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vy commissions

three warships together

W NS Nilgiri, lead ship of P17A frigates; INS Vaghsheer, sixth and final Scorpene Class submarine; and INS Surat,
the three frontline platforms to the nation

Sfourth and final ship of P15B destroyers;

Mumbai

rime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on

Wednesday  said
India is emerging as a
major maritime power,
and being recognised as
a reliable and responsi-
ble partner globally as
he pitched for an open,
secure, inclusive and
prosperous Indo-Pacific
region.

During his day-long
visit to Mumbai, near-
Iy two months after the
BJP-led Mahayuti bloe
stormed back to power
in Maharashtra with a
landslide mandate, the
PM attended the com-

missioning of three na-
val warships, inaugurat-
ed an ISKCON temple
and met ruling alliance
MLAs over lunch,

“We should become a
global partner in secur-
ing the sea from drugs,
weapons, and terrorism,
and make it safe and

rosperous,” he said,
adding India's growing
naval strength is en-
hancing  global confi-
denee in the country.

e was speaking after
three new naval plat-

forms -- a destroyer, a
frigate and a submarine
-- were commissioned at
a ceremony in his pres-
ence at the Naval Dock-
yard.

The commissioning
coinecided with the 77th
Army Day eelebrations.

Pointing out that
three warships were
being commissioned to-
gether for the first time

Ensure separate toilets for
transgenders, disabled: SC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Wednesday
said availability of

public toilets is an im-
portant duty of the state
governments and Un-
ion territories and steps
need to be taken to en-
sure that such facilities
are accessible to all,

Issuing a slew of direc-
tions on a PIL filed by a
lawyer, the apex court
asked all the high courts,
state governments and
UTs to ensure availabili-
ty of separate toilet facil-
ities for males, females,
persons with disabilities
(PwDs), and transgen-
der persons in all court
premises and tribunals
across the country.

A bench of Justices
J B Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan while hear-

Moonrise 813PM  ing the plea said public
Moonset 9:32AM  health is of paramount
importance and crea-
. Today's tion of ad public
Maximum I Minimum  toilets also protects the
20°C 8°C privacy and removes
the threat to women and

19°C I B°C

transgender persons.

"The High Courts shall
oversee and  ensure
that these faci
clearly i i
accessible to Judges, ad-
vocates, litigants, and
court staff.

"For the aforesaid pur-
ose, a committee shall
be constituted in each of
the High Courts under
the chairmanship of a
Judge nominated by the
Chief Justice and mem-
bers comprising the
Registrar  General/Reg-
istrar of the High Court,
the Chief Secretary, the
PWD Secretary and the
Finance Secretary of the
State, a r ive

d: PM dedi

in the country isto-
ry, the Prime Minister
underlined the nation's
progress in defence
production,  maritime
security and economic
growth under the 'At-
manirbhar Bharat' initi-

ative.
The PM reasserted the
country's commitment

to becoming a global
maritime leader. "India

is on its way to l‘ecnmmg
a leading maritime pow-
er and a global economic
force. With modernised
defence capabilities
and a robust shipbuild-
ing ecosystem, we are
opening new doors to
economic growth and
self-reliance," he said.

Noting the strategic
importance of the In-
dian Ocean region, he

emphasised the need to
protect territorial wa-
ters, ensure freedom of
navigation, and secure
trade supply lines.

Modi drew attention
to India's significant
contributions as a mar-
itime nation. "In the In-
dian Ocean region, India
has emerged as the 'first
responder,’ saving hun-
dreds of lives and secur-
ing thousands of crores
worth of national and
international cargo,” he
said,

India's vision of a se-
cure and inclusive In-
do-Pacific region aligns
with its broader global
responsibilities, he said.

"India has always sup-
ported an open, secure,
inclusive and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific region,”
the PM emphasised.

It may be noted that
China has territorial dis-
putes with many coun-
tries in the strategic In-
do-Pacific region.

India's defence produc-
tion has crossed Rs 1.25
lakh crore, with exports
reaching more than 100
countries, he noted.
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GRAP 4 curbs invoked in
Delhi as air quality dips

New Delhi

he Centre's panel
on  Delhi-NCR's
air  quality on

Wednesday invoked
curbs under stage 4 of
the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP)
amid a sharp dip in air
quality due to unfavour-
able metearological con-
ditions, according to an

official order.
Calm winds, low tem-
peratures and foggy

conditions allowed ac-
cumulation of pollutants
in the region, with the
air quality index soaring
from 275 on Tuesday to
3096 at 6 pm on Wednes-

day.

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department and the
Indian Institute of Trop-
ical Meteorology pre-
dicted that the AQI may
breach the 400 mark

soon.

Accordingly, the Com-
mission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM)
directed authorities in
Delhi-NCR to "straight-
way invoke" all actions
under stages 3 and 4
with immediate effect.

Stage 4 ecurbs include
a ban on all construc-
tion activities, entry of
non-essential polluting
trucks into Delhi, and
mandatory shifting of
school classes, except
for classes 10 and 12, to
hybrid mode.

Non-essential ~ diesel

Rajnath for modernizing armed
forces to tackle evolving challenges

Staff Reporter
Pune

overnment is
leaving no stone
unturned to

transform the Armed
Forces into a modern
warfare machine in view
of the dynamic geopo-
litical world order and
the constantly-changing
character of warfare,”
said Raksha Mantri Ra-
jnath Singh during his
address at ‘Gaurav Ga-
tha', an event organised
in Pune on January 15,
2025 as part of the 77th
Army Day celebrations.
Raksha Mantri high-
lighted the increasing
use of unconventional
and asymmetrical meth-
ods in today's warfare,
and exhorted the Armed
Forces to always remain
vigilant and ready to

of the Bar Association
and any other officers as
they deem it fit, within a
period of six weeks," the
bench said. Agency

face any chall

“Conflicts and wars will
become more violent
& unpredictable. The
emergence of non-state
actors in many countries

Army fully ready, capable to deal
with any situation: Gen Dwivedi

Pune
rmy Chief Gen Up-
endra Dwivedi on
Wednesday  said
the situation along the
northern border is sen-
sitive but stable while
asserting that his force
is fully ready and capa-
ble of dealing with any
situation. In his address
at the 77th Army Day
celebrations here, he
also said the ceasefire
is maintained along the
Line of Control (LoC)
but "attempts to infil-

trate continue”.

He said the situation
along the northern bor-
der is sensitive but sta-
ble. "Our Army is fully
ready and capable to
deal with any situation,”

the Army chief said. He
also underlined that
special attention has
been given to developing
modern equipment and
eritical infrastructure at
the northern border.

"We will continue on
the path to make the In-
dian Army a modern, ag-

»
ile, adaptable, technolo-
gy-enabled force," he
asserted. The Army chief
said the 77th Army Day
Parade taking place in
Pune holds ﬁll_-lmcml sig-
nificance as it has been a
place of valour since the
Maratha rule.

The Army Day cele-

HIGHLIGHT

W Gen Dwivedi also un-
derlined that special
attention has been
given to develop mod-
ern equipment and
critical infrastructure
at northern border

bration in Pune reflects
"our deep link" with the
heritage of the region,
he said. Pune hosted the
celebrations for the first
time. The Army Day Pa-
rade (ADP) took place
at Bombay Engineers
Group (BEG) and Cen-
tre here which comes
under the Army's South-
ern Command.
Agency

and their resorting to

terrorism is also a mat-
ter of concern. Due to
the rapid technological
advancements, future
wars witness a change
to a great extent. Cyber
and space domains are
rapidly emerging as new
war zones. Along with
this, a war of narrative as
well as perception is also
being fought all over the
world. The military must
focus on holistic capaci-
ty building and reforms,”
said Rajnath Singh.

Raksha Mantri

em-

phasised on the need
of a robust secus
tem, strong, military and
secure borders to real-
ise Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi's vision
m" Viksit Bharat by 2047.
asserted that the
MI istry of Defence
(MoD) is constantly
striving to bolster the
strength of the Armed
Forces by equipping
them with the latest
weapons & platforms,
and the focus is on
modernisation through
self-reliance.

Raksha Mantri ech-
oed the Government’s
emphasis on the fact
that a strong military is
a must to ensure peace.

Highlighting the
giant strides made
towards attaining
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in de-
fence  manufacturing,
Rajnath Singh stated
that  without self-re-
liance, India cannot
achieve strategic au-
tonomy. “A country like
India cannot depend on
other countries for its
security. Today, we are
not only manufactur-
ing military equipment
on Indian soil, but are
exporting them. Domes-
tic defence production
touched the record fig-
ure of Rs 1.27 lakh crore
in the last financial year,
while defence exports,
which were around Rs
2,000 crore a decade
ago, crossed the record
hgu.re of Rs 21,000
crore,” he said.
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India’s exports contract 1% to $38.01 bn

in December, trade deficit at $21.94 bn
7
%

New Delhi

ndia's trade deficit

narrowed to $21.94

billion in December
after last month's shock-
ing surge to a lifetime
high on the back of mis-
caleulations in gold im-
ports, government data
showed on Wednesday.

Exports  contracted
for the second month
in a row by about one
per cent year-on-year
to $38.01 billion due
to global uncertain-
ties, while imports rose
by about 5 per cent to
$59.95 bllhcm

Key export sectors,
including petroleum,
gems and jewellery, and
chemicals, have regis-
tered negative growth
during the month under
review.

Perm!eum

produc

HIGHLIGHT

® During April-Decem-
ber this financial year,
exports increased
by 1.6 per cent to
$321.71 billion and im-
ports by 5.15 per cent
to $532.48 billion.

Cumulatively, during

p have
by 28.62 per cent to
$4.91 billion last month,

During the first nine
months of this fiscal also,
these exports contracted.
by 20.84 per cent year-
on-year to $49 billion.

l Towever,  textil les,

April-Dx this fis-
cal, exports recorded a
growth of 1.6 per cent to
$321.71 l:Jllmn and im-
ports by 5.15 per cent to
$532.48 hillion.

Trade deficit, the dif-
ference between imports
and sxpurts during

in,
nce and marine proﬁ
ucts recorded healthy
growth in December
2024.

April-De wid-
ened to $210.77 bi
from $189.74 billion
during the same period
previous fiscal. Agency

trucks are prohibited
from entering Delhi,
while Delhi-registered
BS-IV and older die-
sel-run heavy  goods
vehicles are banned, ex
cept for essential servic-
es under Stage 4.

CAQM  on Wednes-
day issued a notice to
declare the change in
GRAP measures where
they mentioned that
the Sub Committee on
GRAP has decided to
invoke all actions under
Stage-II1 (‘Severe Air
Quality of Delhi) & also
Stage-IV (‘Severe+' Air
Quality of Delhi) of ex-
tant Schedule of GRAP,
with immediate effect
in Delhi-NCR to prevent
further deterioration of
the air quality and keep-
ing in mind the Supreme
Court's earlier directives.
The Stage-l and II ac-
tions are already in force.

Agency

Father kills

woman for
refusing to
marry as
cops stand
outside

Gwalior
A 20 r-old  wom-

an was allegedly shot
dead in Gwalior city
by her father and her
cousin for refusing to
marry the man chosen
by them even as police
officials were present
right outside the house,
a senior official said on
Wednesday.

The accuﬁed alleged-
Iy pumped four bullets
into the body of Tanu
Gurjar, the vietim, po-
lice said.

The incident took
place in Gola ka Mandir
area on Tuesday night,
said City Superinten-
dent of Police Nagen-
dra Singh Sikarwar.

"The vietim was to get
married on January 18,
but she was not ready
to marry the man cho-
sen by her family," he
said.

There were heated ar-
guments between the
woman and her parents
on Tuesday niglht, Lo-
cal police came to know
about the tense situa-
tion, and two constables
including 2 woman cop
reached the spot to in-
tervene, the official said.

As there was wed-
ding atmosphere in
the house, the police
personnel chose to stay
outside and keep an
eye on the situation, he
said.

While the relatives
tried to pacify the wom-
an and her parents, her
father Mahesh Singh
Gurjar (45) flew into
rage. He and his neph-
ew Rahul then allegedly
shot Tanu with a coun-
try-made firearm and a
pistol, the official said.
She suffered four bullet
injuries. Agency




Indian Navy
commissions
three war-
ships together

CONT FROM PAGE-1

“In the last decade, 39
of the 40 naval vessels
inducted were built in
Indian shipyards, reflect-
ing our commitment to
‘Mike in India’," he said.

Referring to the Na-
vy's adoption of indige-
nous symbols inspired
by the 17th century Mar-
atha warrior king Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj
Modi said, “This reflects
our resolve to free our-
selves from colonial leg-
acies while embracing
our heritage.”

Earlier, the PM wit-
nessed the commission-
ing of warships INS Su-
rat, INS Nilgiri, and INS
Vaghsheer.

INS Nilgiri, the lead
ship of the Project 17A
stealth frigate class, is
equipped with advanced
steallih technology and
reduced radar signa-
tures, making it a signif-
icant advancement over
its predecessors.

INS Surat, the final
vesse| of the Project 158
stealth destroyer class,
enhances the Navy's
surface fleet with im-
provements in design
and capability.

INS Vaghsheer, the
6th submarine under
the Scorpene-class Pro-
Ject 75, is designed for
roles such as anti-sur-
face warfare, anti-sub-
marine warfare, and in-
telligence gathering.

In the evening, the PM
travelled to Kharghar in

oining Navi Mum-
bai to inaugurate an
ISKCON  (International
Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness) temple.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, he said India's
spiritual culture is deep-
ly rooted in the spirit of
service and his govern-
‘ment has been working
selflessly for people's
welfare for more than a
decade.

Rajnath for
modernizing
armed forces to
tackle evolving
challenges

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Raksha Mantri enu-
merated the steps taken
by the Government to
promote  self-reliance,
including the notifica-
tion of positive indigeni-
sation lists of over 5,500
items. He stated that
MoD is moving ahead at
an unprecedented pace
and in a planned man-
ner towards making the
defence sector strong
and ‘Aatmanirbhar’.

Raksha Mantri paid
tributes to the coun-
try’s brave soldiers who
made the supreme sacri-
fice in the service of the
motherland while safe-
guarding the borders
with unmatched val-
our & commitment. He
commended the Indian
Army personnel for pro-
tecting the nation from
external threats, and
playing a crucial role
in dealing with internal
challenges & natural
disasters.

On the occasion, Rak-
sha Mantri virtually laid
the foundation stone for
the Army Paralympic
Node, which will be es-
tablished at Dighi, Pune.
Ile expressed confi-
dence that the Node will
inspire the Divyang sol-
diers of the Indian Army
to participate in inter-
national events such as
Paralympics, Common-
wealth & Asian Para
Games and bring laurels
to the nation.

Rajnath  Singh also
launched the Bharat
Ranbhoomi Darshan
App, through which the
people of the country
will be able to visit his-
torical war zones easily
and learn about them.

Agency
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Indian Army celebrates its 77th Army Day
with military splendor & solemnity at Pune

B General Upendra Dwivedi, as the Reviewing Officer; took the salute during the spectacular parade, which was
commanded by Major General Anurag Vij, General Officer Commanding, Dhakshin Maharashtra and Goa Sub Area.

Abhl%hek Byahut

he lndl.m Army

celebrated its 77th

Army Day with
military splendor and
solemnity at the Bombay
Engineers Group and
Centre Parade Ground
in Pune, Maharashtra,
on 15th January 2025.

Nepal Army band,
an all-girl marching
team from the NCC, an
all-women Agniveer
contingent, and a set
of ‘robotic mules” were
among the key attrac-
tions in the prestigious
parade.

This marks the third
occasion that the Army
Day Parade was held
outside Delhi, following
the decision to bring
this prestigious event to
other parts of the coun-
try. For the Southern
Command, this is the
second time the parade
has been hosted under
its aegis, the first being
in Bangalore in 2023.

The event was attend-
ed by various military
and civil dignitaries in-
cluding General Anil
Chauhan, Chief of De-
fenceStaff.

The parade com-
menced with a Wreath
Laying ceremony at the
Command War Memo-
rial, where General Up-
endra Dwivedi, Chief of
Army Staff (COAS), paid
tribute to the brave sol-
diers who had made the
supreme sacrifice for the
nation.

General Upendra
Dwivedi, as the Review-
ing Officer, took the sa-
lute during the spectac-
ular parade, which was
eomman; by Major
General Anurag  Vij,
General Officer Com-
manding, Dhakshin Ma-
harashtra and Goa Sub
Area.

The 77th Army Day
Parade was marked
by the presentation of
52 prestigious awards.
Among the highlights
were 15 Sena Medals
(GaIIamn‘). including

éao‘;thnmuus awards,

37 Chief of Army
qmﬁ' (COAS) Unit Ap-
preciations, which rec-

outstanding

efforts of units across
the command.

In his address to the
troops, General Up-
endra Dwivedi, COAS
extended his heartfelt
greetings to all ranks of
the Indian Army, their
families, veterans, war
widows and civil defence
personnel.

The COAS also pre-
sented the Veterans
Achievers Award to sev-

7Reg:i mental Centre, B

gaum, Artillery Centre
Nashik, Army Ordnance
Regimental Centre, Se-
cunderabad, Mecha-
nised Infantry Regimen-
tal Centre, Ahilya Nagar,
Madras Regimental
Centre, Wellington, the
BEG Centre, Khadki and
the mounted Army Ser-
vice Corps Horse Con-
tingent.

In a remarkable first,
two special contingents

eral distinguished indi-
viduals, including Colo-
nel (Dr) and Mrs Ratan
Kumar Mukherjee, Lieu-
tenant Colonel and Mrs
Monish Ahuja and Ha-
valdar and Mrs Bajrang
Nimb:

This recogmhon cele-
brated their significant
contributions to society
after retirement, hon-
ouring their continued
service in various fields
such as education, en-
trepreneurship and so-
cial work.

The parade featured an
impressive march-past
with eight distinguished
marching contingents,
representing  various
Centers,

Regimental
including the Maratha

Cong'’s ‘ugly truth’
exposed by its own
leader: Nadda

New Delhi

Rahul Gandhi’s remarks
that “we are now fighting
the BJP, the RSS and the
Indian state itself” trig-
gered a row on Wednes-
day, with BJP leldeu( J
P Nadda claiming that the
Congress’ “ugly truth” has
been exposed by its own
leader.

Nadda alleged on X
that it is not a secret
that Gandhi and his eco-
system have close links
with wrban naxals and
the deep state who want
to “defame, demean and
diseredit” India.

He said Gandhi's re-
peated actions have also
strengthened this belief,

Everything he has
done or said has been in
the direction of breaking
India and dividing our
society, Nadda said.

Speaking at the in-
auguration of the new
huilding of the Congress
party’s  headquarters,
Gandhi had said earlier
said that the BJP and the
RSS have captured every

single institution of our
country.

He added, “We are
now fighting the BJP,
the RSS and the Indi-
an state itself.” Iitting
back, Nadda said, “ITid-
den no more, Congress’
ugly truth now stands
exposed by their own
leader™.

“T ‘compliment’ Mr.
Rahul Gandhi for saying
clearly what the nation
knows- that he is fight-
ing the Indian state!” he
said.

The BJP president
charged that the Con-
gress has a history of
encouraging all those
forces who want a weak
India.

“Their greed for pow-
er meant compromising
the nation’s integrity
and betraying the trust
of the people,” Nadda
said, adding, people of
India are wise, and they
have decided they will
always reject Rahul Gan-
dhi and his rotten ideol-
ogy.

d in the pa-
rade the Women Ag-
niveer Contingent from
the Corps of Military Po-
lice, symbolising the in-
creasing role of women in
the Indizn Army, and the
Girl's NCC Contingent
from Maharashtra Direc-
torate. These contingents
reflected the progress and
inclusivity of the Indian
Armed Forces.

A fly-past by Suk-
hoi aircraft and Army
helicopters further en-
hanced the grandeur of
the parade.

The parade also hon-
oured Param Vir Chakra
and Ashok Chakra awar-
dees, including Tonor-
ary Captain Yogendra
Singh Yadav, PVC, Sub

jjor Sanjay Kumar,
PVC nnd Colonel DS-
reeram  Kumar (Ashok
Chakra), who attend-
ed the event as distin-
guished guests.

A highlight of the
Army Day Parade was
the performance by the
Joint Armed Forces Mil-
itary Band, conducted
by Sub Major Prakash
Chand Joshi.

For the first time, the
Nepal Army Band also
participated in the pa-
rade, symbolising the
synergy and deep cul-
tural bonds between the
Indian and Nepali army.

howitzer, the BMP-2
Sarath infantry eombat
vehicleand the formida-
ble T-go tanks, symbol-
ising the strength and
versatility of the Indian
Army.

'lhe parade featured
a range of innovations,
including the Robotic
Mule, a quadrupedal un-
manned ground vehicle
designed for reconnais-
sance and perimeter se-
curity, and the Swathi
Weapon Locating Radar,
which enhances the Ar-
my’s ability to track hos-
tile artillery and ensure
precise counterfire.

The Sarvatra Bridg-
ing System, an indige-
nous rapid-deployment
assault bridge, and the
Multi-Barrel Rocket Sys-
tem also made a notable
appearance, emphasis-
ing the Army’s capabil-
ity to respond swiftly
and efficiently in diverse
combat scenarios.

Another groundbreak-
ing highlight was the
ATOR Nizoo - All-Ter-
rain Vehicle, an amphib-
ious vehicle capable of
seamlessly  operating
ACross  swamps, snow,
and water bodiesand
the Vehicle Mounted
Infantry Mortar System
(VMIMS), designed for
quick deployment and
precise targeting, focus-
singon agility and accu-
racy in modern combat.

In line with its for-
ward-looking approach,
the parade also featured
Drone Jammer Systems
to counter UAV threats
and Mobile Communi-
mtlon Nodes to ensure

77th Army Day Parade

T-90 Bhishma tanks 6n dispiay during the 77th Army Day
Parade, at khadki in Pune, Wednesday.

" Pinaka, amulti-barrel rocket launcher, on display during the.
77th Army Day Parade, at Khadki in Pune, Wednesday,

women in the Indian Army.

In a remarkable first, Agniveer women’s marching
contingent participated In the Army Day Parade at Pune
on January 15 furthering the remarkable journey 'of

Advt Contact
9618-199941

Their per add- cor

ed a unique touch to the  tion in remote and diffi-
event, highlighting the  cult terrains.

enduring friendship and The parade further
cooperation between the  included inspiring tab-
two nations. leaus such as Indian Ar-

The 77th Army Day
Parade also witnessed
an impressive array of
vehicle mounted con-
tingents, equipment and
cutting-edge  technol-
ogies, showcasing the
Indian Army’s advance-
ments and preparedness
for modern warfare.

Among the highlight-
ed equipment were the
K-g Vajra self-propelled

Mission Olympics
initiative, Role of Vet-
erans in Nation-Build-
ing, Army’s initiatives
toward Net Zero Car-
bon Emissions and the
Technological Infusion
tableau were a major
highlight that reflected
the Indian Army’s com-
mitment to technology
absorption and nation-
building.

Rajesh Bhardwaj appointed
as Chairman of WCIA

New Delhi

DCCI Chairman, Corpo-

rate Affairs & Commu-
nication (PD & Wheel-
chair) Rajesh Bhardwaj
apmmted as Chairman of
Ichair Cricket India
Association (WCILA)
Wheelchair Cricket In-
dia Association (WCIA)
is dedicated to the wel-
fare of disabled play-
ers playing wheelchair
cricket in the country,
WCIA  President and
Joint Secretary of DCCI
Squadron Leader Ab-
hay Pratap Singh (Retd)
appointed DCCI Chair-
man Corporate Affairs
& Communication Mr.
Rajesh Bhardwaj as the
new Chairman of Wheel-
chair Cricket India Asso-
ciation (WCIA), on the
ZILISpICIDLlE day of Makar

Squadmn Leader Ab-
hay Pratap Singh (Retd)
visited Rajesh Bhard-
waj's residence in Noi-
da and handed over the
appointment letter to
him for this post and
expressed hope that Mr.
Bhardwaj will work tire-
lessly for the upliftrment
of players playing wheel-
chair cricket and will
take the sport and the
players to new heights.

It is worth noting that
Mr. Rajesh Bhardwaj
took charge of the post
of Chairman, Corporate
Affairs and Communi-
cation of the Differently
Abled Cricket Council of

T) on 4 Janu-
ary 2024, DCCI is a sup-
port body of the Board of
Control for Cricketin In-
dia (BCCI), the govern-
ing body of cricket in the
country. Since assuning
this post, he has made
many efforts for the wel-
fare of differently abled
players. The Differently
Abled Cricket Council of
India (DCCI) is working
ta promote differently
abled players under the
able leadership of ICC
Chairman Mr Jay Shah.

Under his leadershi
DCCI has  successful
organised 2 Physica
Disabled Cricket Series.
A a-match Physically
Disabled Cricket Se-
ries was held between
the teams of India and
England in Ahmedabad
from 26 January 2024
to 6 February 2024, in
which the Indian team

won 3-0. After this, the
Sri Lankan wheelchair
cricket team visited In-
dia from 11 June 2024
2024 and a

to 16 June

was organized in Greater
Noida, In this series, the
Indian team won with a

margin of 5- 0.

Apart from this, a na-
tional tournament of
teams from 24 states
was organized in Udai-
pur between 15 October
and 25 October, 2024.
Currently the PD Cham-
pions Trophy of 4 coun-
tries is also going on in
Sri Lanka between 11
January to 21 January,
which includes disabled
teams of England, Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka apart
from India. Mr. Rajesh
Bhardwaj is going to
tour Sri Lanka on 18
January.

Along with this, DCCI
is organizing the 4th Na-
tional Wheelchair Cricket
Championship 2025 from
5 February to 15 Febru-
ary 2025 at Atal Bihari
Vajpayee  Handicap)
Sports Training Center in
Gwalior. This champion-
ship will include 18 teams.
representing 18  states
in which more than 250
elite wheelchair crick-
et players will showcase
their skills.

Shri Rajesh Bhardwaj
believes that these phys-
ically disabled children
playing ericket should get
the same sports facilities
as the main cricket team,
He wants these children
to get coaching like Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma,
five-star hotels like them
for their stay, air-condi-
tioned buses like the In-
dian team for their trans-
portation.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at luge is infarmed that my
client Sh Amit %0 Late Madan Rin
H Mol 269, MCD Flats, Awantika,
Sector 1, Rohinl, New Delhi 110085
My client has hroken off relationship
with kin younger hrother numely
Bunty 5o Late Sh Madan and sister
in law (vousger Drothers wife)
namely Sonu W/o Sh Bunty both
Rio Mahavir Enclave, Palam. New
Dxlhi dus 1o personal diffsrences,
ematic and  disturbing  behavior
with my cliem to my elient and his
fumily. My client does not wish to
ave any kind of relationship with
the ' future.

B.D. Pandey

Advocate

Cli No, 750, Dwarks Court
Comples, See-10, Dwarika, New
Dethi-75. Mob. 9871321615

BLIC NOTICE

Public af lurge s betby infomed
that my clients Sh R K Malhotra
b K. Malhotra and his
ma Malhotra and  their
Privanks Rio L&Y 774,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110008 have
seveted all their relutionn with
their son/brother numely Ramesh
Malhatra and bis wife Megha knee
#egfia Sachdeva ind have :

PUBLIC NOTICE

“That i to certfy that my elient Mr.
Ramesh Chand Sharma §io 5t

Tua Chand Sharma Along with
s wile Mrs_Bhamw

Tilang Pur Kotla Vihar-1
New Delhi-110043. B
Has Debarred and Disowned their
Children’s Namely Sunay Sharms
@ Yopesh Elder Som
b wife Kajal @ Kavitn and their
Youriger son Shivam Shatma From
Immediate effect from all their
mosuble und immavable proprties
due 1o his disrespectiul behavior
and being out of contro) und have
Severed all their relation with him,
If anyhody deals in any manner he/
bz shall do st hisher own rsks and.
consequences. My client shall not bi
lishle or responsible for the same in
any masnes

Yogesh Rohilla

Advocate

Ch No, 835, Dwarka Court,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075

M. $556807632

PUBLIC NOTICE

1T is 1o infirm 1o lic ot
targe thit 1, HAMIT SEHGAL anit
PRATEEK ARORA is l\u- ket
af propesty no. 26, Area
Yds oul of Khasra N
623 yillsze Niwads, Dellj, colony
known s Mohan Garden. Block
N Hn Utiam nagar New delhi-

ATS and Will datad 16/06/2:
purchuse from Vinod kumar Kobali
In ' this property there is no SMC
of Urmila Kobli Sh. Vinod
kel in favour of her legal hairs
er kobliCson), st lsha

them from all their movesble und
immaveable propertics, a5 they arc
ot under lhe control of my thove
sald lients. Any person desling with
above said Ramesh Malhotea and his
wifle Megha Knee Megha Malhotra,
shall be doing 30 ot his/het their oW
risks and responsibilities and my
clients shall not be respdnsible for
sheir actfs), deed(s) and misdeed(s)

Kiran Shah
Advoeate

Rio RZ 47145, Tagdambn Vikar,
West-Sagarpur, New Delhi46

PUBLIC NOTICE

Known 1o all that my client Sh
Arun Kumar Vema  owner of
SECOND FLOOR BACK SIDE,
WITHOOUT ROOF  RIGHTS,
PLOT NO. C43 & C-#, ARE
MEASURING 40 SQ. YDS. YDS.

RA NO.  373,VILLAGE
BINDAPUR, COLONY SANIAY
UTTAM  NAGAR.

NEW BELHINOBSY and  Sho
Arun Kumar Verma S/ Balkishan
Dass Verma purchased aforesaid
property from Vikrant Trading &
Construction 4. ey its prop. Sh
Vikas Tyngi (Share 75 %) & 2) Sh
Decpak Dixit (Share 23 %) GPA.
ATS, and WILL dated 04,05 2023,
and it is informed that any deal
with said documents by nuy persan
cxcept my said clint and suid
intitution regarding said propenty,
shall be deemed ai null and void. It
amy person having any claim, right
i said property then he may contact
and handover the same and apprise
his claim 10 undessigned within |
das of this publication.

Dhananjal Kumar

Adyocate

Chamber No.635 Dwarka Court
New Delhi-110075

Mob: 9610593498

Malhotm (Diughter) and Vinod
Kumar kohti (Husband) due 10 this
documents 1 am grving the news
paper publication

I any body having any type of
elaimright Yitle linterest over the
sd property may miorm withn 7
days from today,

Dhananjai Kumar

Adwocate

Chamber No.635 Dwarka Court
New Delhi-110075

Moh; 9810593498

PUBLIC NOTIGE

1t 50 imform 1o the public notice at
farge that | Md Noushad 8/0 Mahd
Najir, that T um the owner of the
3RD FLOOR FRONT SIDE RHS.
WITH ROOF RIGHTS AREA 45
$Q YARDS OUT OF PROPERTY
BEARING NO-2i, NEW NO-
21C (ADJOINING T PLOT NO-
21/B) AND 21/B, (BETWEEN
PLOT NO2VA & 21T) OUT OF
KHASRA NO-66/13, VILLAGE
HASTS. COLONY OM VIHAR
PHASE-V, UTTAM NAGAR NEW
BELHI-1005

1 know that the death certificate of

and probate of
§, Labh Singh 50 8. Ashy mgm
favour of S, Narinder Singh S0 S
Labh Singh respect of subject plot
meusuring 100 g yds. out of 300
e yds

if any persan having amy type of
e intezest over the
jperty may inform in writing.
days from today. Saisl
m ‘w\» is fiee from all type of
Encumbrance lien ele.

elaimright
. m]

Dhananjai Kumar
Advocate

Chamber No 638 Dwarks Court
New Delhi-110075

Mob: 9816393498
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Delhi witnesses season's first intense
fog spell, IMD issues orange alert

Rules made
strict to prevent
cheating in
board exams
Noida
To prevent cheating m UP
Board's high schoeol and in-
termediate examinations
and to make the examina-
tion process transparent,
the rules for appointment of
room inspectors have been
made strict.

At each cen-

New Delhi

ense fog engulfed

parts of the na-

tional eapital on

Wednesday,
marking the season’s first
intense fog spell lasting three
hours, which disrupted the
schedules of over 100 flights
and 26 trains due to low vis-
ibility.

The fog

tre, 50 percent room in-
spectors will be deployed
from internal schools and
The room inspectars will be
issued an ID card with a
QR code. The computerised
identity card with QR code
will contain information
such as name, place of duty,
photo, name of school, grad-
uation subject, subject of
teaching, post, mobile num-
ber etc.
Thmvmlmt]mndmoxtth
left for the board e

duced v:mbx].lty du.rmg xhe
momning hours, improved
slightly in between and then
onee again shrouded the city
as evening approached.
"Delhi experienced very
dense fog on the moming of
January 15, with visibility
dropping to zero at Safdar-
jung and IGI Airport from
8:30 am, persisting until
11:30 am,” the TMD stated.
“This was the season’s first
instance of dmsu fog, ‘md

tions to begin. Aro\md
41,800 students of high
sehool and intermediate will
take part in the examination.
There will be 22,130 stu-
dents in class 10th and
19,760 students in class 12th.

District school inspector
Dr. Dharamvir Singh said
that the security arrange-

CAT-I o

beyond 9:30 am, with RVR
atIGI Airport runways rang-
ing between 75-300 meters
during the peak fog period,”

itadded.

By 12:30 pm, visibility had
slightlyimproved to 250 me-
ters at Safdarjung andd 400
meters at IGI Airport
(Palam), with moderate fog
prevailing at that time.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued

an orange alert for Delhi,
with dense to very dense fog
reported in several areas.
An orange alert is issued
for bad weather that can dis-
rupt rail and road services.
The minimum tempera-
ture dropped to 6 degrees
Celsius, 14 degrees below

Congress chief Devender Yadav
files nomination from Badli

ments at the centres have

been i d further. New Delhi

All principals havebeen in-  Delhi Congress chief and
structed to put all the party candidate from Badli
arrangements in order. A constituency Devender Ya-
separate contml mom willbe  dav on Wednesday filed his
set up for each block, nomination papers for the
through which the centres  February 5 Assembly polls,
will be monitored 24 hours  He declared a net worth of
aday, Rs 46.85 core,

Scared of Delhi
Congress, AAP
changing
candidates

Yadav has Rs 3.37 crore
as movable assets, includ-
ing four cars, and over Rs
15.36 lakh in cash. His wife
has movable assets of Rs
2.05 crore which includes
1,250 grams of gold. He
has liabilities of Rs 1.81
erore.

normal, while the maximum
temperature was recorded
at 181 degrees Celsius, 1.8
degrees below normal.
'T‘he weather (lepﬂrtmem
caution, saying, “Dri-
vers should use fog lights
and exercise exireme care
while on the road. Travellers

should stay in touch with
airlines, railways, and state
transport authorities for up-

Kejriwal files
nomination from New
Delhi constituency

New Delhi
AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednes-

peaple of Delhi know who
will provide better gover-
nance.

dates on schedules.” The day filed his nomination “People know who can
IMD had also predicted light  from New Delhi ituen-  provide leadershi co-
rain or drizzle during the  cy for the upcoming assem-  ple will decide,” she said.
y. bly elections andurged peo-  Kejriwal has held the New
‘The humidity level fluctu-  ple to vote based on work  Delhi seat since 2013. He is
ated between 97 per cent  and not “abuses™. pitted against BJP's Parvesh

and 95 per cent.

For Thursday, the weath-
erdepartment has predicted
clondy skies with light rain
and dense fog conditions.
The minimum temperature
is expected to settle around
10degrees Celsius, while the
maximum is likely to hover
around 17 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, the 24-hour
air quality average in the
city stood in the “very poor”
category, with a reading of
386.

An AQIbetweenzero and
50 is considered “good™, 51
and 100 “satisfactory”, 101
and 200 “moderate”, 201
and 300 “poor”, 301 and
400 “very poor”, and 401
and 500 “severe”.

2 youths held for raping
girl on pretext of
birthday celebration

lakh, while his wife’s wasRs ~ stituencies.
25.94lakh during the same It also exposes the AAP's Gurugram
period. Yadav has one nonperformanceinthelast Police have arrested two
pending criminal case. 11 years as the party has  youths forallegedly raping a
He had i ble as-  been misleadingthe people  14-year-old girl at a guest
sets worth Rs 34.71 crore in+ with false promises, Yadav  house under the pretext of a
2020 and his wifehad Rs 1 said. birthday celebration, police
erore of immovable assets. Yadav said he has always  said on Wednesday.
Yadavhad Rs 4.94 crore of  been blessed and loved by The incident occurred on
movable assets, while his  the people of Badli who  Sunday night when the rape

wife had Rs 1.30 crore of
movable assets during the
last nomination.

Taking on Aam Aadmi
Party chief Arvind Kejriw-
al, he claimed that the for-
mer Delhi chief minister
was scared of the Congress'
poll guarantees and has
therefore, changed the AAP
candidates from Hari Nagar
and Narela Assembly con-

Delhi CEO flags off autos on
voter awareness campalgn

party’s non perform-
ance in the past 11
years after misleading
the people with false
promises, the Delhi
Congress said in a
statement.

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The Delhi Congress here
on Wi v accused the
AAP of changing its candi-
dates, saying scared of Del-
hi Congress’ gurantees for
the people of Delhi ahead
of the assembly elections
and the strong, experi-
enced candidates named
by the Congress, the AAP
party is changing its can-
didates.

A scared former CM
Arvind Kejriwal today
changed the Aam Aadmi
Party candidates for the
Hari Nagar and \hle]a as-
sembly consti

Ascared former oV Yadav'stotalimmovable
Arvind Keiriwal 1043y 15 icomme for the e
changed the Aam year2023-24 was Rs 70.47
Aadmi Party candi-
dates for the Hari
Nagar and Narela as-
sembly constituencies,

. New Delhi
which exposed his Chief Hlectoral Officer (CEO)

of Delhi R Alice Vaz, on
‘Wednesday, flagged off a
fleet of specially designed
autos with an aim to pro-
mote voter awareness ahead
of thefortheoming Assembly
elections.

These antoswill tour all 70
Assembly constituencies of
Delhi spreading the mes-
sage of the irnpurlanm of
voting and encouraging cit-
izens to actively participate in
the democratic process.
Morethan 3,000 auto-rick-
shaws have been deployed
forthis awareness campaign.

Speaking on the occasion,
Vazsaid, “Voting is not just
a right but a responsibility
that strengthens the foun-
dation of democracy.
Through this campaign, we
hope to inspire every eligible
voter in Delhi to come for-
ward and make their voice
heard.”

The autos, ﬂdnmed with
vibrant poster:

which expnscd his party's
non performance in the
past 11 years after mis-
leading the people with
false promises, the Delhi
Congress said in a state-
ment. Delhi Congress
president Devender Yadav
said that till now, Kejriwal
was creating a false narra-
tive, but now he and the
BJP leaders had realised
that people were rooting
for the Congress, and the
AAP and the BJP were
staring at certain defeat as
they had squandered the
past 11 years in charges
and counter charges with-
out addressing the prob-
lems of the people.Yadav
said that while Kejriwal
was changing his candi-
dates, the people of Dethi
have resolved to throw him
out of power, as you cannot
fool the peaple all the time
with empty rhetoric.

will serve as mobile aware-
ness units, disseminating in-
formation about voting pro-
cedures, polling dates, and

the importance of every sin-
glevote. This innovative ap-
proach is part of a broaderef-
fort by the Election Com-
mission to ensure maximum
voter turnout and inclusive
participation in the upcom-
ing elections.

Earlier, recognising the
growing threat of misinfor-
mation, disinformation and
fake news, especially dur-
ing Assembly elections, the
CEO launched a dedicated
Myth Vs Facts Register. This
initiative aims to safeguard
the integrity of the electoral
process by providing a reli-
able repository of verified
information related to elec-
tions in India.

She said, “This initiative is
a significant step towards
safeguarding Delhi voters
from the harmful effects of
fake news.

elected him on four occa-
sions as the legislator and
municipal councillor. He
asserted that he never failed
in honouring his responsi-
bilities and ensuring the
development of the con-
stituency.

He said Kejriwal was an
imposter who wears over-
sized shirts and broleen ship-
pers to mislead the people.

Sonia inaugurates Cong

New Delhi

The Congress new head-
quarters located at 9A, Kot~
la Road here was inaugu-
rated on Wednesday, as the
grand old party turned a
page in its history after op-
erating from its iconic 24,
Akbar Road premises for
the last 47 years.

Congress parliamentary
party chief Sonia Gandhi in-
augurated the plush five-
storey building in the pres-
ence of party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, for-
mer party chief Rahul
Gandhi, and general secre-
taries Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Jairam Ramesh and
KC Venugopal, among oth-
er senior leaders.

Indira Gandhi Bhawan,
constructed by L&T and
designed by Hafeez Con-
tractor, narrates the tale of
the party’s 139-year-old his-
tory with its walls adorning
pictures from the freedom
struggle to the party’s gov-
ernance achievements.

“The five principles of the
Congress — democracy, na-
tionalism, secularism,
clusive growth and justice
— are inscribed on one of

survivor reportedly left her
home without informing her
parents. She left with her
friend Anshu to celebrate
Avinash's birthday at a guest
house, police said.

The main accused,
Avinash raped the girl after
Anshu left the venue, police
said.

The survivor, studying in
Class 8, returned home on

the walls of the building.

As one enters the build-
ing, the wall in front adorns
the pictures of the party’s
first president W C Bener-
jee and current chief
Kharge.

‘While BR Ambedkar’s
picture with an inspira-
tional quote adorns a wall,
several other rare pictures
showeasing India’s struggle
for independence and the
Congress leaders’ contri-
bution are also put up
across the five storeys.

From Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel to Subhas Chan-
dra Bose and from Ra-
bindranath Tagore to Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, their

Man killed in drunken brawl in Delhi, juvenile among 4 held

New Delhi
Four people, including a ju-
venile, were held for allegedly
stabbing a man to death in
south Delhi following a
drunken brawl, police said on
‘Wednesday.

The victim, identified as
Saif alias Golu (29), was a
tesident of Sangam Vihar
with a criminal background.
According to police, Saif was
a known offender atthe Tigri
Police Station and had been
externed due to hisinvolve-
mentin more than five crim-
inal cases.

Despite this, he was hiding
in a rented flat in the Tigri
area,

“On January 12, Saif was

-
-

drinking with Nitesh, Ab-
hishek, Deepu and a juvenile
— at his rented flat,” police
said. Saif reportedly began
humiliating others, leading to
a verbal spat that quickly
escalated into a physical al-
tercation.

A\

One of the accused
stabbed Saif multiple times
before fleeing the scene, po-
lice added. A PCR call alert-
ed the police to the mcldenl
on January 13: Ir

-
“On January 12, Saif

Monday morning and in-
formed her family whothen
approached the police.

Both the accused, aged
around 20 years, were ar-
rested on Wednesday.
Avinash is a resident of
Gandhi Nagar in Gurugram
while Anshu lives in Shivji
Park, a senior police officer
said.

contributions are high-
lighted.

The party’s 139-year his-
tory is showcased through-

Before filing his nomina-
tion papers, Kejriwal, ac-
companied by his wife Suni-
ta, offered prayers at Hanu-
man and Valmiki temples.
He then led a‘padyatra’ fram
the AAP office to the New
Delhi district magistrate's
office, where he filed his
nomination.

Hundreds of AAP work-
ers, carrying party flags,
walked with the former chief
minister.

After filing his nomina-
tion, Kejriwal exuded confi-
dence that the AAP would re-
‘turn to power in Delhi.

“AAP will form the gov-
ernment with full majori-
ty," he told reporters.

I want to request the peo-
ple of Delhi to vote based on
work and not abuses,” he
said.

Attacking the BJP, Kejri-
wal said the party has novi-
sion, no chief ministerial
face and no narrative.

“They are not telling what
work they will do in the next
five years. People of Delhi
cannot be bought with a pair
of shoes, people are seeing
what the BJP is doing,” he
said.

On reporisabout a threat
to his life froma pro-Khalis-
tani outfit, the AAP leader
said God was with him.

“Jako rakhe saivan maar
sake na koye (Those pro-
tected by God cannot be
killed by anyone). God is
with me. One lives as long as
their lifeline. The day one’s
lifeline ends, God calls
them,” he told reporters af-
ter offering prayers at the
Prachin Hanuman temple.

Sunita Kejriwal said the

's new Kotla Road HQs

and Manmohan Singh’s
welfare schemes.

The library in the build-
ing is named after Man-
mohan Singh who passed
away last mon!

The event saw party lead-
ers hoist the party flag at
the new headquarters and
the singing of Vande Ma-
tram and the national an-
them. Sonia Gandhi then
inaugurated the building,
asking Kharge to join herin
cutting the ribbon at the en-
try of the building.

The Congress president
thanked Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra who is said to have

PUBLIC NOTICE

Verma and Congress leader
Sandeep Dikshit this time.

Voting for the 70-member
Delhi Assembly is scheduled
tobe heldon February 5. The
counting of votes will be tak-

en up on February 8.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT KAMLESH W/O
LATE TIKAM SINGH, SEEMA
W/O SH. VIKAS PAL AND
VIKAS PAL 5/O LATE TIKAM
SINGH all residents of House
No. €59, Streetno. 7, Garmir
Extension, Delhi -110053 se-
vere all relations & dis-
owned/debarred their
son/Brother/Sister in
law/daughter in lawi.e.
Naveen Pal and Daughter-in-
faw yoti from all movable/im-
movable property & assets
dueto their Misbehavior/Dis-
obedience . Anybody dealing
with them shall do at their
own risk.
ARPAN SHARMA &
ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES
CH.NO.435, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK ROHINI
COURTS, DELHI

General public is hereby in-
formed that Mr. Vijay Kumar
§/o Mr. Hukam Chand owner
ofShop no 26, Praperty ID No
3PEKBUAS (Old Property ID
no B-4/26), Area Measuring
40 Sq. Yards, Situated at Nai
Sabji Mandi, Under Nagar
Parishad Palwal, Tehsil & Dis-
trict Palwal, Haryana owner of
vide Transfer Deed (in Blood
Relation) dated 06.01.2023
executed by Mr. Ghyanchand
S{o Mr. Hukam Chand vide
Book No. 1, at Reg, No 10543
inSRO- Palwal and in the
property chain Original Trans-
fer Deed (In Blood Relation)
dated 03.02.2022, Doc. No.
12318 and previous original
deed before said transfer
deed were lost/not available
with the customer and on line
FIR already lodged L.R No.
132600712500067 and said
property to be financed by
CHOLAMANDALAM INVEST-
MENT AND FINANCE COMPA-
NY LTD., if anybody has any
charge/interest/title in the
said property or anykind of
dispute kindly inform the un-
dersigned in writing on the
below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present,
failing which and | am aware
that in case default with the
martgage property that Cus-
tomer & Co-applicant is / are
responsible for the same,

out the building on the overseen the work of con- | |Senali Ghosh

walls, in a unique blend of  struction and completion | |Advocate

traditional and the mod- at the party’s new head- | |B-220, 2nd Floor, Noida One,
ern.Achievements of Con-  quarters, Tower-B, Sector 62,Noida,
gress prime ministers are  The new f-the-art | LR

also highlighted includi AICC head: ters — In-

Jawaharlal Nehru's push  dira Gandhi Bhawan — | [T T3
for devel of science bolises the Congress’s | [TOKNOW ALL PEOPLE, that |
and technology, Lal Ba-  continuing mission to up- | |mydient Sh. Harish Chand fa-
hadur Shastri’s support for  hold the vision of its stal- | |jora s/o Late Sh. Bhanwar

‘Kisan and Jawan’, Indira
Gandhi's nationalisation
moveand the 1971 win over
Pakistan, Rajiv Gandhi's
peace pacts and IT revolu-
tion, PV Narasimha Rao’s
opening up of the economy

warts, the party had earlier
said.

“It is time for us to move
ahead with the times and
embrace the new,” AICC
general secretary, organi-
sation, Venugopal had said.

2 Iranians ‘hypnotize’ shop
owner to steal money, held

was drinking with
Nitesh, Abhishek, — Oungmm
N . Gurugram police has arrest-
Deepuanda j ed two Iran nationals for al-
— at his rented flat,” legedly cheating alshrzw awn-
er of Rs 45,000 by hypno-
police said. Saif re- tizing’ i, offcials said on
portedly began humili-  Wednesday.
ating others, leading According topolice, ashop
rbal t that owner filed a complaint on
foaverbal spa Sunday that three foreign
quickly escalated into nationals had come to his
a physical all ion. money exchange shop on
o January 9.
pects from various locations. The complainant claimed
across Delhi, Lhe officersaid.  that he was “hypnotized” by

Further i into

reviewed CCTV footage and
apprehended the four sus-

the matter is underway, he
added.

the accused and they made
him transfer Rs 45,000 by
pretending to have foreign

Singh along with his wife Smt.
Viro Devi Rfo H. No. 208,
Block €, Chandan Vihar, Nan-
glol, Dist. West, Delhi-110041,
have disowned/debarred his
son shri yaman along with his
wife Pooja drom inheriting
their/ his all movable and im-
moveable properties which
find out anywhere else in my
name and in the name of my
family members, due to their
hostile behaviour towards my

currency, police said. client his family members and
Based on his laint an | [dueto tempt of
FIR was registered at Ra- | |commit suicide. If anybady
jender Park Palice Station. | |wil deals with them they shall
Police arrested Rizwan Khan | |do 503t their own risk and
and Ghulam, Iran nationals, | |costand they will be self re-
on Monday. sponsible, my client alongwith

“Police investigation re-
vealed that the accused do
not have any valid docu-
ments to residein Indiaand
have been carrying out fi-
nancial frauds by "hypnotiz
ing' shop owners,” they said.

Police recovered Rs 9,000
cash, some foreign currency,
a duplicate number plate
anda car.

his family members shall not
held any respansibility for
their anyact. My client and
his other family members also
have finished/dispensed their
social relation with them for
future,

MOHAN PARKASH RAJORA
ADVOCATE

/OURT OF INDIA
Ch. No. B35 Tis Hazari Court,
Delhi-54




OPIN]ON

By Dr. Anil Singh

The Aam Aadmi Party,
under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal, is seek-
ing to retain power for a
third consecutive term.
Over the years, AAP has
built its reputation on
governance-oriented pol-
icies, focusing on health,
education, and public in-
frastructure.
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Delhi Assembly Polls: A Battle of Strategies,
Surprises, and Political Dynamics

he Delhi As-
sembly polls are
shaping up to

be an intense political
battleground, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP), and Congress
vying for dominance in
the capital’s unique po-
litical landscape. This
election is not merely
about securing seats in
the assembly but also
about defining political
narratives and setting
the tone for broader
electoral battles

The AAP: Defending its
Turf

The Aam Aadmi Party,
under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal, is secking
to retain power for a third
conseculive leim. Over the
rs. AAP has built its rep-
utation on governance-or
ented  policies, focusing
on health, education, and
public infrastructure. The
“Delhi Modc] has been

s hallmark, with

Molmll.l Clinics, free water

nd - ele scheme:
and  world govern-
ment  schools.  However,
this time, AAP faces a dual

neumben-

recent  co rrup( ion
allegations, pecially
Imk 4 to the Delhi Tiquor
ave given
mmunition to
and his team.
leaders, including
Chief  Minister
sodia, have been
ed in legal battles,

Deputy
Manish
embroi
which BJ r clai
dence

These allegations
threaten AAP's carefully
curated image of a corrup-
tion-free governance party.

Nevertheless, AAP  r
mains confident, banking
on its core voter base of the
urban poor, women, and
middle-class  households
benefiting  dire i

ruption.”

portraying himself as
a people’s leader fighting
against a “vindictive BJP.”

The BIP: Secking a
Breakthrough
For BJP, the Delhi As-

sembly has been a tough
nul to erack. Despite its
dominance national
politics and repeated elee-

c in munici-
Delhi, the

n
assembly polls have ulud~
ed the saffron p
1998.

This time,
gy revolves al
ging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's populari-
Ly, aggressive campaigning,
and a no-holds-barred at-
tack on AAP.

“The BIP has consistently
highlighted law-and-order
concerns, the alleged cor-
ruption in AAP's govern-
ance, and in tructural
bottlenecks to corner Ke-
jriwal's government. The
party is emphasizing na-
tionalistic issues. aiming to
consolidate its traditional
vote e of middle-
and upper-class url
while attempting to pene-
trate AAP's strongholds.

Howeve
internal challengy
a credible

sma may
to coun-

enough
ter AAP's
el governance

grassrools-lev-
narrative.
Mor BIP's  aggres-
sive approach, often seen
as  confrontational, risks
A|||lel|m. undecided vot-
who may find Ke
d| s softer, populist ima
more relatable,

for BJP,
a win-win
it secures a
it will mark the
’s breakthrough into

slative govern-
ance: It i, loses; the: gov-
ernance of Delhi ultimately
ns under its control
ugh the Licutenant
Governor (14G), appointed
by the central government.
With critical subjects like
land, law and order, and

- already under the
purview of the LG, BJP
can still influence Delhi’s
administrative and legis-

Illl\n\lm;_l

lative priorities, regardless
of the electoral outeome.

Congress:
Contender

A Surprising

party,
en a margin-
Delhi sing
suld emerge as the
gainer in the up-
coming elections. Under
la Dikshit's leadership,
had ruled Del-
three conseculive
n1s, but the party has
to recover after
ated by AAP's
However, the politi
be shifting in

hi for

The Grand Old Party has
adopted a measured
proach, focusing on re

its grasst
and presenting itself
stable alternal lnhkr
BJP and AAP, Congress
||.4\ steered clear of polar-
q rlwlu instead em-
al issues like
unemployment,

ap-

s
Taflation,
and public welfare. The
party has also been buoyed

by a quict resurgence of its
tr onal vote bank, in-
cluding mi
and lower-income groups,
who seem  disillusioned
with both BIP and AAP.

Congress's unexpeet-
ed suceess in recent slate
ions, where it defied
predictions to oust BJP
n Himachal Pradesh and
wrest  Madhya  Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh  ba
into its fold, has reinvig-
orated its cadre. Tl
tv's leadership in
though fractured, appears
to be consolidating under
younger, energelic
who are working to rebuild
trust among volers.

faces

The Triangular Contest
This assembly election
in Delhi is unique becau
itis no longer a two-p:
battle between AAP
BJP. Congress's re-entry
has added a new dimen-
sion to the contest, m
it a triangular ficht. While
BIP and AAP engage in
fierce attacks, Congress

and

has opted for a low-profile,

grassroots=driven cam-
paign.

The fragmentation of
votes is likely to play a

el
vruuml u)lu BIP's a

wave, but the benefi-
ies might not be BJP

v
rm those dissatisfied with
both the Kejriwal gover
ment and BIP’s confronta-
tional politics.

Major Issues Driving the
Polls

* Governance vs. Allega-
tions: While AAP contin-
ues to |ll..h|li.hl its govern-
ance

The  Delhi
elections are
cant for thei:
on na wtional pe
would dent its
ambitions of expanding
heyond Delhi and Punjab.
For BJP, a win would mark
the beginning of its pen
tration into assembly-level
governance in the capital.
A Congre resurgence,
on the other hand, would
bolster the party’s morale,
reaffirming_its ability to
make comebacks in urban

Assembly
also signifi-

ar

gardless of

Rey the out-
come, BJP’s strategic con-
trol over Delhi lhrnu,_h the

LG ensures il remains a
key player in the capital’s
governance. This structur-

al advantage allows BJP to
Delhi's

admin-

nd Congrets are foeu]
on alleged corruption
administrative lapses.
clectorate’s pe

ption of

AAP's governance credibil-
ity will significantly impact
the outcome,

astructure
Issues like
supply, pollution,
and public transportation
remain top concerns for
Delhi's voters. Al
cord on these issue
serutinized closely.

« National vs. Local Nar-
ratives: BJP expected
to emphasize national se-
curity, Modi's leadership,
and  Hindutva themes,
while AAP will sticl
cal gove
Congress, meanwhil;
gain ground by
focused on public welfare

issu

* Youth and Minority
/i With & young pop-
h and a significant
presence, Lhese
groups will be key deter-
minants. AAP has tradi-
tionally enjoyed their sup-
port, but Congress is likely
tinto this voter b
icularly in areas disil-
lusioned with AAP's han-
dling of minority issues.

Impact on National Pol-
itics

or Con-
s secures a majority in
the assembly.

A Way Forward

The Delhi  Assembly
polls promise to be a high-
stakes  politi drama

ront-runner.
n

nidst mounting challe
es. Congress, though often
overlooked cmerging
1 potential spoiler and
ner, ready lo disrupl
litional e: huL-l ion:

As the o for
yet another round of elec-
toral battles, one thing is
certain: the results will not
only shape Del i
diate political future but
also send ripples across
India’s national political
landscape. Regardless of
the assembly's outcome,
BJP's strategic advantage
through central control en-
sures it retains significant
influence over Delhi,
ing this election a po
ly faseinating speetac

s an Editor,

(The writer i
Mum

STAR Views,

By Priyanka Saurabh

Women are in the driv-
er’s seat in the Railway
Board for the first time
with the latest round of
appointments approved
by the Cabinet. Breaking
the glass ceiling, the Rail-
way Board, already head-
ed by a woman, now has
a woman member in
charge of operations and
business development
and another woman
member of the same rank
who looks after finance
as Finance Member.

Indian Railways wins the race of
women’s empowerment.

SLUG: NEED TO RECOGNIZE THE “FIRST LADIES” WHO BROKE THE MALE BASTION.

Women's empowerment
is perhaps the most de-
fining movement since
the 2oth century. We
hear inspiring stories of
women who have made
their mark in male-dom-
inated roles, such as
in public life and gov-
ernment, as captains of
dustry, and in sports.
Today women are lead-
ers in every walk of life,
and their numbers are
increasing with each
pﬁsmg year, and yet
only 6-7% of the Indi-
Railways employees
are women. Whatever
the numbers are today,
the “first ies” who
stepped tur-

into the
moil of male-dominated
fields need to be recog-
nized. They were pio-
neers, brave and having
immense courage to en-
ter this new territory. In
the 19th century, work-
ing outside the home
was frowned upon for
women: male employ-
ees feared competition,
while middle-class wom-
en wanted to be recog-
nized as homemakers
and teachers. Nor was it
considered appropriate
for men and women to
mix on the same premis-
es. Social customs were
strict, and gender segre-
gation was the norm.

But as the railroads
expanded, the demand
for workers grew. The
first women employed
by rail companies
were destitute widows
uf railway employees.

Managers offered them
salaried employment—

though not entirely out
of pity, as they earned
significantly less than
their male counter-
parts. Jaya Chauhan
was the first woman
officer in the Railway
Protection Force as
part of the 1984 batch.
Initiall working as
an administrative of-
ficer, her passion to
serve the motherland
and explore unreached
bastions compelled her

to quit that comforta-
ble job and jump into
railway policing. Jaya
not only did weﬁ in the
railways but also be-
came the first woman
inspector general in
the paramilitary forces
in the country. Amon,

the 1981 batch of r
way candidates, M
Kalavathi was induc
ed as the first woman

member of the Indi-
an Railway Service of
Signal Engi She

neer
currently \\Olkb as the
chief signal engineer in
the Southern Railway
Before joining

e railway services, in
1988, Kalyani Chadha
spent four
Indian_Railw;
tute of Mechanical and
Electrical Engineering
in Jamalpur as a 1983
batch speug\l catego-
ry apprentice. Kalyani
leads the 13 women
who are now in service
and 10 more who are
doing apprenticeships
in Jamalpur.

Manju Gupta, who is
currently working as
the Divisional Railway

Manager of the Bikaner
on Mona Shrivas-
tava of the 1998 batch
was the first woman

member to join the In-
dian Railway Engineers
Service, which was till
then onl) for men. It
was only at the begin-
ning of this century

in 2002, that
jayalakshmi Vishwana-
(han a member of the
1967 batch, rose to the

position of Finance
Commissioner of the
Indian Railway Board.

yalakshmi was also
first woman Di
sional Railway Manag-
er in Indian Railways
in the late 1990s. Al-
most two decades lat-
er, women had a hand
in breaking the next
bastion of men when
Padmakshi Raheja was
selected as a member
of the 1974 batch of the
Indian Railway Traffic
Service. For the next
five years Padmakshi
was the only woman
in IRTS. Celebratin

the unblenkﬂ)le anc

undyi spirit of In-
dia a m its 75 years of
independence. Manju
Gupta, who is currently
working as Divisional
Railway nager of
Bikaner Division, was
the first woman mem-
ber of Indian Railway
Electrical ~ Engineers.
After her induction, 1

more v omen followed
Manju's example and
entered the Indian
Railway Electrical En-
gmeem Mona Shrivas-
tava of the 1998 batch
was the first woman

3

member to join lhc In-
dian Railwa;
Service, which \Adb all-
male until then. It was
only at the beginning
of this century, i.e., in
2002, that Vijay: alaksh-
mi Vishwanathan, a
member of the 1967
batch, made it to the
post_of Finance C‘nnk
missioner of the In
Railway Vijay-
alakshmi was also the
first woman Divisional
Railway Manager in
the Indian Railways in
the late 1990s. It took
almost two decades
for Padmakshi Raheja
to break the next male
bastion when she was
selected as a member
of the 1974 batch of the
Indian Railway Traffic
Service. For the next
five years, Padmakshi
\Ah(\s lhe ()n[\ woman in
L

A record for the In-
dian Railways is that
women are now in the
majority on the Rail-
way Board, the top de-
on- mal\mg body of
the national transport-
er. For the first time,
w\umvn are in the driv-
at in the Railway
Boa d with the latest
round of ﬂ‘;pointm(‘nls
approved by the Cabi-
net. Breaking the glass
ceiling, the Railway
Board, '|I|'md\ headed
by a woman, now has
a woman member in
charge of operations

and  business devel-
opment and another
woman member of

the same rank who

looks after finance as
Finance Member. In
another way to inspire
women'’s empowe;
ment, the Indian Rail
ways started dedicating
an entire train and rail
way station to women
M’mm’lg'\r Railway
Station (Gujarat) and
Matunga Road Station
(Mumbai, Maharash-
tra) are managed by
women staff. Ajni Rail-
way Station, located
in Nagpur, Maharash-
tra, has women track
maintainers  workin

to clean, detect tracl

faults, and repair them.

Also, to increase the
number of women
leaders in the Indian

Railwa, the govern-
ment has appointed all
women TTEs for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Shatabdi Express. The

eccan Queen Ex-
press_is another train
that is manned by an
all-women crew. Being
the largest employer in
the country, the Indian

Railways has been mak-
ing efforts to promote
women employees and
leadership in the sector,
but still, statistics show
that the numbers are
not_significant as per
their proportion in the
population.

(Priyanka Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Political Science)

Breaking Time

Sudoku
‘What to do

Fill in the grid so that ever

row, every column, and every

3x3 box contains the digit | to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.

1
5 2

6 8

THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

COVERED SIN

It's a bad news that
one day your sin will
be uncovered but the
good news is that not
all the sins and the
bad news over this
ood news is that you
don’t know which ones
will be uncovered and
which ones will re-
main covered. Your
life becomes miserable
only with one sin un-
covered, imagine how
miserable your life will
be if all of your sins
are uncovered. You are
never strong enough to
fight your own weak-
ness and never weak
enough to empower
your own strengths.
Life is far forgiving that
we feel. We oppress
it much more than it
does to us, it overlooks
much of our mistakes
than wedotoits. We
know the rules of
life but we never
care to care for
it, it lives with
us in all the
times but we
never care

to live Moral:
foL it, it e . Eve‘!'y sin
thiey ur T TN TREL - SUVEEN KUMAR is forgiva-
mistakes, it ble and every

fades the pain away,

N

it bears the scars, it
walks us through from
ground to stars. But
we take it for granted,
make it suffer know
ingly, fail it at |me)0
tant routines, push it
to go extreme, force it
to experiment with an-
ything and everything,
put it through to dam-
aging situation, drive
it to wrong duvclmn
We sometimes behave
with life as if it belongs
to someone else, we
sometimes are so cruel
with life as if it is made
of something else. Give
your life a five star as a
Tating if you think it
deserves it, give your
life an excellent review
if you think it deserves
it, glorify it, nnﬁmf\' it,
ﬁmuf) it 1f)uu hink it
eserves it. don’t un-
derrate it don’t over-|
rate it just conflate
it and give your life
a life that it starts
living for life.

virtue is immortal.
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CM Mann inaugurates palace hotel in Patiala,
says will promote destination wedding tourism

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh

unjab Chief Min-

ister Bhagwant

Mann Wednesday

inaugurated 'Ran
Baas', the state's first lux-
ury palace hotel, at Qila
Mubarak here and said the
initiative will encourage
destination wedding
tourism in the state.

According to an official
statement, the aesthetical-
ly designed hotel has been
built under public-private
partnership model and will
set a new benchmark in
comfort and hospitality.
Mann said that Ran

Baas, earlier a guesthouse
located in 18th-century
Qila Mubarak complex in
the erstwhile royal state
of Patiala, has been re-
stored as Punjab's first lux-
ury palace hotel, seam-
lessly blending heritage

e |

with contemporary luxury.

The hotel will be a
favourite place for desti-
nation weddings and oth-
er events, Mann was quot-
ed as saying in the state-

ment.
The hotel will give a big

homt to the tourism sector
ein general and
the 'royal' city of Patiala in
particular, he said, adding
it is a reflection of the glo-
rious cultural heritage of
the state.

Mann expressed the

Kejriwal and his AAP are taking
their last breaths, says Anil Vij

Energy, Trans-
port and Labor Minister,
Anil Vij responded to the
Enforcement Directorate’s
permission to proceed with
a case against former Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal in a
money laundering case. He
said that “When a case is filed
against Kejriwal, the truth
will also come out before
the public.”

While interacting with me-
dia persons, Vij remarked
that Kejriwal and his Aam
Aadmi Party are now taking
their last breaths. Their with-
ered and dejected faces are
clear indicators of this. He

added that just as a wrestler
lying on the ground insists he
will win, someone who has
already fallen continues to
fall.

Addressing the contro-
versy over naming the new
Congress headquarters in
Delhi after former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,

Cabinet Minister Anil Vij
stated that even during his
tenure, the Congress did not
allow Manmohan Singh to
funetion effectively. Con-
gress restricted his powers,
imdependence, and intellect.
Hence, no expectations can
be placed on them.

On the matter of farmers
sitting on a hunger sirike at
the Khanauri border in
Haryana, Energy Minister
Anil Vij said that the gov-
ernment is closely monitor-
ing the situation. He ass
that the Chief Minister is
paying attention to the mat-
ter, and whatever is neces-
sary will be done.

state governmcnl's com-
mitment to making Punjab
a leading tourist destina-
tion in the country through
such projects.

Ran Baas offers 35
suites, @ range of dining
and wellness amenities and

curated immersive expe-
riences for modern trav-
ellers, the statement said.
The CM said the palace
hotel and the larger fort
boast of an enduring, eclec-
tic legacy steeped in rayal
culture from the celebra-
tory traditions of Patiala to
the architectural charac-
ter of the palace itself.
The majestic fort is a key
landmark in India’s histo-
ry and a remarkable ex-
ample of the synthesis be-
tween late Mughal and Ra-
jasthani  architectural
styles, reflecting a rich cul-
tural heritage, he said.
Mann expressed hope
that this prestigious project
will drive tourism, create
opportunities for local
businesses and showease
Patiala's rich cultural iden-
tity and heritage to attract
global travellers.
He said the hotel blends

the old with the new, merg-
ing late Mughal, Rajput,
Sikh, and colonial styles
while preserving the ar-
chitectural integrity of
Punjab's rich heritage, ac-
cording to the statement.

The CM also said areas
around Chohal Dam, Ran-
jit Sagar Dam, and Shah-
pur Kandi Dam in the state
are being developed as
tourist destinations.

He said the state gov-
ernment has land in other
states like Goa, Rajasthan
(Jaipur), and Himachal
Pradesh (McLeodganj)
which will be developed in
coming days.

The previous govern-
ments used to sell the
prime properties of Punjab
to their close friends but
now a reverse trend is be-
ing witnessed as the state
government is developing
these sites, he said.

Ensure justice for all
with prompt grievance
redressal: CM Yogi

Gorakhpur

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Wednes-
day, directed officials at
Janata Darshan to resolve
public grievances prompt-
ly and ensure no one faced
injustice.

Interacting with citizens
in the auditorium of the
Mahant Digvijaynath Sm-
riti Bhawan at Gorakhnath
temple on the second day of
his tour to Gorakhpur, he
assured them of swift and
satisfactory resolutions of
their problems.

The Chief Minister met
approximately 150 indi-
viduals at Janata Darshan,
listening attentively to their
concerns. Subsequently, he
forwarded their applica-
tions to the relevant offi-
cials, instructing them to
ensure prompt and satis-
factory disposal of their is-
sues.

CM Yogi assured the at-

Preparations are underway to make data
of Vidhan Sabha proceedings Al-based

Chandigarh
Haryana Vidhan Sabha
Speaker, Harvinder Kalyan,
is exploring the possibilities
of digitizing the video
records of the Haryana Vid-
han Sabha, on the lines of
the Lok Sabha. This digi
zation initiative will lever-
age Al technology, enabling
easy retrieval of video clips
related to any specific sub-
Jector MLA.

Speaker  Harvinder
Kalyan held a meeting with
Vidhan Sabha officials and
the NeVA team on Wednes-
day to discuss the digitiza-
tion initiative. Experts from
a private Al company were

Research Chair in name of P. Shriram Sharma
to be established at MDU Rohtak: Haryana CM

Rohtak

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini an-
nounced the establishment
of a Research Chair in the
name of the great freedom
fighter and member of Con-
stituent Assembly Pandit
Shriram Sharma at Mahar-
ishi Dayanand University,
Rohtak. In addition, the
Chief Minister said that a
University/Institution would
e named after Pandit Shri-
ram Sharma to honor hisim-
mense contribution to the
nation.

He announced that the
state government will also
observe his birth anniver-
sary, on October 1 every
year, On this occasion, ess
poem writing, and spcmh
competitions will be held in
schools and colleges across
the state, encouraging stu-
dents to learn about and re-
flect on his life and legacy.

Furthermore, the Chief
Minister announced the in-
stallation of a go-fest tall
national flag at the site of
Pandit Shriram Sharma's

~

statue, along with a beauti-

fication project for theloca-
tion. Regarding the two oth-
er demands made by the
Pandit Shriram Sharma
Vichar Manch—writing his
saga of valor at the Pandit
Shriram Sharma Metro Sta-
tion in Bahadurgarh and in-
cluding his biography in the
school curriculum—the Chief
Minister said that these re-
quests would be forwarded
to the relevant departments
for fulfillment. He also an-
nounced a discretionary
grant of Rs 21 lakh for the
Pandit Shriram Sharma

Vichar Manch Samiti, fur-
ther supporting the contin-
ved promotion of hisideals
and values,

The Chief Minister made
these announcements while
unveiling the statue of Pan-
dit Shriram Sharma at a
function organized at Pandit
Shriram Sharma Parkssite in
Rohtak today. He paid rich
tributes to the great free-
dom fighter, highlighting his
significant role in India’s
freedom struggle, making
of constitution and his con-
tributions to nation-building
post-independence.

Preamble reading programme
across Haryana on Jan 17

Chandigarh

‘The Haryana Government
will organize a Constitu-
tion Preamble Reading
Programme across the state
on January 17 at 11 am on
the theme ‘Hamara
Samvidhan, Hamara Swab-
himan®. The programme
will be organized in all mini
secretariats and other of-
fices of all the districts as
well as all government and
private schools, colleges,
universities and local bod-
ies (Gram Panchayats, Mu-
nicipal Councils and Mu-
nicipal Corporations).

Aletter to this effect was
written by the Chief Secre-
tary’s Office to all the Ad-
ministrative Secreta
Heads of Departments, Di-

visional Commissioners,
Deputy Commissioners,
Managing Directors and
Chief Administrators of
Boards and Corporations,
Vice Chancellors of all the
universities of the state,

Commissioners,
Sub-Divisional Officers
(Civil) and Chief Executive
Officers of District Coun-
cils.

The letter states that the
Central Government has
started a year-long historic
celebration fram November
26, 2024 to commemorate
the completion of 75 years
of adoption of the Cons
tution of the country. This
decision reflects the re-
markable journey of our
democracy and the endur-

ing legacy of our founding
principles and Constitu-
tional values.

The purpose of these cel-
ebrations is to honour the
Constitution makers by re-
iterating the basic values
enshrined in the Constitu-
tion. The Constitution Pre-
amble Reading Programme
is also being organized in
this series. It has also been
asked to ensure public par-
ticipation in these pro-
grammes,

Instructions have been
given to the concerned of-
ficials that the design of
the poster of the Preamble
is being sent separately by
the Department of Infor-
mation, Public Relations,
Languages and Culture.,

Describing Pandit Shri-
ram Sharma as a true patri-
ot, respected politician, sodal
reformer and Gandhian, the
Chief Minister said that as a
Member of the Constituent
Assembly, he played an im-
portant part in strengthening
the democratic framework of
the country.

The Chief Minister said
that on the occasion of the
75th anniversary of the Con-
stitution, the Prime Minister
has called for remembering
and honouring the great per-
sonalities who played pivotal
roles in its creation. Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar gave the
Constitution to the country
and Pandit Shriram Sharma
also made a notable contri-
bution to this monumental
work. Deeply influenced by
the ideology of Mahatma
Gandhi, the Father of the
Nation, Pandit Shriram
Sharma participated in all
five Satyagraha movements
during India’s struggle for in-
dependence and was im-
prisoned multiple times for
hisefforts, he added.

also present, providing a
presentation on Al-based
video database technology.

Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan directed

Anurag Thakur steals the
show at Army Day Event

\!ishal Rnna
Hi

On the occasion nf Army
Day, Sujanpur witnessed a
grand celebration organized
by the Sarv Kalyankari Trust
and the Ex-Servicemen
League. The event became a
stage for political power dy-
namics, marked by the un-
paralleled oratory of former
Union Minister and MP
Anurag Singh Thakur, who
left a lasting impression on
the audience.

Rajendra Rana, ina visible
display of strength, mobi-
lized a massive crowd from
across the state, turning the
event into a show of influ-
ence. Attended by promi-
nent leaders, including a
dozen MLAs, former legisla-
tors, Leader of the Opposi-
tionJairam Thakur, and MP
Anurag Singh Thakur, the
gathering saw an over-
whelming turnout of ex-ser-
vicemen and their families,
with the venue packed to
capacity. The Himachal Po-

the officers to work on de-
veloping a new system. He
emphasized that the sys-
tem should be designed to
meet both current and fu-

ice band, Harmony of the
Pines, added charm with
their mesmerizing musical
performances.

The spotlight of the event,
however, firmly belonged to
Anurag Singh Thakur. His
electrifying speech captivat-
ed the audience as he de-
tailed the Narendra Modi
government's initiatives for
soldiers” welfare. His words
resonated so powerfully that
the erowd erupted in ap-
plause multiple times, ce-
menting his reputation as a
statesman par excellence.
Many attendees later re-
marked that Thakur's pres-
ence transformed the event

ture needs. He added that if
the video recordings of the
Vidhan Sabha sessionsand
debates are digitized using
AL it will provide direct
benefits to the public. MLAs
will be able to access and
listen to their own views as
well as those of their pred-
ecessors on various sub-
jects. s inftiative will
also cater to the needs of re-
searchers studying legisla-
tive work, he added.

Kalyan said that the Vid-
han Sabha is directly ac-
countable to the public, and
therefore, every fact should
be made easily accessible ta
them.

into his stage.

As he concluded his
speech with an apology for
an early departure due to a
flight to Delhi at 3:30 from
Gaggal airport, the gathering
began dispersing. This un-
expected exodus left the ven-
ue noticeably empty for the
subsequent speech by
Jairam Thakur, sparking
speculation about internal
factionalism within the BJP
in Sujanpur. The contrast
was stark, with Anurag Singh
Thakur’s towering influence
casting a long shadow on
the event.

Anurag Singh Thakur's
leadership, charisma, and
ability to conneet with the
people not only dominated
the event but also shed light
an the underlying groupism
‘within the BJP ranks in Su-
Jjanpur. His remarkable pres-
ence and oratory have once
again underscored his grow-
ing stature as a leader who
commands attention and ad-
miration.

tendees that the govern-
ment was committed to re-
solving the problems of
every individual in need.

During the Janata Dar-
shan, several individuals
sought financial assistance
from Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for medical
treatment. Assuring them
of the government's full
support, he promptly for-
warded their applications
to the coneerned officials,
instructing them to expe-
dite the treatment estima-
tion process and submit it
to the government at the
earliest.

The Chief Minister di-
rected officials to address
revenue and police mat-
ters with complete trans-
parency and fairness, en-
suring no injustice is done,
He also emphasized strict
legal action against those
found forcibly occupying
others' land.

Yogi orders
war-footing
preparations
for Mauni
Amavasya

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, on
Wednesday, directed im-
proved arrangements for
the expected 8-10 crore
devotees at Sangam on
Mauni Amavasya, Janu-
ary 29.Reviewing the
turnout of over six crore
devotees at the Ma-
hakumbh during Paush
Purnima and Makar
Sankranti festivals with
senior officials at a high-
level meeting, he stressed
the need for enhanced
preparations for the up-
coming event,

He instructed officials
to coordinate with the
railways to ensure time-
ly operation of special
Mahakumbh trains, em-
phasizing the need for
continuous operation of
both regular and special
trains, with increased
frequenc_v to accommo-
date the large number of
devotees.

The CM highlighted
the need to enhance the
mobile network in the
fair area and ensure the
continuous operation of
buses, shuttle buses, and
electric buses. He also
emphasized regular toilet
cleaning, barricading of
ghats, and 24x7 electric-
ity and drinking water
supply in all sectors.

Many officials includ-
ing Chief Secretary, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary,
Director General of Po-
lice, Principal Secretary
(Home and Informa-
tion), Principal Secretary
(Urban Development),
Chairman (Power Cor-
poration) and Director
(Information) were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Haryana to drop 1,500 compliances to promote ease of doing business

Chandigarh

The Harvana government
has set a target of reducing
1500 burdensome compli-
ances and decriminalise 50
provisions (Business & Citi-
zens) under
Acts/Rules/Checklists by
December 2025 to promote
ease of doing business in
the state.

This was disclosed at a
review meeting held for the
implementation and sub-
mission of Business Reform
Action Plan (BRAP) and Re-
ducing Compliance Burden
(RCB) under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary Dr
Vivek Joshi here on Wednes-
day.

The chief secretary direct-
ed departments to involve
their stakeholders in seeking,
inputs for the reform action
plan. Dr Joshi said stake-

. .

holder feedback was erueial
for the successful imple-
mentation of Business Re-
form Action Points.

He also directed the de-
partments to adhere to the
stipulated timelines set by
the government for comple-
tion of their tasks. The chief
secretary directed the In-
dustries and Commerce De-
partment to involve all
deputy commissioners for
suggestions on business re-

dustries and Commerce, D
Suresh said a total of 985
business and citizen com-
pliances have been dropped,
of which 746 pertain to busi-
ness category while 239 re-
late to the citizen category.
Till now, 30 provisions have
been decriminalized and 19
provisions are under review.

The meeting was informed
that suggestions have been
invited on the reduction in

H; cted theofficialsof ~ the i burden un-
Hartron to ensure that the  der 23 Acts of various de-
information on online por-  partments.

tals is available to entrepre-
neurs in Hindi as well so
that more people could avail
of the benefits of digital serv-
ices. He also asked the de-
partments to avail the serv-
ices of Hartron to get trans-
lation of work from English
to Hindi.

Principal Secretary, In-

The structure of reforms
across all 23 Acts is being
done through 4 steps: Sim-
plification of forms, proce-
dures and documentation,

: Yind,

transition from offline to
fully online platforms and
Decriminalisation of minor
offences such as delays in
submission and non-filing of
returns.

For BRAP-2024, a total of
435 reforms are to be un-
dertaken by 15 February,
2025 across various depart-
ments.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Finance and Planning
Departments and FCR,
Anurag Rastogi, Additional
Chief Secretary, Town &
Country Planning and Urban
Estates, AK Singh, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Social
Justice, Empowerment, Wel-
fare of Scheduled Castes and

k 1 Classes and An-

under which outdated
laws/provisions and unnec-
essary compliances are being
repealed, Digitisation for

tyodaya (SEWA), G Anupa-
ma and senior officers of
various departments were
present in the meeting.
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Rishabh Pant will
scorea 100 in

everygame if heis
able to find that
middle game: ra
R Ashwin o o

ol

| will be back for LA Olympics if boxing
is there, says boxer Nishant Dev

ue his childhood
dream of competing in the
al circuit, Indian
ishant Dev says the
move does not mean the end of his
quest for an Olympic medal and he will
compete in the 2028 Los Angeles
Games if the sport managesto stay on
the roster.

Dev devided to turn professional ow-
ing to his close loss in the Paris Games
quarterfinals and the state of flux
surrounding boxing's Olympie future
However, competing in the Los An-
geles Olympics continues to be at the
back of his mind.

The 2023 Warld Championship
light middle-weight (71kg) bronze-
medallist has signed up with Eddie
Hearn’s Matchroom Boxing. His his
inaugural professional bout sched-
uled for Janunary 25 in Los Angeles.

“I wanted to fulfil my dream of
playing in the Olympics, which I did
Now, 1 am chasing my second dream
— professional boxing,” Dev told PTI
from Los Angeles, where he is honing
his skills under the tutelage of pro-
fessional boxer Ronald Simms.

Dev narrowly missed a medal at the
Paris Olympics, losing a contentious
quarterfinal bout to Mexico's Marco
Verde, 8 memory that continues to
‘haunt him.

“I was heartbroken. Facing such a

setback on such a grand stage was pro-
foundly challenging,” he reflected.

Compounding this disappointment
is the prevailing uncertainty sur-
rounding boxing's future in the
Olympic are

“As of now ing isn't confirmed
ympics. | don't want to wait
cars only to find out that it’s ex-
cluded. That time could be better
spent pursuing my professional box-
ing dream,” he explained.

“At 24, am already being told Tam
too old. 1f I had started late, like Vi-
Jjender Singh or Vikas Krishnan, who

Former Justice H S Bhalla takes
charge as administrator of HOA

ice
sumed the role uf.:dmmxstmlunr[Lh\
Haryana Olympic Association.

An HOA spokesperson said Justice
Bhalla is currently serving as the

chairperson of the
Law Commission.

His appointment as the adminis-
trator of the Haryana Olympic Asso-
ciation was announced recently.
leadership,
a's sports teams will partici-
in events organized under the
aegis of the Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (10A).

This step is expected to bring a new
direction and momentum to sports
activities in Haryana, the spokesper-
son said

Justice Bhalla's appointment aims
to ensure transparency and faimess

Haryana Second

in sports associations.

The new management of the
Haryana Olympic Association is com-
mitted to promoting sports develop-
ment and safeguarding the interests
of athletes, the HOA spokesperson
added.

didn't have strong endings to their pro
careers, I'd regret it.

“I dream big, I want to be India’s
first prn(e\'-uuml world champion
and win all the major belts.” Follow-
ing the Paris Olympics, Dev took a
two-manth break to recalibrate before
mkamg potentially life-altering de-
ed home with my fami-
: time | thought about my loss,
I gm restless, they supported me
throughout. 1 eéven travelled to In-
donesia with friends and attended
(counselling) sessions.
these measures allevi-

ated my stress.” he recounted
reakaway World boxing is cur-
rently vying to become the new glob-
al body of boxing, should it receive the
recognition from the International
Olympic Committee (10C). World
Boxing rules allow professional box-
ers to compete at the Olympic:

And Dev, one of the most cor
Indian boxers in recent times, does
tend to return to amateur boxing to
compete at the 2028 Olympics.

“When the LA Olympics come
around in 2028 and boxing is there, TT
be back. I've already contacted BFI,
and they've assured me the doors to
amateur boxing are always open,” he
said.

In fact, Dev feels the “upgraded” ver-
sion of him will have more chances of
medalling at the Olympic:

‘1 will definitely come for the
Olympics ifit’s there. This is a kind of
preparation for me. In professional
boxing, 1 am plaving more rounds. 1
am building my stamina.

“So when I compete in the
Olympics, 1am not tired and | have ex-
tra skills, a different mentality, supe-
rior ‘mentality, more power,
speed..everything will be upgraded,”
he explained.

“In amateur, I was doing three
rounds of three minutes, I was getting
tired in that. So, there is a big effect of
training here.

Pakistan selectors
decide to name Saim Ayub
in CT provisional squad

Karachi
Pakistan selectors have decided to in-
cludeopener Saim Ayub, who isrecu-
perating from a right ankle injury, in the
provisional squad for the Champions
‘Trophy beginning next month.

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has not disclosed the squad officially but
it contains most of the premier stars
such as Shaheen Shah Afridi s
Rauf, Nasim Shah, Fakhar Zaman and
Shadab Khan.

An insider said the selectors includ-
e Saim as they feel even ifhe is not re-
covered in time to play the 10C show-
piece he can be replaced by another
player.

Changes to the prelimina
can be made until February 13.
im is presently in London on PCB
expenses and final reports of the ex-
amination done by two high-profile or-
thopaedic sports surgeons are awnited.

“The reason for Saim still remaining
in London is if the doctors recom-
mend, he can do his rehabilitation
with them there and the doctors can
also keep a close watch on his progress.

“But if the doctors inform the board
this week, on the basis of the final test
results, that he can rehabilitate in La-
hore, Saim will return to the High
Performance Centre here,” the insider
said,

He said assistant coach Azhar Mah-
mood and the team physio, who had

squad

Champions Trophy opening on February
16 or 17; PCB hopeful Rohit will be there

Lahore
“The u;m\im, emony of the Cham-
pions Trophy will be held either on
February 16 or 17 and the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) is confident
that India captain Rohit Sharma will
be in attendance at the event.

The PCB source also said that it is
awaiting communication from the
ICC on the schedule of the custom-
ary captains’ photo-shoot and the
pre t press conference.

The eight-team tournament will
get underway on February 19 in
Karachi. However, India will play all
their matches in Dubai, starting with
the clash against Bangladesh on Feb-
ruary 20, after refusing to travel to
Pakistan owing to security concerns.

The source said PCB has procured
all relevant clearances from its gov-

U19WC 2025 warm-ups: Nigeria
shine, Bangladesh edge super over

Kuala Lumpur

Nigeria, the Africa qualifiers, made a
strong statement in the ICC Women's
U1g Warld Cup, comfortably dl.mng
down Scotland's target of
11.3 overs during Wednesday's warm-
up match at the Royal Selangor Club,
as per ICC.

Elsewhere, New Zealand hit back
aftera warm-up outing defeat to the
USA on day one, claiming victory
over West Indies in their sccond
practice outing with a confident per-
formance ut the UKM Oval.

The USA went two from two with a
victory over Nepal, while there were
morning victories for Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, with the latter claiming
a Super Over win over England

Alongside the Nigerians there were
wins for Ireland, Australia and India.

Lilian Ude ensured there was no
respite for the Scots in Nigeria's push,
claiming 3/15 to back the work of
opening bowlers Peace Usen and
Muhibat Amusa. Pippa Sproul's 25
helped Scotland's pushback, but the
wickets kept tumbling at the other
end.

Captain Piety led Nigeria in the
chase, finishing 28 not out from just
16 balls, hitting three sixes, with
tary Ighinedion making another score
of note (25) after her work against
Pakistan two days ago to close out the
win.

At the picturesque Selangur Turf
Club, reeling at 66/8 at one stage,
England had recovered to 113/9 from
their 20 overs, with Prisha Thanawala
(28) and Tilly Corteen-Coleman (23
not out) putting on 46 for the ninth
wicket. Phoebe Brett's 3/32 and
Davina Perrin's 2/6 ensured a tough
defence of the low total, with a run out

The USA went two
from two with a vic-
tory over Nepal, while
there were morning
victories for Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh, with
the latter claiming a
Super Over win over
England.

from Charlotte Lambert and Cor-
teen-Coleman denying a match-win-
ning run off the final ball of
Bangladesh's innings.

A six from Sadia Akter lifted
Bangladesh's Super Over total to 113,
before the calm of Habiba Islam
Pinky closed out a tense win.

It was a successful hit out for the Ki-
wis in their victory over the West In-
dies, with Emma McLeod (50) and
Kate Irwin (46) both coming off the

ground to hand Eve Wolland (22) and
Anika Todd (20) the chanee to bat,
posting 151.
Seven of New Zealand's 10 bowlers
went on to claim wickets for their si
bowling the Windies out for
USA meanwhile made another
statement, restricting Nepal tojust 58,
passing the targetinside 14 overs.
Six bowlers shared wickets for the
Americans, with Isani V
ing the side to victo
sistance from Riva Sharma, who
claimed three wickets for Nepal.
At the Kolej Tuanku Ja'afar Ground,
a five-wicket haul from Limansa Thi-
lakaratne ensured a Sri Lankan vie-
tory despite being held to 114 ina spir-
ited Samoan bowling performance.
Australia posted 137 and were large-
ly untroubled, as Kate Pelle, Ines
MeKeon, Eleanor Larosa and Graee
Lyons all enjoyed time in the middle.
Rain affected India's meeting with
South Africa, as Niki Prasad’s team
won by six wickets on the DLS
method.

ernment to promptly issue visas to all
captains, players and team officials
who will come here for pre-tourna-
ment events,

“This obviously includes Rohit or

any other Indian team player or of-
ficial or board off " he added.

Another source confirmed to PTI
that the PCB has made it clear to the
ICC that the opening ceremony, fea-
turing all teams and their eaptains,
will take place in Pakistan.

“This is in line with the usual pro-
tocols and since the opening match
is on 1gth the opening ceremony
can be expected either on the 16th or
17th,” the source added.

He said the schedule of the open-
ing ceremony would depend on the
warm-up matches list.

The source said that recently three
Indian nationals, who were a part of
the ICC delegation which came to
Pakistan, were promptly issued visas
once the world body sent their names
to the PCB.

£

Shikhar Dhawan opens up about
challenges of his early Cricketing career

New Delhi
ia opener Shikhar Dhawan
hared insights into
the early struggles of his career during
aheartwarming event as part of his in-
teraction with buddi eters from
various NGOs for the Shikhar Dhawan
Foundation

In a conversation with underprivi-
leged children, he disclosed the chal-
lenges he faced when starting out in
cricket.

He recalled as quoted by a press re-
lease, " I started playing at ayoung age
for a club, practised fora year, a
to play a tournament after a
Dhawan revealed that during his ear-
ly days, he would not only practice but
also perform various chores, like rolling
the pitch, bringing tea for the coaches,
and enduring long hours under the sun,
all in the hopes of getting just 10 min-
utes to bat at the end of the day.

‘These early sacrifices and hard work
eventually paid off, propelling him to
where heistc n international-
ly renowned cricketer. This inspiring
story was shared during a special event
in December last year, where Dha
interacted with underprivileged kids,
gifted them presents, and engagedin a
Q&A session.

Through his foundation, Dhawan
aims to make a positiveimpact on the
lives of these children, offering them
bath material and moral support. His
Journey from humble beginnings to
cricket stardom serves as a powerful re-
minder of perseverance and dedication.

‘The 38-year-old brought the curtains
down on his illustrious career by tak-
ing to Instagr ngan emo-
tional message to announce his deci-
sion. In his illustrious career, runs ef-
fortlessly came off Dhawan'’s ba
represented India across all formats,
but ODI wa

In 167 appearances, the southpaw

4
These early sacrifices and hard
work eventually paid off, pro-
pelling him to where he is
today as an internationally
renowned cricketer. This in-
spiring story was shared during
a special eventin December
last year, where Dhawan inter-
acted with underprivileged
kids, gifted them presents, and
engaged in a Q&A session.

gone to London with Saim, have joined
the Pakistan team in Multan ahead of
the first Tu\l. inst the West Indies

s are hoping the young
southpaw can recover from his injury
in time for the Champions Trophy be-
cause he has proven himself to be the
mostimproved and consistent ODI bat-
terin recent times.

His two hundreds in the three-match
one-day series in South Africa show-
cased Saim's growing reputation as a
fluent and quick scoring opener.

Yashasvi Jaiswal
joins Mumbai
Ranji camp

Mumbai

India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal on
Wednesday joined the Mumbai camp
after confirming his availability for the
next round of Ranji Trophy but skip-
per Rohit Sharma wasnot to be seen
after turning up for a couple of prac-
tice on the opening day of training.

Rohit, who batted alongside Mum-
bai captain Ajinkya Rahane on Tues-
day here at the Wankhede Stadium,
is expected to resume training in a day
ar two.

However, it remains to be seen if the
incumbent Indian skipper would play
in the domestic giant's next Ranji Tro-
phy fixture.

Rohit is yet to confirm his avail-
ability for the Elite Group A contest
against Jammu and Kashmir starting
on January 23 but so far, no formal
ons have been taken place.

“The selectors are expected to
nounce the squad on January
during which they will follow the. Lhw
process of checking for the availabil-
ity of every player. Rohit will also be

produced
es and racked up 6,793 runs at an av-
erage of 44.1, including 17 centuries and
39 fifties.

In the longest format of cricket,
where he stitched up memorable part-
nerships with Murali Vijay, Dhawan
garnered 2,315 runs in 34 matches at
an average of 40.6. His Test carcet was
laced with seven tons and five half-cen-
‘turies.

In the T2ol format, Dhawan made
68 appearancesand scored 1,759 runs
at an average of 27.9, including 11
fifties. In the domestic circuit, Dhawan
played 122 First-Class ericket matches
and handsomely scored 8,499 runs at
an average of 44.26, incdluding 25 cen-
turies and 29 fifties.

performanc-

d around the time for se-
lection,” a Mumbai Cricket Associa-
tion (MCA) official said.

The 37-year-old is looking to put an
end to his poor run with the bat after
he managed a mere 31 runs in three

sts that he played
tralia in the Border-Gav

Meanwhile, Jaiswal had a batting
stint in the open nets session at the
Bandra Kurla Complex Ground in
the morning.

While Rahane looked in rich form
with some powerful flicks off the
pads, it was Shivam Dube who was se-
vere an bath fast bowlers and spinners
alike as he played an aggressive knock
in his batting stint with the Mumbai
captain.
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Four Indians
arrested on
charges of
abducting
Chinese national
Kathmandu:

Four Indian nationals
have been arrested in
central Nepal on the
charges of abducting a
Chinese national from
Kathmandu, police said
on Wednesday.

A special team of po-
lice on Tuesday arrested
Ashutosh Dattatreya, 32,
Amol Karmate, 30, Af-
sar Seikh. 40, and Amol
Shrisat, 33, all from Ma-
harashtra, from an Indi-
an number plate vehicle
heading towards Het-
auda from Kathmandu
carrying the Chinese na-
tional, government daily
Gorkhapatra quoted Ne-
pal Police as saying.

e Indian nationals
claimed they abduct-
ed the Chinese because
he cheated them in the
name of playing illegal
gambling.

The police said it acted
on a tip-off to arrest the
four Indians at the Het-
auda-Bhimfedi—Kule-
khani road section of the
Kathmandu-Hetauda
Highway.

The police said both
Indians and Chinese
seemed to be involved in
criminal activities

It said it has initiated
an investigation into the
‘matter.

i
i
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Xi Jinping talks with Dissanayake,
pledges new era in China-Sri Lanka ties

Beijing:

China places Sri Lanka

on top of its neighbour-
hood  diplomacy and
supports it in safeguard-
ing its sovereignty, Pres-
ident Xi Jinping told his
Sri Lankan counterpart
Anura Kumara Dissan-
ayake during their meet-
ing here on Wednesday.

After their meeting,
the two countries signed
several agreements to
boost bilateral ties, an
official statement here
said.

Xi expressed China's
readiness to usher in a
new era of development
in bilateral ties and
called on the two eoun-
tries to have a “keen
grasp” of their relations
from a “strategic per-
spective” and  jointly
build a China-Sri Lan-
ka community with a
shared future, it said.

Dissanayake, who ar-
rived here on Tuesday on
a four-day visit a month
after travelling to India
on his first overseas trip
since assuming office in
September, was given a
ceremonial welcome at
the Great Hall of People,

following which both the
Presidents held talks.
After the talks, the
two leaders witnessed
the signing of several
bilateral documents on
the cooperation plan
for jointly building the
“Belt and Road” and on
the export of agricultur-
al products to China, so-
cial livelihood, news and
broadcasting, the Chi-
nesde official statement

[:ssannyake‘s meet-
ing with Xi is keenly
watched as the Sri Lan-

kan leader representing
the  Marxist-oriented
Janata  Vimukti Pera-
muna (JVP) — the ma-
jority partner of the
ruling National People’s
Power (NPP) — outlines
his China policy after
his India visit where he
assured New Delhi that
he will not allow Sri Lan-
ka's territory to be used
i India’s security

s.
assurance  was
viewed in the backdrop
of concerns raised by
India over frequent vis-

of Chinese research
vessels regarded as spy
ships to Sri Lankan
ports.

In his meeting with
Dissanayake, Xi stressed
that China has always
placed Sri Lanka at the
top of its neighbourhood
diplomacy, the official
statement here said.

China will continue
to support Sri Lanka in
safeguarding its nation-
al independence, sov-
ereignty and territorial
lntegrm' support  Sri
Lanka in independently

exploring a development
path that suits its na-
tional conditions, and is
willing to deepen politi-
cal mutual trust with Sri
Lanka, he said.

Xi empha: Chi-
na's readiness to work
closely with Sri Lanka
in ushering in a new
era of development and
also recalled the long-
standing  relationship
between the two coun-
tries, highlighting the
close friendship that
has existed for decades.

China will actively
support Sri Lanka in fo-
cusing on economic de-
velopment, and the two
countries should jointly
foster new highlights in
high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation, as
well as cooperation in
modern agriculture,
digital economy and
marine economy, Xi
said.

High-quality Belt and
Road cooperation and
cooperation in various
fields have achieved
fruitful results, bring-
ing tangible benefits
to the two peoples, Xi
said.

India to provide grant
for supplying police
vehicles to Sri Lanka

e
) New Delhi: _
India would supply ve-
hicles to be used by the
Sri Lankan police un-
der a grant, the Indian
High Commission here
said on Wednesday.

Indian High Com-
missioner in Colombo
Santosh Jha and the
top bureaucrat in the
public security minis-
try DWRB Seneviratne
have signed the MolU
for the grant assis-
tance worth Sri Lan-
kan rupees 300 mil-
lion

The project entails
supply of at least 80
single cabs, spare
parts and accessories
to the police stations
in Northern Province
of Sri Lanka, which
will address a vital re-

quirement of Sri Lan-
kan Police related to
enhancing safety of citi-
zens and maintenance of
law and order, a release
said.

India’s people-centric
development  coopera-
tion initiatives based on
the needs of the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka and
the priorities of the
Sri Lanka government
are making a tangible
difference to the daily
lives of the people in all
the 25 districts of the
country across sectors
such as housing, health,
education, fisheries,
transport, renewable
energy, livelihood sus-
tenance,  agriculture,
among many others,
the ngh Commission
said in the release.

Bangladesh SC acquits former PM Khaleda Zia

- Dhaka:
Bangladesh Supreme
Court on  Wednesday

acquitted former prim
minister and BNP Chair-
person Khaleda Zia in a
corruption  case, over-
turning the High Court’s
earlier 10-year prison
sentence,

The verdict was deliv-
ered by a bench led by
Chief Justice Dr Syed
Refaat Ahmed after re-

viewing 79-year-old

Zia's appeal against the
High Court’s ruling on
Wednesday, the Dhaka

Tribune reported.

The Supreme Court

acquitted Zia, the par-

ty's Acting Chairman
Tarique Rahman, and all
other suspects in their
aﬁpeul over the Zia Or-
phanage Trust graft case,
the report added.

The Appellate Division
noted that the case was
motivated by revenge.

Zia was sentenced on
February 8, 2018, by
Dhaka's Special Judge
Court-5 to five years of
imprisonment for al-
leged embezzlement of

government funds in the
name of the Zia Orphan-
age Trust,

The same verdict
handed down 10 years of
rigorous imprisonment
for five other accused,
including Zia's son Tari-
que and former chief
secretary Kamal Uddin
Siddiqui. Each of the
accused was also fined
Tka.1 erore.

Among the accused,
Tarique, Siddiqui, and

Ziaur Rahman's neph-
ew Mominur Rahman
have  remained  ab-
seonding.

Zia appealed the trial
court’s verdict to the
High Conrt, but the sen-
tence was increased to
10 years by a High Court
bench comprising Jus-
tice M Enayetur Rahim
and Justice Md Mostafi-
zur Rahman on October
30, 2018.

Zia subsequently filed

a leave-to-appeal pe-
tition against this sen-
tence.

Following years of de-
lays due to legal proce-
dural issues and a lack of
initiative from lawyers,

accepted Zia's leave-to-
appeal on November 11,
2024.

The court also stayed
the High Court’s 10-year
sentence pending the
final hearing of the ap-

DPIIT Discusses FDI Promotion
with PEs, VCs, Pension Funds

_ New Delhi:
The Department for
Promotion of Indus-

try and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) on Wednesday
held consultations with
pension funds, private
equity and venture cap-
itals on ways to attract
more foreign  direct
investments into the
country, an official said.

The meeting was sec-
ond in the line. Last
week, the department
held discussions with
stakeholders, including
law firms and industry
chambers, on the mat-
ter.

In that meeting, the
issues being flagged by
law firms included per-
mitting e-commerce
players to allow foreign
direct investment (FDI)
in inventory-based
models of online trade
for export purposes
only; easing press note
3 by defining beneficial
ownership; and some
tweaking the policy for
single-brand retail trad-
ing.

Under this press note,
government approval is
mandatory for investors

from countries sharing
land borders with India
in any sector.

¥FDI inflows into India
have crossed the USD 1
trillion milestone in the
April 2000-September
2024 period.

The key sectors at-
tracting the maximum
of these inflows include
the services segment,
computer software and
hardware, telecommu-
nications, trading, con-
struction development,
automobile, chemicals,
and pharmacenticals.

The investment in
India rose by 45 per
cent year-on-year to
USD 29.79 billion in
April-September  this
fiscal on healthy inflows
in services, computer,
telecom and pharma
sectors, according to
government data.

Monthly, Yearly Toll Passes
for Vehicles: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi:

he government is
contemplating  in-
troducing monthly

and yearly passes in lien
of toll collection for pri-
vate vehicles on National
Highways as they account
for only 26 per cent of
total realisation, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said on Wednesday.

Addressing an  event
here, Gadkari also said
the toll collection booth
will be set up outside vil-
lages so that it may not
disturb the mavement of
villagers.

The minister said, "74
per cent of toll revenue
comes from commer-
cial vehicles. We are
considering introducing
monthly or annual pass-
es for private vehicles.”

Private vehicles ac-
count for only 26 per
cent of total toll collec-
tion, so the government
would not suffer any
losses, he added.

The Road Transport
and Highways Ministry
has decided to initi
ly implement a barri-
er-less global navigation
satellite system (GNS-
S)-based toll collection

system on national high-
ways as an added facil-
ity along with FASTag,
Gadkari said.

"Global  mnavigation
satellite system (GNS-
S)-based toll collection

system will be better
than current toll collec-
tion system," the minis-
ter added.

Last year in July, Gad-
kari said a pilot study
with regard to the GNSS-

based user fee collection
system has been done on
Bengaluru-Mysore sec-
tion of NH-275 in Kar-
nataka and Panipat-His-
ar section of NH-709 in
Haryana.

The move is aimed
at reducing traffic con-
gestion and charging
motorists for the exact
distance travelled on the
highways.

During 2018-19, the
average waiting time
for vehicles at toll plaza
‘was 8 minutes. With the
introduction of FAST-
ags during 2020-21 and
2021-22, the average
waiting time of the ve-
hicles was reduced to 47
seconds.

Although there is con-
siderable improvement
in waiting time at cer-
tain locations, especial-
ly near cities, in dense-
ly-populated towns,
there are still some de-
lays at toll plazas during
peak hours.

Vishwa Samudra Group appoints Shivdutt
Das as MD and Lakshmi Priyadarshini as VC

New Delhi:
$ 3 Bn conglom-
crate Vlshwa Samudra
Group from Hyderabad,
India led by its promot-
er Chairman Mr. Chinta
Sasidhar has announced
Mr. Shivdutt Das as the
Managing Director and
Ms. Lakshmi Priya-
darshini Chinta as the
Vice Chairperson for its
Holding Company to
oversee the group oper-
ations.

The holding company
currently has interests

Aviation, Manufactur-
ing and lnveitmenls Its

in E Marine,

ing arm Vishwa

Samudra  Engineering
has been an mduitry
outlier  demons

phenomenal growth in
the last 2 years surpass-
ing many competitors in
the infrastructure space
in India. The pioneers in
building urban ropeway
at Varanasi also bagged
the most innovative in-
frastructure  company
award at the ABP Infra-
structure Conelave.
Shivdutt has been part
of the group for the last
few years working as the
Group Executive Direc-
tor. This makes him one
of the youngest profes-
sionals compared to his

peer group. A part of
the FICCI National Ex-
ecutive, he has worked
with organisations like

United Spirits, ICICI
Prudential, Bharti Axa
Life Insurance, Tata

AIA, Reliance Capital
and DY Patil Healthcare
in the past beyond his
own start-up eco system
as an early investor. He
was also one of the in-
vestors on Swiggy cap
table pre-1PO.

A qualified economics
scholar with great inter-
est in philanthropy has

recently authored a gor-
geous coffee table book
“Dugga Dugga” covering
the story of Durga Puja
and its connection to In-
dia across geographies.
During this  an-
nouncement Mr. Chin-
ta Sasidhar, the Group
Chairman said “The
group needs this lead-
ership now when we are
poised to take a quan-
tum leap and build a leg-
acy through our work.
We are building a global
enterprise and Shivdutt
is the best suited inter-

nal talent to take this
role”.

Tal.dng ahead this
KMP formation, Ms.
Lakshmi Priyadarshini

Chinta was announced
as the Vice Chairperson
for the Group. An avid
mathematician ~ who
had found her world in
teaching children the
simpler ways lo solve
the most complex prob-
lems of maths now cre-
ates the right balance
and gender inclusion
ratios of the group phi-
losophy.

India is First
Responder for
Global South
in Disasters:
Goyal

Ne v Delhi: I
ndia is known as the
first responder to the
Global South for its
humanitarian  initia-
tives in times of natural
disasters, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the World
Congress on Disaster
Management,  Disas-
ter Risk Reduction
(WCDM-DRR) Awards
here, he said India is
known to provide dis-
aster management to
neighbouring countries
in flood prevention and
flood control.

During the COVID-19
pandemic, the country
provided free vaccines
to over 100 countries
throngh the 'Vaccine
Maitri'  humanitarian
initiative, he added,

The minister added
that disaster relief in-
surance claims is an
area where work needs
to be done in creating
awareness and provid-
ing faster disposal of
the claims in a seam-
less manner and there
should not be a need to
approach the courts to
get relief.

Factual, correct as-
sessment and analysis
will help the authori-
ties in settling disaster
relief claims faster and
giving relief to the de-
serving, the minister
said.

"India is the first
responder for Global
South in times of need,"
he said.
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Kriti Kharbanda shares

adorable pictures from her

Mumbai

he much-loved B-

town couple Kriti

Kharbanda and

Pualkit Samrat exle-
brated their first Lohri after
tying the knot in March last
and the pictures are

kaafi cute” to handle.

The couple took to their
Instagram account to share
e glimpses from their
intimate home celebra
Kriti posted photos of the
couple taking rounds
the sacred fire, dancing, and
celebrating with their par-

on.

imd

ents, making the occasion
extraspeeial

The actress looked stun-
ning in a red suit adorned
with intricate floral designs,
while Pulkit kept it styli

mple in a blue karta-pyja-
ma set. Along with the pic-

vel

tures, the actress added a
caption that read, fi
cute! Hamari pehh Lohril®

TFans flooded the comment
section with love and wish-
=

One user commented,
"Ghar pe hi manali, good
idea,” while another added,

"Very cute. Bless you guys.”

Last year, Kriti celebrated
Karwa Chauth with Pulkit
and shared a couple of pic-
tures from the occasion.
Along with the post, the
ss also added a long

caption where she wrote

act:

about the traditions she
grew up watching her
mother follow. l

Pulkit and Kriti mar- §
ried on March 152024, in

Manesar. Their wedding |

festivities took place in the
presence of close family
members and friends, Actors

Priyanka Chopra, Nick Jonas's

daughter Malti Marie gets adorable
birthday wish from grandmother

Madhu
Chopra,

B 05

has shared a heartwarming
post for her granddanghter
Malti Marie on the oce:
of her third birthday. M
the dmghter of Priyanka
Nick Jot

as tumned three on

ernal grandmother)
marked the occasion with a
touching post on social me-

To cele-
brate the
day

Madhu
posted a
delightful
reel  filled
with heart-
warming pho-

tos and videos
of the young one
with her parents,
Privanka and Nick
and herself.
Alongside the reel, Madhu
wrote, "Happy birthday to
the light of our lives, Malti
Marie May your birthday be
s magical 1"
ans were quick to leave
adorable comments on the
post. One fan wrote, "Happy
Birthday MM Congratula-
tions to the sweetest, cutest

@l
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Ali Fazal, Richa
L‘hudhu./
Varun 7,
Sharma,

and Manjot Singh §
were also a part
of the functions.
Kriti and P
have appeared
together in
several 7/
films, like
Veerey Ki Wed-
ding, "Taish', and
‘Pagalpanti’. Re-
portedly, their
lave story began
during the filming
of Pagalpanti in 1
2019, and since then |
they have been treat- §
ing fans to their heart-
wa

ring maments on
social media.

and most beautiful toddler "

Another wrote, "Happy
birthday ittle a R

Malti Marie was born
through surrogacy
Privanka and Nick
Jonas on January
2022. Since her
birth, Privanka %
has often shared
glimpses of her motherhood
journey, balaneing her ea-
reer with her new role as a

mother.

A week ago, Privanka
dropped pictures and videos
that captured the start of her
New Year. The actress cele-
brated the New Year
and Caicos with her husband
Nick Jonas and their litte one
Malti Marie. In the post
shared by Priyanka, the ac-
tress also shared a video of
the little one singing.

In one of the videos from
the post, Privanka Chopra
can be seen recording Malti
Mariesinging thelittle can be
seen watching the film
"Moana' an television and
singing alang 1o a song from
the film. When she stops in
between, Privanka prompts
her to continue singing.

3

Raha trips and falls while running towards
Ranbir Kapoor; doting dad comforts his baby girl

Ranbir Kapoor
took some time

off from his b:
work schedule and decided
to tuke over daddy duties
while his wife Alia Bhatt
indulged in a game of
padel. In the video shared
by a paparazzo, Raha and
Ranbi 1 sharing
some adorable moments

an be se

as she runs barefoot on

the grass. However, while

heading tow;
she trips and falls. The lit-

tle munehkin gets up all by
herself and walks towards
her dad, who then com-
forts her,

As the video surfaced on
social media, scores of ne-
tizens praised Ranbir
Kapoor for being there for
his baby girl. One user
wrote, “Ranbir is one of the
best fathers. Hands-on
with his little one since

she was born.”

Rakesh Roshan recalls
being shot with 2 bullets
for not letting Hrithik
work with the underworld

Mumbai
rithik Roshan
debuted in Bol-
Iywood with the
2000 film Kaho

Naa Pynar Hai which was
directed by his father and
former actor Rakesh Roshan.
Hrithik became a star
overnight with the film's suc
cess. However, a week after
its release in January, Rakesh
was shot with two bullets in
broad daylight while leaving
his office. He somehow drove
himsefto the hospital and re-
covered. The incident wis
linkesd to the underwordd that
held its influence in Mumbai,
especially the entertainment
industry.

In an interview with Bol-
lvwood Hungama, Rakesh
Raoshan recalled that crimi-
nals from the underworld

wanted to produce a film

with Hrithik as the lead
However, the filmmaker was
against it. He shared “I nev-
er gave any indication that
Hrithik could do a filin for
them. I kept putting them off
saying Hrithik had no dates,
which in any case, was the
truth. They then asked me to
take dat
producers and give it to them.
‘This again, I refused to do.”

The doting dad was deter-

away from other

mined to not give in to their
demandsand as a result, was
shat. “Once I had committed
my son's dates elsewhere, T
refused to give into arm-
twisting tactics. | nev
in. With the kind of tension
and fear that some of us had
to bear, we couldn’t do any-
thing ereative, let alane make

m,” he added.

Shahid Kapoor flaunts
rugged look in upcoming
film Deva with a
cigarette in his mouth

Mun
ctor  Shahid
Kapoor is leaving

no  stone

urned to create
excitement among his fz
regarding his upcoming film
Deva’

After sharing film's teas-
erand video of the song 'B-
hasad Macha', Shahid on
Tuesday shared a picture
of his rugged look with a cig-
arettein his mouth, exuding
intensit,
also gave an exciting up-
date about the fili's trailer.

He informed everyone
that the trailer of Deva will
be released next week.

The film revolves around
Shahid Kapoor portr
rebellious police o

un-

d charisma. He

Lissked with solving a high-
profile case that unravels
al
and gErous conspiricy.

Apart  from Shahid
Kapoor, 'Deva’ also stars
Pooja Hegde as s journalist
in a pivotal role.Directed
by Rosshan Andrrews and
produced by Zee Studios
and Siddharth Roy Kapur,
the film has generated im-
mense buzz since its an-
nouncement.The film is
slated for release on January
31,2025,

"Deva’  also  marks
Shahid's return to the big
screen after almost a year,
following his last appear-
ance in the flm "Teri F
Mein Aisa Uljha Ji
starring Kriti

layers of deceit, beiray






