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m Adani row: Opp rallies together for a
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OTT film 'Lost' out
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calls him 'Sitara’ FIRA 202 s

Govt likely to clear 5
names for elevation as

ED cases fake,

auedw  JPPC probe, sees chance to corner govt g, eme Court iudees
topple or form p J 8
govts: Arvind B These leaders were also of the view a B All leaders of the like-minded opposition parties were unanimous -
Kejriwal reference to the Hindenburg Research that the issue of the tanking of stocks of Adani Group firms should
should be avoided as it would amount to be raised in Parliament during the discussions on the Motion of
taking the issue out of r.he context of fndm Thanks on the Presrdent s Address and the Union Budget.
5 STATE : New Delhi | Opposition  leaders
: pposition par- said while the Congress . | =i ' QS o achh
k lalyanaAssembly ties on Thursday pushed for a JPC probe New Delhi The sanclioned
budget sessi agreed to jointly on the issue, parties he government is  strength of the apex
udget session raise the issue of alle- such as the CPI, CPI{M), likely to clear the  court is 34, including
from Feb 20: CM gations of fraud against Samajwadi Party, AAP names of three the Chief Justice of In-
the Adani Group in Par- and the TMC pushed for  high court chief justices  dia. Its present working
Khattar liament but were yet to an apex court monitored  and two HC judges rec-  strength is 27
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agree on the mode of
inquiry into the Guja-
rat-based corporate ma-
ior.

At a meeling of like-
minded political parties
convened by Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge, there was a
general agreemenlt on
raising the Adani issue
vigorously in both the
Houses and force the
government Lo take up
the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address
from Monday:

A section of the op-
position leaders were
of the view that the at-
tack on the government
should be targeted on

"forcible”  investments
by public sector ins-
titutions in corporate

entities  having ques-
tionable business prac-
tices that have led 1o
massive losses, These
leaders were also of the

view a refmemu to the
Hindenburg Research
should be avoided as
it would amount lo ta-
king the issue out of the
context of India.

Though Kharge made
the demand [or a Joint
Parliamentary Commil-
tee (JPC) investigation
on the issue alter (he
meeling of like-minded
opposition  parties, a
section of the leaders
favoured a Supreme
Court-monitored probe

or an inquiry by the Se-
curities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI).

"Different parties will
express Lheir views on
the floor of both Houses
about what the mode
of enquiry should be
condueted Lo expose and
unravel this scam,” said
Derek O'Brien, the TMC's
Parliamentary party lea-
der in Rajya Sabha.

All leaders of the
like-minded opposi-
tion parties were una-

RBI said to seek details of

Mumibai
The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)
has sought details
about lenders’ expo-

sures Lo the Adani Group,
banking sources said, a
day after the conglom-
erale withdrew the Rs
20,000-crore follow on
public offer (FPO) of its
flagship firm Adani En-
terprises amid the steep
fall in its stock prices.

On Wednesday, Swiss
lender Credit Suisse
stopped aceepting
bonds by Adani group
companies as collaterals
for margin lending.

The going has been
tough for the diversified
conglomerate over the
past week ever since US-
based short seller Hin-
denburg Research lev-
elled aslewof allegations
aboul the group's opera-
tions, calling it the big-
gest corporate con ever.
The Ahmedabad-head-
quartered group has de-
nied all the allegations
but failed to convince

analysts and investors.

The RBI gets access to
banks' large corporale
borrowers on a regular
basis as part of the cen-
tral repository of infor-
mation on large credits
(CRILC) data base, the
banking sources said.

Many a time bank
lending happens against
pledged securities and a
massive fall in the price
of the equity shares of
the Adani group’s 10
listed entities could have
accordingly lowered the
value of the pledged se-
curities.

There has been selling
pressure in banks’ stocks

a1

banks’ exposure to Adam Group

o ek
s

since the Hindenberg
Research’'s  report  re-
leased on January 24 as
investors are concerned
about the impact of the
crisis on banks’ books.

Country’s largest lend-
er SBI had said it's ex-
posure to Adani group
is fully secured by cash
generaling assets, in an
attempl o assuage in-
veslor concerns.

Another public sector
lender Bank of Baroda
has snid its total expo-
sure to the embattled
group stood at Rs 7,000
crore, which are also ful-
ly secured.

Agencies

nimous that the issue
of the tanking of stocks
of Adani Group firms
should be raised in Par-
liament during the dis-
cussions on the Motion
of Thanks on the Pre-
sident's Address and the
Union Budget.

"The parties are of
the view that this scam
of monumental pro-
portions should be dis-
cussed on the floor of
the House," an opposi-
tion leader said.

probe. Some parties fa-
voured a probe by SEBI,
the market regulator.

"Opposition  leaders
are being continuously
harassed for no reason
by the ED (Enforce-
ment Directorate) and
the CBI (Central Bu-
reau of TInvestigation).
The government must
take action against the
perpetrators  of  Lhis
monumental scam and
ensure that they do not
flee the country. The
hard-earned money of
millions of Indians is in
peril,” said O'Brien. The
opposition  parties are
to meet again on Friday
after a meeting was cal-
led by Kharge. The TMC
and some other parties
are unlikely to attend,
sources saicl. The opposi-
tion parties are also likely
to meel near the Gandhi
statile in Parliament on
Friday and raise the Ada-
ni issue.

ommended for elevation
to the Supreme Court,
sources said on Thurs-
day.

On December 13 last
year, the Supreme Court
Collegium had recom-
mended to the govern-
ment to appoint Justice
Pankaj Mithal, Chief
Justice, Rajasthan High
Court; Justice Sanjay
Karol, Chiefl Justice,
Patna High Court; Jus-
tice P V Sanjay Kumar,
Chiel Justice, Manipur
High Court; Justice Ah-
sanuddin Amanullah of
Patna High Court; and
Justice Manoj Misra of
Allahabad High Court as
apex court judges.

Sources aware of judi-
cial appointments said
that the government is
likély to clear their ap-
pointments.

Once the five take oath
as judges of the top court,
its working strength will
goupto3a.

On-January 31, the Su-
preme Court collegitm
had recommended two
more names for eleva-
tion as Lop court judges
-- Justice Rajesh Bindal,
Chiefl Justice, Allahabad
High Court and Justice
Aravind Kumar, Chief
Justice, High Courl of
Gujarat.

While recommending
their names, the SC Col-
legium had said that the
names recommended by
it on 13 December 2022
"shall have precedence
over the two names rec-
ommended presently for
appointment to the Su-
preme Court." "There-
fore, the appointments
of five judges recom-
mended on 13 Decem-
ber 2022 should be
notified separately and
earlier in point of time
before the two judges re¢-
ommended by this res-
olution,” it had told the
Law Ministry. Agencies

No decision as of now on implementation

of Uniform Civil Code 5ay’s Kiren Rijiju

New Delhi:

he governmen!
has not laken any
decision as of now

on the implementation
of a Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in the country,
Law Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju said on Thursday,
He was responding to
a question in the Rajya
Sabha on whether the
government has any
plan to pass the UCC Bill.
"As per the informa-
tion received from the
Law Commission, the
matter related (o the
Uniform Civil Code may
be taken up by the 22nd
Law Commission for its
consideration,  There-
fore, no decision on the
implementation of a uni-
form civil code has been
taken as of now," Rijiju
told the Upper House.
The minister said that
the government had
requested the 2ist Law
Commission to examine
various issues relaling
to UCC and to make ree-

Adani stocks continue to plunge after FPO removal

Mumbai

ven after scrap-
ing $20,000 crore
PO, the shares

of Adani Group com-
panies plunged further
with the flagship Adani
Enterprises dropping by
26% while stocks of olh-
er listed entities contin-
ued on free fall mode on
Thursday.

Exeept Ambuja Ce-
ment, all other stocks
of its listed entilies wit-
nessed rout declining
from 5-18% on Thurs-
day.

The market has not
paid heed 1o Ahmedabad
based billionaire Gau-
tam Adani’s reassur-
ance, who in a video
message said, “For me,
the interest of my inves-
tors is paramount and
everything is secondary.”

While shares of Adani

Enterprises were down
8 per cent, the shares
of Adani Transmission,
Adani Green Energy and
Adani Total had fallen
10 per cent, While Adani

Ports was down 2.7 per
cent, Adani Power and

Adani  Wilmar were

down 8.3 per cent and 5

per cent respectively.
Meanwhile, Ambuja

Cements and ACC were
trading in the green and
were up by 5.6 per cent
and 0.7 per cent respec-
Lively.

The sharp decline in

the shares of the group
led to further erosion in
the net worth of Gau-
tam Adani and as of
Thursday noon, he had
slipped to the 161h spol
in the Forbes billionaire
list with a net worth of
$69.2 hillion.

Ahead of the market
opening on Thursday,
Gautam Adani, through a
video statement, had said
that the FPO withdrawal
decision was laken con-
sidering the volatility in
the market. “The board
strongly felt that it would
nol be morally correct to
proceed with the FPO....
Forme, the interest of my
ivestors s paramounl
and everything is second-
ary. Hence to insulate the
investors from potential
losses we have withdrawn
the FPO," Adani said,

Agencies

ommendations thereon,

However, the term of
that commission ended
on August 31, 2018.

The term of the pres-
ent law panel ends later
this month. Government
sources have indicaled
that the panel's (hree-
vear term could be ex-
tended, said,

The current law panel
was constiluted on Feb-
ruary 21, 2020, but its
chairperson and mem-
bers were appointed
in November last vear,
months before the end
of the panel's term.

Implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code was
a poll promise made by
the Bharaliya Janata
Party during the 2014
and 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, The UCC aims
to replace personal laws
hased on the scriptures
and customs of various
religious  communities,
with a common set of
rules governing every
citizen of the country.

In December, a private
member's bill that seeks
to provide for a panel to
prepare a Unilorm Civil
Code was introduced in

| HIGHLIGHTS

B The term of the pres-
ent law panel ends fater
this month, Government
sources have indicated
that the panel's three-
yvear term could be ex-
terided, said.

B The current law panel was
constituted on February
21, 2020, but its chairper-
son and members were
appointed iin November
last year, months before
the end of the panel's
term.

the Rajya Sabha. BJP
MP Kirodi Lal Meena
moved for leave to inlro-
duce the bill to provide
for the constitution of
the national inspection
and investigation com-
milttee for preparation
of a Uniform Civil Code
and its implementation
throughout India and
for matters connected
therewith during the
private member’s busi-
ness, Agencies

Ramcharitmanas row: Maurya
on quest to ‘amend’ text

New Delhi

igging in his heels
in the controver-
sy over his com-

ments on  Ramcharit-
manas, Samajwadi Party
leader Swami Prasad
Maurya on  Thursday
said he will continue
with his "eampaign” un-
less the "objectionable"
portions in the epic are
banned or amended.

He accused the BJP of
treating the Dalits and
the backward as Hindus
only for the sake of votes
and said the "humilia-
tion" of these communi-
ties should end.

The Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council
member had recently

kicked up a row after
commenting that por-

tions of the Hindu fext
denigrated Dalits and
women.

"Swami Prasad Maurya
is not afraid of any num-
ber of threals to cul off
his head, tongue or nose.
1 have raised the issue of
respect for the backward
and the deprived," he
told reporters.

"This campaign will
continue tll the objec-
tionable remarks are

modified or banned,”
said the SP leader. re-
cently appointed as one
of the general secretar-
ies in his party.

The former UP minis-
ter said he was trying to
stop Dalits and the back-
ward from being abused.

"We want to end the svs-

tem of humiliation. So
those who consider hu-
miliation their religion,
they are gelting a stom-
achache," he said.

"I believe in law and
the Constitution,” he
said, claiming that he
has made his point in a
"peaceful manner” and
will continue to do so.

He claimed the BJP
regards the Dalits and
the OBC as Hindus only
for voles. Agencies
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Part of excise
‘scam’ kickbacks
used in
AAP's Goa
election campaign,

claims ED

New Delhi -
A part of the alleged Rs
100 crore “lickbacks”
generated in the serapped
Delhi excise policy was
used in the AAP cam-
paign in the 2022 Goa
assembly election, the ED
has claimed in its second
charge sheet in the case in
which Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
is an accused.

Delhi  Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal alleged
that the cases filed by the
agency were “fake” and
aimed to “topple” govern-
ments or form them.

in its charge sheet filed
in a special eourt on Jan-
uary 6, the federal probe
agency also alleged that
Sisodia was among those
who were using mobile
phones “purchased in the
name of another person”
to hide their tracks.

“There are instances
wherein accused/sus-
pects have used SIM card
isstied in the name of oth-
er persons and phones
purchased in the name
of other persons so that
when they gel caught
they may take this excuse
that either the SIM card
is not in their name or
that the phones were not
purchased by them and
belong to other persons,”
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) said in the
charge sheet.

A Delhi eourt took cog-
nisance of the prosecu-
tion complaint on Thurs-
day and summoned the
accused on February 23.

The ED named a lo-
tal of 17 individuals and
companies in this sup-
plementary charge sheet
including AAP commu-
nication in-charge Vijay
Nair (39), promoter of
liquor company Indos-
pirit Sameer Mahandru,
director of liquor com-
pany Buddy Retail Pwt
Limited Amit Arora (45),
general manager of lead-
ing French wine compa-
ny Pernod Ricard Benoy
Babu (44). whole-time
director and promoter of
Aurobindo Pharma P Sar-
ath Chandra Reddy (37
and  Hyderabad-based
businessman  Abhishek
Boinpally (36). All are in
judicial custody at pres-
ent.

A DANICS officer who
had served as Sisodia’s
secretary stated that it
was the first time that he
saw these proposals in
the draft GoM report (i.e.
document handed ever to
him) and he was directed
to prepare the report on
the basis of the said doc-
ument, the charge sheet
claimed.

It also claimed that a
close aide of the Delhi
chiel minister “arranged
a wideo call through
facetime (a video call-
ing facility on iPhone)
on lis phone for Sameer
(Mahandru) and Arvind
Keriwal, where Arvind
said to Sameer that the
aide is ‘his boy’ and that
Sameer should trust him
and carry on with him.”
These facts, the ED said,
are “relevant lo men-
tion so0 as to establish
the abatement of his
aclions in relation to
the excise policy scam,
by the political leaders
of the AAP.” The Del-
hi chief minister rub-
bished the contents of
the ED charge sheet,
saying it has “filed
5.000 charge sheets
under the tenure of the
current government.”
“How many people have
been sentenced? All the
cases filed by ED are
fake and they are used
to topple governments
or form them. ED does
nat file cases to eradi-
cate corruption. They
do it to buy MLAs, top-
ple governments. There
is a question on the ED
charge sheet,” Kejriwal
said.

Agencies
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Know your NAVY: The book
— Signalling Power & Partnerships’ 1s a must-read!

Sayan Chatierjee
New Delhi:

ommemorating
the exalting Indian
Navy Day, on 4th
of Dec, CNS Admiral R
Hari Kumar released the
boek in Visakhapatnam
in the august presence of
the Hon'ble President of
India and the Supreme

Commander of the
Armed Forees, Droupadi
Murmu.

The book on Naval

history, titled *A Decade
of Transformation - Sig-
nalling Power and Part-
nerships, ‘ chronicles the
Indian Naval History
from 2011-21. The Indi-
an Navy celebrates Navy
Day every year on 04
December to commenio-
rate its finest hour — its.
offensive actions that led
to a decisive victory dur-
ing the 1971 war.

The volume authored
by Capt. M Doraibabu,
NM, and Cdr. Amrut
Dilip Godbole, respee-
tively from the Indian
Navy. The title of the
book ‘denotes the three
vital underlying factors
of the Indian Navy in the
decade under review —
transformation in mul-
tiple respects inte a ca-
pable and credible Navy,
power in terms of com-
bat, Network Centric
Operations, and precise
ordnance delivery, and
lastly partnership signi-
fying the Navy as a erit-
ical instrument of mari-
time diplomacy and the
growing stature of IN as
the Preferred Security
Partner in the TOR, and
beyand.

There have been many
historie firsts for the In-
dian Navy in the period
2011-21, be it the in-

The volume authored
by Capt. M Doraibabu,
NM, and Cdr. Amrut
Dilip Godbole, respec-
tively from the Indian
Na

duction of indigenous-

ly built submarines.
both conventional and
SSBN INS Arihant, the
commissioning of INS
Vikramaditya, the addi-
tion of Maritime Patro]
Aireraft P-81, and instal-
lation of many more in-
digenously built potent
platforms.

Thisis, in fact, the sev-
enth volume of the Na-
vy's history; the first six
having covered the pe-
riod from 1945 to 2010.
This unique nndertaking
by the Indian Navy can
be traced back lo 1968
when the Service estab-
lished a History Cell.
The cell, objectively with
its idea, duly collates
and subsequent analysis
of historical data rele-
vant to the evolution of
the Tndian Navy.

Generally, each such
volume has covered a
period of a decade, and
it has been a tradition
to release it on Navy
Day. The title volume
documents vividly; a
total of forty-four war-
ships of varyving sizes
and capabilities were
commissioned in the
period as cited, of which
Lthirty-seven were indig-
enously built. Despite
fiscal constraints, the
pivotal role played by
the IN in the growth of
domestic warship-build-
ing capabilities by effec-
tively dovetailing with
national initiatives such
as Make in India and

Atmanirbhar Bharat
has enabled ils frans-
formation from ‘A Buy-
er, Navy to a ‘A Build-
er, Navy." This volume
stands 1o be a window
for us to lpok through at
our Indian Navy.

The volume further
delineates the saga of
significant gro in
capabilities and the in-
duction of culling-edge
technology required
matching  transforma-
tion in support facilities
and human capital, in
IN. The addition of new
operational,  mainte-
nance and training in-
frastructure such as the
Aireraft Carrier Dock,
Mls5 Gas Turbine Test
House,  Shore-Based
Test Facility, simula-
tors, ARNAV wargaming
software, the increasing

Helpline for psychological support to
cancer patients, families launched

New Delhi:

Fortis Cancer Institute
has launched a cancer
support helpline to pro-
vide psychological sup-
port for patients as well
as their family members.
The National helpline
number- 8586001051
will act as a medium
of communication for
families to help them
cope with the emotional
distress experienced in
their fight against can-
cer.

A feam of mental
health experts as part
of the psvcho-oncology
program by Fortis Men-
tal Health and Behav-
ioral Sciences will be
available to provide help
to these reaching out on
the helpline number.

Dr. Samir Parikh, Di-
rector. Mental Health
and Behavioral Scienc-
es at Fortis Healtheare
said, “While looking at
the complete and holis-
tic care of cancer, one
needs to understand
the psycho-sogial im-
pact that happens not
just on the patients but
also on the families.
The family members go
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lhmugh a lot nt emo-
tional stress, and psy-
chological distress while
Lrying to find support for
the patients... This is a
special helpline which
will enable and provide
psychological and emo-
tional support and care
to families of patients
who have cancer. This
helpline is a unique ini-
tiative by Fortis Mental
Health and Behavio-
ral Seciences who work
closely with the team
of anco-sciences across
the Fortis network.”
Talking about the
helpline number,
Dr.Vinod Raina, Chair-
man - Oncoscience,
Fortis Healtheare said,
“Fortis Healtheare is the
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first healthcare delt\f ery
organization to have
launched a dedicated
Cancer Support Help-
line which will provide
guidance and support
to family members of
cancer patients... The
emotional and psycho-
logical support of both
the patient and car-
egiver is mostly over-
looked. One can beat
the disease only when
both the caregiver and
the patient is mentally
and emotionally strong.
Thus, the launch Of
Cancer Helpline.

Federation of Seed
Industry of India calls
FSAAT's draft regula-
tions for GM food ‘time-
Iy and critical’

thrust towards digitali-
zation for process opti-
mization, and the shift
to an ‘All BE/B-Tech’
officer cadre have been
some of the significant
transformation markers
during this period.

The period 2011-21
also witnessed the IN
platforms operating
for more extended pe-
riods and farther than
ever before. The Indi-
an Navy, through its
mission-based deploy-
ments, has ensured a
sustained presence in
the Indian Ocean Re-
gion. Today, the IN ex-
ercises with more eoun-
tries than ever, both in
the TOR and beyond.
For a long, the IN, con-
sidered the principal
manifestation of India’s
maritime power, has sig-

nificantly scaled up its
diplomatic role through
training assistance; ca-
pability and capacity
addition, Humanitari-
an Assistance and Dis-
aster Relief (HADR),
and Search and Rescue
(SAR) assistance.
Mission Sagar and Op-
eration Samudra Setu T
and IT have beenthe IN's
highlight operations in
recent years in response
tag the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The capability,
reach, and, more fn-
damentally, the IN, in-
tent anchored in India's
vision of Security and
Growth for All in the Re-
gion through collective
maritime security con-
tinues to drive the IN's
transformation to that
of a ‘Preferred Security
Partner. in the TOR.

The title of this vol-
ume, A Decade of Trans-
formation:  Signalling
Power and Partnerships,
thus appropriately em-
bodies the ethos and
mettle of IN, ils jour-
ney, and its intent in
the period as reviewed.
The volume delight-
fully captures the IN's
jowrney of growth and
transformation against
the backdrop of multi-
ple challenges and the
mitigating ~ measures
adopted in its contin-
ued evolution inte a
combat-ready, capable,
cohesive, and three-di-
mensional future-ready
force.

The e-copy of this
book has been made
available for free reading
on Indian Navy's officia
site; Shano varuna.

AWS launches AWS Data Lab in India

New Delhi:

Today, Amazon Web
Services, Ine. (AWS), an
Amazon.coni  company,
released findings [rom
a new research report,
which shows that organi-
sations in India that har-
ness the power of data can
grow their annual busi-
ness revenue by 13.6% on
average. For large organi-
sations, this 15 equivalent
to 7,451 million in addi-
tienal annual revenue.
More than half (63%)
of organisations sur-
veyed in India shared
that effectively captur-
ing and analysing data
can lead to improved
productivity, followed
by increased sales and
revenue (60%), and im-
proved customer expe-
riences (56%). However,
the report found that de-
spite the growing impor-
tance of data capabilities
in an increasingly digital
world, 93% of organisa-
tions in India are still in
the Basic and Beginner
stages of data maturity.
“Data can be an invalu-
able souree of growth for
organisations in India.
The key is to put data
to use by analyzing it ef-
fectively, and creating a
data-driven culture. No

matter what stage or-
ganisations are in their
data maturity journey,
AWS is commitied to
helping customers in
India to leverage the
scalability, cost efficien-
ey, and security of the
cloud to scale their data
projeets and unify their
data to drive productiv-
ity and innovate on be-
half of their customers,”
said Puneet Chandok,
President of Commer-
cial Business, AWS In-
dia & South Asia (Ama-
zon Web Services India
Pvt. Ltd.).

Surveved  organisa-

tions in the retail trade
sector ranked the high-
est on the data maturity
scale, with 78% of these
organisations  achiev-
ing Advanced or Master
levels, followed by in-
formation, media, and
telecommunications
(68%), and finance and
insurance (67%). Con-
versely, organisations in
education and training
have the lowest levels of
data maturity, with less
than 30% of surveyed
organisations in that
industry achieving Ad-
vanced or Master levels
of data maturity.

World Wetlands Day 2023: Making wetland restoration a social movement

Staff Reporter

New Delhi:

Wetlands International
South Asia on Thurs-
day organised a public
event to sensitize soci-
ety to the multiple val-
ues of wellands on the
occasion of World Wet-
lands Day 2023.

The event was fo-
cused on how the role
society can play in en-

suring the effective
restoration of wetland
ecosystems,

The chief guest of the
event was Mr Amitabh
Kant, G20 Sherpa and
formerly Chief Execu-
tive Officer, NITI Aay-
og.

gDr Sidharth  Kaul
(President, Wetlands
[nternational South
Asia) introduced the

Dr Sidharth Kaul
(President, Wetlands
International South
Asia) introduced the
theme of the World
Wetlands Day 2023
and highlighted the
continuous efforts of
Wetlands Internation-
al South Asia over the
last 25 years towards
wetlands conserva-
tion and wise use.

theme of the World

Wetlands Day 2023
and highlighted the
continuous efforts of
Wellands International
South Asia over the last
25 vears towards wel-
lands conservation and
wise use.

The Chief Guest, Mr,
Amitabh  Kant deliv-
ered the keynote ad-
dress and called for a
whale-of-society ap-
proach and affirmative
actions: to restore wet-
lands for sustainable
development. While ac-
cording wetlands as the
life-support  systems,
he h)ghji’lghtcd the im-
plications of worsening
wetlands health on our
developmental trajec-
tory. India’s leadership
on championing wet-
lands conservation in
the ysth year of India's
importance was opined
as a landmark moment
to accord wetlands as
societal assets and fur-
ther step-up actions for
wetlands conservation
and restoration.

He released the pub-
lications and thematic
poster made by Wet-
lands International
South Asia on Wetland
restoration.

was followed by the
release of three knowl-
edge and outreach ma-
terials. A poster with
the theme “It's time for
Wetland Restoration™
highlighting the urgent
need to prioritize wet-
land restoration, and
calls upon increase
investment of human,
financial and politieal
capital for wetlands
conservation,

panel discussion on
‘Feological Restoration
of Wetlands® was or-
ganized in the second
half. The session was
chaired by Prof. Sudhir

K. Sopory (Emeritus
Senior Scientist, In-
ternational Centre for
Genetic  Engineering
and Biotechnology). My
Kunal Satyarthi (Joint
Secretary, National
Disaster Managenent
Authority, Ministry of
Home  Affairs, Gov-
ernment  of  India),
Dr Usha Lachungpa
(Formerly  Principal
Research Officer, For-
est Environment &
Wildlife Management
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim), and
Mr Ramveer Tanvar
(Founder, Say Earth
and popularly known
as the Pond Man of
India) participated in
the panel discussion.
end TFebruary of
each year is celebrat-

ed as World Wetlands
Day to mark the date
of adoption of the
Ramsar Convention -
an international Lreaty
established in 1971 to
provide the framework
for international eol-
laboration and nation-
al action for the con-
servation and wise use
of wetlands.

Each year, WWD
is' linked to a specif-
ic. theme to draw the
global  community's
attention to issues re-
lated to wetlands con-
servation. The 2023
theme - ‘Wetland res-
toration’ focused on
the significant role of
restoring these ecosys-
tems as a way of mak-
ing society food, water,
and climale secure.

‘A Decade of Transforamtion PLEXCONCILSs

expected to
generate USD
75 Million
worth biz

NEW DELHI:
Beating the global eco-
nomic slowdown, the
Reverse  Buyer-Seller
Meet (RBSM) for Indian
plastic exporters organ-
ized by PLEXCONCIL
from February 1 to 5,
2023 during PLASTIN-
DIA 2023 has evoked
tremendous response.

“Over 300 buyers
from across 32 coun-
tries, will be meetin,
and interacting wi
Indian exporters dur-
ing the PLASTINDIA
Expo.  PLEXCONCIL
has connected with over
80 embassies and high
commissions over the
past months and we
are happy with the im-
mense support that we
have been receiving. The
RBSM is expected to
translate into over USD
75 Million worth trans-
actions,” said Hemant
Mingcha, Chairman, PL-
EXCONCIL

The RBSM is being or-
ganized with the support
of Commerce Ministry’s
Market Access Initiative
(MAI) Scheme “PLEX-
CONCIL has mastered
the expertise in connect-
ing global buyers and
sellers of plastic goods
over decades now. And
it is heartening to note
that the RBSM has gen-
erated a great response
despite the economic
slowdown even during
the post-COVID era in
many countries,” said
Arvind Goenka, Chair-
man of PLEXCONIL's

GM foods are
safe & shown
no negative
effect on
humans and
environment

New Delhi:

The Federation of Seed
Industry of India (FSI)
has expressed its sup-
port for the proposed
Food Safety and Stand-
ards (Genetically Mod-
ified Foods) Regula-
tiong, 2022 and called
it timely and critical.
FSII Director Gener-
al Mr Ram Kaundinya
said the draft regula-
tions proposed by the
Food Safety and Stand-
ards Authority of India
(FSSAT) are progressive
and have given clarity
to Genetically Modified
(GM) foods, especially
in the wake of foed im-
ports being critical for
India's food security.
“In light of the impor-
tance of imports in our
food supply chain and
their ecritical require-
ment for many food
processing industries,
the draft GM food reg-
ulations released by
FSSAI are timely and
criliea.l,” he said.

“GM crops and [oods
are thoroughly tested,
evalnated, and reviewed
by trait developers and
then regulatory author-
ities for human and en-
vironmental safety be-
fore they are allowed for
commiercial sale.
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ED cases fake, are used to topple

MCD launches scheme for granting
online approval of regular factory licence

or form govts, says Arvind Kejriwal __ ' A
_ _ _ New Delhi 4 =) /
g ’ y J The Municipal Corporation :: ; /
of Delhi (MCD) has ! == 2
New Delhi sin that caused the defeat of  tune of Rs 7o lakh were launched a scheme for "\-.“"—..,, -
AP convener and AAP in the Goa elections madetothevolunteerswho  granting online approval _— g
Delhi Chief Minis- and the Delhipeoplewillnot  were part of the survey  of regular factory licence é
ter Arvind Kejriw- forgive them for it," hesaid.  teams,” the ED said. within nine days in order to -
| on Thursday dis- In its charge sheet, the ED The courttook cognisarice  facilitate the factory owners o
missed the Enforcement Di- has alleged that a closeaide  of the supplementary charge  and traders. :
rectorate's supplementary of Kejriwal received kick- sheetfiled by the ED against The MCD has taken such  w T
charge sheet in the excise backs to the fune of Rs1no  five individuals and seven  actions in order to stream-  is complete in all respects. The Municipal Corpora-
scam case, alleging cases crore from a group, on be-  companies in connection  line the process of issuance In the online system tion of Delhiis taking steps
filed by the agency are "fake” half of AAP leaders. ~ with alleged irregularities  of various municipal li- thereisalsoaninbuilt sys- to provide better civic serv-
and are used to "topple” or "Investigation of thetrail in the Delhi excise policy, censes under the Ease of tem ofautomaticpushingof ices to the citizens. This
form governments. of this kickback so farhasre-  which was withdrawn last  Doing Business (EODB).  the factory licence appli- initiative is taken to make
He charged that the En- vealed that part of these year by the AAP govern- Under this new scheme  cation to the next senior the online system trans-
forcement Directorate (ED) fundswere used intheelee-  ment aftera CBI probe was  online approval of regular  functionary in the chainof  parent, fast and simple so
does not file cases to eradi- tion campaign of the AAP  recommended into alleged  factory licence will be given  approval after three daysif  that the applicant can be
cate corruption but to help for Goa assembly elections  corruption initsimplemen-  within nine days if the ap-  theapplicationremainsun-  given licence easily without

poach MLAs andtopple gov- 100 crore on being asked by hquar malia was perhapsa 2022, Cash payments tothe  tation.
ernments, Kejriwal, through com-
"ED has filed 5000 charge  munication incharge of
sheets under the tenure of  the party Vijay Nair, for
current government. How  Goa elections. Kejriwal
many people havebeensen-  through a facetime video
tenced? All the cases filed by asked liquor mafia to pay
ED are fake and they are Rs 100 crore to Nair,"
used to topple governments  BJP MP Manoj Tiwari al-
or form them," Kejriwal said ~ leged.
ina press conference, This is the real face of
The BJP slammed the Kejriwal and his Aam
AAP government sayingthe  Aadmi Party (AAP), he
ED charge sheet exposed said, citing the ED charge
the real face of Kejriwal and  sheet. "Indulgence in cor-
his party. ruption by Kejriwal and
"The liquormafia paidRs  use of money paid by

2 members of Canada-
based Bambiha gang
held by Special Cell

Staff Reporter Gagandeep Singh, who
New Delhi was carrying a backpack,
The Special Cell ofthe Dellu was spotted at abont 11
police has arrested twoactive  am. Later, he was nabbed
members of the infamous by the members of the
Devender Bambiha gang of  team and a search of his
Punjab, the officials in- bag was conducted. 4
formed on Thursday. The semi-automatic pistols of
arrested men have been .32 bore were recovered
identified as Gagandeep from him, DCP Special
Sinigh (25) and Baljeet Singh  Cell mentioned.
(22) both are natives of Pun- Thereafter, ateamulong
jab. The cops have recovered  with accused Gagandeep
5 semi-aufomatic pistols  Singh was sent to Punjab
with 4 live cartridges, the in- o arvest other members of
vestigators said. the gang. Meanwhile, his
According to the Deputy  associate Baljeet Singh was
Commissioner of Police amested on Tuesday from
(DCP) Special Cell, Alok Ku-  Phagwara, Punjab at the
mar, pisiols were procured  instance of Gagandeep
by Gagandeep Singhfroma  Singh. A semi-automatic
firearm manufacturer- cnm-  pistol with 4 live cartridges
supplier of Khargonein MP was recovered from his

plication filed by the citizen  processed for three days. any delay.
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as per directions of Canada  possession, Kumar con- 15 T : & ﬁ. . : -
and UAE-based handlers of  firmed. RIS TIE @Y 7: [ e I9ere
the Bambiha gang. During the interroga- : =it e e e e e

Devender Bambiha gang  tion, it was revealed that
has a fierce rivalry with the  Gagandeep is a truck driv-
gangof Lawerence Bishnoi-  er and was very keen o
Goldy Brar resulting in the  join the Bambiha gang

killing of many of their as-  based in Canada, later he e | ; _
sociates in gangwarin Pun-  contacted a gang member F afipeuar & aeR A
jab and other states. via social media and start-

DCP furthersaidthatspe-  ed chatting with him. He U FAYE-UP TG () T 3= s feiey &
cific information was re- also received a contact

mmﬁﬁuqﬁﬁmﬁm

ceived that Gagandeep number ofan illegal arms
Singh, amemberofthe Bam-  supplier Satnam Singh of
biha gang had procured a  MP's Khargone. There-
consignment of pistols from ' after, Gagandeep went to

Khargone (MP). Khargone and received

1t was also learnt that four pistols from Satnam Hlﬁi&ﬂ E’fiﬁ' Wﬂﬁ&ﬂ?ﬁ#
Gagandeep Singh was on  Singh. However. he was e _ 3
his wayto PanjabviaDeld, ‘apprchendedwhinhowas Wigpfae Wt & WicaTe den 17 Tiel wea B e & fae
where he would meetoneof  retumning to Puujab via ey = :
his contacts near the bus  Delhi, Kumar said ¥, R[uTer, $adt 3R Hew vrer B vieared a1

stand at Dwarka-Palam  Gagandeep further dis-
Road between 10.30 am to  closed that the pistols were
11.30 am on Monday. Sub-  to be supplied to Baljeet
sequently, a raiding party  Singh in Ludhiana as per
led by Inspector Shiv Kumar ~ the directions of Honey.
wasimmediately constituted  Baljeet Singh is another
and a trapwas laid near the  operative of the Devender
bus stand on Palam Road. Bambiha Gang,

Delhi Crime Branch arrested
a rewarded criminal wanted
in many henious cases

Staff Reporter Berry Tex Pvi. Ltd., had
New Delhi gone to Prashant Vihar to € 1
The Crime Branch of the deliver some packets con- —
Delhi police has arrested a  taining Rs. 54 Lakhs. Two
rewarded criminal involved  accused persons inter-
in many heinous cases in-  cepted him and robbed
cluding a davlight robbery  the bag carrving Rs, 54
that took place in Rohini's  Lakh bytalking him to gun-
Prashant Vihar area last yvear,  point, and fled away.
the offictals informed on In this regard, a case
Thursday. A reward of Rs. under sections of the rob-
50,000 was also declared  bery and arms act was reg-
on his head by the Delhi po-  istered and the investiga-
lice. tion was taken up by local
The accused has been  police. The incident was
identified as Jugesh akaYo-  also captured in CCTV
gesh (52) aresident of UP's cameras and wentviral on
Baghpat. According to the social media. Earlier the lo-
Special CP Crime Branchon  cal police had arrested two
April 13, 2022, at around  accused persons namely
4.30 PM, Rakesh Kumar Saipal aka Kake and Vi-
Singh a delivery agent of jender aka Kabadi.
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OPINION

By Priyanka Saurabh

This is the
budget of the Modi gov-
ernment before the Lok
Sabha elections to be
held in 2024. There are
many expectations from
the Union Budget, from
the common man to the
industry, after the Co-
rona epidemic, the con-
dition of India's domestic
economy is better than
other countries of the
world, at present the In-
dian economy is the
fastest-growing econ-
omy among the G20
countries, although
There are big challenges
like speeding up the re-
covery of the country's
economy, reducing the
debt burden, giving relief
to the middle class and
reducing the fiscal
deficit. The year 2023
shows the time when
India is entering the
Amrit Kaal. In the com-
ing 25 years, the year
2047 will come, which
will be the 100th year of
our independence.

last full
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Amritkal in the country, the
budget will be rich or bad

he Modi government
I is setting the agenda
for 2024 and the op-
position is also preparing
its piteh. Today, through
the budget, the govern-
ment putifs economic pol-
icy in front of the country.
There is also politics in the
hackdrop of this economy.
The government has made
a bet Lo please the middle
class. Has opened his bag
far the farmer's barn and
the plate of the poor. This
is the last full budget of the
Madi government hefore
the Lok Sabha elections to
beheld in 2024, There are
many expectations from
the Union Budget. from
the common man ko the in-
dustry, after the Corona
epidemie, the condition of
[ndia's domeslic economy
is better than gther coun-
tries of the world, at pres-
ent the [ndian economy is
the fastest-growing econo-
my among the G20 coun-
tries, although There are
Isig challenges like speed-
ing up the recovery of the
country's economy, reduc-
ing the debt burden, giving
relief to the middle class
and reducing the fiscal
deficit. The vear zo23
shows the time when India
is entering the Amrit Kaal.
[n the next 25 years, Lhe
vear 2047 will come, which
will be the 100th year of
our independence.

In personal tax, the Modi
government has given a
big relief to the employed
class. Now nnder the new
Lax regime, annual income
up lo 7 lacks has become
tax-free. This exemption
was earlier up o 5 lakhs.
Under the old tax regime,
the tax exemption limil
has now been increased
from Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 3
lakh. There has also been a
change in the tax slab. Now
Rso w3 Lakh-0.Rs 3o

6 Lakh - 5%, Rs 6 to 9
Lakh - 10%, Rs 9 to 12
Lakh - 15%, Rs 12 1o 15
Lakh - 20%, Above 15 Lakh
On annual income — 30%
tax will be levied. More in-
eentives are now being giv-
en in the new Lax system.
With this, taxpavers will be
able to shift from the old to
the new tax regime without
any hesilation, whose in-
come is up to Rs 7 lakh,
will nol have to pay even a
single rupee tax, but if their
income increases from 7
laek to even one rupee,
then they will have to pay
tax.

Keeping in mind the
need for 'Jan Bhagidari'
through 'Sabka Saath -
Sabka Pravas’, this is a
budget to give direction to
a technalogyv-driven and
knowledge-based econe-
my with a strong financial
sector for the Amrit Kaal.
These include inclusive
growth, last-mile access,
infrastructure and invest-
mient, unloeking potential,

green growth, vouth pow-
er, and the financial sector.
Infrastructure develop-
ment is very important for
the development of the
country. The investment
ma¢le in important infra-
strueture related to road,
rail, eleetricity, health, ed-
ucation, and agriculture
will prove to be a mile-
stone. Along with this, a
special provision has been
made in the budget lo pro-
mote the vehicle serapping
policy. Provision has been
made for several new
schemes for farmers such
a5 the Rs 2,200 crorve Al-
manirbhar Swachh Yojana
program, alternative fer-
tilizers, and the PM
PRANAN scheme to pro-
mote Lhe balanced use of
fertilizers.

On the other hand,
Madam Finanee Minister
is being praised a lot. 41
crore people were brought
out of poverty and free ra-
tion to 80 crares poor.
What is the population of

the country? How many
rich are there in the coun-
try? Just bva? Or two hun-
dred? Or two Lhousand or
two lacks? Understand the
economy without leaving
rituals, faith, politics, and
devotion, nationalism. It
would be better if the stu-
denis and teachers of the
economist explain eco-
namies to us. The world is
in the grip of 2 recession.
Retrenchment is in the off-
ing and our ¢hildren have
learned nothing except IT
and computers for the last
three decades. Now em-
ployment will be generated
from a digital library for
children. From start up?
From a contract job? From
FiveG? By arlificial talent?
The result of online class-
es is that school children
are also committing suicide
inlove. There is no harm in
living in. But violence
against girlfriend afler
break up, erime? Drunk-
enness? Will agrienllure
development and develop-
ment depend on NGOs and

PPP?

Income tax will not have
to be paid till the income ol
seven lakhs. You are wel-
come. The public has be-
come rich. How many
erore people have perma-
nent jobs? Those whose
income is ahove 15 lakhs,
have to pay only 30 pereent
tax. Got something? Did
vou not understand the
glory of tourism develop-
ment from the goddess glo-
rv of Joshimath? How
much infléation? What hap-
pened to the budgel
deticit? trade balance? fi-
nancial losses? Inflation?
How cheap, how much rec-
onciliation will the treat-
menl be from PPP Medical
College and Nursing
Home? Will the cast of ed-
ucdtion, energyv. trans-
portation, and groceries
decrease? What is meant
by investing in infra?

The reduction of Rs
30,000 ¢rorein the budg-
et of publiec welfare and
vary ambitions schemes
like MNREGA in the budg-
el presented for the next fi-
nancial year prove that this
budget is against the in-
terests of landless farm-
ers, poor laborers, and de-
prived sections. Similarly,
instead of increasing Lhe
amount of the Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Fund, Rs 7500 crore has
been cut this vear, as well
as the budget for Urea,
which is most needed by
the farmers, has been re-
duced hy Rs 23000 crare
this vear as compared to
last vear.

Fresh Assaul

The whole issue of trans-

fer of High Court judges
and appointment of new
judges and Chief Justices
needs to be considered
by Parliament together
with the weighty 80th
report of the Law Com-
mission which, alas, has
been gathering dust,

nother Republic Day
Agas rolled by. The na-
ion has gone through

the ritual of annual celebra-
tions at the Centre and in the
States — receplions and
udghatans, The President
has spoken and so also oth-
er leaders. The country has
been alerled against external
dangers. Yel, the Republic
and iks basic structure,
thoughtfully bequeathed to
the country by Nehru, Patel
and other Founding Fathers,
fuces loday in unprecedent-
ed threat internally. Each
sticeeeding week has seen
new assaulis on the system in
the name of the countryand
of meeting new challenges,
Not very long ago, aquestion
mark was suddenly raised
over the parliamentary form
of Governmenl, The people
were asked to debate whether
theyshould switch over to
the Presidential system. Now,
the judiciary is under fresh
attack as reflected in the Cen-
tre’s sudden deeision Lo
transfer two High Conrt Chief
Justices to ather States. The
transtérs, which conlinue to
puzzde and raise some vital is-
sues, have already led to the
resignation of Mr Justice
M.M. Ismail, Chief Justice of
the Madras High Courl —
and wril petitions.

The Union Government
asserts that the transters have
been carried oul In accor-
dance with the Conslitution
which states: “The President
may, after consultation with
the Chief Justice of India,
transfer a judge from one
High Court toanyother High
Court.” The Government, it is
pointed out, had transferred
Mr. Justice Ismadil as Chief
Justice of the Kerala High
Courtand Mr. K.B.N. Singh,
Chief Justice of the Patna
High Couri to the Madras
High Court in consultation

with the Chiel Justice of In~
dia, Mr. Y.V, Chandrachud.
Official sources have even
claimed that the Centre had
secured Mr. Chandrachud’s
“concurrence”. Bul doubts
persist on three grounds.
First, the Chief Justice of Inn-
dia spoke out against the
idea of judges’ transfers at
Jaipur barely a few hours
before the late night an-
nounecement Df IJ](-: Govern-
nient's decision in New Del-
hi. Second. Mr. Chandra-
chud hag chosen to maintain
stoiesilence in the matter and
has neither denied nor con-
firmed the Centre’s claim.
Third, the increasing lack of
eredibility in the Govern-
ment's word.

Considerable misgiving
has also been cansed by the
ransfer as Mr. Justice Tsmail
isa remarkable person from
all accounts and well known
in New Delhi's judicial ciieles.
Prior to becoming the Chief
Justice of the Madras High
Court in November 1979,
M. Ismail is said to have de-
elined an offer to become a
judge of the Supreme Conrt
a8 he wanted to stay on in
Macdras.He was appointed
an Additional Judge of the
Delhi High Court by My, Jus-
tice Hidayatullah, then Chief
Justice of India, in February
1967 and was made a Per-
manent Judge in May 1967.
But he sought transfer to the
Madras High Court in No-
vember the same vear be-
eanse of family circumstances
and agreed not to claim his
seniority vis-a-vis the other
judges, Had Mr, Ismail
staved on in the Union Cap-
ital, he would have become
Chief Justice of Delhi High
Courtin 1978. (Mr. Justice [s-
mail's former colleagues in
Delhi speak highly of his pro-
fessional competence and
scholarly allainment in Mus-

on Judiciary

lim and Hindu seriptures. T
amtold that he has lranslal-
ed the Quran and the Ra-
mavana into Tamil.)

There is no gainsaying the
fact that the Government
can transfer judges under
the Constitution. Further,
the Supreme Courl has also
held that the Government
has the power to transfer
judges and that it need not
seek their consent in the
matter. But il 18 expected
that the exercise of such pow-
er must nol be either arbi-
trary or mala fide. Unfortu-
nately, the Government has
done little to assure all ¢on-
cerned that the transfers have
been made in the best public
interest. In fact, matters have
been made worse bythe Law
Minister, Mr. Shiv Shankar,
and all that he has said and
done during the past many=
maonths: his repeated talk of
pushing ahead with the
transfers of High Court
judges, especialtv of the Chief
Justices, as a matter of poli-
cv and his refusal lo con-
firmy Acting Chief Justices in
several States for months.
This has left the legal world
and independent observers
with one dominant impres-
sion: thiathe is determined Lo
demaralize the judiciary and
make the executive all pow-
erful,

Curiously, the relevant and
realistic views of the Law
Commission in its 8oth re-
port, prepared mainly by Mr.
Justice HR. Khanna and de-
signed to ensure the inde-
pendence and integrity of
the judiciary. have heen twist-
ed. An erroncous impres-
sion has been created as
thongh what Mr. Shiy
Shankar has been seeking
to do on the question of the
transfer of High Court judges
and the appointment of one-

third of the Judges from ont-
sidle the State had the support
ot the Commission. This is
notso as fow MPs, even those
who are members of Parlia-
ment's Consultative Com-
miltee for the Law Ministry,
have cared o note. The Law
Commission, to set the
record straight, elearly slal-
ed: “We would like to em-
phasise that we are normal-
Iv against the transfer of
judges of the High Courl
from onecowrt o the other as
stich power is liable lo he
abused and impinges upon
the independence of the-
judges. Normally, a judge
should cantinue in the Court
1o which he is appointed, ex-
cept where he is appointed
Chief Justice of some other
High Court”.

The Commission, never-
theless, recognized that situ-
ations could arise in some
High Conrls, as have report-
adly arisen in recenl months
leading to complaints abont
corruption, nepotism,
casteism and mueh else. (The
Chief Justice of India re-
centlveriticized the growing
trend in which the sons, sons-
in-laws and other near rela-
tons of High Court Judges
are nowadays praclicing in
their courts.) IL therefore,
said: “There are oceasions
— we hope rare — when the
image and good name of the
judiciary makes it incum-
bent thata judge posted in a
High Court be transferred
to some ather High Cowrt. Al
though byand large the
judges of Lhe High Court
have evoked great respect
for maintaining high stan-
dards, complainis have
saometimes been heard
against one or other indi-
vidnal indge. The facts of the
case mav not be such as
might warrant resort to the
extreme remedy of im-

peachment; still the require-
ments of the situation may
call for the transfer of the
judges concerned. The trans-
fer of a judge in such an
event should not be looked
upon as something taboo.”
Significantly, however, it still
underlined the need “to en-
sure that the power of lrans-
fer is not ahused and the
transfers e not motivated by
extraneous considerations,”

The Commission did not
stop atl that and, Lo prevenl
“any abuse of the power of
transfer”, added: “We mee-
ommend thal no judge
should be transfierred without
his consent from one High
Court to the other unless a
panel consisting of the Chief
Justice of India and his four
sentior-most colleagnes finds
sufficient cause for such a
course. In case of difference
between the members of the
panel, the view of the major-
ity should be taken to he al
the view of the panel.” Fui=
ther, the Commission sug-
gested that the Constitntion
be amended — "despite aur
general reluetance on this
score” — since it would be
“desirable to have a consul-
tative panel with a view to
preventing the sway of ex-

ranepus eonsiderations in
the matter of super-session
ar transter.” This ohjective
“eould be substantislly
achieved if, in case of trans-
fer and alsoin case of ignor-
ing the claim of the senior-
mosl judge in the matter of
appointment of the Chief
Justice of the High Court, the
mater is serutinized by a high
level body of persons who are
known for theirintegrity and
have also judieial back-
ground. Aveidange ol con-
troversy is also necessary to
preserve and keep up the
image of the High Courts,”

Breaking Time
Sudoku

Whatto do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only

corvect solution.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR
ONE LIFE - MILLION THINGS

When it is hard to decide
what to do and what to
leave, leave what you do
and do what vou leave, and
then see what is it thal you
can't live without. Living
for daing and doing for liv-
ing will help vou find out
what i3 warth deing in this
precious life, Doing every-
thing that comes in
hand and living for
everything that yon

wish 1o Tive, only
makes vou neth-
ing. You don't y

a8 Ny
U

not found until you have
tried million things, the ul-
timate purpose of life is
found by everyday trial, the
only way to find your des-
tiny is by travelling vour
journev. You will have to do
number of things to find
nuinber one thing, vouwill
have to live for number of
people to find out who

is worth dving for.

The best way to
come-across the
hest thing in life
is o go across

eat anything, everything in
doyon?Youn £ life, the
don’'t 4 best way

rink to pick
any- & L e - L the
thing, 4 RUDAVE SO RELOW I

v THE W MTREE - IVEEN KU
do voit? So THE WISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR

why vou live everything and
anything? What vou make
in vour life, is not how vou
life is made, because life is
not a thing, it is more valu-
able than anything and
evervthing thing vou ever
make. Accomplish some-
thing sa good In your life
that you don’t wish to gel
another life for doing the
same thing again, accom-
plish something so good in
life that you forget all bad
Lthat happened in your life,
accomplish something so
good in vour life that life
feels a blessing not a regret.

Usually one thing that vou
want to decide in your life is

thing in
vour life is to drop all ordi-
narv things from life. Don’t
be stuck if vou can walk,
don't be 4 dead if you can
rock.

Moral: A life may have
million dreams but the
hest are the once that
yvou accomplish.

TOP STORY

Dear Reader, Tf you have
any news or vout have any
suggestion regarding our
newspaper or you have any
problem with any govern-
ment department, vou may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- 01204225517,
4241284 far Delhi & Ghazi-
abad (9650481204), for
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Haryana Assembly budget
session from Feb 20: CM Khattar

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
udget session of the
Haryana Assembly
will begin here
from February 20,
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said on Thursday.

It has been proposed to
hold the session in two parts,
the chief minister said.

"The budget session will
begin from Febrary 20,"
Khattar told reporters here
after a meeting of the state
cabinet.

The session will begin with
the Governor's address fol-
lowed by a discussion on it,
after which, the budget will
be presented. Aftera gap of
few days. the budget will be
passed.

Khattar said the budget,
presented by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Wednesday. is in-
clusive and futuristic, and
keeps in mind the empow-
erment of professionals,
youth, women, men, and
farmers.

"A gpecial focus has been

o s

laid on infrastructure de-
velopment, health, employ-
ment generation, housing,
social welfare, Birmers, high-
er education, innovation,
and research, which will also
be beneficial for Haryana,”
he said.

He also said some sug-
gestons, inclnding setting up
of Urban Infrastructure De-

New MLAs form a
group: CM asks them to
work with dedication

Sushil Kumar Sharma
Shimla

A tewly formed association
of first time elected MLAs,
for taking up their issues in
Vidhan Sabha led by its Pres-
iddent, Kewal Singh Pathania
met Chief Minister Thalaur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
here in Thursday and held a
detailed discussion pertain-
ing to various matters.

The Chief Minister asked
them to work with dedica-
tonand commitment while
discharging their duties and
responsibilities, He also
urged them to come up with
new ideas that will pave the
way for the development
and welfare of the people of
the State.

MLA, Shahpur, Kewal
Singh Pathania was unani-
mously elected as the Pres-
identof Aasociation, as pro-
posed ina motion by MLA,
Dharampur Chan-
drashekhar whereas MLA
Bharmour Dr. Janak Raj
and MLA Shimla (Urban)
Harish Janartha supported
the motion.

MLA Trilok Jamwal from

Threat call to
blow up Ram

Janmabhoomi
complex

Avodhya

A phone call from an
unidentified man. threat-
ening to blow up the Ram
Janmabhoomi complex
here, was received by an Ay-
odhya resident, police said
on Thursday.

The call was received by
Manoj, who lives in the
Ramkot area of this Uttar
Pradesh district. He alerted
police about the call re-
ceived on his mobile phone.
According to police, the
caller threatened to blow up
the temiple area at 10 amon
Thursdav, As soon as the in-
formation was received, po-
liceissued an alert to all per-
sonnel deployed at various
locationsin thedistrict. Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) of
the Ram Janmabhoomi po-
lice station Sanjiv Kumar
Singh said they have regis-
tered a case and are con-
ducting an enquiry. Efforts
are on o ascertain the iden-
tity of the caller, he added.

Bilaspur has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
the post of General Secretary
of this committee,

MLA of Gagret Chaitamyva
Sharma has been designat-
ed as the freasurer and the
responsibility of I'T and so-
cial media has been en-
trusted to MLA of Karsog
Deep Raj.

The other members of the
Association are  MLA of
Chamba, Neeraj Navyar,
MLA of Indora Malindra
Rajan, MLA of Manali Bhu-
vneshwar Gaud, MLA of
Nurpur, Ranbir Nikka, MLA
of Bhoranj, Suresh Kumar,
MULA of Kutlehar, Davindar
Bhutto, MLA of Nahan, Ajay
Solanki, MLA of Drang Pu-
ran Thakur, MTA of Anni
Lokendar Kumar. and MLA
of Banikhet DS Thakur.

g

velopment Fund (UIDF) on
the lines of the Rural Infra-
structure  Developmert
Fund (RIDF), given by
Haryana during the pre-
budget discussions were ac-
cepted by the Union finance

"Besides, 1had also given
a suggestion to continue the
special assistant to the states

Action on child

marriage cases

to begin Friday:
Assam CM

Guwzhati
The Assam government 15
firmin its resolve to end the
menace of child marrage,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said onThues-
day, noting that 4,004 cas-
es have been registered in
the state recently.

He also gaid that "action
on these cases” will be ini-
tiated from February 3.

"So far @assampolice has
registered 4.004 cases
across the state and more
police action is likely in
days ahead. Action on the
cases will begin starting
February 3. Irequest all to
cooperate," the CM tweet-
ed.

Last month, the state
cabinet decided to launch a
massive crackdown on the
menace, and sought coop-
eration of all stakeholders
in the endeavour,

It also approved a pro-
posal that sought to book
men who marry girls below
14 years of age, under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act.

in the form of a 50-vear in-
terest-free loan, The finance
minister has continued this
scheme,” he said.

Khattar said Harvana isin
a better finaneial position as
compared toits neighbour-
ing states.

Harvana's economic
growth rate is about 8 per
cent and the per capita in-

come of the state is about Rs
2.75 lakh, he said.

Khattar said while pre-
senting the budget, Sithara-
man alsp highlighted pro-
moting digital payments in
the agriculture sector.

"We have been making
digital payments to farmers
for their crop procurement,
So far, payments of Rs
63,000 crore have been
transferred into the accounts
of around 10 lakh farmers
digitally," he said.

Under the 'Gobardhan
(Galvanising Organic Bio
Agro Resources Dhan)
Scheme', a provision has
been made in the budgetto
set up 500 new plants to
generate bio-gas from cattle
dung, Khattar said.

"In Haryana, construc-
ton work is on to build sev-
en plants at Ambala,
Charkhi Dadri, Nuh, Ro-
htak, Rewari, Sirsa, and Ya-
munanagar. In the coming
financial year, three new
plants will be set up at Kar-
nal, Palwal, and Kuruk-
shetra,"” he said.

Guru Ravidass gave message
of humanity welfare: Punjab CM

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Thurs-
day vowed to work to ame-
liorate the woes of weaker
and underprivileged sec-
tions of society in conso-
nance with the teachings of

Guru Ravidass,
Addressing a gathering
before flagging off a train of
pilgrims from here to
Varanasi to celebrate the
Parkash Purab of Guru
Ravidass, the Chief Minis-
ter, after taking blessings
from the head of Dera Bal-
lan Sant Baba Niranjan
Dass, said the government
is duty bound to ensure the
wellbeing of the poor.
Mann said that with the
blessings of Guru Ravidass
his government had been
voted to power with a
thumping majority. He said
no stone would be left un-
turned to ensure the well-
being of the poorest of poor.
The Chief Minister said
Guru Ravidass gave the
message of the welfare of
entire humanity, equality of
all the sections of society,
creating a society based on

Mann said that with
the blessings of Guru
Ravidass his govern-
ment had been
voted to power with
a thumping majority.
He said no stone
would be left un-
turned to ensure the
well-being of the
poorest of poor.

egalitarian values. He said
Guru Ravidass laid ouf the
concept of such an ideal
society where nobody un-

dergoes suffering of any

kind.
Mann said his govemn-

HP CM resolves to solve truck
union & cement industry impasse

W Urges Bilaspur legislators to participate in meetin

Top Story News
Shimla

To resolve the deadlock over
freight charges between the
Cement Company and Truck
operator Unions, Chief Min-
ister, Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has urged all
the legislators of Bilaspur
district to participate in the
meeting to be held on 3rd
February, 2023 at 4 PM in
his office.

Earlier, Chief Minister
held detailed discussions
with the representatives of
hoth Darlaghat Truck Oper-

Uttarakhand: STF to appeal in high court
against bail to paper leak accused

Dehradun

The Special Task Foree will
soon file an appeal in the
High Court against the bail
granted bya lower courtto
the main accused in the
paper leak of recruitment
examination held by the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection Com-
mission.

"The chief minister has
issued directions to take
stern action against those
involved in the recruitment
seam. The STF will soon file
an appeal in Uttarakhand

High Court against bail
granted by the lower court
to the main accused Hakam
Singh and Sanjiv Chauhan,”
ADG, law and order, V Mu-

rugesan said.

The lower court's order
granting them bail will be
studied when it is made
available to the STF after
which an appeal will be
filed in the high court, Mu-
rugesan, who is also the
spokesperson of the state
police, said.

Singh and Chauhan got
bail in the case from the dis-
trictand sessions court here
on January 30. However,
they are still in jail as their
bail in other cases was re-
jected.

Railways revenue earnings up
by 73% in passenger segment

New Delhi

The total approximate earn-
ings in passenger segment
for the Indian Railways on
originating basis during April
toJanuary 2023 is Rs. 54733
crore, registering anincrease
of73 per cent in comparison
to Rs, 31634 crove achieved
during the same period last
vear.

In reserved passenger seg-
ment, the total approximate
numbers of passengers
booked during the period
1st April to 3ist January
2023 is 65090 lakh as com-
pared to 6181 lakh during the
same period last vear, show-

ing an increase of 7%.

The revenue generated
from reserved passenger seg-
ment during the period 1st
Aprilto gast January 2023 is
42945 crore as compated to
29079 crore during the same

periond lastyear, showing an
increase of 48 %.

In unreserved passenger
segment, the total approd-
mate numbers of passen-
gers booked during the pe-
riod 1st April to 31st January
2023 i5 45180 lakh as com-
pared to 19785 iakh during
the same period last year,
showing an increase of 128%.
The revenue generated from
unreserved passenger seg-
ment during the period 1st
Aprilto g1st January 2023 is
Rs 11788 crore as compared
to Rs 2535 crore during the
same period Jast year, show-
ing anincrease of 361%.

<y I 1

ators and ACC Barmana
Truck Operators Union late
on Wednesday evening, and
asked them to consult all
the stakeholders to reach a
COMMmMOEn CONSensus on
freight rates and submit a
proposal to the government.
The operator unions sought
two days time to place their
proposal before the state
government after consulta-
tions with all the stakehold-
ers.

He said that the Govern-
ment was making concerted
efforts to resolve the stale-

MadinT T

muate armicably at the earliest.

The truck operators lauded
the efforts being initiated
by the state Government
and expressed gratitude to
the Chief Minister for prior-
itizing to resolve the issne
pertaining to both the par-
ties.

Industries  Minister,
Harshwardhan Chauhan,
Chief Parliamentary Secre-
tary. Sanjay Awasthi, MLAs
Rajesh Dharmani, Inder
Dutt Lakhanpal, Principal
Secretary Transport, R.D.
Nazeem, Principal Seeretary

g9

to Chief Minister, Bharat
Khera, Director Food and
Supplies, Department K.C.
Chaman, Director Industries,
Rakesh Prajapati, Director
Transport, Anupam Kashyap
and representatives of both
the truck operators Union
were present in the meeting.

ment is committed to carv-

ing out a society based on
the teachings and philoso-
phy of Guru Ravidass.

The Chief Minister also
lauded the role being played
by Dera Ballan in the social
and economic well-being
of the masses. Apart from
connecting people with the
teachings and philosophy of
Guru Ravidass, the sect has
always remained instru-
mental in imparting quali-
tv education and health
services to the needy and
underprivileged sections of
sotiety.

Mann also lauded the
philanthropic services ren-
dered by the sect.

Wisfdr peheml informatioh thiat |
AMAN S/ SANJEEV KLIMAR resid-
Ing 2t Houss N, 91, Bidhnatd] {213),
Bibdroll, Spnipat, Haryana - 131403
detlare that name of my Father and
Mathier have beeh wrohghy written
35 SANIEEY KUMAR DAHIVA arel
MANIY LATA Inmy 10th Oss Edu-
cational Documents: The actusl
name of my Father and Mother are
SAMJEEV. KLIMAR and MANIU re-
spectively, which may be

amerded aucordingly,

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
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Letter No.: DRM/C/AGRANFR/E-AUCTION
E-AUCTION Notice

On Bahalfl of the Presidant of Indla, The Sr. Divislonal Commarcial Managar-

North Central Rallway-Agra Invites E-Auction as per categary

G2@

T s
Dated: 31.012023

Catalogue
No.

Category

Asset Datails

E-Auction
Start Date
and Time

E-Auction
End Date
and Time

parcal office

Twe Wheeler vahicle
Packing at Agra fort near

Dawe:
1602 2023
Time:11:00

Date:
168.02.2023
Tima: 11:30

PACK-
AGRA-
22.01

Static-
Services

Two Wheealar vahiclel
Packing at Mathura jn.
near parcel office

Dats:
16.022023
Time:71:10

Date:
16.02.2023
Time: 11:40

parcel office

Two Wheeler vehlcle
Packing al Agra Cantl near

Data:
16.02 2023
Time:11:20

Dale:
18.02.2023
Time: 11:50

Note: Prospective bidders are requested to visit E-Auction Leasing
Module on IREPS website (www.ireps.gov.in). The Lol-wise delails ams
avallablethereln under the above mantioned Catalogue Number. 155723 (ADM)

f] North central (mhaysu BCPRONCR B @northeantramilv sy wwwnerindisaraiwaysgovin

SHRIRAM

Shriram Finance Limited

Head Office: Level-3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2 Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051;
Tel: 022 4241 0400, 022 4060 3100 , Website: hitp:/)/www. shrramtinance.in

ESHHIH i Cm Registered B, S Towers, Plot No 144, South Phase Industrial Estate, Guindy. Ghennal Ell}'l} 032
iz el ol weei 1 it Branch Off: No: L1 & L2, Above SBI Bank, Gurodwara Road, Grean Park Extension, New Dethi - 110016
LRI SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Note: Itisinformed that “SHRIRAM CITY UNION FINANCE LIMITED” has been amalgamaled with “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" as per order
oI NCLT, Chennai. Subsequently the name of "SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" was changed as “SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED" with effec! from
30.11.2022 vide Cerfificate of Incorporation pursuani to change of name dated 30-11-2022.
E-Auction Notice for Sale of Immovable Assels under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 read wilh provision lo Rule 8(6) of Ihe Security Interesi Enforcement Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given (o the public in general and in parficular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s thal the below described immovable properties
mortgaged/charged to Shriram Finance Limited, the Physical possession of which hive been takan by the Authorized Officer of Shriram Firanca Lid, will ba sold
on “Asiswhere Is", "As s whal is" and "Whatever there is” basis in e-auction on 7th March, 2023 between 11.a.m, 10 01.00 p.m. lor recovery of the balance
dug to Shriram Finanee Limited from the Borrowers And Guarantors, as mentioned in the fable, Details of Borrowers and Guarantors, amourt dug, Short
[Description af the Immovable proparty and encumbrances known therean. possession type. reserva price and earnest money deposit & incramant are also given
Name oi i | Date & Amount ; o § Earnesl Ma Dale & Contact
N Bortawar o 1?@?_ Descriplionof | Resoree Prce (RS | Dapost Detall | Time uj and Inspecion
Guaranlars/Morlgagers | Demand Notice: perty & Bid norement | {EmD) Details, | Auction| date
Mr. Balbir Singh Demand Notice [ Al thal part and | Rs.1.3155300- | EMOamounttobe | O7th | Ved Prakash
A-84, Sudarshan Park, Ramesh Datad:- parcel of the bearing | (Rupees One Corg | deposited by way | March|  Mishra
Nagar.New Delhi - 110015 02.082023 | plot No, WZ-85, A4, | Thirty One Lakhs | of RTGS/ NEFT 1 | 2023 +01
Alsa g Piot e W25/ -4, Kiviae Mo area measuring 125 | Fifty Five Thousand | the acoourt deals 9910144252
2704/597, Village Basal Darapur, coIan Rs. 6457710/ | 89- Yds., Out of | Theee Hundred Only) | mentioned herein Time:
Known as Sudershan Park, New Defhi - ) Khasra NO- 11.00
110015, (Rilpees Sixty _ : bislow: am. | Propety
Four Lakns filty | 2704/597, silualed | Bid Increment: | gayy NAME- AXIS " | Inspection
(2} Mc Karanivetdt Singh Bhameah . in the area of Village | As. 10.000/- and in lu
A-94, Sudarshan Park, Ramesh Nagar, Seven gaEat B " BANK LIMITED. | g1.00| Date:-
New Delhi - 110015 Thousang | 221 BAranur. | such muliplos BRANCH-DR. | pw. | dthMarch
Also at: Plot No. WZ-95. A-3, Khasra No. | Séveq Hindred | G000V Known as T RADHAKRISHNAN 2093
2704/597, Village Basai Darapur, Colony | Nineteen Only) | SUdershan Park, fo o ,lEHD}?}k.!I SALAL MYLAPORE. Time 11,00
Known as Sudershan Park, New Delhi - a5 on 23md N:w Delhil— 1;0015' Rs.13,15.300/- CHENNAI - BOODDA a.m. o 04.00
110015 Juy, 2022, | {Exeept Unper (Rupees Thirtgen | BANK ACCOUNT pm,
3) Mrs. Neetoo Ground Floor and L akhs Fiftsen
A-94, Sudarshan Park, Romesh Nagar, | | One Shop/Car N Dl .
N oan Account Thousand  Three Account Na . Customer
New Delhi — 110015, o parking. Hiindeed Orily) A c
Also at: Plot No. WZ-95, A-4, Khasra No, RSS DLTFH 8080 Which is bounded 0060710200067448 are Nymbar
2704/597, Village Basai Darapur, Colony as: North: Other IFSC CODE- 1022-
Known as Sudershan Park, New Dethi - 60004 | propirty Soutn:| . 2 oot UTIB0000006 40081572
Data of 3ssion !IFGI&MsiIﬂITE&] East: Other Property o, l;ll s
14.01.2023 - Physical Possession West:OtherProperty | e g pam -0
Encumbrances known || Not Known
For detaifed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the hitp://www.shrirameity.in/borrower provided in the Shriram Finance Limited websile,
Piage | Dellj S/~ Authorised Officer
Dale ©03-02-2023 Shifram Finance Limited
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Tackling slide spin will be key to Aus-
tralia's success in India: Coach McDonald

World Cup winner Raphael Varane retires from France team

Paris

rance defender Raphaél
Jarane announced his
retirement from the national
team on Thursday, the second
major plaver to leave Les Bleus
following the World Cup final defeat
to Argentina.

The 2g-year-old Varane made his
debut 10 years ago and played 93
times. He was arguably the
tournament's standout defender
when France won the 2018 World
Cup in Russia. But he fell to the
ground exhausted deep into extra
time against Argentina in Qatar last
December. France lost the final on
penalty kicks after a 3-3 draw.
"Representing our magnificent
country for a decade has been one of
the greatest honors in my life. Every
time 1 wore the blue jersey 1 felt an
immense pride,” Varane wrote on
his Instagram page. "The duty of
giving everything, of playing with

my heart and of winning every time
I stepped onto the field. 1've been

India's Aman wins bronze
at Zagreb Open wrestling

Zagreb
Indian wrestler Aman Sehrawat
clinched a bronze medal in the men's
57kg category at the Zagreb Open
‘Championships here on Thursday.

The 17-year-old Aman defeated Zane
Rave Rhodes Richards of TSA 104 on
points in the bronze medal contest to
finish on the podium of the ranking
toumament.

Aliabbas Rzazade of Azerbaijan
bagged the gold, beating Yuto Nishiuchi
of Japan 2-0 in the final.

The other bronze was won by Beka
Bujiaghvili of Georgis, who beat Tslam
Bazarganov of Azerbaijan.

Aman had earlier defeated Roberti
Dingashvili of Georgia in the quarter-
fimals, before losing to Nishiuchi in the
semifinals, to qualify for the repechage
round as his Japanese opponent went
onto reach the final.

Patil (men's 92kg) is in contention for
another bronze as he will take on
Gankhuyag Ganbaatar of Mongolia in
the repechage round.

Patil had lost to Miriani Maisuradze
of Georgia 10-0 inthe semifinal. He had

earlier defeated Radoslaw
Marcinkiewicz of Poland 5-2 in the
quarterfinals.In the women's 50kg, Tn-
dia's Shivani Pawar crashed out in the
quarterfinals afterlosing fo USA's Erin
Simone Golston 4-0 on points.

thinking about this for a few months
and I've decided it's the l'ight time for

me to take my international
retirement.” Varane, who plays in the
English Premier League for
Manchester United, was five years old
when France won its first World Cup
in 1998.

The sight of Zinedine Zidane
scoring twice against Brazil, and
France celebrating a 3-0 win, sparked
his desire for the game.

"As a child I remember watching
France 'g8, this team, these players
who filled me with indescribable
emotions. It was a dream to emulate
our heroes and, 20 yvears later, 1
experienced one of the greatest
moments of my life," Varane added.
"I will never forget this." Last month,
goalkeeper and captain Hugo Lloris
quit the national team after a record
145 Appearances.

France coach Didier Deschamps
must rebuild the team without two of
his most consistent players heading
toward next vear's European

Championship.

Deschamps said Varane warned
him this week. "He's an intelligent
lad, who knows how to take the time
to think, to weigh up the pros and
cons before making a decision,"
Deschamps said. "Now that our paths
are going separate ways, 1 would like
to pay tribute to his honesty and his
unrelenting commitment to the blue
jersey: Raphaél played a central part
on and off the field in the past
decade.” Along with Lloris and
forward Antoine Griezmann, he was
the player the coach always relied on.

Deschamps, a former midfielder
who captained France when it won
the 1998 World Cup, said he
reluctantly accepted Varane's
decision.

"I experienced a little bit of a
similar situation to his," Deschamps
said. "l understand his point of view
and respect his decision, even though
it might seem a bit of a pity given all

that he's achieved with the pational
team.'" An elegant ball-playing
defender, Varane stood out with his
slick passing and his excellent
positional play. His great anticipation
and turn of speed allowed him to
make crucial interceptions look easy.

A strong man-marker despite his
slight build, Varane was also good in
the air. One of his five goals for Les
Bleus was a firm header in the
quarterfinal win against Urnguay at
the 2018 World Cup.

Deschamps praised Varane as one
of the finest players he's coached.

"Obviously, 1 can't turn this page
without feeling a certain emotion,
given the connection we've built since
2012, Along with Lloris, he was in
every single one of my (squad) lists,
barring injury," Deschamps said, "I
remember how authoritative he was
during our World Cup plavoff against
Ukraine in 2013. His performance was
of the highest standard. One of many."

Indian team opens campaign against
Bhutan in SAFF U-20 Women's Championships

Dhaka

Powerhouse India face Bhutan in their
opening match of the SAFF U-20
Women's Championship here on Fri-
day, with the team, mainly made up of
plavers from the FIFA U-17 World Cup
campaign last year, hoping to clinch the
title in the inavgural edition,

Hosts Bangladesh and Nepal are the
other teams in the tournament. All the
matches will be played at the Bir Sher-
estha Shaheed Shipahi Mostafa Kamal
Stadium here.

After a four-team ound robin, the top
two teams will play the final on Febru-
ary 9.

India take on Bangladesh on Febru-
ary 5 and Nepal on February 7.

India head coach Maymol Rocky
stressed the importance of having amix
of experienced and young players in the
squad, induding those who have played

Punjab govt to give job to former hockey
player currently working as 'Palledar’

Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Thursday said a former
hockey plaver, Paramjeet, who cur-
rently worksas a labourer, will be giv-
en a job by his government as a coach
in the sports department.

Mann tweeted the video of the
meeting with Paramjeet, 30, where he
said he works asa 'palledar’, a labour
work that in¢ludes loading and un-
loading rice and wheat sacks from
trucks, at the Faridkot mandi.

During his interaction, the chief
minister said that Paramjeet will be
recruited as a hockey coach in the
sports department and soon formal-
ities in this regard will be completed.

On being asked whether the earli-
er government took note ofhis plight,
the ex-hackey player replied, "No, did
not get any response’,

Mann said that it is our duty to re-
spect the players.

Paramjeet also told Mann that he
wants to make his son a hockey play-
er but it seems impossible given his
poor financial condition.

"You will get a good enviromment to
work,” Mann told him while adding
"we have to make Punjab and coun-
fry No tinsports... Hockey is our tra-
ditional game and Punjabis known as
hockey nursery".

Earlier, he was part of the Sports
Authority of India and Punjab team
and won medals in several hockey

India make smart selection
choices as team prepares to negate
Rune's presence in Play-off tie

Hillerod
1t will be a Herculean task for the In-
dian Davis Cup feam to save its place
in World Group Twhen it dlashes with
the Holger Rune-led Denmark in the
Davis Cup Play-off tie, starting Friday.

India does not have even one play-
erinside the top-300 while world No.
¢ Rune will make the hosts firm
favourites to stay im World Group T,
The tie will be played indoors on
‘hard courts.

India had blanked Denmark 4-0 1n
Delhi in March 20292 but the presence
of 19-year-old Rune, who reached
the fourth round at the Australian
Open last month and won three ATP
titles in 2022, makes it a very differ-
ent proposition.

However, India have come out with
a nice strategy to counter Rune's
presence and are targetting lower-
ranked players in the Denmark camp

— August Holingren (ranked 484) and
Elmer Moeller (ranked 718) -- to
emerge victorious. The team has de-
cided to field Yuki Bhambri on day
one as the country's second-highest
ranked player so that Sumit Nagal can
goin as the number one player and
strive to eke out a win on the opening
day.

Holmgren might be ranked low
but he is a tough nut to crack. He has
been an NCAA champion in the past
and will pose a strong challenge to the
Indian team.

The doubles match will assume
significance and seasoned Rohan
Bopanna will have to use his experi-
ence to lead the side.

Ever sinee the new format was in-
troduced in 2019, the Indian team has
managed to stay in World Group I but
the team will have to work hard to
keep its place.

tournaments. Paramjeet said.

However, a few years ago, he suf-
fered an injury in his left hand which
kept him away from the game for a
long time and affected his hockey
career.

Because of his injury, he started
workinig as a "palledar” a few years
agao.

in the senior national team already.
"We have a mixture of youth and ex-
perience in our team, players that have

plaved at the seniorlevel aswell, so 1 ami
sure the girls will give their 100 per cent
and the results will follow," Maymol said

Virat Kohli reacts to Gill's maiden
T20I hundred, calls him 'Sitara’

New Delhi

India’s star batter Virat Kohli reacted to
voung batting sensation Shubhman
Gill's maiden T20T hundred against
New Zealand on Wednesday and tout=
ed him asa future superstar, calling him
a'Siatara’. The opener played a sensa-
tional knock of 126% runs in just 63 balls
and helped India clinch the three-
match T2ol series 2-1, after losing the
first match in Ranchi. Fis entertaining
knock was decorated with 12 fours
and seven sixes. He scored his runs at
a sirike rate of 200,

Sharing a message for the India
opener on his Instagram, Virat said,
"Sitaara (Star). The future is here'.
Previously, the highest geore in T2ol by
an Indian batter was by Virat Kohli,
who had smashed 122* against
Afghanistan during the Asia Cup last
vear in September.

At the age of 23 years and 146 days,
Gillis the youngest batter to have a cen-
tury in each format of the sport. He is
also the fifth batter tohave centuries for
India in all formats of the game. Four
other such batters are Suresh Raina,
Rohit Sharma, KI. Rahul and Virat

Kohli.

Shubman Gill's unbeaten 126 fol-
lowed by an all-round performance
from captain Hardik Pandya helped In-
dia bundle out New Zealand for 66 to
register a mammoth 168-1un victory
over Blackeaps in the third and final
Taol of the three-match series, India
thumped New Zealand by 168 nns - the
biggest win by a Full Member against
another in the men's T2ol With this
win, Team India clinched the three-
match Tzol series 2-1.

at the pre-match press conference,

‘When asked about the opposition
teams in the tournament, she said, "B-
hutan are a good side, as are Nepal,
Bangladesh have been doing brilliant-
lyin the last tew vears, and they are def-
initely the team to watch out for." "But
if'we give it our best shot, we can over-
comeall obstacles.” India captain Mar-
tina Thokchom, one of the players to
have played in the senior national
team, spoke about the advantages ofbe-
ing in the same camp with the senior
side in the build-up to the champi-
onship.

"Yes, we are a junior team, but we
were in the same camp as the seniors,
and that has really helped us. We all
stayed in the same hotel and even
plaved a match together. Ttwasa good
leaming experience, especially for the
new girls in this team.”

Sai Praneeth
enter quarters,
George, Ashmita

bows out

Bangkok

India's B Sai Praneeth defeated
Korean qualifier Hyeok Jin Jeon in
a tough three-game contest to en-
ter the quarterfinals of the Thailand
Open Super 300 badminton tour-

nament here on Thursday.
Praneeth beat his Korean oppo-
nent 24-22 7-21 22-2¢ in the men's
singles second round match. He
will next face sixth seed Li Shi
Feng of China in the last eight
round. Earlier in the day. Kiran
George and Ashmita Chaliha putup
gallant fights before going down in
three gamesin the second round of
their respective events. While
George, Odisha Open champion,
went down 22-20 15-21 20-22 to
third seed Lee Cheuk Yiu of Hong
Kong in men's singles, Ashmita
lost 21-19 13-21 27-29 to sixth
seeded Den Hejmark Kjaersfeldt of
Denmark in a gruelling women's

singles round of 16 match.

India’s top runners aim to qualify for Asian Games
from New Delhi Marathon on February 26

New Delhi

India's top runners, including Sriny
Bugatha, A Belliappa and Jyoti Singh
Gawate, will aim to qualify for the
Hangzhou Asian Games later this
vear when they turn out for the New
Delhi Marathon to be held here on
February 26.

Jyoti will be defending the title she
had won last year with a timing of
3:01.20.

Organised under the aegis of the
Athletics Federation of India (AFT) and
Fit India race, it will start and finish at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. The
route of the race will cover key land-
marks in the heart of the city, like Fu-
mayun's Tomb, Lodhi Garden and
Khan Market,

The AFI had already annowunced
that the New Delli Marathon will be
an Asian Games qualifying series
event.

"The performance of athletes in

this National Marathon will be con-
sidered for selection/participationin
‘the Asian Games scheduled to be held
at China, provided that they achieve

the qualifying standards as fixed by

AF1," the national federation said.
"The qualifying timing for the

marathon o be selected for the Asian

Games is 2:15.00 (for men) and
2:37.00 (for women)." Not everybody
can participate in the elite race of the
New Delhi Marathon. Only those who
has a iming of 2 hr 40 minutes among
men and 3 hr 10 minutes among
women are eligible to run in the ehite
race.

Those who are not eligible for elite
category may participate in the open
age catlegory.

The runners will be participating
across four categories of full marathon,
half marathon, 10K and 5K. Organised
by NEB Sports, as many ag 16,000
participants will compete in Apollo
Tyres New Delhi Marathon. In addi-
tion, over 50,000 others will also be
running in the virtual marathon from
different parts of the world over five
days, starting from February 21.

The event will also see ditferently-
abled people participating along with
the rest of the runners.
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Biden's top
economic
aide leaving
White House

Washitgton:

President Joe Biden's top
economic adyiser, Brian
Deese, is leaving his post.

Biden said Thursday in a
statement that Deesewould
step down as dirvector of the
White House National Eco-
noimic Couneil. That position
had him eoordinating policy
across the government and
negotiating with Congress
on coronayirus aid, the
budget, infrastructure, the
tax code, clean energy in-
centives, investments in
computer chip plants and
other measures that the
president counts as key vie-
tores.

""Brian hasa unigue abil-
ity to translate complex pal-
icy challenges into concrete
actions that improve the
lives of Amenean people,”
Biden said. "He has helped
steer my economic vision
into reality, and managed
the transition of our historie
eeonomic recovery to steady
and stable growth.” Tt was
the second major departure
in recent weeks; as White
House Chief of Staff R on
Klain is also leaving and he-
ing succeeded by Jeff Zients,
wha previously led the ad-
ministration's response o
the COVID-1g pandenic.

Decse leaves with the
economy having so far
gvoided a recession that
many economists anticipat-
ed as the Federal Reserve
has lowered inflation by
slowing down the econo-
my. Unemployment is at a
low 3.5% and semiconduc-
tor companies are building
new plants, while automak-
ers are shifting toward
greater production of electrie
vehicles,
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Naya Bharat Mahotsav, ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi Tak,’
Edition 2 Organized in the United Kingdom

New Delhi/London:
n the oceasion of the
O.‘;’qﬂ_\ Indian Republic
Day, the World Hu-
manitartans Foundation and
Trident Bvents and Media Lid.
celebrate Naya Bharat Mahot-
sav Lidition-2 from January
26thto goth in London, which
includes a series of events.
This series of evenis is organ-
ised by the World Humani-
tarians Foundation and Tri-
dent Events & Media Lid. and
supported by Himadri, Ut-
tawukhand Handloom & Hand-
icraft Development Couneil,
Assogiated with GTTCI (Gau-
rav Gupta), and Real Indlian
Brands (Rajesh Sharmia).
The Global Inspirational
Awards is the 15t event of the
series which happened in the
House of Lovds; London Par-
liament, hosted by Sandip
Baroness Verma. This event is
organised by the World Tu-
manitarians Foundation and
Trident Events & Media Lid.
and suppaorted by Himadri,
Uttarakhand Handloom &
Handicraft Development
Couneil, associate partner
GTTCI, and Real Indian
Brands media partner Lyca
Radio,
Global Inspirational Awands
that recognise excellence acoss

EU officials pledge solidarity with Kyiv, Zelenskiy says speed up

Kyiv:

Ukraine urged the European
Union on Thursday to im-
pose more sanctions on
Moscow, as some of the
blod's top officials. visited
Kyivin a show of solidarity
that offered no quick path to
membership during Rus-
sia's invasion. European
Comimission President Ur-
sula von der Leven led a
delegation of more than a
dozen officials that promised
military, financial and polit-
ical aid before the first an-
miversary of the Feb. 24 in-
Vasion.

"Burope has been by
Ulkraine's side since day one
beeause we know the fitture

all sectors, Baroness Manzla

Pola Uddin is the chief guest of
the night.

The Designer Fashion show
is the 2nd event of the series,
which happened in Osterley
Park Tlotel A fashion show
themed on promoting ‘Khadi',
This event is organised by the
World Hurnanitarians Foun-
dation and Trident Events &
Media Ltd. and supported by
Himadri, Uttarakhand Hand-
loom & Handieraft Develop-
ment Council.

Shahid Mallya, an Indian
playback amger, flew all the way

Zelenskiy, who
greeted von der Leyen
with kisses on the
cheek, and said they
had discussed a 10th
EU sanctions package
against Russia.

of our continent is being
written here... this is a fight
of democracies against au-
thoritarian regimes,” von
der Leyen told a news con-
ference in Kyiv. She had a
first meeting with President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy short-
ly after her arvival, and the
two leaders will hold a sum-
mit on Friday with Charles
Michel, chairman of the ELT's

from India o the United King-

domfor afashion show. Shalid
Mallya graced the fashion show
with his performance.

ard and last event ofthe se-
ries was the Women Empow-
erment Summit-2zo23 which
focused on a Panel Discus-
gion en "Secrets to tomormow's
empowered wornen " which is
held at Nehru Center, and
which is inaugurated by Dr
Amish Tripathi, Deputy Di-
rector; The Nehru Centbre, Tligh
Commuission of India, Lon-
don.

The extravagatiza encourage

27 national leaders,

The West stepped up
pledgesto deliver more arms
to Ukraine in January, But,

falemit, frade, and technvlogy in

sviie with our honourable
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's step towards At-
manirbhar Bhavat and the
global outreach, keeping in
mind the economicevision and
the economic development of
the nation.

Additionally, the associated
organisation will foeus onpro-
moting art, culture, and
tourism through the exhibition
and fashion show because they
believe that the art walk is a
greatway to direct people and
enoourage the world tovisit In-

unwilling to admit a conmtry
atwar, the EU isset to dash
Ukraine's hopes of being
swiftly allowed membership,

The Global Inspira-
tional Awards is the
1st event of the series
which happened in
the House of Lords,
London Parliament,
hosted by Sandip
Baroness Verma.

Nawaz Sharif to return to Pakistan

in next few weeks: Maryam Nawaz

Lahore:

dliat, Unity indiversity is one of
the major characteristics of
Indian culture, which makes it
unigue. In the Global Inspira-
tional Awards, they will honour
the individuals and organisa-
tions that have gone too farto
achieve their goals and helped
their eountry come out of the
global crisis. The panel dis-
cussion will focus on promaot-
ing art, culture, and tourdsm's
globl challenges and their m-
pact onworld humanitavian ac-
tion.

My, Shiv Kakran, Founder of
Trident Bvents 8& Media, UK,
said, "T am sure with the four-
dny extravaganza Naya Bharat
Mahotsay inn London, we will
beable to attract our different
stakeholders, such as entre-
preneurs, MSME promoters;
social activists, start-ups, edu-
cators, researchers, scholars,
the medical fraternity, and
many more."

underlining the need for
more anti-corruption meas-
ures. "Today, we are pro-
posing to Ukraine to join
key European programmes
- this will give Ukraine ben-
efits close to those of mem-
bership in many areas,” von
der Leven said, without com-
mitting to any dates.
Zelenskiy, who greeted
von der Leyen with kisses on
the cheek, and said they had
discussed a 10th EU sane-
tions package against Russia,
"We can see that the pace.of
Burope's sanctions has
slightly slowed down while
the terrorist-state, on the
contrary, is increasing its
pace of adapting to sance-

Pakistan Muslim League-
Niawaz (PML-N) Viee Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz on
Thursday said that the par-
ty supreriio and former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif
will retwrm to Pakistan in
the next few weeks, ARY
News reported. According to
information, the PML-N
Vice President stated that
the party hag begun public
mieetings and that Nawaz is
also ready to return to Pak-
istan.

Moreover, Maryam
Nawuz lamnbasted the former
P1T-led KP government and
said that the counfer-ter-
rorism department of the
provinee is still in a rental
building for the last ten
years. They have done little
for their law enforeement
institutions, and the Tmran
Khan government was un-
able to construct a forensic
lab in KP. The PML-N sen-

tions," he said, standing be-
side von der Leyen.

The EU did, however, an-
nounce a doubling of the
number of Ukrainian troops
to be trained by the EU fo
30,000 this year and prom-
ised 25 million ewros ($27.50
million) for demining areas
recaptured by Ukraine. NOT
THERE YET'

The EU's top officials for
foreign policy, migration,
agriculture, economy and
justice werealso in Ukraine's
capital. EU officials said talks
included diseussion of more
arms and money for Ukraine
as well as more access for
Ulrainian products to the
EU market, helping Kyiv

ior vige president called the
Peshawar incident a seciri-
ty breach and chastised P11
head Imran Khan forallow-
ing terrorisis in, according to
ARY News,

Last week, Maryam
Nawaz took a jibe at Imran
Khan-led PTT and said that
her party is not afraid of
electons at all and that it
would win sedts by a major-
ity when Punjab goes to the
polls, Geo TV reported. She
made the remarks in-an ad-
dress in Lahore to the party
workers after she recently re-
tuwrned to Pakistan from
London where she was re-
siding sinee October 2022 to
spend time with her father
and ex-PM Nawayz Sharif.

Maryam Nawaz also reit-
erated that the PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif
would be amoeng them spon,
a topic that has sparked
much speculation, according
to Geo TV,

sanctions

Cover encrgy ﬂf-_’,Ud.S, sdnc-
tions-on Russia, prosecuting
Rusgia's leadership for the
war and extending an EU
no-roaming mobile calls
zone to Ukraine.

The wealthy blo¢ has al-
ready earmarked almost 60
billion euros in aid to
Ukraine, including nearly
12 billion euros of military
supportand 18 billion curos
to help run the country this
year, but declines to offer a
fast track to membership
while Ukraine is at war.
"Some may want to specu-
late abaut the end game but
the simple truth is that we
arenot there vet," an EU of-
ficial said.

Toyota Kirloskar motor
announces prices of Urban
Cruiser Hyryder’s CNG Variant

Hisar:

Toyota Kirloskar Motar
(TKM) announced the
prices of the Urban Cruiser
Hyryder's ONG variants.
TKM had earlier announced
its foray into the CNG seg-
ment with the launch of
Toyota Glanza and Urban
Cruiser Hyryderin Novem-
ber 2o22. The details of
prices are as per the below
tahle.

Details of Urban Ceuiser
Hyrvderli-CNG variantsex-
showroom price, is as fol-
lows:

Commenting on the-
sameMr Atul Sood, Vice
President, Sales and Strate-
giec Marketingsaid, “The
launch of the Urban Cruis-
er Iyryder has been a sig-
nificant milestone for us,
in keeping with Toyota's
quest for promoting sus-
tainable mobility solutions.
Today, it gives us immense
pleasure to announce the
prices ofits UNG variants for
our customers, who have
shown overwhelming in-
terest in the product since
the launch.

At Toyota, we are com-
mitted in making a shifi to-

wards low-carbon energy
sources, with a vision to re-
alise a ‘Carbon Neutral So-
ciety’. We areconfident the
competitively priced Urban
Cruiser Hyryder CNG vari-
unts will encourage wide-
spread acceptance ofenvi-
ronment friendly technolo-
giesand provide multiple
options to customer to meet
their diverse requirements.™

One of first of its kind in
the segment, the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder is avail-
able with a factory fitied
CNG kit in both S & G
grades. Equipped with a
Manual Transmission (MT)
powertrain in both the
grades, the CNG variant
will be in addition to the
Self-charging Strong yv-
hrid Electric as well as the
Neo Drive variants, which
are already available in the
market.

The much-anticipated
SUV  from TEM was
launched in July 2o0zz.
Since then, the product has
received overwhelming re-
sponse, thus reinforcing
customers’ faith and trustin
Toyota brand and its ad-
vanced technology prowess,

Adani speaks for first time since
turmolil as stock rout continues

Mumibai:
Embattled billionaire Gau-
tam Adani on Thursday
spoke publicly for the first
time sinee his ports-to-en-
ergy conglomerate publicly
battled a short seller's accu-
sation of stock manipula-
tion and aceounting fraud,
saying the abrupt move to
withdraw a fully-subseribed
shire sale at his flagship
firrn was due to market
volatilify,

His group continued to
lose on the stock market,
with the cumulative rout
now nearing USD 108 billien
ina week - one Hf the higgest
wipeouts in India’s history.

"After a fully subscribed
follow-on public offering (of
Adani Enterprises Ltd), yes-
terday’s decision of itswith-
drawal would have surprised
many. But eonsidering the
volatility of the market seen
yesterday, the board strong-
ly felt that it would not be
morally eorreet to proceed
ywith the FPO,"” Adani said in
a video message to investors.

The company decided to
refund the money to in-

vestors.

Adani Enterprises Ltd
(ALL) closed at Rs 1,564.70
on the BSE on Thursday,
less than half the price at
which shares were offered to
investors in the follow-on
puhlic affer (FPO) that closed
on January 31.

Sources close to the group
said it was felt that investors
may feel cheated for invest-

ing in AEL shares in a price
band of Rs 3.112-3,276 when
the stock is available in the
open market at a much less-
ar rate.

The offer price of the Rs
20,000 crore FPO was at a
discount to the trading price
when it was first announced
last month. But the US-based
short seller’s report triggered
aselldown in stocks of all 10

group companies and the
cumulative loss of value is
now close to USD 108 hillion.

"In my humble journey of
over 4 decades as an entre-
preneur [ have been blessed
foreceive overwhelming sup-
port from all stakeholders,
particularly the investor
community... For me, the
interest of my investors is
paramownt and evervthing is

His group continued
to lose on the stock
market, with the cu-
mulative rout now
nearing USD 108 bil-
lion in a week -- one of
the biggest wipeouts
in India's history.

secondary. Hence foinsulate
the investors from potential
losses, we have withdrawn
the FPO," Adani said.

US-based short seller Hin-
denburg Research's report
and the stock rout figured in
Parliament on Thursday,
with opposition parties seek-
ing a disenssion and a probe
by a joint parliamentary
committee (JPC).

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has also asked banks
for details of their exposure
to the Adani Group.

Adani said the decision to
withdraw the FPO will not
have any impact on the
group's existing operations
and future plans. "We will
continue to focus on timely
exeeution and delivery of
projects.”

Stepping up capex in Budget will boost logistics, connectivity: IRF

New Delhi:

International Road Federa-
tion (IRI7) welcomes stepped
up capital expenditure forin-
frastrueture development in
the union budget 2023-24
terms it as a boest to infra
projects

Inereased allocation will
ensure time-hound creation
of world-class transport in-
frastructure and improve lo-
gisties and connectivity
aeross the nation

New Delli February 2,

2023 International Road
Federation (JIRF) a global
road safety body working
for hetter and safer roads
worldwide has welcomed the
ingreased allocation of Rs
10 Lakh crore as capital ex-
penditure in the usion budg-
et for the vear 2023-24 as
it will help boost logisties
and connectivity aerass the
nation .

“The Union budget givesa
boost to infrastructure de-
velopment and has ear-

marked Rs 10 lakh crove as
capital expenditure for fi-
nancial year 2024- 24, This
is significantly higher (33%)
than the Rs 7.5 lakh croreal-
located in the fiseal 2022-23,
The provision of Capital out-
lay of 240 Lakh crore for
railways, Rs. 10,000 Crore
for urban infra fund, Rs.
75000 Crore for 1o Critical
tramsport infra projects,
promises strong develop-
ment in the infrastructure
gpace.” Said Mr Satish

Parakh, President | Interna-
tional Road Federation (IRF)
India Chapter and Managing
Dirvector Ashoka Buildeon
Limited weleoming the
union budget .

“The announcement of 50
New airports and heliports
will contribute to improved
connectivity. The Vivad se
Vishwas I1 - Voluntarily Set-
tling Contractual Disputes
scheme will provide big relief
and ease of cash flow to con-
trgetors for fast track real-

ization of contractual dis-
putes, which are awarded
but have been challenged in
court” said Mr Parakh .

IRF also welcomed the
thrust of the budget on sev-
en growth engines of PM
Gati Shakti including roads,
railways, airports, ports,
mass transport, waterways
and logistics.

“The Union government
in its budget has empha-
sized on providing a massive
push to all kinds of mobile

connectivity by taking for-
ward programs across vari-
ous key sub-sectors such as
roads, rail, inland water-
ways, airconnectivity, There
was a dire need to give im-
petus to the infrastructure
sectorin view of its capital-
intensive nature and long
gestation period for infra-
strucfure projects. Hence,
augmented budgetary allo-
cation, would ensure time-
bound ereation of world-
class infrastructure and pro-

pel India’s overall develop-
ment.” Said Mr Parakh .

“TFrom highway constiue-
tion to expansion in other
mobility infra sectors will
work as key drivers for the
Indian economy and the
most tangible evidence of
the pation’s progress. In-
vestment in the infrastruc-
fure and mohility sector has
4 cascading imipact on all
sectors such as banking and
financial sector, logisties,
power sector.

SAMIL gets
great place
to work

certification

New Delhi:
Shriram Automall Incia
Limited (SAMIL) - India’s
Largest Phygital Market-
place for used Vehicles and
Equipment, has been
recognised as Great Place
to Work® Institute (In-
dia) Certified company for
Third time in & row.

Great Place to Work® is
a global authority that
recognises Figh-Trust and
High-Performance Cul-
ture™ at  workplaces
around the globe and
SAMILis among themasa
sustainable diverse, sup-
portive and empowering
organisation. We at
SAMIL have shifted our
focus on continuous em-
ployee engagement and
development on various
fronts. This has helped us
create a unigue work cul-
ture at our workplace that
is long lasting.

SAMILis a purpose-dri-
ven organization and has
played a valuable role in
the industry and society —
especially diuring periods
of uncertainty like the
Covicl-19 pandemic by pro-
viding all the facilities to its
emiployees even during the
nation-wide lockdowns,
SAMIL understands the
psychological needs of its
employees and thus intro-
duced many ways of keep-
ing the employees engaged
and stay stress-free with
activities, games, quizzes
and more. Important ses-
sions from various SMEs
aof workplaee, lifestyle,
health and awareness have
helped the employees to
learn and grow at a faster
pace.
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lia Bhatt and

Ranveer Singh

starrer '"Rocky

Aur Rani Ki
Prem Kahani,' directed
by Karan Johar
R has an-
nounced a
new re-
lease
date.
The
film
that
was
earlier
slated fo
release on
April 28
will
now
h it
the-

atres
on July
28, 2023.
"Rocky Aur
Rani Ki
Prem Ka-
hani'

marks
N the re-
v turmn

Mumbai
fter a
phe -
nome-
al per-
formance in ‘A
Thursday’, Yami
Gautam is back
with another dra-
ma ‘Lost’. The trail-
er of the film is
now out. Di-
rected by
Aniriiddha
R o vy
Chowd-
hury, the
film

stars

TOP STORY, Dewr, Fripay 03, Fesruary 2023

Karan Johar as director
after 2z016's 'Ae Dil Hai
Mushkil.

The film also stars Dhar-
mendra and Shabana Azmi
in pivotal roles. Filmmak-
er Karan Johar took to so-

compelling actors like Yami
Gautam Dhar. Pankaj Ka-
pur, Rahul
Khan-
na,

Yami,

Neil Lost.
Bhoopalam, Tushar Pandey,
and Pia Bajpiee in kev roles.
After receiving an over-
whelming response at the

a promising

actor who has assayed

asensational role in A
Thursday, has got well-de-
served praise by fans and
critics alike, Post the success
of the last series, the fans

are counting on Yami’s

another thriller,

cial media to announce
the new date. He posted on
Instagram: 'They say ‘sabr
ka phal meetha hota hai’,
s0 to inerease the mithaas
of this incredibly special
story - we're coming with

Chicago South Asian Film
Festival 2022, the Atlanta
Indian Film Festival 2022,
and the 53rd Interna-
tional Film Festival of
India, the makers of
A Thursday have
dropped the trail-
erofthieirupeom-
ing film.

Yamii, a promiis-
ing actor who has
assaved a sensational
role m A Thursday, has
gat well-deserved praise by
fans and crities alike. Postthe
success of the last series, the
fans are connting on Yami's an-
other thriller, Lost

Deepika Padukone
pens sweet birthday
wish for sister Anisha

Mumbai

ctor Deepika
Padukone  on
Thursday penned

own a  sweet
birthday wish for her sister
Anisha Padukone.

Taking to Instagram,
Deepika shared a post which
she captioned, "Happy Birth-
day! @anishapadukone.”

The post reads, "If you
have nothing in life but a
loving sister, vou are richer
than you know."

Deepika and Anisha are
the daughters of the former
Indian badminton plaver
Prakash Padukoneand Ujjala
Padukone.

The 'Piku’ actor shares
snaps with her sister on dif-
ferent occasions on her social
media.

Meanwhile, talking about
the work front, Deepika was
recently seen in the action
thriller film 'Pathaan’ oppo-
site actors Shah Rukh Khan
and John Abraham.

Helmed by Siddharth

R

e
Anand, the film was declared
a blackbuster hit and has
minted Rs 634 crore, Gross,
Waorldwide in its first week.

Deepika, recently at a
'Pathaan’ success event spoke
about her chemistry with
Shah Rukh, saying, "Inall the
films that we have worked on,
we have a very good rela-
tionship which reflects on
sereen. There is a lot of re-
spect between us."

..

Alia Bhatt, Ranveer Singh's
'Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem

Kahani' gets new release date her birthday

a whole lot of love! Racky
aur Rani ke parivaar ho
rahe hai taivyvaar, aur ab
dekhiyve veh anokhi kahani
of pyaar!

The rom-com was ini-
tially scheduled to release
on February 11 but was
pushed to April 29 to avoid
clashing with Kartik
Aaryan and Kriti Sanon's
'Shehzada.' Later, Mani
Ratnam's directorial 'PS-2'
was announced for an
April 29 release and
'"Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani,' has avoided a
clash again.

Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani' is written by Ishi-
ta Moitra, Shashank Khai-
tan and Sumit Roy.

On November 12, 2022
Johar had announced on
Instagram, 'My heart is
filled with excitement and
gratitude...#RockyAur-
RaniKiPremKahani re-
leasing in cinemas near
you on 28th April, 2023!"
In the statement, the film-
maker said 'Rocky Aur
Rani Ki Prem Kahani'
marks his return to his
first home-cinemas, after a
gap of seven vears. "I had
the absolute honour of
working with not one, but
many illustrious actors on
the set of my seventh
film," the director said.

Trailer of Yami Gautam's
new OTT film 'Lost’ out

The trailer features the ac-
tress plaving the role of a dv-
namic erime reporter whois on
arelentless search for the truth
behind the sudden dicappear-
ance of a young theatre activist
played by Tushar Pandey. The
clip showeases a battle be-
tween what's right versus
what's the ultimate truth and
itrepresents a higher quest and
asearch for lostvalues of com-
passion and integrity.

Yami shared the trailer on
Instagram and wrote, “The
search for imegrity, truth and
Ishan has begun. #Truthls-
NeverLost, #LostOnZEES,
premieres 16th Feb (sie).”

Shilpa Shetty Kundra
wishes her "Tunki
Shamita Shetty on

e —t
Mumbai

ctor Shilpa Shetty

Kundra on Thurs-

day extended

varm birthday

wishes to her sister Shami-

ta Shetty.

Taking to Instagram,
Shilpa shared a video which
she captioned, "From shar-
ing a box of chocolates and
NOT wanting to share
clothes. From being each
other's agony aunts to
pulling each other's hair out
To... NOW becoming an in-
separable pair Ilove you to
the moon and back... HAPP-
PYYYYY BIRTH-
DAAAAYYYYY, my darling
Tunki! Wishing vou only all
the choicest blessings the
universe has to offer and
great health above all.”

Shilpa dropped a reel
which had a montage of pic-
tures with Shamita.

Soon after Shilpa dropped
the video, fans flooded the
comment section with red

\ i
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heart emoticons and sweet
birthday wishes for the ex
Bigg Boss contestant.

Ranbir Kapoor's sister
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni
wrote, "Happy bday
@shamitashetty official.”

A user wrote, "Happy
Birthday shaamzzz."

"HAPPY BIRTHDAY
SHAMZIE we love you to
the mooon and back!!!!," a
fan commented.

Shilpa and Shamita Shet-
ty share a great bond and
the duo never fails to show-
et love on each other on
spcial media,

Shamita is known for her
performances in films like
‘Mohabbatein' and 'Zeher'
and she also featured in
Salman Khan's Tv reality
show 'Bigg Boss Season 15'

Talking about Shilpa's
work front, she was last
seen in an action comedy
film 'Nikamma' alongside
Abhimanva Dasani and
Shirley Setia.

Popular celebrity photographer
spills the beans on Sidharth
Malhotra-Kiara Advani's wedding

Mumbai
Mumbai-based
renowned  pa-

parazzo has said
at his team will
be covering Bollywood stars
Sidharth Malhotraand Kiara
Advani's  wedding in
Jaisalmer from February 4-6.

Viral Bhavani shared a post
on Instagram that his team is
leaving for the wedding,
which will reportedly take
place at the luxurious Surya-
garh Palace in Jaisalmer.

He wrote, "We are heading
to Jaisalmer to cover Kiara
Advani and Sidharth Mal-
hotra's wedding. We will lanid
tomorrow and then take a
jeep to Jaisalmer."

"One team will have to
wait at Jodhpur airport in
case guests are not taking
chartered flights direct to
Jaisalier. We are not swre
whatwe are going to get, but
we will brace the cold weath-
er and try our best."

The paparazzi said that
"most images normally get

uploaded by the stars, we
just want and watch. February
4-6 is when the wedding will
take place at Suryagarh
Palace.”

Last month, one of our
sources revealed that the cou-
ple hias booked aluxury hotel
in Rajasthan for their indus-
try friends.

*They have booked
Jaisalmer's Hatel Survagarh
from February 3 to 7. The

couple’s security team will
be at the premises to avoid
any untoward incident. Sid,
Kiara, their families, and cdlose
friends are expected to reach
the venue on February 4.
The mehndi, sangeet, and
haldi ceremonies will be cel-
ebrated in the hotel premis-
es on February 4 and 5," the
source had informed while
spilling the beans about the
Sid-Kiara wedding,
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