tracking and enforce-
ment.

The chief minister re-
vealed plans to establish a
new eco-park dedicated to
processing electronic waste,

Delhi govt directs fire audit of all
its buildings ahead of summer

New Delhi

The Delhi government has
ordered the fire safety au-
dit of all its buildings, with
focus on hospitals and
health centres, by the Pub-
lic Works Department
(PWD), officials said on
Wednesday,

The audit will cover all
safety aspects, including
verifying the presence and
functionality of fire pre-
vention measures such as
fire alarms, sprinkler sys-
tems, and fire extinguish-
ers.

“The fire audit should
focus on assessing the fire
safety measures in place,
identifying potential fire
hazards, and recommend-
ing corrective actions to
ensure compliance with
fire safety norms,” PWD
principal secretary said in
an order,

The audit exercise is to
‘be completed by April 15,
itadded.

For fire detection and
alarm, the PWD officials
have been directed to in-
speet the functonality of
fire detection and alarm
systems and ensure they
are regularly tested and
maintained.

The emergency evacua-
tion plans of the buildi

= i
aiming to curb dir pollution
caused by improper dispos-
al of e-waste.

To strengthen the public
transport system, Gu pta said
that 5.500 buses will be
maintained by the end of
this year, and 11,000 buses
will be on the roads by 2026,
The routes of public buses
will also be reevaluated to
address loopholes in the sys-

tem.

Furthermore, the Delhi
government plansto file lit-
igation to reclaim the shares
of DIMTS (Delhi Integrated
Multi-Modal Transit Sys-
tem) that were previously
sold to a private player.

Commenting on the CAG
report, Assembly Speaker
Gupta stated. "The Public
Accounts Committee should

ports on finance and appro-
priation accounts of the pre-

Delhi Police
dismantles
international drug
syndicate arrests 7
operatives

New Delhi
Delhi Police Crime Branch
has dismantled a narco-syn-
dicate operating across mul-
tiple states and arrested sev-

vious AAP 1t in
Delhi revealed non-submis-
sion of bills and utilization
certificates worth hundreds
of croves of rupees, raising
concerns about the risk of
fund misuse. These reports
have now been referred to
the Assembly's Public Ac-
comnts C (PAC) for

examine this report thor-
oughly and identify the per-
sons who failed to perform
their duties: As per the con-
tents of the report, there
seem to have been serious
lapses on the part of the
government. The PAC shall
submit its report within
three months, and the de-
partments are directed to
submit their ATNs within a
month." Intotal, eight CAG
reports out of 14 have been
tabled in the house, includ-
ing some presented during
the first session. The CAG re-

investigation except one on
DIC to Public Undertakings
Committee.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio, had earlier
presented the Delhi govern-
ment'’s 2025-26 budget on
March 25, with an outlay of
Rs one lakh crore. She ds
seribed it as a "historic”
budget and a step towards
making Delhi self-reliant.

The first budget session of
the eighth legislative as-
sembly was adjourned sine
die.

Delhi govt to boost water supply with
249 new tube wells over 1 000 tankers

New Delhi

will be reviewed to ensure
they are in place, regular-
ly practised and commu-
nicated to all occupants.
The exercise will also ver-
ify that all oceupants, in-
cluding employees and vis-
itors, have received ade-
quate fire safety aware-
ness, officials said.

A team of experts, in-
cluding fire safety profes-
sionals and engineers, will
be formed for conducting
the audit with a compre-
hensive checklist to en-
sure that all aspects of fire
safety are covered during
the audit. A detailed audit
report on the findings
along with recommenda-
tions for corrective ac-
tions, will be submitted
to the Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) and the PWD, they
said.

Earlier, the DFS issued a
directive to all the eivic
bodies. This latest order is
based on an earlier direc-
tive issued by the DFS to
all the civic bodies last
month for the audit of
electrical work in all build-
ings under their jurisdic-
tion.

Water Minister Parvesh
Verma on Wednesday
nounced mandatory bio-
metric attendance for Del-
hi Jal Board (DJB) em-
ployees, the installation of
249 new tube wells, and
an increase of 1,327 water
tankers to improve supply.

Speaking in the Delhi
sembly session, Verma said
acommand centre has been
established to monitor wa-
ter distribution, which will
be inaugurated by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta ina
few days.

He said that Delhi re-
quites 1,200 million gal-
lons per day (MGD) but
currently receives only 990
MGD.

"To address this gap, the
government will install 249
new tube wells over the
next three months -- 96
will be operational by May,
88 in June, and 5510 July.

"At present, 901 water
tankers are in operation,
and this number will be in-
creased to 1.327. However,
tankers are only a tempo-
rary solution, we need to
address the root causes of
water shortages.” Verma

said.
The minister said 32 new
super sucker machines will

be deployed soon to clean
sewers, with tenders for 30
more approved to ensure
each constituency has one.

Within the next four
months, all gutters and
sewers will be desilted, and
sensors will be installed in
water tankers to monitor
levels accurately, he said.

"All sectors will be inte-
grated with the IT cell for
better monitoring," Verma
added. A water infrastruc-
ture project in Sangam Vi-
har, built at a cost of Rs 4
crore under the previous
government, remains un-
used due to multiple leaks,

Man posing as Army officer arrested for
cheating family of over Rs 8 lakh in Delhi

New Delhi

A 28-year-old man imper-
sonating a lieutenant
colonel in the Army has
been arrested for allegedly
cheating a family of over Rs
8 lakh by promising gov-
ernment jobs, an official
here said on Wednesday.

The accused, identified
as Sumit Singh, a resident
of Delhi's Uttam Nagar,
created fake Army docu-
‘ments, wore a Lieutenant
Colonel’s uniform, and
used badges and rubber
stamps to mislead victims,
hesaid.

Singh was also involved
in multiple cases of similar

frand in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh, including a rape
and cheating case in Luc-
know and another fraud
case in Hardoi, police said.

The accused, originally
from Uttar Pradesh’s Jaun-
pur, also reportedly pro-
cured a canteen card and

issued fraudulent recruit-
ment letters under the Min-
istry of Defence, police
added.

"A case was registered
in Gulabi Bagh Police Sta-
tion based on the com-
plaint of a 3o-year-old
woman advocate who al-
leged that Singh introduced
himself as a senior Army
officer in July 2024 and
promised her a legal posi-
tion' in the Armed Forces
Tribunal (AFT),” a senior
police official said.

Helater extended similar
job offers to her brother
and father, extracting large
sums under the pretence of

recruitment formalities, the
woman said in her com-
plaint.

The accused allegedly de-
manded money for appli-
cation fees, niess charges,
uniform kits, and other ex-
penses, accumulating over
Rs 8 lakh in cash from the
vietim and her family, offi-
cials said. He also took a
mobile phone worth Rs 1.6
lakh from the complainant
under false pretences, the
officer added.

Police said Singh fabri-
cated recruitment letters,
used a false identity. and
even pressured the com-
plainant to marry him.

AAP MLAs Suspended Over Kapil Mishra Resignation Row

New Delhi

The final day of the first
Budget Session of the new-
Iy constituted eighth As-
sembly witnessed highdra-
ma as AAP MLAs staged a
protest demanding the res-
ignation of Delhi Law and
Justice Minister Kapil
Mishra.

The protest erupted a day
after a court directed the
registration of an FIR
against Mishra over his al-
leged role in the 2020 Del-
hi riots.

Carrying placards and
raising slogans, AAP legis-

lators stormed into the well
of the House, prompting
Speaker Vijender Gupta to
suspend at least seven of
them—Kuldeep Kumar,
Sanjeev Jha, Mukesh
Ahlawat, Surendra Kumar,

Jarnail Singh, Aale Mo-
hammed, and Anil Jha.
Leader of Opposition
Atishi, leading the protests,
accused the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) of shielding
Mishra. “All the accused in

the riots are in jail. Why is
Kapil Mishra not behind
bars? We are demanding
his resignation, but the BJP
is protecting him,” she said.

Speaker Gupta instructed
the Assembly secretary to
verify whether the sus-
pended MLAs remained
within the premises and
were continuing their
protest despite the suspen-
sion order. Speaker Gupta
during the first session of the
eighth Assembly on March
3, ruled that any MLA who
is suspended or marshalled
out must vacate the Vidhan'

Sabha premises entirely.
“Thie raling comies in re:

sponse to a dispute over

whether tl ded leg-

he said.

"Officials have informed
me that an additional Rs 5
crore would be required for
its repairs and many of Del-

enkey op , including
three Nepalese nationals, an
official said on Wednesday.

The operation led to
seizure of above 17 kilo-
grams of "charas’ (hashish)
worth approximately Rs 8.75
erore in the international
‘market, police said.

The syndicate was sup-
plying "charas' from Nepal
and  Kasol (Himachal
Pradesh) to Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Dévesh Chan-
dra Srivastva said the "op-
eration was initiated follow-
inga tip offon November 20
regarding the supply of
‘hashish in Delhi's Majmi Ka
Tilaarea”. "A police teamar-
rested two suspects - Prem
Thapa and Md Jameel -~
recovering 1192 kg of charas
from them. Subsequently,
an FIR was registered and
further investigation was
larmched," he added.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT MR. MAHESH
AWANA S/0 MR MAHEMBER
AWANA OWNER A RESIDEN-
TIAL PLOT, AREA MEASURING
83 5Q. YDS €. 69.39 5Q, MTRS,
OUT OF KHASRA NO-238, SITU-
ATED AT VILLAGE ATTA MAIRA
CHOLERA BANGAR PARGANA
& TEHSIL DADRI, DISTRICT
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR U.P.
THROUGH REGISTERED GIFT
DEED DATED 27.03.2025 EXE-
CUTED BY MRS, PREM W/O
MR- MAHEMBER AWANA VIDE
REG, NO. 1949 AT SRl NOIDA
U.P, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED
PROPERTY IS GOING TO BE
MORTGAGE WITH FEDBANK FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED, (F
ANY PERSON/ BANK/ FINAN-
CIALINSTITUTION HAVING ANY
CLAIM / RIGHT, LIEN, ANY OB-
JECTION WHATSCEVER IN RE-

hi's pipelines are over 80 | | GARD TO THE ABOVE PROPER:
vears old and require ur- | | TV, SHOULD NOTIFIED TO THE
1 "hesaid. | [t IADV. VISHAL

gent

Verma said that to im-
prove accountability, fin-
gerprint scanners will be
installed in all DJB offices
for attendance tracking.

In addition, 180 junior
engineers will be recruited
for maintenance and proj-
ect work, while the num-
ber of labourers in each
constituency will be dou-
bled from 10 to 20 to en-
hance efficiency, the min-
ister said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

a Begum W/o M
Ashlam, is the absolute owner
of Residential House; area
meastiring 100 Sq. Yards e
83.61 Sq. Meters, Out of Khas-

Sarna

MEHAN, E-713, KARKAR-
DOOMA COURT, DELHI-110092
ALONG WITH DOCUMENTARY
EVIDENCE UNDER ADDRESS
THROUGH REGISTERED WITH-
IN 7 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
FAILING WHICH ANY CLAIM,
LIEN OR OBJECTION SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN
WAIVED.

VISHAL MEHAN,

713, KARKARDOOMA
COURT, DELHI -110092

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my
client, MRS. SNEH KHANNA
wife of LATE SHRI DEEPAK
KHANNA, is the absolute own-
er of DDA FLAT No.521 on
FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR
(DUPLEX), in POCKET-C, CAT-
SFS-IIl, situated at SHEIKH
SARAI PHASE-|, NEW DELHI-
110017. That the Original
Property Documents i.e, DDA
Possessian Siip & DDA De-
mand-cum-Allotment Letter
(Fifth & Final) of the above
captioned Property, is report-
ed to have been missing being
lost, miskaid or misplaced and
isnot traceable. A
Report/Complaint in this re-
gard (lost property docu-
ments) being LR No.
2712482/2025, dated
28.03.2025 has been lodged by
her with Crime Branch, Delhi.
It is hereby notified that if any
Person/ Firm/ Bank/ Financial
Institution or Entity has amy
sort of claim, rights, title, inter-
ests, lien, charge or dispute/
litigation of any nature {(what-
soever) in the above captioned
property onthe basis of afore-
said lost/ misplaced Property
Documents, should contact
and notify the same (with valid
Documentary Proof) to the un-
dersigned within 10 days from
the date hereof, falling which it
shall be presumed that the

ASTERN RAILWAY

above captioned property is
free from all sorts of encurn-
brances, dispute, litigation,
lien, claim or charge,
KAUSHIK & ASSOTIATES
SACHIN KAUSHIK
(Advocate)

Office at M-52-A, Basement,
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-
110017

E-Tender Notice No : Engg/Storm
Water/24-25/LLHR-3, dated
02.04.2025. E-Tender are invited by
Chief Works Manager, Carriage and,
Wagon Warkshop, Easfern Rallway,
Liluah, Howrah-711204 from reputed
approved and eligible contractors of
Raitways and Ihose of appropriats st
of Dept. of Govt./Putilic sector
undertaking for the unier mentioned.
works : Tender No & Name of the
Work: EnggStormwater24-25LLHR
-3 & Open e-Tender for Balance work
of improvemert of drainage system of
Liluah Workshop In connection with
undarground starm water drainage;
system o pravent flooding (Phase-) in
Carriage and Wagon Workshop,
Easlem Raiway, Liluah, Tender Value:
1 1,80.00,003.25. Cost of Tender]|
Document : Nil. Earnest Money:
72,40,000.00. Completion period :
270 days Date and time of Glosing
of tender ; On 24.04 2025 uplo 12.00
hrs. The details of tender are available
at website hitps:/fwwwi.ireps.gov.in
alongwith corrigendum (it any)

Tenderer are requested (o submit helr
offer oriine on the aboue website. No|
manal offer wil be acoepted.

MISC-04/2025-26

Tender Notice is also avallable at webstes :
ww et indianrailways. www ireps.gov.in
Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway

the following work

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
INo. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/58/2024-25(W-3
The Sr. Divisianal Enginesr-il, Northem Railway, el Dnision invites €-Tender for|

Dated :-28.03.2025

ir and v
of  |including AC Shod and offier alled warks in the seciion of SSEMarksNDLS

District, Ghaziabad, (U.P):
‘Mrs. Nisha Begum W/o Mr.
Ashlam has misplaced the Last

wark. |/Sin nder ADENINDLS and repaifReplacemet of wormout pige fines af
ra No. 1878, Situated at Village: washing lines and platfarm at NDLS and other allisd works i the /o SSE/
Pargana: WINDLS/6th unde: ADEN/NDLS
Jalalabad, Tehsil: 2| T 2.20.20400.30 (Rupses Two Crore Twenty e Lakh|

Ty Thcussnd Four Hundrod Nineand Thiry Paise Only)

3| Earmest Moriey tobe

22.64,6001- (Rupses Two Lakh Sixty Four Thousana
Deposiied Six Hundred Only)

Page of Origi Deed dat-

20001

2d05.08.1999, exéciited by
Mr. Vali SfoMr.

5| Data & Time of submission of tander
i and opening of tender

21.08.2025 31 15:00 Hrs

Kallu in favour of Mr. Anish S/o,
‘Mr. Nasruddin & Last Page of
Original Sale Deed dated
111.12.2012, executed by Mr.
Anish Sfo Mr. Nasrugdinin
favour of Mohd. Faruk S/o Mr.
Hazi Liyakat Afi. An FIR has
been duly lodzed regarding the
loss of the aforesald docu-
ments. Now, therefore, any
person(s), entity, or authority
having possession, custody, or
knowledge of the whereabouts
of the last page of the afore-
mentioned sale deeds is here-
by requestad to retum the
samie forthwith, Fafling which,
if any unauthorized person at-
tempts to misuse or deal with

islators could remain in cer-
tain areas of the Assembly
complex, such as the lawns
and the office of the Leader
of Oppasition,

The protest follows a court
ruling by Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate Vaib-
hav Chaurasia on Tuesday,
whichfound a*prima faci
case for investigation against
Mishra. The court ordered
Delhi Police to file a com-
pliance report by April 16.

of tender documsnts can be seen

- The lendereris must be registared on the (ndian Rallway. E-Procurement system)
(IREPS) site | 2. www.ireps.govin for parliipaling in the e-tander system. + For &
farms and candilons plegse refer tand

jer document + No manual offers are|

accapiablo.

i ki arpayment gty oty a50125
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

naida fE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with for the.
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall
be openedfdownloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details
and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority’s
official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.in &
hitps:/fetender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites
for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum ete.

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

ative Building, Sectar-6, Noida-201301 (UP)
Website : www.naidaauthorityonfine.in

OFFICE AT: Chamber No. P44,
Past Office Lane Near Central
Hall, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi—
110054

- AMOUNT
s inany = Job No./Work name (s
Lol T e 44T 1. | 64/D(H)/DD(H)-I2024-25, Mio RSP| 2141
galaction shall be initiated (Beautification of Butterfly area of sector-18,
against such person(s) as per Underpass), Noida.
the applicable laws. Forany in- 2. | 78/D(H)/DD(H)-112024-25, Mlo park (Annual 27.88
formation, kindly contact Ad- Rio boundary wall footpath and other
vocate Lavika Gupta at +91- miscellaneous. civil work in vedvan park
99711 inseven (7] seclor-78), Noida
days from the date of publica- 3. [ 81/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2024-26, Mlo patk Rio| 1837
tisnof thisnotice. Foolpath, Main gate and Bench Platform In
Lavika Gupta L ‘Shaheed Smarak Park in sector-29), Noida

Which can be uploaded by date 16/04/2025 upto 5:00 PM.
(Advocate) by 2n e %

P

T 1 shall
17/04/2025 at 11:00 AM.

ice
Sector - 33

n date

Director (Hort.)
Noida

EAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NO|
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Northern Railway achieved significant success in train
operations & passenger services: GM Ashok Verma

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
orthern Railway
has achieved sig-
nificant success
in train opera-
tions and passenger gerv-
ices during the financial
vear2024-2025. They have
focused on enhancing con-
nectivity and convenience
for commuters by adding
new trains and increasing
passenger capacity.
According to Ashok Ku-
‘mar Verma, General Man-
ager of Northern Railway,
seven new trains were in-
troduced this year. includ-
ing two Vande Bharat
trains and five Express
trains.
"Additionally, six existing
trains were extended to

reach more destinations,
and the frequency of three

trains was increased, pro-
viding passengers with

Northern Railway Steams Ahead with
Record 323,719 Cr Revenue in 2024-25

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Northern Railway has an-
nounced record growth in
revenue for the financial
year 2024-25, generating
a total of Rs. 23,719, 41
crore, which is a13. 05%
increase compared to the
previous year.

The General Manager,
Ashok Kumar Verma,
highlighted that this suc-
cess is due to strong per-
formanece in passenger
services and freight op-
erations, as well as im-
provements in operational
efficiency.

“NR has achieved Rey-
enue from passenger serv-
ices amounted to Rs.
12,850. 38 crore, sup-
ported by regular daily
commuters. Freight rev-
enue rose by 16. 13%.
reaching Rs. 7.757. 49
crore thanks to a signifi-
cant loading of 55. 67 mil-
lion tonnes," GM NR
Ashok Kumar Verma said.

Northern Railway also
explored new revenue op-
portunities outside tradi-
tional sources. In 2024-
25, it earned Rs. 64. 44
crore from parking, mark-
ing a 39% increase, and
Rs. 419. 54 crore from
catering, which grew by
10. 73%. New commercial
strategies included award-
ing contracts for platform
naming rights at New Del-
hi Railway Station and in-
troducing India's first
electric vehicle (EV)
charging facilities at two

—
“NR has achieved
Revenue from pas-
senger services
amounted to Rs.
12,850. 38 crore,
supported by regular
daily commuters.
Freight revenue rose
by 16. 13%, reaching
Rs. 7,757. 49 crore
thanks to a signifi-
cant loading of 55.
67 million tonnes,"
GM NR Ashok Kumar
Verma said.
S
stations. Additionally,
medical outlets and parcel
services were installed at
key locations to meet the
needs of passengers, the
official said.

As part of its communi-
ty service commitment,

Delhi HC allows DNA
testing of accused in
2013 murder case

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court has
permitted DNA testing of
an accused in an over a
decade-old murder case to
unearth the truth regard-
ing his guilt.

Justice Neena Bansal Kr-
ishna ordered the blood-
stained shirts of the victim
and the accused along with
the latter's blood sample to
be sentto the forensic labo-
ratory for examination.

The results would com-
prise the supplementary
chargesheet in the trial
court, the judge said.

The court was hearing the
plea of the victim's father
who moved the trial court
with the plea of DNA testing
to prove the accused had
killed his son but faced dis-
appointment,

His son died in May 2013,
fallowing which the accused
was charged for the offence
of his murder. The trial court
was dealing with the case at
the stage of final arguments.

The high court's April 1
judgement said though the
casewas atthe stage of final
arguments, justice "de-
manded the truth must be
discerned” to determine the

accused's guilt.

The DNA testing, the
judge said, might even ben-
efit the accused and there
could be no presumption of
it being in favour of the
complainant father.

"In fact if there can be
any independent evidence
which may help in determi-
mnation of the guilt or inno-
cence of the accused per-
sons, mustnot be refused to
be brought on record on the
specious ground of delay,
especially when it entails
such serious offence as (IPC)
Section 302 (murder)." the
court said.

Allowing the father's plea,
the court said, "It is also
clarified that in case the
DNA profile is generated,
the investigating officer may
seek the blood sample of
the accused for the purpose

S

Northern Rm]wuv
launched special initia-
tives for the Maha Kumbh
Mela 2025, focusing on
improved catering and
crowd management for
pilgrims. Digitalization
played a critical role in
enhancing user experi-
ence, with initiatives like
QR codes at counters and
117 Automated Ticket
Vending Machine (ATVM)
kiosks to simplify ticket
purchases.

Himanshu Shekhar
Upadhyay, CPRO, NR said
that looking ahead, North-
ern Railway aims to sus-
tain growth through in-
frastructure improve-
ments, green initiatives,
and advanced technolo-

With a strong history
of connecting people and
driving progress, the or-
ganization continues to
strive for excellence in the
railway sector.

more travel options." Ver-
ma said.

To accommodate the
higher demand for Vande
Bharat trains, their pay
load capacity was also en-
hanced, with four sets in-
creasing from 16 cars to
20 cars and one set from 8
cars to 16 cars. Moreover,
thenumber of special trains
operated rose significantly,
with 13,658 special trains
run compared to 4,487 the
previous year, the official
said.

These special services
catered to busy travel peri-
ods like summer, Holi, and
winter rush seasons, lead-
ing to anotable increase in
services—50. 18% for win-
ter rush and 46. 29% for
Holi specials, they said.

Northern Railway also
focused on assisting the

spiritual needs of pJ]g‘ﬂms
by efficiently managing
transportation for the Ma-
hakumbh, running 2,433
Kumbh Special trains to
the Prayag area from Jan-
wary 1, 2095, to March 6,
2025. Furthermore, 142
Bharat Gaurav trains were
operated to promote cul-
tural and religions tourism.

The General Manager
highlighted that initiatives
to add coaches led to the
addition of 64 coaches
across 25 train pairs, gen-
erating an extra 9,662 trips,
which is a 316% increase
from the prior vear. The
conversion of Integral
Coach Factory rakes to
Linke Hofmann Busch
rakes prioritized safety and
comfort, with nine pairs

upgraded. The standardi-
zation of rakes was anoth-
erfocal point, with 37 train
pairs standardized—up
147% from last year. Addi-
tionally, 88 General Class
coaches were added to 41
train pairs, improving com-
fort for unreserved class
travelers.

Qverall, Northern Rail-
way's enhancements in
train operations reflect
their commitment to im-
proving customer experi-
ence, increasing connec-
tivity, and addressing the
growing travel demand.
These advancements illus-
trate their dedication to
modernizing India's rail
system and boosting the
efficiency of railway opera-
tons.

Duped Ramprastha city plot buyers protest
outside developer s offlce in Gurugram

Gurugram

_ CGumgmm
Hundreds of aggrieved plot

buyers of Ramprastha City in
Gurugram, along with their
families, gathered outside
the Ramprastha Developers'
office in Sector 44 on Tues-
day to protest against the
deyeloper and its directors.
The buyers accused the com-
pany of duping them for
decades by taking advance
payments for plots but failing
to allot them as promised.

The Ramprastha Group,
operating under various
companies with its regis-
tered office at 114. Sector
44, Gurugram-122002,
Haryana, had booked plots
measuring between 200 and
600 square yards in Ram-
prastha City at different
times, particularly between
2006 and 2017. Despite tiak-
ing substantial sums of mon-
ey from buyers, the compa-
nyhas neither allotied plots
nov responded to their re-
peated requests and griev-
ances.

"Alarge number of inno-
cent buyers invested their
hard-earned money in these
plots, paying the full price as
demanded by the Ram-
prastha Group companies.
The companies acknowl-
edged the payments by issu-
ing receipts, and in some
cases, they even provided
preliminary allotment let-
ters for plots in Sectors 92,
93,95, and 37 C&D in Ram-
prastha City, Gurugram. Fur-
thermore, the company as-
sured some allottees via
emails that plots would be al-

lotted in Sector 37 C&D after
receiving approval from the
Haryana Rezl Estate Regu-
latory Authority (HRERA),"
said Sanjay Jain, President of
the Ramprastha City Buyers
Group.

However, despite these
assurances, no significant
progress has been made re-
garding the allotment or pos-
session of the plots. The sit-
uation has left many buyers
in distress, with no clarity on
when they will receive the
land they had paid for. Sev-
eral complaints haye been
lodged with HRERA, but the
developer continues to offer
false reassurances.

"During a recent HRERA
hearing, the developer bnce
again misled buyers by sug-
gesting that they could re-
fund the money with interest
instead of allotting plots.
This was outrightly rejected
by the plotbuyers, as they in-
vested in the project with
the intention of building their
homes. What is even more
alarming is that the devel-

oper continues to sell plnls

of the original bu}ers have
now turned into senior citi-
zems, still waiting for justice.
Several buyers have filed
complaints with HRERA,
but the company continues
to delay the process under
various pretexts. We fear
that instead of fulfilling its
commitments, the develop-
ermiight sell the land to oth-
er real estate companies,
thereby depriving ns of our
rightful properties.”
Adding to the growing
concerns, Mr. Mahender
Malhotra, Secretary of the

deceivingmore

buyers," said Advoeate Garvit
Gupta, who represents the
buyers association in the le-
gal proceedings,

Over the years, buyers
have made numerous at-
tempts to engage with the
company s management, in-
cluding divect meetings with
the directors and Shri Bal-
want Singh Chaudhary,
Chairman of the Ramprastha
Group. However, despite
these efforts, the company
has failed to take any con-
crete steps toward plot al-
lotment. The demarcation
of plots in the respective sec-
tors has not been carried
out, final allotment letters
have not been issued, and no
development work has be-
gun at the site.

Sanjay Arora, Vice Presi
dent of the association, high-
lighted the prolonged delay,
stating, "It has been more
than a decade—19 years in
some cases—since buyers
made their payments, Many

group, hasized the need
for urgent government in-
tervention. "We have written
to Haryana Chief Minister
Nayah Singh Saini and oth-
er relevant authorities, urg-
ing them to take strictaction
against the fraudulent prae-
tices of the Ramprastha
Group. The axthorities must
immediately halt the devel-
oper’s unlawfil activities and
ensure justice for hundreds
of buyers who have invested
their life savings in these
plots with the dream of
building and owning a
home."

The buyers continue o
press for immediate allot-
ment of their plots and stern
action against the Ram-
prastha Group for its alleged
fraudulent activities. As legal
battles and protests intensi-
fy. the affected families re-
main hopeful that the gov-
ernment and regulatory bod-
fes will step in to protect
their rights and put anend to
their prolonged suffering,

Max Fashion Makes a Grand Debut at Lakmé Fashion
Week with Kalki Koechlm Owning the Runway

Gurugram/Karnal
Max Fashion made a bold
and transformative debut
atthe 25th edition of Lakmé
Fashion Week X FDCL with
their muse Kalki Koechlin
leading the way. This mo-
ment marked a pivotal
change in Indian fashion,
with Max Fashion redefin-
ing high-street style on one
of the country’s most pres-
tigious runways. More than
just a runway moment, this
was a cultural reckoning—A.
statement that global fash-
ion is for everyone, em-
bracing style that is accessi-
ble, trend-driven, and ef-
fortlessly wearable. With

the launch of its Sicilian
Summer and Amalfi Escape
collections, Max Fashion
didn't just redefine high-
street fashion—itleveled the
playing field, turning aspi-

ration into

says Pallavi Pandey,Vice
President and Head of Mar-
keting, MAX. "We've always
believed that fashion should
be accessible to all. With
Kalki Koechlin as our muse,
we'te celebrating style as a
form of self-expression that
belongs to everyone. This
debut is about making
trend-driven fashion avail-
able to millions, whether
they shop in-store or online.
I's a celebration of stvle,
d and individua

lection launch—it was a
movement. A collective
breath was held, a ripple of
awe coursed through the
audience as Kalki Koechlin
stepped onto the runway.
Draped in a statement look
that radiated confidence,
rebellion, and effortless
style, Kalki didn’t just walk
the runway—she owned it.
‘There was no theatrics, no
forced grandeur—just raw,

unshakable prasencc The
moment fash-

PWD likely to
finalise project
report for Delhi
drainage master
plan by Jun

New Delhi

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) is likely to fi-
nalise a detailed project re-
port for a drainage master
plan for Delhi by the end of
June, an official said on
Wednesday.

According to the city's
current and future needs
for an effective drainage
system, the Delhi govern-
ment has been working on
anew drainage master plan
since 2021

The PWD has divided the
city into three basins -- Na-
jafgarh, Barapullah, and
Trans-Yamuna -- and hired
consultants to redesign the
drainage network.

As partof the plan, these
consultants have analysed
factors like slopes, depres-
sions, and the existing old
and incapable infrastrue-
ture to improve drainage ef-
ficiency, he said.

‘While desilting is han-
dled by multiple eivic bod-
ies, the PWD maintains
2,064 km of stormwater
drains along all the main
roads, covering almost 55
per cent of the city's entire
drain length of 3,740.31
km. The PWD is the nodal
agency on drainage in the
cty.

Delhi's last drainage mas-
ter plan was prepared in
1976 when the population
of the city was just 60 lakh.
According to rough esti-
mates, the population has
now gone up to around two
crore. In 2023, 308 water
logging hotspots were iden-
tified by the traffic police
due to several factors like
unprecedented rainfall; and
lack of proper drainage
which led to backflow of
water and stagnation at
these locations.

"After the DPR is ap-
proved by the government,
the agency starts the
process of inviting tenders
from private companies to
carry out the work on the
ground,” the officer said.

The original drainage
master plan was prepared
by IIT-Delhi in 2018 which
largely identified that rap-
id unplanned urbanisation,
shallow groundwater level
and low elevation are some
of the major Teasons re-
sulting in frequent flooding
problems in the city.

However, this report was
rejected by the previous
government as "generic” in
nature and a fresh master
plan preparation process
was commenced.

Last year, the Delhi High
Court suggested that onlya
single agency should be in-
volved in the management
of stormwater drains in the
city. Earlier, the TTT-Dethi
report had identified thein-
volvement of multiple de-
partments in drain man-
agement as a problem.

1In 2023, unprecedented
rainfall caused flooding,
with the Yamuna River
reaching a record-high
flood level of 208.66 me-
tres, surpassing the previ-
ous record from 1978.

This caused widespread
flooding, further high-
].u,hung the e urgency of im-
flood

millions. "Max Fashion's
debut at Lakmé Fashion
Week isn'tjust a milestone;
it'’s a bold affirmation of
who we are as a brand,"

TFrom the moment the
firstmodel stepped onto the
runway; it was clear that
this wasn't just another col-

ion—it was about transfor-
mation. Every step revealed
a fresh side of you, inviting
the world to me¢t your New
New You.

of prc’ monsoon
-eparations, the PWD has
a]:c1d\' stanr:d desilting
work of drains in a phase-
wise manmner.

Headless Body of Young Woman Found in Suitcase in Faridabad

Sandeep Chauhan
Fandabad
‘Agruesome discoveryin the
Mawai area of Faridabad has

of DNA Test, in

sent the

with law."”

Considering the case was
of 2013 "essentially resting
on circumstantial evidence”,
the court asked the "clothes
of the deceased and the ac-
cused/blood sample of the
accused" to be sent to the
forensiclab (FSL) for testing
within 15 days.

community after a headless
body ofa youngwoman was
found stuffed inside a suit-
case. The unsettling incident
has prompted a high-level
police investigation as au-
thorities work to uncover
the identity of the victim and
the circumstances sur-
rounding the crime.,

police
sources, a passerby smm-

According to

thorities. A police team
rushed to the scene and re-
covered the body, which was
immediately sent to the mor-
‘tuary for an autopsy.
Preliminary examinations
suggest that the vicimwasa
womanaged between 25 to
30 years, and the condition
of the body indicates that
she had been dead for ap-
proximately six to seven
days. The body was discov-

bled upon the ak
suitcase and alerted the au-

eredin a decom d state,
wrapped inside a sack, and

was semi-naked, raising sus-
picions of foul play.
Speaking on the case,
Usha, DCP Central Farid-
abad, stated, "The body was
found ina sack, semi-naked,
and in a decomposed state,
indicating it had been mur-
dered elsewhere and
dumpecd at the site.” She fur-
ther confirmed that the
woman's hands and legs
were tied, and the severed
head was missing, making
identification challenging.

The police have launched
a rigorous investigation,
scouring missing persons’
reports from Faridabad and
neighboring areas to estab-
lish the victim's identity.
Forensic teams have been
called in to gather crucial
evidence from the scene,
while officers are also ex-
amining CCTV footage from
nearby locations in an at-
tempt to trace the perpetra-
tor's,

Authorities have assured

the public that significant
progress is being made in
the case. "We have some
leads and are working to-
wards solving the case
soon," a palice official said.
The police are urging any-
one with information re-
garding the case to come
forward and assist in the
investigation.

This shocking incident
has left local residents in
fear, with many calling for
swift justice.
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Kejriwal urges youth to join

crusade against drugs in Pun)ab

Ludhiana
-ational Convener
of Aam Aadmi

former
Clief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal has called upon the
youth of Punjab to plava de-
cisive role in the waragainst
drugs, vowing to continue
the battle until the state is
completely drug-free.
Addressing a gathering be-
fore flaggmg off an awareness
march against drugs, Kejri-
wal emphasized that the
youth must take charge in
eradicating this menace. He
warned that failure to do so
would lead to disastrous con-
sequences for future genera-
tions. Encouraging young
peopleto say no to drugs, he
highlighted how addiction
ruins not only individual lives
but also entire families.
Kejriwal eriticized previous
governments for allegedly
patronizing drug cartels for il
legal monetary gains, accus-

ing top leaders of being com-
plicitin the dmg trade. He as-
serted that these leadershad
prioritized personal profits
over the welfare of the peo-
ple, leading to generations
being ruined by drug abuse.
He further stated that both
God and the people of Pun-
jab would not forgive such
leaders for their misdeeds.

.

Highlighting the efforts of
the current Punjab govern-
mem Kejriwal stated that
progress hasbeen

peddlers. He assured that
no drug smuggler would be
spared and that the strictest
possit ion would be tak-

made in the last 30 days.
He mentioned that proper-
ties amassed through drug
money were being seized
and demolished, with law
enforcement agencies crack-
ing down heavily on drug

Mann vows to end drug menace,
launches mass awareness campaign

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

Punjab Chief Miister Bhag-
want Singh Mann, alongside
tormer Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind  Kejriwal, on
Wednesday flagged off a
massive awareness cam-
paign against drug abuse,
vowing to eradicate the
menace from the state. Ad-
dressing thousands of youth
who took an oath to fight
against drugs, Mann as-
serted that his government
would not allow drug smug-
glers to thrive at the cost of
innocent lives.

“This is a decisive eru-
sade against drugs, and we
all pledge to eliminate this
curse from Punjab,” said
Mann during a march
aimed at raising awareness.
He emphasized that his goy-
ernment had already dis-
mantled drug supply net-
waorks and jatled major of-
fenders. Additionally, he
highlighted that, for the first
time, properties acquired
through drug trafficking
were being seized and de-

CM Saini attends BJP state-level workshop in

Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini attended

molished as a deterrent.
Blaming previous admin-
istrations for the worsening
drug crisis, the Chief Min-
ister stated that drugs had
infiltrated the state's s
fabric due to their negli-
gence. However, under the
guidance of Aam Aadmi
Party National Convener
Arvind Kejriwal, he ex-

ing anti-drug resolu-
tions in villages and urged
people toreport drug smug-
glers using the state's new-
ly launched WhatsApp
helpline, g779100200. He
assured that informants’
identities would be kept
confidential.

The Chief Minister
praised the Punjab Police ﬁ)r
its dedication t

en against them.

The AAP leader also re-
vealed that the government
has adopted azero-tolerance
policy against drugs. He
urged the youth to report
any instances of drug use or

trafficking through the ded-
icated WhatsApp helpline
number 9779100200, Calling
on the youth to take respon-
sibility for their communities,
he encouraged them to
pledge against drug con-
sumption and sale.

To aid in rehabilitation,
Kejriwal said the govern-
ment is running an Outpa-
tient Opioid Assisted Treat-
ment Program (QOAT) for
drug de-addiction at the OPD
level. Additionally, rehabili-
tation centers are being es-
tablished across the state to
support drug victims, In an
effort to steer youth away
from addiction, he also an-
nounced the opening of play-
grounds and gyms in every
village of Punjab.

As the fight against drugs
intensifies, Kejriwal reaf-
firmed his commitment to
making Punjab a drug-free
state and sought the nnwa-
vering support of the vouth in
this crucial mission.

Haryana chief secretary emphasizes

100 pc Aadhaar coverage

Chandigarl
Haryana Chief Secretary
Anurag Rastogi on Wednes-
day chaired a key meeting of
the Unique Identification
Implementation Commit-
tee (UIDIC) here, stressing
the need for 100 per cent
Aadhaar penetration across
the state.

To accelerate Aadhaar
registration, Rastogi di-
rected all state go

haar Portal to enh

dig-

departments, and repre-
sentatives from various
banks and de ent of

ital access for citizens.
Highlighting the impor-

tance of Aadhaar-linked au-

posts to ensure the full ac-
tivation of Aadhaar enrol-
ment kits at the earliest.
He emphasized the opti-
mal utilization of available
resources to make Aachaar
services more accessible.
According to an official
statement, the chief secre-
tary further directed that
special enrolment camps
be conducted in both gov-
ernment and  private
schools to facilitate Aad-
haar registration for stu-
dents,
Additionally, he called for
the promotion of the M-
Aadhaar App and My-Aad-

thentication, Rastogi asked
the School Education De-
partment to nin awareness
campaigns urging parents
to complete Mandatory Bio-
metric Updates (MBU) for
their children at the ages of
5and 15 years.

He also directed all the
departments of Haryana to
ensure Aadhaar- bn.sed au-

government departments.

During the meeting,
Bhawna Garg, Deputy Di-
rector General, UTDAI Re-
gional Office, Chandigarh,
highlighted the need to in-
crease Aadhaar enrolment
among children ‘aged -5
years.

She proposed deploying
Aadhaarkits at immuniza-
tion centres, with collabo-
ration between the Health
Department and the De-
partment of Women and

thentication of |

Child Devel (wep)

of various services offered at
Aadhaar centers and other
offices.

Rastogi further directed
that Aadhaar-based face au-
thentication attendance sys-
tem be deployed across all

to ensure fu]J coverage for
young children.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials from
various departments and
representatives of banks
and postal department.

Bulandshahr on high alert over Waqf
Amendment Bill, police intensify patrolling

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr
Bulandshahr has been
placed on high alert follow-
ing the introduction of the
Wagf Amendment Bill in
the Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day. In response, the police
administration has imple-
mented stringent security
measures across the dis-
trict. Mixed-population ar-
eas and Muslim-majority
localities are under height-
ened surveillance, with law
enforcement agencies con-
ducting continuous pa-
trolling to prevent any un-

toward incidents,

Police teams have
launched intensive checking
operations at multipleloca-

pressed confid. that
Punjab would seon be free
from drugs.

Mann stressed that the
battle against drugs must
become a mass movement
involving civil society, not
just law enforcement. He
lauded communities for

the state-level workshopof s

the Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) at the Seva Sadhna
Kendra in Samalkha on
Wednesday. Addressing
journalists, he announced
that Prime Minister Sh.
Narendra Modi would be
giving two major gifts (o
Haryana on the oceasion of
Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Jayanti on April
14. The Prime Minister will
inaugurate the airport in
Hisar and lay the foundation
stone foran 800 MW pow-
er unitin Yamunanagar.
The Chief Minister high-
lighted that the people of
Haryana would welcome
the Prime Minister with
open hearts. He praised the

Ve

Prime Minister's eﬂorts in
strengthening India’s glob-
al position and working to-
wards the vision of a ‘Viksit
Bharat’, He emphasized that
the ‘triple engine govern-

Himalayan Ibex shot by poachers
rescued four held in Ladakh

Leh
A Himalayan Ibex with a
gunshot injury was rescued
and four poachers were ar-
rested from a remote area
connecting Leh and Kargil
districts in the union terri-
tory of Ladakh, police said
on Wednesday.

The operation was car-
ried out jointly by the wildlife
department and police on
March 28, they said.

The Himalayan Ibex is
India's largest wild goat.

The Himalayan Ibex was
shot by poachers near Tsib-
skvangehan in Kanji village,
some 140 km from Leh town

on March 28, Khaltse Sta-
tion' House Officer (SHO)
Jamyang Namgial told PT1.

Both front limbs of the
animal were found broken
and it was successfully res-
cued. Four poachers were
also arrested and the
weapon of offence was re-
covered during the opera-
tion, he said.

‘The animal has been shift-
ed to Leh and is undergoing
treatment there. A case has
been registered under rele-
vant sections of the Wildlife

he at-

ing the state and playinga
frontline role in the anti-
drug mission. Calling on
citizens to actively partici-
pate, he urged every resident
to become a soldier in this
fight to make Punjab com-
pletely drug-free.

vana is accel-
erating development at
three times the speed. align-
ing with the principle of
“Viksit Bharat-Viksit
Haryana’.

tions, stopping and in-
specting vehicles while scru-
tinizing suspicious individ-
uals. The security arrange-
mients have been elevated to
the highest level to ensure
law and order remain intact.

Speaking on the situa-
tion, Senior Superintendent

Saini also stated that com-
prehensive arrangements
are being made for the
Prime Minister's visit. A
meeting will be held in Ro-
htak on April 5, bringing
together all ministers,
MLAs, and district presi-
dents of the state tofinalize

Spe.\kl.ng on governance
matters, the Chief Minister
armounced that the central
government is set to intro-
duce the Wagf Bill, which
aims to resolve disputes re-
lated to the Waqf Board
He also reassured farmers
that the state government is
committed to supporting
them. He confirmed that
all necessary preparations
have been made for the ar-
rival of ¢rops in mandis, in-

of Police (SSP) Shlok Kumar

TUmors or incite unrest.

stated that police
forceis on high alert and ful-
lv prepared to tackle any
challenges arising due to
the bill's introduction. He
assured that police person-
nel are actively patrolling all
circles within the district,
with Circle Officers (COs)
and station in-charges per-
sonally overseeing security
checks. The authorities are
muaintaining a close watch
onanti-social elements and
those attempting to spread

Samalkha

structing officials to ensure
the lifting of crops within 48
hours and timely transfer of
payments to farmers’ ac-
counts. Healso directed au-
thorities to provide essential
facilities to farmers atman-
dis.

On the festive occasion
of Navratri, the Chief Min-
ister extended his greetings
to the people of the state and
wished for their good health
and prosperity.

The event was attended
by Development and Pan-
chayat Minister Krishan Lal
Panwar, Cooperation Min-
ister Dr. Arvind Kumar
Sharma, Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare Minister
Shyam Singh Rana, Social
Justice and Empowerment
Minister Krishan Kumar
. and other dignitaries,

Jandshahr city, SP
City Shankar Prasad, along
with Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (ASP) Ri-
jul, is leading patrolling ef-
forts. In Khurja, SP Dehat
Tejveer Singh and CO Vikas
Pratap Chauhan are moni-
toring the situation, while in
Sikandrabad, CO Purnima
Singh is overseeing securi-
ty arrangements. Similarly,
in Anupshahr, CO Chitran-
jan Chauhan is in charge,
and in Syana, CO Prakhar

Pandey, along with Station
House Officer (SHO) Yagya
Dutt Sharma, is ensuring
law enforcement teams re-
main vigilant.

Authorities have appealed
to the public to cooperate
with law enforcement agen-
cies to maintain peace and
communal harmony. Resi-
dents have been urged tore-
port ay susplum\s m:hvmes

security measures include
the deployment of Provin-
cial Armed Constabulary
(PAC) personnel and the
use of advanced surveil-
lance tools such as CCTV
cameras and drones, en-
suring real-ime monitoring
of the situation.

SP City Shankar Prasad
reaffirme that maintaining
peace and security in Bu-

or
misinformation m Dial u 2
or their nearest police sta-
tion. The administration
hag reiterated that no at-
tempt to disrupt peace will
be tolerated, and strict ac-
tion will be taken against
those attempting to instigate
violence.

Security arrangements
have been significantly en-
hanced in sensitive areas
of the city. To prevent any
Taw-and-order disturbances,
the police are maintaining a
round-the-clock presence,
with officers deployed at
key locations. Additional

Isk is the police ad-
ministration’s top priority.
He urged residents to re-
main calm and avoid be-
lieving or spreading ru-
mots. He emphasized that
the policeare actively mon-
itoring the situation and
are fully equipped to deal
with any disputes or dis-
turbances swiftly and ef-
fectively.

‘With the district under
strict surveillance, author-
ities continue to work tire-
lessly to ensure stability,
reinforeing their commit-
ment to maintaining law
and order in Bulandshahr.

New Academic Session Commences at
DAVCPS, Mandi with Sacred Havan

The new academic session at
DAVCPS, Mandi, com-
mencedwitha sacred havan
on the school premises, ac-
companied by the recitation
of Vedic mantras. The aus-
picions ceremony aimed to
seek divine blessings for a
successful and enriching year
ahead.

The havan was graced by
the presence of the esteemed
Principal, Mr. K.5. Guleria,
along with staff members,
parents, and students. Puro-
it Acharya Veda Mitra Shas-
tri and School Acharya Bha-
vani Negi led the chanting of
Vedic mantras, creating a
serene and spiritual atmos-
phere. The school’s musi¢

teachers added tothe piety of
the event with soulful bha-

jans.

Addressing the gathering,
Principal Mr. K.S. Guleria ex-
tended a warm welcome to
students and staff, empha-
sizing the values of disci-
pline, dedication, and per-
severance. He encouraged
students to uphold the prin-
ciples of Arya Samj, set new

academic goals, and em-
brace learning with enthusi-
asm. He also highlighted the
importance of teamwork and.
integrity in achieving success.

The ceremony concluded
with prayers for the well-
being and bright future of all
students, marking the be-
ginning of the academic ses-
sion on aspiritually uplifing
note.

Vikramaditya Singh accused of mlsleadmg publlc w1th false development claims: Rakesh Jamwal

Mandi

BJP Chief Spokespersonand
MLA Rakesh Jamwal has
launched a seathing attack on
PWD Minister Vikramaditya
Singh, accusing him of de-
ceiving the public with false
claims of development.
Jamwal alleged that Singh
has been re-laying founda-
tion stones and inaugurating
projects that were already
approved and completed
during the BJP government's
tenure.

Jamwal eritieized Singh's
visitto Sundarnagar, calling
lta"po].\t]l.d]dnmm"mnmdal

ling the people. He

the
rested accused. Namgial
sail

claimed that the minister's
actions were merely an at-

tempt to garner undeserved
praise by taking credit for
BJP-initiated works, He fir-

ther stated that S was in-
dulging in "cheap polities" by
sidelining elected BJP rep-

resentatives in the Nagar
Parishad  Sundarnagar,
where 10 out of 13 councillors

belong tothe BJP. including
the chairman and vice-chair-
man. Specifically, Jamwal
highlighted that Singh laid
the foundation stone for the
Executive Officer’s residence,
which had already been un-
der construction for six
months, and re-inaugurated
Dehri Park, which had pre-
viously been opened. "This
exposes how low the nrinis-
ter can stoop just to gain po-
litical mileage," he added.
Taking a jibe at Singh,
Jamwal said, "If the minister
isso eager to putup plaques
n his name, he should at
least undertake new proj-
ects of his own instead of|
jacking BJP-led initiatives.

He expressed confidence that
the puhlie would see through
what he deseribed as Singh's
"false politics" and would
deliver a fitting response to
‘the Congress governmentin
the 2027 elections.
Meanwhile, on the occa-
sion of the state-level Devta
Mela, Rakesh Jamwal, along
with his supporters ~.m|ghi

deities, induding Devta Kani-
runaag Ji Maharaj and Dev-
‘ta Mahunaag Ji Maharaj. He
prayed for the well-being
and prosperity of the people
of Himachal Pradesh, hoping
that divine blessings would
continue to shine upon the
state.
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Breaking Time

“Empowering the Muslim Community: Amit Shah’s

Sudoku

Vision Through the Waqf Amendment Bill”

Dr Anil Singh Editor STAR
Views & Author offourth
coming book onThe Prime
Minister:Discoursesin In-
dian Polity, which will be
releasetoday at Auditori-
umPrime Minister’s Mu-
seun& library, Teen
MurtiBhawan , New Delhi

nApril 2, 2025,
Union Home
Minister Amit
Shah addressed
the Lok Sabha, presenting
the government’s rationale
behind the signiticant Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, In
his detailed speech, Shah
highlighted the transforma-
tive potential of this amend-
ment, aimed explicitly at
benefiting the Muslim com-
munity through promoting
transparency, efficiency, and
inclusivity in managing
Wagf properties. This leg-
islative move underscores
the government's evolving
approach towards disman-
tling traditional inefficiencies
and addressing systemic
malpractices that have his-
torically plagued Wagf ad-
ministration.
Clarifying Misconcep-
tions: Ensuring Reli-

dressed widespread mis-
conceptions regarding the
involvement of non-Mus-
lim members in Waqf

Boards. He assured un-
equivocally, "First of all, no
non-Muslim would come
into the Waqf. Understand
this dear There is no
such provision to include
any non-Muslim among
those who manage religious
institutions; \u-du notwant
to do this." This reassur-
ance aimed at alleviating
fears about potentjal en-
eroachment on religious au-
tonomy and emphasized the
government’s firm respect
for religious sanctity and
the autonomy of the Muslim
community.

Combating Corrup-
tion: Towards a Trans-
parent Future

Central to Shah's address
was the emphasis on com-
bating corruption and mis-
use within the Wagqf sys-

feered from L g

“alk

tem, whxch hJMDI'lLdﬂV suf-~ en:mre hmader more dem- Government's Commit-
- king, re-  ment: A New Paradigm

management and corrup- ﬂectmx the diverse hbnc of Amit Shah’s speech en-

tion. The introduction of a  the Muslim ¢ he g s

centralized digital portal for - This inclusivity is set to fns- commitment to reform tra-

terbetter governance, trans-  ditional structures marred by

property tracking, auditing,
compliance, and revenue
management was highlight-
edl as a landmark measure.
“This technological innova-
tion secks to ensure Wagf as-
sets are appropriately har-
nessed for the community's
welfare, curbing misappro-
priation and enhancing ac-
countability across the
board.

Inclusivity and Rep-

parency, and itable dis-

and
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tation, and heped le-
gal frumewarks. Amit Shah's
proactive clarifications and

Q=&
o)

assurances havessi el |
ly mhanml his stature, earn- g|5
ing ty ap-

and setting anew

tribution of resources.

Empowering Individ-
uals: Strengthening Le-
gal Recourse

An essential reform in-
traduced through the bill
empowers individuals by
enabling robust legal re-
course mechanisms. Shah
explicitly eriticized earlier
restrictive measures that

By modernizing the man-
agement of W'\qf properties
and ensuring transparent
usage of these resources for
table, educational, and
sacio-economic upliftment,
the government underlines a
broader vision—creating a
more equitable, transpar-
ent, and responsive gover-
n'mtu model

Community Diversity
Agroundbreaking feature
ofthe bill isits provision for
inelusive representation
within Waqf Boards, man-
d.mng pamu]mmn from
Muslim groups such
Sunmnis, Bohras,
backward Muslim commu-
nities, and notably women.
Amit Shah reiterated that
such representation would

parties
fmm setkmg judicial inter-
vention. Under the new pro-
visions, “anyone with griev-
aneces can approach the
court,” therehy :tmm,ﬂwnmg
democratie account:

An In-
enlahle Legislative Mile-
stone

Given the government’s
absolute majority in the Lok
Sabha, the passage of the
Wagf (. dment) Bill,

and ensuring justice. '111,5
represents a critical shift to-
wards an empowered citi-
zenry capable of holdingad-
ministrative authorities ac-
countable.

2025, appears certain. This
bill symhnh S a4 progres-
sive step towards empower-
ing India’s Muslim commu-
nity thmough enhanced trans-
parency, inclusive represen-

benchmark in governance.
This legislative move is a
clear testament to the gov-
ernment's ()
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societal  transformation
through constructive en-
gagement, ensuring re-
sources are managed trans-
parently and beneficially for
the intended communities.

By Priyanks Saurabh

This improvement
underscores the effi-
cacy of nationwide
policy interventions
aimed at retaining
students and break-
ing barriers to educa-
tion. Enhanced
access to schools,
targeted schemes for
girls, and campaigns
promoting the im-
portance of educa-
tion have
contributed to this
positive shift.

The plight of HKRNL employees:
Another fraud of the govt system

he condition of the
employees working
under Harvana
Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam Limited (HKRNL)
is getting worse day by day.
These employees are re-
cruited on the basis of mer-
it. but they neither get a
proper salary nor job secu-
rity. The government is us-
ing them as a temporary
solution, but no eare is be-
ing takenabout their rights,
The employees working un-
der HKRNL have become
justa "temporary solution”
for the government. The
government is garnering
aceolades by using them
but is not taking any con-
crete steps towards giving
them permanent jobs.
Whenit comes to filling va-
cant posts in government
departments, the govern-
ment is busy polishing the
figures by showing these
employees.
Government's arbi-
trary decree: HKRNL
employees' jobs in dan-
ger
Recently, the government
has issued such a decree,
which has put the jobs of
HKRNL employees in dan-
ger. The government is not
only shying away from reg-
ularizing these employees
but is now also taking steps
towards removing them.
This decision can push
thousands of families to-
wards unemplovment. The
government had earlier
guaranteed security till 58
vears, but in the month of
January, hundreds of
HKRNL employees working
in various departments
were removed. When the
removed employees
protested, even then the
government did not listen to
them. Now, the employees

working in the Forest De-
partment were removed
from their jobs by Haryana
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam, giv-
ing a big shock on the holy
festival of Eid. The addi-
tional principal chief con-
servator of forests,
Panchkula Headquarters,
has issued an order to ter-
minate the services of these
employees with immediate

effect.
Additinnall

the govern-

Many times the salary is
stuck for months, forcing
them to face a financial eri-
sis. These employees are
given more work than reg-
ular employees, but they
are not given any stab
Asaresult, they are always
forced to work in an envi
ronment of insecurity
Whenever the demand for
filling vacant government
posts arisesin the Haryana
A bly. the government

ment has also dicided to re-
move hundreds of surplus
teachers working in the ed-
ucation department. 'This
decision is not only 4 big
blow to teachers but can
also have a negative impact
on the education system.
Teachers were dedicated to
providing quality education
to students for along time,
but now their jobs are in
danger.

Main problems

HKRNL emplovees work
like regular government
employees, but they get only
one-third ofthe salary. This
situation is not only weak-
ening these employees fi-
nancially but also lowering
their morale. The problem
vf employees not getting
¢ on time is persistent.

uses these smployees only
for juggling figures. The
government tries to show
that it has provided em-
ployment. but in reality
these emplovees are kept
only on short-term con-
tracts. While regular em-
ployees get all kinds of
leaves, HKRNL employees
are not even given the fa-
cility of leayes. This affects
their mental and physical
health.

risk of losing job

As per the new order of
the government, the process
of removal of HKRNL em-
ployees has been expedited.
This decision isa big blow to
thousands of employees
who have worked hard for
years on cheap wages. Ex-
clusion from other govern-

ment schemes These em-
ployees have not been given
the right toany government
benefits, insurance, pen-
sion or other facilities, due
to which their future re-
mains completely insecure.
Due to job instability and
uncertainty about the fu-
ture, there is a lot of mental
stress among the employ-
ees, This situation is not
only affecting their stan-
dard of living but is also
having a negative impact
on their families.
Possible Solutions
HKRNL  employees
should be paid wages com-
mensurate with their wo
It is unjust that they r
ceive much lower wages
than regular employees for
the same work. The gov-
emment should ensure that
these employees receive
their wages on time so that
they can avoid a financial
erisis. There should be a
policy to make permanent
employees who have been
working for a long time.
This will make them feel
more secure and bringmore
efficiency to their work. In
stead of putting an exces
workload on the emplovees,
their work should be bal-

anced with the work of reg-
ular government employ-
ees, The government should
stop juggling figures and
aecept the reality and tuke
concrete steps to protect
the interests of HKRNL em-
ployees.

The government should
withdraw the Tughlagi de-
cree and ensure job securi-
ty for these emplayees. If
the government does not
take steps in this direction,
it will have a profound im-
pact onthe financial condi-
tion of thousands of fami-
lies. HKRNL employees
should also get the benefits
of insurance, pension, and
other government schemes
like other government em-
ployees 5o that their future
is secure. If the government
ignores their demands,
these employees should
take legal recourse and raise
their voice in the court. It is
a constitutional right that
they get a fair priee for their
Tabor.

The way forward

HKRNL employees have
become only a temporary
salution for the govern-
ment. They are promised
full-time jobs, but in reali-
ty they are being pushed
towards an uncertain fu-
ture. If the government does
not tuke this issue seri
1y soon, these emplayees
may be forced to protest.
Demands like fair wages,
timely payment, perma-
nentization, and job securi-
ty should be given priority
by the government so that
these employees ean get
their rights. Apart from this,
employees alsa need to take
legal steps and fight for
their rights.

(The author is a free-
lance journalist and
poet.)

THE WISDOM TREE

By Suveen Kumar

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

If ome thing that will ever
make a difference in some-
one’s life is not how smart-
mouth you arve but how
sweet-heart you are, if one
think that would ever muke
a difference in someone’s
life is not how much vou
could i e

smile and they will fall in
love, you can just hug and
they will forever be yours:
‘When yourlove is not work-
g forsemeone you wantto
give then give it to someone
who wants to receive, when

your wealth is not making

but how well you
cared someane, if
one thing that
would ever make
adifference in
someone's A -

\J/

Y

you want to
make then give it to

someone who lacks it
great. Sav good
words because

they don't hurt,
be nice be-

life is not _ - cause thatis
how how you
much were, be
kind

i be-

ASARQVE SO BELOW' N
THE WISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR

favouryou got buthowmueh  cause it is vanishing from the

favour you gave to ones whio
didn't have any. Have your
anwn ruless of life but mest im-
portantly, believe in them.
Waonds we speak out of our
ego are meant to be over-
heard, uctions we take out of
aur ego are meant to be ig-
nored, things we give out of
our ego meant to be passed
on.

You have to be different to
make a difference inyour life
but youdon't have to be dif-
ferent tomake a difference in
sameone else’s life. You can
be just you and they will be
o more they, you can just

world. You don't have to
have a perfect reason to do
good things, to do good
things even
accepted. Making a differ-
ence is not always making
things different, it is some-
times keeping things from
being different that is beau-
tiful, it s sometimes stopping
things from changing to dif-
ferent that is best in form.

Moral: The best way to
make a difference is knowing
what needs to be different
and then helping it to be
different,
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Governance in democracy can only be by
executive not courts: RS Chairman Dhankhar

B Dhankhar made the remarks during Question Hour after Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan referred to Supreme Court directions

New Delhi

ajya Sabha Chair-

man  Jagdeep

Dhankhar  on

Wednesday said
the government is "ulti-
mate" and governance in a
democracy can only be by
the executive and not courts
as the former is accountable
to Parliament and the peo-
ple who elect it.

Dhankhar made the re-
marks during Question
Hour after Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han referred to Supreme
Court directions while re-
sponding to DMK member

Kanimozhi NVN Somu's de-

mand for decentralising the

National Eligibilitycum En-  and d lise where

trance Test (NEET). states fill up on the basis of
Somu had questioned marks sum:d instate board

why the government could-  exams.”

n't "restrict fests for entry

Pradhan defcnded thc

towardsits ow

centralised

tem, noting it was initiated
by the previous UPA. gov-
ernment. He also said the
Supreme Court has givena
direction and the medical
entrance testis centralised.

Nitish Katara murder: SC seeks UP govt
response on Vikas Yadav's interim bail plea

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought the Uttar
Pradesh government's re-
sponse on the interim bail
plea of Vikas Yadav, who is
serving a 25-year jail term in
the 2002 Nitish Katara mur-
der case.

According to the plea, Ya-
dav sought the reprieve for
attending to his ailing moth-
er.

Abench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said
itwould be open for the Ut-

Senior advocate

without any benefit of re-
mission,

He is the son of Uttar
Pradesh politician D P Ya-
dav. His cousin Vishal Yadav
was also punished for the

pping and murder of

tar Pradesh government to

constitute a medieal board to e o

examine the condition of his Apa'?"ta Singh, a?-

mother admitted at Yashoda ~Pearing for Katara's

Hospital in Ghaziabad. mother Nilam Katara,
"The medical board will  who is the com-

also consult doctors of the a4 q d

;:ii‘?ﬂr] bea::iijf\ffhd:l; Yadav's conduct and

postingthe hearing on April  $aid he had visited

15, AIIMS 98 times on
Yadav's counsel said the  medical grounds.

mother's dition had de-

teriorated in February ashe The court, however, ob-

placed onrecord hermedical — served the petitioner had

documents. undergonea substantial sen-
He said the motherwasin  tence.

the intensive care unit and In hisinterim bail plea, Ya-

had refused surgery. dav said his mother Umesh

Additional solicitor gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati said
Yadav's mother was in hos-
pital and she could be ex-
amined there by the medical
board.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, appearing for Katara's
mother Nilam Katara, who is
the complainant, questioned
Yadav's conductand said he
had visited AITMS 08 times
on medical grounds.

Yaday was critically ill and
hespitalised in the ICUL. The
treating doctors, the plea
said, advised immediate sur-
gical intervention given her
medical condition.

"Dueto the serious condi-
tion of the petitioner’s moth-
er, his assistance and pres-
ence is needed,” the plea
said.

On October 3, 2016, the
apex courtsentenced Yaday

business executive Katara.

The duo: was against
Katara's alleged affair with
‘Bharti Yadav, sister of Vikas.
as they belonged to different
castes.

"The core of the guestion
is why don't you dismantle
NEET exam and give the

authority to states..." he
said.

"The previous UPA- gov-

ernment started this model.
We have to carry forward
that. She was very mmich
part of that government.
She could have prevs

upon then," he smd.

ad-

How can executive gover-
nance be done by any other
agency?"

"Because (executive) is
elected by the people to
govern the nation, and
therefc i ion to

dressing K

The minister acknowl-
edged challenges in previ-
ous NEET examinations but
assured that improvements
were being made each year,
"NTA is doing a tremen-
dous job... It will be a very
robust entrance testing
medmmsm for the coun-

At this pmm, the chair-
man asked: "Can the gov-
ernment part with its exec-
utive authority with the
court?"

"Governance in democ-
racy has to be only by exec-
utive. Because executive is
accountable to Parliament
and people in elections.

give
this also. Thisis a larger is-
sue beyond your ministry.
But we cannot have in the
country, executive gover-
nance beyond the govern-
ment. The government is
ultimate,” Dhankhar
stressed.

In response to another
supplementary questions,
Pradhan said funds were
allocated for broadband
connectivity in the 2025-
26 Budget to support digital
access as emphasized in the
National Education Policy.

To a question related to
draft UGC guidelines, CPI-
M leader John Brittas raised
concern over overriding

powers given to Governors
insearch and selection com-
mittee, and lack of academic
Jjob security for contractual
staff.

To this, the Union Edu-
cation Minister cited in-
stances where "influential
persons from CM offices
were appointing their wives
and cronies as Vice Chan-
cellor and lecturer.”

The minister also high-
lighted the Modi govern-
ment's efforts toward so-
cial justice, claiming that
until 2018, there were no
rules for constitutional pro-
teetion of SC/ST groups in
assistant and associate pro-
fessor appoi

India's media
ecosystem doesn't
need validation from
foreign bodies: Govt

New Delhi

India has a vibrant press
and media ecosystem
which does not need val-
idation from foreign or-
ganisations, the govern-
ment told the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday.

Minister of State for In-
formation and Broad-
casting L Murugan said
this in a written response
to a question from Con-
gress MP K Sudhakaran,
who asked about "India’s
decline in the Global
Press Freedom Index
rankingin 2024".

"India has a vibrant
press and media ecosys-
‘tem, which does not need
validation from foreign
organisations,” he said.

In its report published
last year, global media

"For the first time, Prime
Minister Modi enacted a vi-
sionary bill and regulations,
‘There cannot be a category
of 'not found suitable can-
didate’," he stated.

Indian Navy’s INS Tarkash Intercepts
Vessel, Seizes 2500 KG of Narcotics

Sayan Chatterjee
New Delhi
In a meticulously planned
and daring operation, the
Indian Navy’s frontline war-
ship, INS Tarkash, has dealt
a significant blow to inter-
national drug cartels by seiz-
ing an astonishing 2,500
kilograms of narcotics in the
‘Western Indian Ocean. This
historic drug bust under-
seores India’s resolute com-
mitment to maritime secu-
rity and its ongoing battle

provided by the aircraft, INS
Tarkash swiftly altered its

against transnational crimes  course and moved to integ-
in international waters. cept the suspected targets. As
Deployed under the West-  the warship closed in on the
ern Naval Command. INS vessels, a series of l.mElTD-
Tarkashhas been gations and close

Maritime Secutity Opera~
Hons in the region since Jan-
uary 2025. The warship has
been actively participating in
multinational efforts under
the aegis of Combined Task
FOrCf.‘ (CEF) 150 a pwotal

\dcnhﬂed 4 dhow—a tradi-
tional wooden boat often
used in smuggling opera-
tions—as a prime suspect.

In order to maintain con-
tinuous sur INS

partments within the vessel
revealed a massive consign-
ment of narcotics meticu-
lously concealed to evade
detection. The seizure in-
cluded a staggering 2,386
kilograms of hashish and
121 kilogtams of heroin,
making it one of the largest
‘manitime druginterceptions
in recent history.

The apprehended crew

were

Tarkash deployed its integral

Another
Sukhdev Pehalwan was giv-
en a 20-year jail term with-
out any remission benefit.

Earlier, the Delhi High
Court, while upholding the
life imprisonment awarded
to Vikas and Vishal Yadavby
the trial court, specified a 30-
year sentence, without any
remission, to both of them.

Tt had awarded a 25-year
jail term to the third convict
Pehalwar.

The Delhi prisons admin-
istration had last year re-
jected Yadav's remission re-
quest after his conduct was
found to be “unsatisfactory”.

derthe Com hum:] Wla.nnme
Farces (CMF) headquartered
in Bahrain, As part of this
miission, INS Tarkash played
a decisive role in Operation
Anzac Tiger, a coordinated
initiative targeting illicit traf~
ficking and organized mar-
itime crime.

OnMarch 31, 2025, Indi-
an Navy's lcmg range mar-

pter, which provided
aerial i and

detained for queStioning-,,
and pn.hrmnan mvestiga-

fions i

real-time tracking of the
dhow’s movements. Mean-
while, a specially trained
boarding team, ineluding
elite Marine Commandos
(MARCOS), ptepared to
board the vessel. In a display
of precision and tactical ex-
pertise, the Indian Navy's
boarding team executed the

ficated that the drugs
were likely intended for dis-
tribution through interna-
tional smuggling networks.
Theillicit consignment's es-
fimated street value runs
into millions of dellars,
marking a significant set-
back for the eriminal syndi-
cates operating in the re-
gion. IN‘.:Tarkash s dmswe

tions, India continues to play
acrucial role in strengthen-
ing regional security and up-
holding international mar-
itime laws.

This latest success high-
lights India’s growing naval
capabilities, intelligence-dri-
ven operations, and its stead-
fast resolve to curb organized
crime at sea. The intercep-
tion also serves as a stark
warning to global drug syn-
dicates thatthe Indian Navy
remains vigilant and pre-
pared to dismantle illicit net-
works operating fn the Indi-
an Ocean Region (IOR).

As security challenges per-

sist in the TOR, the Indian

‘hd Reporters
Without Borders (RSF)
ranked India 159th out of
180 countries based on
journalists' ability to work
and report freely and in-
dependently.

India was ranked be-
low Turkey, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka, which stood at
158th, 152nd, and 150th
‘positions, respectively.

RSF has consultative
status with the United
Nations, UNESCO, the
Couneil of Europe and
the International Organ-
isation of the Francopho-
nie.

Asked about steps tak-
en by the government to
safeguard press freedom
and journalists’ rights,
the minister said freedom
of speech and expression
is protected under Article
19 of the Constitution.

He added that India has
a robust judicial system
that ensures the enforce-
ment of constitutional
provisions,

The minister also
said the Press Council of

Navy remains at the fore-  India (PCI), an au-
front, collak within- statutory body
ternational allies and security  set up under the Press

coalitions to combat emerg-
ing threats. The recent op-
eration by INS Tarkash re-
inforees India's position asa
formidable force in maritime
security and showcases its
ability to lead complex, high-
stakes missions with preci-
sion and efficiency.

With maritime security
continuing to be a priority for
India, the Navy's role in
maintaining law and order
on the high seas is more
critical than ever. As thena-

tion strengﬂnm its g]obal
and

itime operation secur-  action theIndi- par

craft, the P-81, tletected mu]- ing the dhow without resist- ~ an Navy'’s unwaveringcom-  its naval capabilities, the sue-
tiple suspicious vessels en-  ance from its crew, mitment toeradicatingmar-  cess of INS Tarkash stands as
gaged in potential illicit ac- Following the successful  itime crime and ensuring  atestament toIndia’s unre-
tivities in the vast expanseof  boarding, naval personnel  stability in the region. By lenfingpursuit of safety, sta-

the Western Indian Ocean.
Acting on the intelligence

SC grills Telangana assembly speaker for delay
in issuing notice on disqualification pleas

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the
Telangana assembly speak-
er why he took about 10
‘months to issue notices on
the petitions for the dis-
qualification of BRS MLAs
who defected to the Con-
5.

A bench of Justices BR
Gavai and Aungustine
George Masih also took ex-
ception to a purported
statement of Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy in the assembly that
there would beno bye-elec-
tioms.

"Tf this is said on the floor
of the house, your chief
minister is making a mock
ery of the Tenth Schedule,"
Justice Gavai observed.

The Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution relates to
provisions for disqualifica-
tion on the ground of de-
fection.

The bench was hearing
arguments on the pleas on
the alleged delay by the
Telangana assembly speak-
er in deciding the pleas

i
x

seeking tﬁe disqualifica-

on.

While one of the pleas
challenged the November
2024 order of the Telan-
gana High Court on the
disqualification of the three
MLAs, another petition was
filed over the seven re-
maining legislators who de-
fected.

A division bench of the
high court in November
last vear said the legislative
assembly speaker must de-
cide the disqualification pe-
titions against the three
MLAs within a "reasonable

‘The division bench's ver-
dict came on the appeals
against the September o,
2024 order of a single
judge.

The single judge had di-
rected the secretary of the
Telangana assembly to
place the petition seeking
the disqualifications before
thespeaker for fixing a sched-
ule of hearing within four
weeks.

On Wednesday, the apex
court asked, "If the speaker
does not at all act, then the
courts in this country, which

not only have a power but
alsoa duty as a guardians of
the Constitution, would be

hatgi, appeanngfnr the office
of the speaker, said the first
disqualification petition was
filed on March 18, 2024 fol-
Towed by two other such pleas
filed on April 2 and April 8
last year, respectively,

He said the first petition
was filedin the high court on
April 10 last year.

"Is this waiting fora rea-
sonable time?" Rohatgi asked.

When the bench asked
aboutthe time taken in issu-
ing notice on the disqualifi-
cation petitions, the senior ad-
vocate referred to the pen-
dency of matter before the
high court.

Hesaid the speakerissued
the notice on the disqualifi-
cation petitions on January

16.

"Even if they had filed a
petition (inthe high court)
within two weeks, what
took you 10 months to issue
first notice?” the bench
asked farther.

condurted a thoreugh search.
of the dhow. Hidden com-

SCnotes objections
to clauses of AIFF
draft constitution

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday heard the ob-
jections to theclauses of the
All India Football Federa-
tion's (AIFF) draft consti-
tution prepared by former
apex court judge L
Nageswara Rao. Senior ad-
vocate Ranjit Kumar, ani-
cus curiae in the case, re-
ferred to the national sports
development eode to sub-
mit before a bench of Jus-
tices P § Narasimnha and
Joymalya Bagchi that only
the secretary and the treas-
wrer should be asked to ob-
serve the cooling off period.

“We want that the con-
stitution of the ATFF should
be in alignment with na-
tional sports code and FIFA
regulations,” he said.

The hearing remained
incondusive. The draft con-
stitution, prepared by J
tice Rao on top court’s di-
rections; proposed some
radical changes, mcluding a
person holding the office for
a maximum period of 12
years during their hfchmc
subject to serving a maxi-
mum of two successive
terms of four years each.

proactively engaging in
counter-narcotics ‘opera-

bility, and justice in fiterna-
tional waters.

Council Act, 1978, and
headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge, ad-
judicates complaints from
journalists about curbs
on press freedom, physi-
cal assaults and attacks on
journalists.

Under Section 13 of the
Press Council Act, 1678,
the PCI can also take suo
motu cognisance of ur-
gent issues related to
press freedom and main-
taining journalistic stan-
dards.

Similarly, he said press
freedom in electronic me-
dia is ensured through a
self-regulatory mecha-
nism under the Cable Tel-
evision Networks (Regu-
lation) Act, 1995.

90.5 per cent of public grievances
received in 2024 redressed: Govt in LS

New Delhi

Qut of over 29 lakh public
grievances received by the
government through a ded-
icated online platform,
around 26.45 lakh were re-
dressed in 2024, the Lok
Sabha was informed on
Wednesday.

The complaints were re-
ceived on the Centralised
Public Grievance Redress
and Monitoring Systen (CP-
GRAMS) -- an online plat-
formwhere citizens can raise
complaints,

"A total of 1.15.52,503
grievances were redressed
from 2020-2024 and anan-
nual all-time high of
26,45,869 grievances (90.5
per cent) have been re-
dressed on CPGRAMS por-
lalﬁ-mn. .mudn ~December,
2024," Union Minister of
State ﬁ>r Personnel Jiten-
dra Singh said in a written
reply.

As many as 20,23,445
public grievances were re-

grievances were received (in-
cluding 6,62,741 brought
forward from last year) and
of these 23,07,674 were dis-
posed of, Singh said.

In 2022, 28,06,209 griev-
ances (including 8,87,971
brought forward ones) were
redressed and of these,
21,43,468 were redressed,
the minister said.

The government issued

and competent nodal offi-
cers, emphasis on root cause
analysis of grievances and ac-
tion on feedback, Singh said.

1t also suggesis strength-
ening the escalation process-
es by appointing appellate
authorities, grievance clo-
sure guidelines, with further
reduction in the upper lim-
it of time given for resolu-
tions from 30 days to 21

comprehensive guidelines  days, Singh said.

for effective rediessal of pub- "Redressal of public griev-

lic grievances on August23,  ancesis also oneof the thrust

2024, he said. areas of the special cam-
The g\udahmsgve direc-  paign wnducted b\ the 2ov-

tons on thc i of  ernmenton i

bt [

ceived in 2024, includi
3,08,124 complaints pending
redressal from last year, he
said.

In 2023, 26,15.798 public

plat-
fm rms, creation of ded]caied
grievance cells in min-
istries/departments, ap-
pointment of experienced

and
reclucing pendency in gov-
emment offices from Octo-
ber2-October 31" the min-
ister said.
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HPC Meeting Sets Course for Enhanced
Water Infrastructure in Uttarakhand

Pawan Lalchand
Dehradun ~
he 12th High Pow-
ered Committee
(HPC) meeting
concerning  the

World Bank-assisted Ut-
tarakhand Water Supply
Program (2018-2025) in
peri-utban areas was held at
the Secretariat under the
chairmanship of Chief Sec-
retary Anand Bardhan. The
meeting focused on review-
ing the progress of the on-
going project and discussing
strategic measures to en-
hance its implementation.

One of the key directives
issued by the Chief Secre-
tary pertained to reducing
electricity expenditure on
tubewells across the state.
‘Anand Bardhan instructed
the Drinking Water De-
partment and other con-
cerned departments tofor-
mulate an action plan for in-
stalling solar energy sys-
tems. He emphasized the
importance of identifying
and mapping vacant areas

for the installation of solar

energy infrastructure. Ad-

drinking water shortages.
During the meeting, the

energy efficiency in water

pumping systems to reduce

ditionally, | that
a groundwater level report
must be obtained before in-
stalling new tubewells.
These reports are to be
maintained by the Drinking
Water Corporation and Jal
Sansthan, particulari;
areas experiencing cr

Allahabad University college
teachers' body cross swords
over talking to media

Prayagraj (UP)
The Allahabad University
(AU) and the institution’s
college teachers' associa-
tion have crossed swords
over making statements in
the media.

Days after the AU issued
a notification instructing
all teaching and non-teach-
ing staff to refrain from
making any stalements in
the media that could tar-
nish the university's repu-
tation, the AU Constituent
College Teachers' Associa-
tion (ACTA) on Wednesday
said the is: raised inits
vecent meeting regarding
teachers' problems have no
connection with the eircu-
lar.

On March 29, the notifi-
cation issued by the regis-
trar of Allahabad Universi-
ty alsowamned the teaching
and non-teaching staff of
appropriate action against
those who failed to comply
with these directives.

ACTA President Umesh P
Singh said the notification
did not relate to the con-
cerns taised by the teachers
in their meeting.

"While the Indian Con-
stitution grants individu-
als the right to freedom of
expression, this right
should not be misused to
harm their institution. 1f
any teacher or staff member
damages the university's
image through their com-
ments, restrictions must be
imposed," he said.

However, Singh empha-
sised thatif there are delays
in university matters, the

associations of teachers and
employees have the right to
highlight such issues.

"During our meetings,
teachers present their griev-
ances which are then con-
veyed to the media," he
added.

Citing examples, Singh
pointed out that the pro-
motion files of teachers
from Jagat Taran Degree
College have been pending
at the university for overa
year. Similarly, many pro-
motion cases in other col-
leges remain unresolved.

Regarding appointments,
Singh said an advertise-
ment for the principal's
post at Ewing Christian Col-
lege (ECC) was issued in
June-July last year.

According to the rules,
the vice chancellor must
appoint two.experts for the
sereening process but the
related file has been pend-
ing for six months. The col-
lege has been functioning
under an acting principal
for the past five years.

On March 25, aftera gen-
eral meeting, ACTA re-
leased a statement high-
hghung teachers' dissatis-
tion over prolonged de-
l 5 in administrative mat-
ters.

Many faculty members
expressed frustration over
having to make repeated
wisits to the vice chancellor’s
office for even minor is-
sues. Attempts were made
to contact the universi
public relations officer
response but they were un-
available for comments.

Chief Secretar; d ed

electricity Ad-

the necessity of maintaining
best practices under the
World Bank-aided Ut-
tarakhand Water Supply
Program. He directed offi-
cials to ensure 100 percent
water quali continuous
water supply, and enhanced

ditionally, he stressed the
impartance of customer sat-
isfaction and urged author-
ities to consistently improve
the complaint redressal
mechanisn. In a significant
development, the Chief Sec-
retary approved the final

variation in  multiple
schemes being executed by
Uttarakhand Payjal Nigam
and Uttarakhand Jal
Sansthan.

Officials provided an up-
date on the progress of the
project, informing the com-
mittee that the Uttarakhand
Water Supply Program,
which has an overall budg-
et of Rs 1,042 crore, is
scheduled to conclude on
June 30, 2025, Of the total
project cost, the World
Bank's contribution stands
at Rs 834 crore, while the
Uttarakhand government
has contributed Rs 208
crore. The program covers
22 cities across five dis-
tricts—Dehradun, Tehri,
Haridwar, Nainital, and Ud-
ham Singh Nagar. Under
the initiative, the objective
is to provide a minimum of
16 hours of water supply
per day at a pressure of at
least 12 meters, benefiting
an estimated population of
4.35 lakh people at 135 liters
per capita per day (LPCD).

The project also includes a
provision for 100 percent
metering with volumetric
tariff implementation.

In terms of achieve-
ments, officials reported
that 22 schemes have al-
ready been completed un-
der this initiative, and
108,755 new water con-
nections have been issued.
This figure exceeds the ini-
tial target by 24 percent,
highlighting the program's
success. The World Bank
has expressed complete
satisfaction with the pro-
jeet's implementation and
progress so far.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials, in-
cluding the Secretary of
Drinking Water, Finance,
Additional Secretaries, and
representatives from rele-
vant departments, Discus-
sions emphasized the im-
portance of sustaining the
project's momentum to en-
sure theefficient delivery of
water services in peri-urban
areas of Uttarakhand.

UP govt implements technological innovations
to revolutionize ration dlstrlbutlon system

Lucknow
The Uttar Pradesh gavern-
ment has revolutionized
the ration distribution sys-
tem over the past eight
years, making it not only
efficient butalso transpar-
ent and corruption-free
through digital advance-
ments, an official state-
ment issued here on
Wednesday said.

Upholding the core prin-
ciples of 'Service, Security
and Good Governance!, the
government has imple-
mented technological in-
novations through the
Food and Civil Supplies
Department that directly
benefit over 1.15 crore ra-
tion card holders in the
state, it said.

The state government
has introduced e-KYC and
Aadhaar verification to en-
sure fairness in ration dis-
tribution.

The beneficiaries can
now complete their e-KYC
at any fair price shop na-
tonwide,

As per the Food and Civ-

il Supplies Department,
77.37 per cent of the state's
ration card holders (1.15
crore), including 10.02
lakh beneficiaries who
availed the service in oth-
er states, had completed
e-KYC by March 2025, it
said.

This initiative has not
only expanded accessibili-
ty, but also helped identify
and eliminate ineligible
cardholders, ensuring that
food grains reach those
truly in need.

Man dupes family with

job promise,

Mathura (UP)
Amanwhoallegedly marmried
awoman and promised her
brother a government job by
posmgasa paranilitary offi-
cer was arrested in Mathura,
police said on Wednesday.

The man also allegedly
Iured young men with prom-
ises of government jobs and
extorted large sums of mon-
ey from them. He was ar-
rested late Tuesday night
from Saunlch Road, they said.

Harish Kumar alias
Saurabh Srivastava alleged-
Iy built contacts among para-
military personnel while
working as an insurance
agent in Prayagraj by fre-
qneudy vnsmn;, police and
para y camps to sell

After the woman from
Mathura filed a complaint, he

lands in jail

fled but was later caught,
police saicl.

Police said the man, whois
aceused of carrying out sim-
ilar frauds in other locations
too, s a father of two daugh-
ters. Heis aresident of Lau-
vakon village in Prayagraj,
Deputy Lnspector General
Shailesh Kumar Pandey said.

During his arvest, policere-
covered a car with a police
sticker, a fake ID card of an
SSB assistant commandant,
a CRPF officer's uniform,
belt, nameplate, anda UP po-
lice cap, two Aadhaar cards,
a driving license, and nine
debit cards, a dozen Aad-
‘haar cards belonging to oth-
er individuals, two laptops
containing photos of mili-
tary personnel and officers,
including his own images in
uniform, DIG said.

Manipur BJP MLAs demand NRC and census review before delimitation

miphal

Legm]ators of BIP in Ma-
mpm' have called for the re-
viesy of the 2001 census and
implementation of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC) before the state un-
dergoes the Supreme Court-
mandated delimitation exer-
cise.

The demand comes amid
heightened ethnic tensions
inthe state, where the ongo-
ing violence between Meitei
and Kuki-Zo communities
has claimed over 250 lives
and displaced thousands
sinee May 2023.

iy
=l
The demand was raised at
a mecting of BJP MLAs on
Tuesday, convened in te-
sponse to the Supreme
Court’s March 17 directive to

the central government to
complete the delimitation
process in Manipur, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Na-

cerns from the Coordination
Committee on Manipur In-
tegrity (COCOMI), a promi-
nent Meitei civil society ar-

The government is work-
ing towards achieving 100
per cente-KYC coverage ta
further strengthen the sys-
tem: The integration of e-
POS machines has signifi-
cantly enhanced trans-
parency in the distribution
process ensuring that food
grains reach the benefici-
aries directly, effectively

like MGNREGA to mod-
ernize the public distribu-
tion system.

So far, 3,534 such cen-
ters have been completed,
with 2,000 more under
construction.

TFor 2025 Rs 200
crore has been allocated
to expand their reach;, es-
pecially in rural areas, it
said.

'Annapurna Bhawans'
will serve as ration distri-
bution centers and provide
multiple public services.
Each facility will house two
rooms -- one for govern-
mernt ration storage and
another for a Common
Service Center (CSC) -- of-
fering services such as
birth, death, income and
caste certificates.

These centers will in-
clude general stores, bill
payment facilities, broad-
i affordable

Agra Division Shines at
Special Railway Service
Award Ceremony

Rajesh Tomar/Akash Jain

newsletter’s journey, fEd.hlI—

Agra ing key mil sif
The North Central Railway  canteventsin North (.entml
headquartersrecentlyhost-  Railway's history, and the

ed the prestigious Special
Railway Service Award Cer-
enony 2024, recognizing
the exemplary contributions
of railway employees. The
event, held umlm the es-
teemed chai Shri

first pages of all previous
editions.

In his keynote addr
General Manager Shri va-
endra ChandraJoshi lauded
the e\ceptmual efforts of

Upendra Chandra Joshi,
General Manager of North
Central Railway, was graced
by the presence of Mis. Chet-
na Joshi, President of the
North Central Railway
Women's Welfare Organi-
zation, along with the Addi-
tional General Manager,
Principal Heads of Depart-
ments, and Divisional Rail-

mmalur 81 outstanding
raiilway eniployees were hon-
ored for their dedication and
relentless service to the rail-
way network. Among them,
the Agra Division emerged
as a top performer, with
Senior Divisional Opera-
tions Manager Shri Kuldeep
Meena and 13 cther em-
ployees receiving special
recognition for their com-
mendable work, Their in-
valuable contributions to
ensuring the efficiency and
smooth operation of rail-
way services were widely
appreciated.

A major highlight of the
event was the unveiling of
the 100th edition of the
newsletter ‘Pratyush,” pub-
lished by the Public Rela-
tions Department of North
Central Railway, The mile-
stone edition, formally re-
leased by the General Man-
ager, marks an important
for the publi-

curbing corruption and and es- i
eliminating middl sential hold items,

The government is con- making the government
structing  ‘Annapurna  services more accessible

Bhawans’ under schemes

and efficient for citizens.

cation, which was first
launched in September
2008. The special issue of-
fers a retrospective of the

railway employees, particu-
larly during the Divya Ma-
hakumbh held in Prayagraj,
which saw the participation
of millions of devotees from
across the country and
abroad. He praised the
workforce for ensuring un-
interrupted train operations
throughout the grand con-
gregation, emphasizing that
their effortswere a source of
immense pride for the rail-
waynetwork. Extending his
congratulations, he reiterat-
ed that the Rail Week cele-
brations serve as an oppor-
tunityto evaluate perform-
ance and acknowledge the
dedication of employees who
significantly enhance rail-
way operations. Efficiency
shields were also awarded to
divisions and workshops as
an  encouragement for
greater efficiency and excel-
lence. The event commenced
with a welcome address by
Principal Chief Personnel
Officer Shri Anurag Tripathi,
followed hy the traditional
lighting of the ceremonial
Tamp by the Genetal Man-
ager and the President of the
North Central Railway
Women's Welfare Organi-
zation. The gathering was
warmly welcomed by senior
railway officials, setting the
tone foran evening of recog-
nition and celebration,

Adding to the grandeur of
the event, a cultural seg-
ment featured a mesmeriz-
ing Shiva Stuti (Vandana)
performed by Ms. Aparajita
Patel.

India poised to become a global leader
in footwear market Puran Dawar

Akash Jain/ R‘uthh'lomr

Indinis makmg mplL[‘s‘Il'ldl’b
toward establishing itselfas a
world leader in the footwear
market, with the footwear
components sector playing a
erucial role in this transfor-
mation. This sentinient was
expressed by Puran Dawar,
Regional Chairman of the
Conneil for Leather Exports
(CLE) and President of the
Agra Footwear Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Chamber
(AFMEC), during his keynote
address at the 58th edition of
Shoe Tech Agra. The event,
held at Hotel Madhu Resorts

industry's expansion is be-

in Agra on Wednesday, wit-
nessed a gathering of indus-
try experts, manufacturers,
and government officials,
Puran Dawar emphasized
the necessity of continuous
improvement in product
quality, technological ad-
vancements, and innovative
designsto ensure thatthe In-
dian footwear industry re-

comingi ly vital. To
establisha strong presence in
foreign markets, he suggest-
ed that the industry must
embrace new produets, adopt
advanced technological so-
lutions, and expand produc-
ton capacity.

The exhibition Shoe Tech
Agra was officially inaugn-
rated by Furdn_l),nmr dong
with disti I ests,

portunities.

Oneofthe highlights ofthe
event was a seminar on the
Indian Footwear Sizing Sys-
tem, conducted by experts
from the Central Leather Re-
search Institute (CLRI). Sen-
ior Pri mupal Scientist Dr.
S, Chief Sci-

Shoe Factories Federation,
Vijay Sama, President of the
Agra Shoe Manufacturers
Assodation (ASMA), Opinder
Singh Lovely, and Sanjay
Gupta, President of the Indi-
an Footwear Components
Manufactiirers Association
(IFCOMA).

Sanjay Gupta welcomed
the guests-and elaborated on
the (‘_‘(].\Jb]h()l\b necessity,

‘mains globally

galand within three months.,  ganization. He further highlighted the
Of the 37 BJP MLAs in COCOMIhasstronglyop-  importance of diversifying
Manipur, only dthe  posedany d exer-  product offerings. which
meeting, all of whom repre-  cise beforeimplementingthe  would enable Indian manu-
sent constituenciesinthe Im- - NRC, arguing thatwithoutre-  facturers to supply a variety
phal Valley: moving illegal immigrants, offoutwear and components,
Senior BJP MLA Kon- t]]enmn could undi thereby hening their
thoujam Govindas empha-  ther ofindi com-  foothold in international
gized the need to rwm'y per- munities, markets.
On March 25, dwahhun of Dawar also underscored
o i 13 political partic the significanceof increasing
ing with the dchmmnmn the BJPand Congress, helda  footwear exports and point-
process. meeting to pushfor a review ed out that the role of
The demand echoes con-  of the 2001 Census. footwear components in the

including Vivek Sharma
(IRS), Managing Director of
the Footwear Design and De-
velopment Institute (FDDI)
Noida, Col. Pankaj Sinha,
Secretary of FDDI, Gopal
Gupta, Vice President of
AFMEC, Rajesh Sehgal, Gen-
eral Secretary of AFMEC,
Rajiv Wasan, President of
the Confederation of Indian
Footwear Industries (CIFT)
Uttar Pradesh, Dharmendra
Narula, President of the Agra

hting its role in bring-
ing together key stakeholders
from the indnstry. The vote of
thanks was delivered by
Deepak Manchanda, Gener-
al Secretary of IFCOMA,
while the program was con-
ducted by Atul Kohli.

On the first day of the ex-
hibition, 60 exhibitors from
12 states participated, draw-
inga total of 2,622 visitors, in-
cluding 1,140 trade visitors
who benefited from net-
working and business op-

entist Dr. Mohan R., and
Senior Scientist Dr. D. Suresh
Kumar delivered insighitful
presentations on the new siz-
ing system, emphasizing the
importance of standardiza-
tion in the industry.

In the second session,
NIFT Raebareli Director
Nandan Singh Bora shared
his expertise on emerging
fashion trends in the Indian
footwear market. The semi-
nar provided valuable in-
sights into improving the siz-
ing and design of footwearto
meetinternational standards
and consumer expectations.

A significant discussion
during the exhibition focused
on sustainable waste man-
agement in the footwear in-
dustry. Akshay Gunteti, Co-
Founder of Green Worms,
and Jake C. Joy. Executive of
‘Waste and Material Circi-
larity, shared their experi-
ences in recyding footwear
‘waste while generating em-
ployment opportunities for

Yo

Guntei revealed that their
organization has engaged
6,200 people in the mission
to create a sustainable
footwear industry.
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Over 30 killed as Israel's military operation
in Gaza Strip expandmg to seize 'large areas'

Jerusalem
srael's military opes
tion in the Gaza Stripis
expanding to seize
"large areas," the de-

fence minister said, while of-
ficials at hospitalsinside the
Palestinian territorysaid Is-
raeli strikes overmght and
into Wednesday had killed
more than 30 peaple, nearly
a dozen of them children.
Israel's offensive in the
Palestinian territory was “ex-
panding to crush and clean
the area” of militants and
"seizing large areas that will
beadded to the security zones
of the State of Tsrael,” De-
fence Minister Israel Katz
said in a written statement.
The Israeli gowrnmmi
has long mamtained a buffer
zonejust inside Gaza along its
security fence and has great-
lyexpanded since the war be-
gan in 2023. Israel says the
buffer zone is needed for its
security, while Palestinians

viewit asa land grab that fur-
ther shrinks the narrow
coastal territory, home to
around 2 million people.
Katz didn't specify which
areas of Gaza would be seized
in the expanded operation,
which he said includes the
"extensive evacuation” of the
population from fighting ar-

UK foreign secretary urges
Kosovo to make progress
in talks with Serbia

Pristina (Kosovo)

The United Kingdom's for-
eign secretary gave assur-
ances of Britain's interest
in the Western Balkan re-
gion while visiting Kosovo
on Wednesday, urging both
Kosovo and Serbia to make
progress in normalisation
talks.

David Lammy was on the
second day of a visit to Koso-
vo where he met with its
senior officials, calling on
Pristina to form a new Cab-
inet quickly following the
country's February g parlia-
‘mentary election,

Prime Minister Albin Kur-

BUSINESS

ti's  Self-Determination
Movement ~ Party, or
Vetevendosje!, won 48 seats
in the 120-seat parliament,
falling short of a majority.

Lammy assured Kosovar
officials that “the UK con-
tinues to play its essential
role as akey friend and part-
ner of this great nation.”

The secretary expressed
support for the EU-facili-
tated Kosovo-Serbia nor-
malization talks.

“This this is a region that
matters to Britain,” he said
at a briefing after meeting
with President Vijosa Os-
mani. “We want a lasting,
pemeful normali-
sation.”

evacuation of the southern
city of Rafah and nearby ar-
eas.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said Israel
aims to maintain an open-
ended but unspecified secu-
rity control of the Gaza Strip

once it achieves its aim of
crushing Hamas.

The minister called on
Gaza residents to "expel

Hamas and return all
hostages.” The militant group
still holds 59 captives, of
whom 24 are believed to still
be alive, after most of therest
were released in ceasefire

agreements or other deals.
“Thisis the only wayto end
the war," Katz said.
The Hostage Families Fo-
um, which represents most

was “horrified to wake up
this morning to the Defence
Minister's announcenient
about expanding military op-
erations in Gaza.”

The group said the Israeli
government “has an obliga-
tion to free all 59 hostages
from Hamas captivity —
pursue every possible chan-
nel to advance a deal for
their release." They stressed
that every passing day puts
their loved ones’ lives at
greater risk.

“Their lives hang in the
balance as more and more
disturbing details contine to
emerge about the horrific
conditions they're being held
in — chained, abused, and in
desperate need of medical
attention,” said the forum,

which cwlled on the Trump

China concludes
¢ high-intensity military
drills around Taiwan

1 other' me- Beijing
diators to continue pressur- its two-day
ing Hamas to release the  high-intensity military drills
hostages. around Taiwan on Wednes-
“Our highest prioritymust  day, saving that it completed
beanimmediatedeal tobring  all designated tasks of the
ALL hostages back home —  joint exercises.

the living for rehabilitation
and those killed for proper
burial — and end this war,”
the group said.

el continued to target
the Gaza Strip, with airstrikes
overnight killing 17 people in
the southern city of Khan
Younis. Another 15 people
waere killed ina strike in the
north of the strip Wednesday,
according to officicals at hos-
pitals where the bodies were

tuken.

Officials at the Nasser Hos-
pital said the bodies of 12
people killed in an overnight
airstrike that were brought to
the hospital included five
women, one of them preg-
nant, and two children.

Claims of attack on Chinese Red
Cross convoy in quake h1t Myanmar

Bangkok

An opposition militia be-
longing to the Three Broth-
erhaod Alliance, one of a
powerful group that has tak-
ena large swath of Myanmar
from the military, reported
that the military fived on a re-
lief convoy of nine Chinese
Red Cross vehicles late Tues-
day.

‘The relief convoy was
bringing supplies to Man-
dalay city, which was hit by a

7.7 magnitude earthquake
n:u\lddv Pnddv lopphu_L_,
oft col-

4,639 injured, according to
state television MRTV, but lo-
cal teports suggest much
higher figures.

The Three Brotherhood
Alliance announced a uni-

lapsing bridges and buck-
ling roads. Sofar, 2,886 peo-
ple have been reported dead
in Myanmar and another

lateral nth ceasefire
on Tuesday to facilitate the
humanitarian response.
The shadow opposition
National Unity Government

A
had already called a ceasefire
for its forces.

But attacks have con-
tinued si he quake. Most

of Shan state near Ohn Ma
Teevillage.

"The Ta'ang National Lib-
eration Army said the Chi-
nese Red Cross was bringing
supplies to Mandalay and
had reported its route to the
military.

But Maj. Gen. Zaw Min
Tun, spokesman for the mil-
itary regime, told state-run
MRTV that the convay had
not notified authorities of its

te ahead of time.  While

recently, an opposition mili-
tia belonging to the Brother-
hood Alliance reported that
the military fired on a relief
convoy of nine Chinese Red
Cross vehicles late Tuesday
on aroad in the northern part

not mentioning the Red
Cross, he said security forces
had fired into the air to deter
acomyoy that refused to stop
near Ohn Ma Tee village,
the site of recent fighting
with the TNLA.

The Strait Thunder-2025A
drills in the central and
southern Taiwan Strait fo-
cussed on blockade enforce-
ment of the estranged is-
land. China claims Taiwan as
part of its mainland.

“The Chinese People's Lib-
eration Army (PLA) East-
ern Theatre Command has
successfully completed all
designated lask.s of the joint

Tuesday and Wednesday, a
spokesperson for the the-
atre command, Senior.
Colonel Shi'Yi, was quoted as
saying by the state-run Xin-
hua news agency.

“The dlrill tested the troops'
integrated joint operation
capabilities, Shi said, adding
that the troops of the theatre
command remain on high
alert at all times and will
continueto strengthen com-
bat readiness with intensive
training to resolutely thwan

all ist activities s

President Donald Trump,
were strongly eriticised by
the US, EU and Japan, who
said they were opposed to
unilateral changes to the sta-
tus quo, including through
force or coercion. They said
thete is no justification for
China's rresponsible threats
and military pressure oper-
ations near Taiwan.

Refuting the criticism
against the drills, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Guio Jiakun said the accusa-
tion of a handful of conntries
and organizations against
China is a mischaracterisa-
tion of the facts and truth
and an interference in Chi-
na's internal affairs.

China deplores and op-
poses this. The Taiwan ques-
tion is purely China's inter-
nal affairs that brook no ex-
ternal interfervence, he said at
amedia briefing on Wednes-
day.

“Taiwan independence”
separatist activities and ex-
ternal forces that abet and
aid them are the ones that
undermine peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan
Gmm It (_Lﬁdln countries
ions truly want

ing "Taiwan mdcpmdmm.
The PLA said earlier that
drills, which began on Tues-
day, were aimed at showing
Beijing's anger against sep-
aratist statements by Tai-
wan President Lai Ching-te.
The drills serve as a "stern
warning and forceful deter-
rence” against those seeking
the island's independence.
China has been angered by
Lai'smove to prevent China’s
infiltration and espionage
activities in the self-ruled
territory, categorising China
as a "foreign hostile force”
last month.
Thedrills, the first during
the second tenure of US

peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait, they
should follow the prevailing
trend of international com-
mitment to the one-China
principle, abide by their po-
litical commitments made
to China, earnestly respect
China's sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, and oppose

any form, he said.

“As long as provocations
for “Taiwan independence”
last, our punishment against
“Taiwan independence” will
continue. Wewillneverallow
anyone orany forceto sepa-
rate Taiwan from China in
any form.

UPI transaction volumes surge 42
pc hit 93 billion in ]uly -Dec 2024

India's Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) continues to
dominate the digital pay-
ments landseape, with trans-
action volumes surging 42
per cent year-on-year (YoY)
to reach 93.23 billion in the
second half of 2024, a recent
report has shown.

The ‘India Digital Pay-
ments report for 2| _H 9()24

2H (July- Demmh&r) 20&4%0

report by Worldli
that three UPI platforms are
dominant interms of volume
and value: PhonePe, Google
Pay, and Paytm.

In terms of transaction
volume, in December 2024,
the three apps aceounted for
93 per cent of all transac-
tions. In terms of transaction
value, they accounted for g2
per centin December 2024.

"When comparing tl:n: vol-
ume of UPL 2 in

per cent from 65, 77 billion to
93.23 billion. During the
same timeframe, the value of
transactions increased by 31
per cent from RS 99.68 tril-
lion toRs 13019 trillion," the
report said.

Besides UPI, other forms
of payment under digital
payments include credit
cards, prepaid cards, mobile
payments, and net banking.

UPl are cate-

gorised into person-to-per-
son (P2P) and person-to-
merchant (P2M) transac-
tions.

P2P transaction volume
rose from 27.04 billionin the
second halfof 2023 to 35.21
hillion in the second half of
2024, representing a 30 per
cent increase, During the
same period, the value of
P2P transactions grew 26
per cent.

The P2M transaction vol-
ume grew from 38.73 billion
to 58.03 billion, a 50 per
cent increase, while the val-
ue increased 43 per cent.

“India’s digital payments
ecosystem is evolving at an
unprecedented pace, driven
by UPI's widespread adap-
tion, the expansion of POS
infrastructure, and the grow-
ing preference for mobile

Investors' wealth surges Rs 3.54
lakh ctr as markets rebound

New Delhi

quity investors be-

came richer by Rs

3.54 lakh erore on

Wednesday —as
markets staged a strong
comeback after facing drub-
bing in the previous trading
session.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex rebounded 592.93
points, or 0,78 per cent, to
settle at 76,617.44. During
the day, it surged 655.84
points, or 0.86 per cent to
76,680.35.

Tracking recovery in eq-
uities, the market capitali-
sation of BSE-listed firms
jumped Rs 3,54.507.54:crore
to Rs 4,12,98,095.60 crore
(USD 4.8z trillion).

"The market seems to be

coming to terms about the
outeome of Trump's tariff
policy deeision, and hence
buying was evident across all
the sectors. Post the clarity
on tariff decision, the focus

Edelweiss Life CDO: Women in Sandwich
Generation mustrprlorltlse financial literacy

New Delhi
Women in Sandwich Gen-
eration must take proac-
tive steps to take charge of
their financial planning
including improving their
financial know-how, said
Edelweiss Life’s Chief Dis-
tribution Officer Anup
Seth. The company re-
cently released a study
which shows 50% women
in this generation cite lack
of understanding of var
ous financial instruments
as a challenge to wealth
creation.

Sandwich Generation
are individuals between
ages 35 and 54 years, pro-
viding for 2 generations —
ageing parents and grow-
ing children.

“Women have long act-
ed as the CFOs of their
households, managing
daily finances. Yet many,

still relegate long-term fi-
nancial planning to their
fathers or husbands, re-
gardless of education or
geography. While partici-
pation has improved, we
need more women to ac-
tively own their financial
future—and it starts with
education,” said Seth.

The study, conducted in
collaboration with
YouGov, also shows that
more than half the women
in this generation feel they
are behind on meeting
their financial

While family remains their
priority, aspirations of
women in this generation

also give a peak into their
individuality; many want
to improve their standard
ofliving, fund their child’s
marriage, travel, start a
business, and invest in
their higher education.
“Women's aspirations,
in general, have evolved in
tandem with their proac-
tive participation in the
economy. Today, more
women hold boardroom
and leadership roles, and
there is a push to acceler-
ate this momentum.
Arpund 18% of Indian
startups are now led by
women, and access to for-
mal credit has steadily im-
proved. Government ini-
ives ate also playing a
pivotal role in strength-
ening this ecosystem. As
women's ambition and
agency continue to rise.
we will witness an even

deeper shift in their aspi-
rations—making financial
literacy a critical enabler
for securing their financial
futures,” Seth said.

In fact the study high-
lights how lack of finaneial
literacy is impacting their
wealth creation journey.
As many as 38% women
said they have premature-
Iy liquidated their mutual
funds, 32% exited equi-
ties/stocks early, 31% sur-
rendered life insurance
palicies.

These tangible financial
struggles-also have a psy-
chological fallout. 61%
women in this generation
constantly worry about
running out of money de-
spite having a financial
safety met, and 64% feel
their savings and invest-
ments are never enough
for the future.

ter earnings and the interest
rate decision by the RBI
next week,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

From the Sensex pack,
Zomato jumped nearly 5 per
cent, followed by Titan
which climbed almost 4 per
cent.

Induslnd Bank, Maruti,
Tech Mahindra, Adani Ports,
Bharti Airtel, and HDFC
Bank were also among the
gainers,

However, Nestle, Power
Grid, UltraTech Cement, Ba-
Jjaj Finserv, and Larsen &
Toubro were among the lag-
gards.

All BSE sectoral indices
ended higher. Realty index
surged the most by 3.62 per
cent, followed by consumer
durables (2.62 per cent),
consumer discretionary
(170 per cent), telecommu-
nication (1.22 per cent), teck

(128 per cent), services (110
per cent), and IT (0.93 per
cent).

The BSE mideap gauge
jumped 1.38 per cent and
smalleap index dimbed 0.99
per cent.

“Indian benchmark in-
dices ended higher on
Wednesday, edging up
ahead of US President Don-
ald Trump's anticipated tar-
iff announcement. Broader
‘markets mirrored the upbeat
sentiment, with mid and
smalleap indices registering
notable gains." Gaurav Garg,
Analyst, Lemonn Markets
Desk, said.

As many as 2,863 stocks
advanced while 1,091 de-
clined and 131 remained un-
changed on the BSE,

National Highways Toll collection;
UP tops list w1th Rs 7 060 cr revenue

New Delhi

Uttar Pradesh topped the
list of states that reported
high revenme ecollection
through toll on National
Highways in the April-Feb-
tuary period of financial
year 2024-25, Parliament
was informed on Wednes-
day.

Union Road Transport
and nghwws minister
Nitin Gadkari in a written
replyto Rajya Sabha said the
government collected high-
est toll on National High-
ways crossing Uttar Pradesh
at Rs 7,060 erore, followed
by Rajasthan at Rs 5,967.13
crote and Maharashtra at Rs
5,115.38 crore up to Febru-
ary 2025,
Gadkari further noted that
the governmient has also de-
cided to implement barrier
free Electronic Toll Collec-
tion (ETC) System with
available technology and use

of existing fee plaza infra-
structure at selected sec-
tions of National Highways.
According to him, the gov-
ernment is committed to
address various issues per-
taining to the levy of user fee
and to enhance operational
efficiency and promote con-
venience of the road users at
the user fee plaza including
the introduction of an An

ding oo thie details of e

(toll) pass system. The fi-
nancial impact for the im-
plementation of these pass-
es could be arrived at after
details of the pass system is
finalized," he said.
Responding to a separate
question, Gadkari said the
government in the Ministry
of Road Transport and
Highways is primarily re-

nual Pass within the existing ible for d
ETC ecosystem. and maintenance of Na-
"The governmentiswork-  tional Highways (NHs).
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Poor death bowling
and fack of sup-
port for Root
cost England,
says Jos Buttler

Kolkata

efending champions Kolkata

Knight Riders and last sea-

son's finalists Sunrisers Hy-

derabad find themselves in
troubled waters, having lost two of
theirlast three games. and both teams
will be desperate to revive their cam-
paigns when they lock horns in the
1PL here on Thursday.

KKR skipper Ajinkya Rahane had
initinlly downplayed concerns sur-
rounding his team following a heavy
defeatto Royal Challengers Bengalu-
Tu in the season opener, insisting
there was "no need to panic”.

However, with two losses in three
matches — considering KKR lost just
three games across both home and
away legs in their triumphant cam-
paign in IPL 2024 — the mood in the
camyp is slightly muted.

Pitched battle

The focus has now shifted to the
Eden Gardens pitch, which has come
under scrutiny after KKR's seven-
wicket defeat to RCB.

Former KKR opener Phil Salt and
Virdt Kohli took the home attack to the
cleaners, hing a 95-run stand off
just 5t in aone-sided chase of 175.

The Cricket Association of Bengal
has been under pressure to produce a
track that aids KKR's spin-heavy at-
tack, comprising Sunil Narine, Moeen
Ali and Varun Chakravarthy.

Chakravarthy, fresh from his ex-
ploits in the Champions Trophy tri-
umph last manth, struggled on a flat
deck against RCB, leaking 10.75 runs
perover,

Indian great and Lucknow Super Gi-
ants mentor Zaheer Khan has also
called forhome advantage after Pun-

Samson set to lead
Royals, gets NCA
clearance for wicket-
keeping duties

.Lplu
Sanju Samson is :«.l to return as

from' the Na-
tional Cricket Academy (NCA) to
keep wickets in the angoing Indi-
an Premier League (IPL).

Samson had undergone surgery
on his right index finger after be-
ing hit by former Royals team-
mate and England pacer Jofra
Archer during India's T201 series
against England in February.

He had played in the first three
games for R s only as @ spe-
cialist batter with Rivan Parag
leading the side.

While Samson came in as an
Impact player during Royals' sea-
son-opener against Sunrisers Hy-
derabad, he was substituted out in
the matches againgt Chennai Super
Kingsand Kolkata Knight Riders.
In the three matches in IPL so
far, he has scored 66, 13 and 20
r

Captain Sanju Samson has re-
ceived clearance from the Nation-
al Cricket Academy to resume
wicketkeeping duties following a
period of recovery,” Rajasthan
Royals said in a release,

"The clearance comes after a
thorough assessment of his fit-
ness by the NCA medical team.
With this positive development,
Samsonwill return to his full lead-
ership role and resume captainey
from the team's next match against
the Punjab Kin

Royals are currently placed sec-
ond last in the points table with
one win and two defeats in three
matches.

The champions of the inaugural
edition in 2008, Royals will take on
Punjab Kings in Mullanpur in their
next match on April 5.

Lo
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KKR skipper Ajinkya
Rahane had initially
downplayed concerns
surrounding his team
following a heavy de-
feat to Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru in
the season opener, in-
sisting there was "no
need to panic”.

jab Kings outplayed them at the Ekana
stadium, eriticising the pitch by sayiug,
"It seemed PBKS' curator. was out

Reports siggest the Eden Gardens
pitch curator Sujan Mukherjee had de-
clined KKR's request for a spin-friend-
Iy track in their opening match, ade-
cision that seemingly backfired.

Chakravarthy, ene of their key spin-
ners, leaked 45 runs in that match.
While Mukherjee defended his stance,
CAB president Snehasish Ganguly
has since been closely inspecting the
pitch alongside the curator, hinting at
apossible shift in approach for KKR's
upeoming home matches,

Beyond the pitch, KKR's squad com-
position has raised questions follow-
ing the mega auction.

Their batting and bowling units
have looked out of sync, with key

Chakravarthy drops to 3rd spot
in T20 bowling rankings,

Koltkata

India's mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy has dropped one place
to third spot in the 1ICC men's T2zo
bowling rankings, while Hardik
Pandya continues to top the all-
rounders’ chart issued on Wednes-
day.

With 706 rating points,
Chakravarthy trails behind leader
Jacob Duffy (723) of New Zealand
and West Indies' Akeal Hosein
(707).

Leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi (674)
and left-arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
(653) are the other two Indians in
top-10 atseventh and 10th positions
respectively

Axar Patel is placed av13th posi-
tion. Young Indian left-handed
opener Abhishek Sharma continued
tooceupy the second position in the
Tzo batting rankings, which is be-
ing headed by Australia's Travis
Head, while England's Phil Salt isat
the third spot.

Pandya tops all-rounders' chart

Axar Patel is placed at
13th position. Young In-
dian left-handed opener
Abhishek Sharma contin-
ued to occupy the sec-
ond position in the T20
batting rankings, which
is being headed by Aus-
tralia's Travis Head,
while England's Phil Salt
is at the third spot.

players failing to deliver,

Natably, four players KKR rel

before the anction -~ forme:

Shreyas lyer (PBKS), his deputy

Rana (RR), Phil Salt (RCB), and pace
spearhead Mitchell Stare (DC) -- have
all excelled in the first 10 days of the
IPL.

Stare's departure has particulary
hurt KKR, as their pace attack appears
toothless in his absence.

To compound the frustration, Stare
registered a match-winning 5/35 for
DC against SRH in their last outing -
- the Aussie’s first T20 five-wicket haul
and the best bowling figures of the sea-
son so far,

Australian pacer Spencer Johnson,
brought in to replace Starc, has failed

to impress, while Anrich Nortje re-
mains sidelined with a back injury.

Meanwhile. KKR's big-money re-
signing, Venkatesh Iyer, has man-
aged just nine runs from two innings,
adding to the team's woes.

Among retained players, Rinku
Singh, Andre Russell, Sunil Narine,
Harshit Rana, and Ramandeep Singh
have struggled to find their touch.

The team's aggressive batting ap-
proach — assuming 200 is the par
score on all pitches - has also back-
fired as a tactical re-evaluation is also
the need of the hour before it's too late.

Sunrisers Hyderabad , after a record-
breaking 286/6 in their seasan open-
er, have struggled to breach the 200-
run mark in their last two games.

Their ultra-attacking batting ap-
proach has led to collapses against
Lucknow Super Giants (190/9) and
Delhi Capitals (163 all out), resulting
in consecutive defeats.

Pat Cummins' side will also need to
reassess the strategy as they look to
avenge their loss in last season’s 1PL
final.

The pace duo of Cummins and Mo-
hammed Shami could pose a signifi-
cant threat at Eden Gardens, where the
India senior pacer, who represents
Bengal at the domestic level, will be
keen to make an impact in familiar
conditions.

With both teams looking to turn
their campaigns around, it promises to
be a high-stakes battle where adapt-
ability to conditions could be the de-
ciding factor.

Teams (from) Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers: Ajinkya Rahane (c). Rinku Singh,
Quinton de Kock (wk), Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (wk), Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Rovman Powell, Manish Pandey, Lu-
viith Sisodia, Venkatesh Iver, Anukul
Roy, Moeen Ali, Ramandeep Singh,
Andre Russell, Anrich Nortje, Vaibhav
Arora, Mayank Markande, Spencer
Johnson, Harshit Rana, Sunil Narine,
Varun Chakravarthy and Chetan
Sakariva.

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Pat Cum-

ins (c), Ishan Kishan (wk), Atharva
bhinav Manohar, Aniket Ver-

vis Head, Harshal Patel, Kamindu
Mendis, Winan Mulder, A
Sharma, Nitish Kumar Reddy, Mo-
hammed Shami, Rahul Chahar, Adam
Zampa, Simarjeet Singh, Zeeshan
Ansari, Jaydev Unadkat and Eshan
Malinga.

The Rolls-Royce just stayed in third gear:

Lucknow
Punjab Kings head coach Ricky Panting
compared skipper Shreyas Iver to a
‘Rolls-Royee in thind gear' after the
skipper produced a measured half~
century to shape his team’s big win
against Lucknow Super Giants.

Ponting, in an interaction with his
team, reminded the players to "not
take anything for granted” during the
IPL 2025 campaign:

Tyersmashed 52 not out, his second
unbeaten half-century in as many
games, as PBKS overhanled the 172-man
target in 16.2 overs for the loss of bwo
wickets,

Opener Prabhsimran Singh gave
Punjab a flying start with o blistering 34-
ball 6g, while Nehal Wadhera (43 not
out off 25 halls) also picked up some
confidence, boosting easy runs towards
the end.

"Skipper (Iyer) did it easy again.
Ralls-Royee just stayed in third gear for
most of the day. Didn't have to go any
iit. Just steers the ship
home. You haven't gotan a
said the former Australian skip
ing the team meeting following the
hig victory.

lyer is yet to be dismissed in IPL
2025, having notched up an unbeaten
97in the opening game against Gujarat
Titans. He is currently the second-
highest run-getter in the season with
149 runs.

The Australian great asked his play=

L firmly itted to their

Two other Indians - Tilak Varma
and Suryakumar Yadav -- are placed
fourth and fifth respectively.

Pandya managed to hold to his
top spot among all-rounders with
252 rating peints, followed by
Dipendra Singh Airee of Nepal and
Australia’s Marcus Stoinis,

msk as it was a long and gruelling
tournament.

"Let’s not take anything for granted
with anything we're daing. Our attitudes
have been spot on. We're just starting
to saratch the surface. So let's keep
working hard together as a family, as
one. And we're going To get betier

every day," he added.

One of the reasons PBKS were abile
to shackle the home team batters was
the vice-like grip the bowlers main-
tained right from the first a
Ponting said that made a massive dif-
ference,

"Bowling first today. Arshdeep's
(Singh) first over goes tor three, Lock-
ie (Ferguson) backs it up with an over,
goes for four (runs). Twooversin the
powet play 1for7,

Ve get through the power play, 3 for
35 Four of the overs in power play oily
went for 13 runs So, in the fifth over
Maxi (Glenn Maxwell) comes on and
then on the back of that, Marco
(Jansen). So, Marco bowls the sixth
oyer. He absolutely means it. He end-
ed up with the big wicket of David
Miller.

"The pleasing thing for me about a lot
of the things that are happening around
the group, it's when guys are coning m
and playing their first game or getting
theirfirst opportunity, Lockie was the
same today," said Ponting.

debut for the

"T'he whele bowling group was out-
standing. And Prabhsimran, I think you
l\.wn learned a Iot about yourself this

s well. Ithink you've proved to
everyane just what a class-act you are,”
said Ponting.

Ponting showered all the praise on
Wadhera (43 not out off 25 balls),
ing he had made the most of the ﬂp—
portunity given to him.

"We talk about plavers making im-
pact, right? You get an oppertunity in
a'T2o gameand it's all about making an
impact on the game and on the contest
when you can.

“He (Wadhera) only packed one
shirt in his bag because he didn't think
The was going to be taking much partin
the game. He fields the last four overs
and then T tap him on the shoulder.
When 1 saw that they'd (LSG) made
their impact sub as a left-arm off spin-
ner, Tsaid, mate, you're going in.

“And 1 said, make the most of the op-
portunity. Play your way."

Ashwani is lotqulcker than people recognise at first: Rickelton

Mumbai
Mumbai Indians’ unheralded fast
bowler Ashwani Kumar, who became
the first Indian to take four wickets on
IPL debut, is a "lot quicker than people
recognise at first”. says his teammate
Ryan Rickelton.

The left-arm Punjab seamer took
4/24 on Monday to blow away Kolkata
Knight Riders as Mumbai Indians
recorded an eight-wicket win which
took them to the sixth spot in the
points table.

“He's a lot quicker than [ think peo-
ple recognise at first, thiit's a great at-
tribute he has and he can swing the new
hall,” Rickelton tald the media after the
match here at the Wankhede Stadium.

“He’s alot quicker than you think and

he rashes you alittle bit lower as well.
He's a great addition obviously to the

group and the wicket can suit Tim.”
“Looking forward to seeing if he gets
an opportunity with the new ball to see

that other set of skills come through.

He's anice find for MIand really look-
ing forward to seeing how he goes,” he
added.

Rickelton said the Punjab seamer,
who had only plaved four senior T2o
four List A matches and two
Trophy games before his TPL
debut, executed his plans really well.

“I've played a few warm-up games
with him, keeping (the wickets) to him
and batting against him i the nets. He's
areally nice bowler. He can swing the

ance.” he added.

KKR's Ramandeep Singh, who is
also from Punjab and trains in the
same academy as Ashwani, termed
him as a “talented cricketer”. "Ashwani
is a very talented ericketer, he is from
Punjab. This IPL is known for the fact
that youngsters come and perform
here and you can see their talent,” he
said.

Rickelton, meanwhile, said getting his
maiden half-contury was a massive re-
hef l‘he lefi-handed South African

new ball and hy d his plan really, ~batterhit 62 not out off 41

really well" he said. balls with five sixes and four fouss.
“The group’s really happy for him. But ~ “Obwiously a massive relief, inall lion-

yeah, it’s cool that he got an opporfunity.  esty. The first two games were on fricky

The group's really chuffed that he man-
aged to get aut of the match perform-

(and) on some tough wickets. But to get
out herein Mumbai and have Spencer

(Johnsan) tum me inside out was quite
a'tough battleto get through,” he said.

“But once I nanaged to get through
that, it’s just really pleasing to get a
sceore. But more relief than anything and
to get two pumu on the board is great
for the team.”

Rickelton said having joined the MI
cammp before — he played for MI Cape
Town in the SA20 competition — gave
hima good experience.

“It's been a nice intro. It's not just
coming in blind. It's been an easier tran-
sition, but the IPLis a different beastin
its own. To mentally work my head
around thatisa bitofa different one for
and I'm trying to just adapt to the
group and luckily I've got a few famil-
iar faces arcundas well.
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Delhi HC stays Anilkumar Prabhakaran'

appointment as AIFF secretary general

New Delhi

he Delhi High Court on

Wednesday stayed the ap-

pointment of Anilkumar

Prabhakaran as the secre-
tary general of All India Football
Federation on a plea alleging his se-
lection was in violation of the Na-
tional Sports Code.

Justice Sachin Datta said he would
continue with the arguments next
week.

The court while hearing a plea
filed by Delhi Football Club director
Ranjit Bajaj observed there ought to
be a stay on Prabhakaran's appoint-
ment in the meantime.

"We will continue with the hearing
nextweek but in the meantime there
has tobe a stay, 1 will pass an inter-
im stay (order). List on April 8 for
further arguments in the matter,” the
Judge said,

Appearing for Bajaj, senior advo-
cate Rahtil Mehra and lawyer Shivam
Singh sought Prabhakaran's removal
from the post and argued he was pre-
viously elected as a member of the
ALFF executive commitiee and there-

Ben Yedder attempts
soccer comeback in
Iran after suspended
prison sentence

Tehiran

Former France international Wissam
Ben Yedder is trying to revive his ca-
reerin Iran after almost a year on the
sidelines and a suspended prison
sentence for sexually assaulting a
woman.

'edder, wha was out of con-
tract, signed a deal with five-time
Iranian champion Sepahan FC, the
club said in a statement. Terms of
their agreement were not disclosed.

The Isfahan-based club said that
Ben Yedder, a diminutive forward
with excellent finishing skills, un-
derwent medical tests and is now
waiting for his international transfer
certificate before he can resume his
professional career.

Ben Yedder has been embroiled in
court cases recently. He was con-
demned last year after being ac
cused of sexual assault while intox-
icated. The court in the southery city
of Nice also imposed on Ben Yedder
a duty to follow treatment.

The 34-year-old plaver, a prolific
striker who plaved 19 matches and
seored three goals for France, was
briefly detained then released after
the incident in his car on the French
Riviera.

Ben Yedder, who underwent aleo-
hol detox and therapy, has been
without a club since his contract
with Monaco expired in 2024.

Ben Yedder, who underwent aleo-
hol detox and therapy, has been
without a club since his contract
with Monaco expired in 2024.

The Isfahan-based
club said that Ben Yed-
der, a diminutive for-
ward with excellent
finishing skills, under-
went medical tests
and is now waiting for
his international trans-
fer certificate before
he can resume his pro-
fessional career.

fore couldn’t be appointed.
The AIFF appointed Prabhakaran,
who hails from Kerala, as its secre-
eneral July last.
the sports ministry

) e]med membcr::uh'xecmiw
committees as nominated individu-
als to an adoinistrative post.

The Centre's counsel said in terms
of its February letter. it was im-
permissible for a previously elected
office bearer to obtain employment
on a paid administrative position of
their national sports federation con-
cerned.

In terms of the letter, Prabhakaran,
holding an elected post of the exec-
utive member, would be wholly

barred from taking up the position of
paid secretary of ATFF, the counsel
added.

The high court had sought re-
sponses from the Ministry of Sports
and Youth Affair: FF and Prab-
hakaran on the petition, which said
the Centre took action in a similar
case at the Table Tennis Federation
of India but failed to take a uniform
step in the present matter,

The petitioner sought an urgent in-
tervention in the case, alleging a
conflict ofinterest on account of his
affiliation with Scoreline Sports.

"He (Prabhakaran) is illegally hold-
ing the position of secretary general
of respondent number 1 (AIFF) de-
spite previously having held a posi-
tion as an elected member of the e:
ecutive committee. On August 22,
2022, he was elected asa member of
the executive committee of respon-
dent number 1,” the petition said.

The plea added his appointment
was "bad in law" and contrary to
rules laid down in National Sports
Code, 2011, and a February 28, 2022
letter issued by the sports ministry.

Indian boxer Jadumani Singh moves to
World Boxing Cup semis, 3 others exit

New Dethi
Indian boxer Jadumani Singh Man-
dengbam punched his way into the
50kg semifinals but three others made
opening round exits from the World
Boxing Cup in in Fozdo Ignao, Brazil.

The 20-year-old reigning national
champion edged past last vear's World
Boxing Cupsilver medallist Ellis Trow-
bridge of Great Britain with a hard-
fought 3-2 spht deasionwinin the 50kg
quarterfinals late Tuesday night.

He will now face former Asian U-22
champion Asilbek Jatilov of Uzbekistan
in the semifinals.

Meanwhile, Asian Games medallist
Narender Berwal (+gokg), Nikhil
Dubey (75kg), and Jugnoo (8skg)
bowed out of the tournament after
quarterfinal defeats.

Narender, a bronze medallist at the

Arjun Bhati aims for
Olympic glory after receiving
National Youth Award

New Delhi
Indian golfer Arjun Bhati, who was re-
cenitly honoured with the National
Youth Award, expressed his gratitude
and reflected on his journey in the
sport.

The young golfer, who has been
playing for over a decade, considers
this recognition a significant mile-
stone in his career, and is now aim-
m;, lnr Olympic gold.
g,mlu[ul for this award,
and itisa very big thing for my fam-
ily and me. My efforts have borne
fruit," Bhati said.

‘T was nine years old when 1 played
golfforthe firsttime in my school. T've
been playing for the past 11 years now,
and the journey has been very nice.
I've had alotof supportersin my )mll’-
ney, and 1 love this game,

Bi as long adm legendary
golfer Tiger Woods, dmwing inspi-
ration from his career. However,
whenit comes to Indian sportsicons,
Virat Kohli holds a special place in his
heart.

"Tiger Woods has been my inspi-
ration for a very long time,” Bhati
said. "I personally love Virat Kohli. T
love his dedication, fitness levels,

is very inspiring for all the
in the country. He's a

very sweet and genuine person, and
his support means a lot to me," he
added.

Bhati also praised Kohli's contri-
bution to young athletes through the

Yirat Kohli Foundation.

"Virat Kohli Foundation helps
around 4o children from a lot of dif-
ferent disciplines, The things he's
done for the country, I admire him,”
he noted.

With his eyes set on the future,
Bhati has one clear goal-to win an
Olympic gold medal for Indi;

"My future goal is to bring an
Olympic gold medal for India. I'm try-
ing to make myself better each and
every day,” he stated.

As he continues to refine hi
and push himself towards excellence,
Bhati remains a promising talent in
Indian golf, with the ambition and de-
termi on to make his country
proud on the global stage.

The Department of Youth Affairs,
under the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and ‘Sports, confers the National
Youth Awards (NYA) on individuals
(aged between 15 and 29 years) and
organisations for outstanding work
and contributions in fields such as
heaith, human rights promotion, ac-
tive eitizenship, and community serv-
ice, as per a P1B pressrelease.

2023 Hangzhon Asian Games, put up
a strong fight against Kazakhstan's
Saparbay Daniyal but lost 2-3 in a
close contest despite winning unani-
mously on the first board.

Nikhil suffe 0-5 loss to local
favourite Kaue Belini, while Jugnoo was
on the wrongend of a 1-4 split decision
against France’s Abdoulaye Traore.

India’'s campaign continues on
Wednesday with Manish Rathore
(55kg) setto face Paris Olympian Yusulf

and \hhmash Jamwal (65kg) up
against Germany’s Denis Bril.

India has fielded a 10-member men's
squad i the tournzment, with Lakshya
Chahar (8okg) exiting on the opening
day.

S Reliance to partner with BLAST

for Esports busmess in India

Mumbai

RISE Worldwide Limited ("RISE").
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Re-
liance Industries Limited ("Re-
lianee"), and BLAST Esports Limit-
ed ("BLAST"), a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of BLAST ApS, today an-
nounced an agreement to form a
joint venture to conduct esports
business in India, according to a re-
lease from RISE.

India is the fastest growing gam-
ing market with a massive gamer
base of more than ~600 Mn (8% of
the total gamers globally). India’s
gaming market is projected to grow
ata CAGR of ~19% to reach US$ 9.2
Bn by 2029 from US$ 3.8 Bn in
2024, The global esports market is
expected to grow to USS$ 16.7 Bn by
2033 from US$ 2.8Bn in 2024, ex-
hibiting a CAGR of ~22%. Indi
ports market is in nascent stages and
is expected to be a high growth mar-
ket The Government of India has of-
ficially recognized esports in the
country by declaring it as a part of
the "multi-sports event” category.

The strategic partnership will helpy
toaccelerate this growth by bringing
BLASTs globally recognised esports
properties and production tech-
niques to India while co-creating
new tournament IPs lailored to the
fast-growing gaming market.

BLAST is a European-based es-
ports entertainment company and
one of the biggest tournament or-
ganisers in the world. BLAST works
with the world's best game publish-
ersand brands to elevate their prop-

erties into world-class esports ex-
periences. These events unite top-tier
u‘a.ms and the biggest stars in the
v compete for glory and
multi-million dollar prize pools, with
arena stops in 2025 set for vibrant
cities like London, Singapore, Austin,
and Riv, BLAST is known for its un-
paralleled production quality and
game changing fan-first moments,
BLAST events are fores e to gen-
erate 2 hillion
global audiencesin 150+ terr
and broadeast in 30+ languages.
BLAST eurrently works with lead-
ing game publishers such as Epic
Games, Valve, Riot Games,
KRAFTON and Ubisoft to produce,
market and deliver esports for pop-
ular tifles in Rocket League, Fortnite,
Rainbow PUBG, Dota 2 and
Counter-Strike 2 - with all titles
having a combined active monthly
plaver base of 350+ million. BLAST
is best known for its unparalleled
production quality and game chang-
ing fan-first moments. Bringing to-
gether the best teams and biggest su-
perstars to fight it sut for glory and
multi-million dollar prize pools.
The strategic partnership will form
anew JV entity and it will bring to-

duction expertis
tionships, wide su
ular IPs, and Jio's technology ex-
pertise, unparalleled distribution
reach, and local relationships to
host these events on the JioGames
platform for sustainable growth and
innovation in the industry.

Hockey India trims core group
of women players from 65 to 40

Bengaluru
Hockey India on Wednesday
trimmed the senior women's core
group for the ongoing national
camp to 40 from 63 after evalnating
the performances of the players
over the past two weeks:

The camp began at the Sports
Authority of India centre at Ben-
galuru on March 23.

‘While 28 senior players have re-
tained their spots, 12 new
have been selected in recogn
their impressive performances in
the 15th Senior Women's National
Championship and their efforts in
the first phase of the national camp.

The goalkeeping department has
four familiar names in Savita, Bichu
Devi Kharibam, Bansari Solanki,
and Madhuri Kindo.

They are joined by Samiksha Sax-
ena from Assam, who has been re-
warded for her strong performance
in the national championships.

In defence, eight players from
the existing core group -~ Mahima
Chaudhary, Nikki Pradhan, Sushi-
la Chanu Puklirambam, Udita, Ishi-
ka Chaudhary, Jyoti Chhatri, Jyoti,
and Akshata Abaso Dhekale -- have
been retained.

Besides, Anjna Dungdung from
Bengal and Suman Devi Thoudam
from Manipur have also been in-
cluded in the group.

The midfield continues to fea-
ture experienced names like Vaish-
navi Vitthal Phalke, Neha, Salima
Tete, Manisha Chauhan, Ajmina
Kujur, Sunclita Toppo, Lalremsia-
mi, Sharmila Devi, and Baljeet
Kaur.

Four new players - Sujata Kujur
from Bengal, Mahima Tete and Al-
bela Rani Toppo from Jharkhand,
and Pooja Yaday from UP — have
been inducted following their stand-
out performances.

Deepika Soreng, Navneet Kaur,
Sangita Kumari, Deepika, Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal, Beauty Dungdung,
and Mumtaz Khan, who have con-
sistently delivered strong perform-

In defence, eight players
from the existing core
group -- Mahima Chaud-
hary, Nikki Pradhan,
Sushila Chanu Pukhram-
bam, Udita, Ishika
Chaudhary, Jyoti Chha-
tri, Jyoti, and Akshata
Abaso Dhekale -- have
been retained.

serve the country well over the
long-term," Indian women's hock-
ey team chief coach Harendra Singh
said about the selection.

"I am really excited to see how
these young girls are going to per-
form now in the camp and take
one big step for their future.”

Indian women's hockey team new
4u~memher senior core g

!\ha 'h.lm !!anaan Solanki,

huri Kindo, Samiksha Sa,\en.l‘
Defenders: Muhima Chaudhary,

Nikki Pradhan, Sushila Chanu

ances, have been retained in the for-
ward line.
5 will hr Joined by five new

-~ Dipimonika Toppo from
Udlslm llnu}m Singh from Madhya
Pradesh, Annu and Chandana Ja-
gadish from Karnataka, and Kajal
Sadashiv Atpadkar from Maha-
rashtra.

"We have had some really grand
sessions and testing. The selectors
and the team have done a good job
short-listing the best 40 players
available. After watching the Na-
tional Championships, we believe
we have identified some good talent
talent and I'm sure they are going to

Udita, Ishika Chaud-
¢, dyoti Chhatri, Jyoti, Akshata
50 Dh e, Anjna Dungdung.
Suman Devi Thoudam,

Midfielders: Sujata RKujur,
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke, Neha,
Salima Tete, Manisha Chauhan,
Ajmina Kujur, Sunelita Toppo, Lal-
remsiami, Sharmila Devi, Baljeet
Kaur, Mahima Tete, Albela Rani
Toppo. Pooja Yadav.

Forwards: Dipimonika Toppo,
Hritika Singh, Deepika Soreng,
Niavneet Kaur, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Rutaja Dadaso Pisal, Beau-
tv Dungdung, Mumtaz Khan, Annu,
Chandana Jagadish, Kajal Sadashiv
Atpadkar.
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