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VVPAT counting, paper ballot

W Modi claims that INDIA bloc “committed the sin of creating distrust against

EVMs"; Law Minister says Opposition took every opportunity to “defame” ECI by
guestioning EVM credibility

Dolhi

T o nu- Courd
pleas [m roviving

paper bullots und also
100 pur gehl crods-veri-
ication of votes: cast on
with a Voter Ver-
: Paper Audit Trail

(VVPAT), holding that
suspirions szarding
tam, of nTl viot-

ing machines were
founded”

As the country vor-
ed in round two of the
sovei-phnie 2024 Tok
Sabhu vlections, the top
court suid the Eledtranic
Voting M s FVM)
were “secore” and elim-
inates hooth capturing
and bogus voting.

Weighing in on the in-
tensely debated EVM is-

i Il.zslungdi\'idf.«l
e 4 bench
af Justives Sanjiv Khan-
mi anid Dipunkar Datta
sald the plea for rel
to the hallot papat sys-
tem was “fuible aid un-
sound”, noting that the
weakriess of tiiis system
was well known and doe-

“un-

parti

umented. The two judg-
o5 gave two separate but
concurring verdiets,

“While maintaining a
balanee perspertive
is eruelal in evaluating
systems or instititions,
Blindly distrosting uny
nspect of the system
can breed unwarranted
seepticsm,” the  court
said, ,ulrlh:illml demoe-
racy is all ubout striving
to bwild harmony and
trust between all fusti-

Arms, ammunition
found in CBI raid
in Sandeshkhall

lh’ (.‘lil an - Fri-
I day seiwd drms
Hni] ammuii-
tion, ineluding o polies
sepvice revolver  dand
foreign=mnde  frearms,
during searches at (wo
premises of an associ-
ate of now-saspended
TMC leader * Shajahan
Sheikh in West Bengal's

deshkhali,  officials
sdid.
The sepfches were

conducted in connection
with the Jantary attack
on an’ Enforcemént Di-
rectorte (1)
o mub that was: alleg

Iy instigated by Sheikh,

393,

who wig arrested hj. the
West Bengal Police on
Febimary 24 in the cnse,
Teams of the Cential
Butea Investigation
(CBI), the bomb detec-
tion squad, the National
Sceurity Guard (NSG),
the central paramili-
tary forees aud the West
Rengal Police were part
of the searches at the
villsge - a riverine del-
ta—on the fringes of the
Sunderbans in North 24
Parganas district.
“During  investigation
of 1his chse, informa-
ton seived thit
the items lost by the ED
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Fapoleglse

tutions.

The top court's long
antigipated verdict
quickly found eche in
ih pallseape with Prime
Minister Narendr Madi

at i rally in Ar-
in Bihar that it way
a tight slap” om the
Congress-led appasi-
tion ahich now st
T for eomnilt-
ting the *sin of ereating
distrust™ against EVMs.
Hailing the verdict, he

g

elaimed  “theirfopposi-
tion} dreams have been
shattered into piece:
The Congress on ifs
part sald in a post on X
that it will continue with
its political campnign on
greater use of VV)
to inerease publ
in the electornl proc
The apex enuw
Issued two directives in
i EVM ctse.
The court opened o
window for spgrieved

7 After Sugiretie
” Court’s 'tight
slap o
Oppasition in EVM Gise,
they should apologise far
creating distrust

<PV Modi

unsuceessful candidates
soeuring  second  and
third plae
sults and
to seek vevificatin
mierocontvoller  chips
embedded in five per
et EVME per dssembly
constitucticy on a4 writ-
leh request upon pay-
ment of fee to the poll
pavel.

It ulso directed that
from May 1, the sy
bal loading wnits
should e sealed and se-
cured in a containerand
stored 10 a strongroom
along with the EVMs lar
& minlmum period of 45
days post declaration of
résults.

Request for the ver-
itication of the mioro-
catitroller can be made
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Plan twice-a-year
board exams from
2025: CBSE told

New Delhi

he ministry of ed-
weation has asked
the Central Board

of Secondary Edueation

to work oul logistics for
conducting bonrd  ex-
wms twice a vear from

the zo25-26 academic
session, avcording o
sourees.

The plan for ntrodue-
st systent has
Ix.en ruled out, they said.

The ministry and the
Centrnl  Board of See-
ondary. Heducation: will
hold cousultations with
principals next
Iur condieting
twiee &

yurees sald.

The CBSL is curremtly
in the process of work-
ing ont the modallties of
howe will Hie' ae
calendar be stnict
to accommodate anoth-
er set of boerd exams
without  impacti
undergraduate
sion sehedule,

admis-
thiey snrid.

on dhe logistics of how
will baard exams lu\ cot-
dueted twice a

boged &
modalities aod o consul-
tation will be orginised
next month witl school
principals,” a souree said.

Nearly 61 per cent turnout in
phase 2 of Lok Sabha polls

__ NeéwDéalhi

early 61 per cent
polling  wis  re-
ported [n the see-

ond phase of Lok S8abha
cleetions covering 88

L= neross 13 stutes
amid few complaints of
EVM glitches and hogus
voting in somo states,

Voters in some vi
es of Uttar Prades
Mathura,  Rujasthan’s
and  Mahar-
Parbhani were
boyeotting  the polls
over virlous ssues but
were luter persuaded by
autharitles to cast their
franchise.

Polling for the second
stage of the seven-phase
elections ﬂ'lrtvd a7 am
.md ended at 6 pm.
tites experiange
se heat conditions,
The fiest phase of palling
wits Lwhl an \;\1“ 19 in

‘ slates
on territorids,
chion Commis-
) snid palliteg

remained lorgely paace-

EC books Tejasvi Surya for
Seeklng votes on religion

Bengalury

Blearativic

Junati I‘
ty (BIP)  leader nml
ineumbent  Bengaluro

South MP Tejasvi Surva
for posting a viden an a
soctal media platform
and allegedly “soliciting
votes on the ground of
lhc religion.”
18 booked ag
1

Lam}ul‘zt-- af
Soiith PC on
Juvanagar PS u,
fiyr posting o video
handle  amd soliciting
on the ground of
rithigion,” Cl Electoral

Chie
Officer. Karnatnka post-

edon X,

The case lns bien filed
with Juyanagar police
station in Bengaluru.

O Thursduy, the
BIP MP shored a video

on X, showeasing e
‘Surva Tilok' ceremnony
of the Ram Temple in
Ayodiyr, accompanied
by the statement: “Our
genertion was blessed

to witness the m.m-‘ml
Surya Tilak on lllmg\mn
Shri Ram at Ayodhyai
o Ram Nuvami, A wait
of almost 500 years &
wish of crores of Bhora-
tivas was folfiffed by PM
Shri @narendramodi Ji
For Bharatiyata to sur-
vive, vote for BJP1™

It is to be noted that
the EC's Model Code of
(undlul (MCC) cle '1)

m‘cludu in
which rny

agpravale  existing  dif-
ferentes or create -

tual Iiatred or couse ten-

sion between  different

castes and communities;

religions or linguistic.”
Agency

at 7 pin of v
of 60.06 per cent is Tike-
Iv to go upwards when
repurts from all polling
stations are  nbtained,
the EC suid, adding vot-
ers reaching polling
tions 11l the end of poll-
ing hour are allowed to
castthelr vote

The  National Dem-
octatic allianee (NDA)
under  Prime  Minlster
Mundi is secking u strong-
ar majority for a third

consprutive term, whilis
the constituents of the
apposition INDIA bloe
are hnp}anm a reboird
after focing reverses in
the 2014 and 2010 eloe-
tions,

Election Commission
data showed the high-

st voting  percentiige
was  recovded in Tr-
purd which registered

7854 per cent polling,
fallowed by Maniput nt
7.18 while the turnout
was/in Uttar Pradesh at

HIGHLIGHT

® Accarding to the EC
data, 'the highest vat-
Ing percentage was
recorded  In Tripu-
ra; which repistered
78.53% polling, while
the lowest ‘turnout
was [n Uttar Pradesh
at '53.80%. The tum:
out |0 ethnic vio-
lence-hit Man|pur was
TEABY,
3.71 put cent and Ma-
arashira 53.84 per cenl.
l'ul]in;.\ was held in all
of Kerala, 14
28 seats in Knr-
mh in Ra-

Uit-

\r!mihm Prades
enchin Assar T,
5 seals each in Chhattis-
garh amnd West Ben
a4 set nell I Manic
pur, Tripura and Jummu
and Kashmir. Ageney

WhatsApp move Delhi HC
against Indla s IT rules

New Delhi
ng  ser-
(i plul[unu
V\’lﬂllk.f\np an
submitted
before the Delhi Tigh
Court that if it is made
or compelled o break
encryption of messuges,
then the platform will
stop fanchiondng.

The subymi
came while the div
bench led by the Acting
Chifel Juslice was hear-
ing the petitions maved
by WhatsApp and Face
book challenging newly
amended IT Rules,

“As o platform, we ure
snying. il we are told to
break encryprion, then
WhatsApp  goes,”  the
lawyer whe appeared for

et wis
against the privacy of us-
es and the rule was intvo-
duced without any
stiltaition, siid WhatsApp
while  oppasing 1]
amendmant in IT Rules.
Enrlier, the Centre
had told the Delhi Migh
Court  that Wi;;ns:\pl;
and  Facebook  whie
monglizes users’ infor-

mation for business or
commeroial  purposes
are ot legally entitled
to claim that it protects
privacy.

In fact, the régulitors
of  varous  conntrics
clearly liold that Fuce-
book  should De- fixed
with secountability for
its scrvices and data
management prachices.

Agency

“The Idea being ex-
plored s 1o conduct two
editions of the hoard
exums af the end of the
vear from the 202526
academic session hut the
modalities still need to
be worked sut. Howevar,
there is no plan o impk
ment the semester
tem,” the source added.

The ministry's initial

I was to introdoce
janoual Dowrd ox;
from the 2o024-25 aci-
demie session, lowever.
it faas heen pushed back
i year.

The new  national
enracalym  framework,
prepared by the Unfon
nent-appointed
national  steering  oom-
pany which was led by
farmer ISRO chalrmins
K Kasturirangan in line

Nali

and 12, Ageney

You want
administration
to be paralysed:
HC to Kejriwal

New Dithi
The Delhi high court
on Friday pulled up the
city government over
the issue of nun-.suF-
ply of books to the chil-
dfen studying In MCD
schools, saving the cot-
thlu..lhun of Arvind Ke-
jriwal as the chief mine
ister even after his arrest
puts - political  imterest
aver national interest.

The court said the
Pl government was
“interested in appropriz-
tion of power”,

The court’s observi-
tions cane after the 1l
i government contisel
adid the matter réquires
'l],!plo\.llb from
witl whiat is in custo~
dy in the alleged money
laundering case in con=
nection: with the 2eozi
exoise policy.

The conrf stuted Ihm‘.
till now it has “poli
emphasised that nation-
al interest is “supreme”
bt the present case has
highlighted  what was
Swrong” and it wanld
pass on. order on’ the
mitter on Mondsy,

I ath sotry o say vou
have placed vour interest
abave the interest of the
students; the children
that wre stodying: That
15 very clear and we are
s:uin' 10 give that find-
ing thit you have placed
seiur political interest w
a higher pedes

"It is very unfortunste
thiat you dane this.
It I8 wrong and that is
what has got hI},le}\Hlud
in this mutt stid the
bonch of 2 [mg Chief
Justice Mamnahan and
Justive anmeet  PS
Aroni. Ageney




SC rejects
pleas on 100
% VVPAT
counting,
paper ballot

CONTD FROM PG-1

within seven days of

declimition of the m-
sulis after paynent of
fees, the court smd,

“If EVM is found tam-
pered  during verifies-
tion, fees paid by the
candidares will be re-
funded.”

An EVM  comipris-
es three units — bullat
unit, contrel unit and
the VVPAT. All three are
embedded  with miero-
controllers which hive a
burnt memaory. from the
manufacturer,

o Currently, the Election

’ nion Heme Min-
Unsr.er Amit Shah
on l~rulay da:.med

TOP STORY, DiLsll, SATURGAY 27, it 2024

Congress has Muslim League's agenda says
it will make separate law for minorities: Shah

Bemetara (Chhat-
. tisgarh:

lyw for minorities, and
asher whether the coun-
try showld "fmetion on
thie basis of Sharia”.
Speaking ol an elee-
tion rally In Bemetuara

distriet of Chhattis-
garh, he also said that
these who refused invi-
tation for the consecra-
tion of Ram temple in
Ayodhya for their vote
bank polities did not
have the right 10 rule
the country.

B falls in

tandom matching  of
VVPAT slips with EVMs
st five polling booths per
assemibly  constiluerey.
VVPAT is an intdepend-
ont vote verification sys-
tem which enables elec-
tors 1o see whether their
vutes have been record-
ed correctly.

The hench suggested
the poll panel can expm-
ine whether electronic
machines can be used
lor  counting  VVPAT
slips and also whether
bar codes can be used
for parties along with
their svmbols.

Besides seeling a re-
wrn to the ballot pa-
per svatem, the three
petitions before it had
praved that VVPAT slips
should be given to the
voter o verify and pul in
the ballot box for count-
ing and theye should be
00 e cent eoling of:

ips, it said.

“We have regcclrd all of
them,” Justice Khanng

said.

A few hows lmer,
Prime Minister Modi re-
ferred (o the verdict in
his Araria rally.

Agency

Arms,ammunition
found in CBI raid

in Sandeshkhali

CONTD FROM PG-1
team gnd other in-
criminating articles may
be hidden sl the  resi-
denee of an associate of
Sheikh at Sandeshkha-
li, North 24 Pargonas.
Accordingly. the team
of the CBI along with
CRPF (Central Reserve
Police Porve) personnel
searched wo prensises.
at Sandeshkhali today,”
the spokesperson of the
CBL

The swift _operation
resulted in the seizure
of & huge eache of small
arms and  ammunilion,
and these included for-
eign-made firearms, the
officials said.

During  the  seamch-
es, the CBI seized three
foreign-made revolvers
and pne foreign-made
pistol, one Indian re-
volver, one Colt officlal
issue  police  revolver,
tme covmtry-made pistol,
120 nine mn bullets, 50
urlridga af .45 calibre,
120 nine mm Larrn:lg—
5, 50 Cartri (.3
and eight cartrldgeb of

Purg Lok Sabha con-
stituency which will go
anm]lc o May 7.

.-They (Congress)
have said fhey  will
make a separate law
for minonties. Tell
me, should the country
function an the busis of
Sharia? Should triple
talng be reintroduced?
Congress  has — been
heading forward with
the agendn of Muslim
League," the senior BJP
leader alloged.

"Rahul biba, neither
the people will elect
you, nor will tiple ta-

q be reintroduced. 1
am saying today that we
will not allow anyone to

toueh CAA (Citizenship
(Amendment) Aet), tri-
ple tilag (prohibition
act) and (serapping of)
Article 370, he said.
In the greed of its
vate bank, the Congress
maintained Article 370
in Kashmir for many
years, Shah alleged.

"You ople)  all
elected \hfl i the
prime minister for the

second  time and he
ubilished Article 370
5, 2019 and

the

said.
Highlighting
the

achievements of

Angul sizzles at 44.6 degC

_Bhubaneswar:
There seamed to be no
respite [rom the hol and
humid  weather condi-
tions in Odisha, with 12
plices recording  tem-
perntures ghove 43 de-
wrees Celsins on Friday
and the TMD forecasting
similar ‘weather condi-
tions for the mext five
days.

In its evening huniletin,
the Regional, Meteoro-
Togical Centre, Bhubane-
swar of the India Mete-
arologival  Department
(IMD) stated that the
maxinmm lemperiture
is likely to rse by two
degrees Celsius ot many
places In Odisha in the
Hext 48 hours, follow-
g whlch the myaximum
tempergiure is m\El} o
be al normal by four
0 six degrees Celsius in
the subsequent four
five days.

The indusirial town of
Angul recorded the high-
esl tempeniture o the
state ol 446 degrees Cel-
sius, [ollowed by Boudly
(44.5), md Nunpada and
Bolangir at 44 degrees
Culsivs.

recorded

Baripada

438  degrees  Celsius,
while ‘Titlagarh, Jajpur,
,‘mr il l-é'm cud
3.6 (L
Celsius nm:‘g .llmmcuilltnin
amd Talcher  simmered
at .13;, d Celsiug
hile Dhy record-
Pd.u 1 a'egrees Celsius.
State capital Bhubane-
swar reeorded & temper-
ature of 40.5 degrees Cel-
sius, while peighhouring
Cuttack was at 408 de-

yrees Celsiug.

The IMD has issned a
red warning (be alert) for
the next 24 hours, slat-
ing that severe heatwove
conditions may prevail in
Mayurbhanj, Jharsugu-
da, Suud.uq,;lrh. Keon-

ar, DI 1, Boudh,

Niirenden Modl - gov-
ernment, Shah said
the prime minister has
ended tervorism and
safeguarded the coun-
try.

“The Congress nour-
ished and  purtured
Naxalism due ta its po~
litical  interest. When
Modi ji became the
PM, he ended Naxul-
ism fom the country
in 1t years, The men-
ace survived only in
Chhattisgarh  hecause
the Blhupesh Kalkka-led
Congress  governtmerl
was in power in the
stale (2018-2023)," he
said.

But as soon as you
elected Vishnu Deo Sai
s [He Chiel Minister (in
the last assembly elec-
tions), e and Home
Minister (Deputy Chief
Minister Vijuy Sharma)
worked to ellminate

arpund 9o Naxalites in
just four months, 123

Navalites were arrest-
ed and 225 survendered
(during this period), he
said,

"Give a third term to
PM Modi. and Naxal-
fam will be eliminated
from Chlatlisgarh in
two years,” he averred.

Nobody can accom-
plish in nwoo years

what Modi has done in
10 years; Shah said,

During the Sonia {So-
nia Gandhx) “Manmao-
han (former PM Man-
mohan Singh) led TPA
gavernment, every day
terrorisls used (o enter
from Pakistan and car-
1y oul bonb blusts. You
made Maodi ji the Prime
Minister. Pakistan had
got into the habit of
attacking and carried
out attacks in Uri and
Pulwama But this time
Manmohan Singh was
not the prime minister,
it was Narendra Modi.
Qur juwans entered Po-
kistan and eliminated
terrorisls by earryin
ont surgicnl strikes anrﬁ
air sirikes within just
10 days (of the nn.u-l.a).
T sald.

The Union minister
also aceused the Con-
gress of being anti-Oth-
er Backward Class, and
said it was Modi's guar-
antee that no one can
touch the reservations
for Scheduled Tribes,
S Castes and
OBCs,

"Rahul baba, ameng
all the parties in the
country, Congress s
anti-0BC. Congress
for years did not aet
on the Kaks Kelelkar
report and the Mandal
Commission report and
made them disappear,

gave consti-
statns to the
backward classes com-
mission. Modi ji did the
work of giving reserva-
lion to OBCS,” he add-

"They  spread  lies
that BJP will remove
the reservation, [ am
suying that no one ean
toneh the reservation of
SC, ST and OBC, this is
Modi's guarantee.” he
added.

Narendra Modi has
been  chief  minister
and prime minister for
a3 vears, but no cor-
ruption charges were
levelled against him.
while on  the other
hand, there sre leaders
of Congress snd UPA
who committed seams
worth  Rs 12 lakh
crore. Now dressed in
new elothes of 'INDI
(opposition) alliance,
they have been secking
votes, he said.

Shah sought votes in
fayvor of party candi-
dnte Vijay Baghel I'rum
Durg seat und suid
in the last :mwth.
elections, the people of
the state had defested
the appeasement poli-
Lics of Congress,

T pay  tribute o
Bliuneshwar Sahu,
wha lost his life due o
vote bank politics of
Congress,"” hesmd.

6000 girl students trained for self defence
in summer camp organised by Delhi police

New Delhi

noan attempt o
EIPOWET women:

and create a sense
of vanfidence, legal
awareness amongst
women, the Special
Police Uinit for Women
and Children orgonised
self Defence  trainin,
pn)gmmmes for Schoo!

College  students,
huncewl\eu RWA's.

The |,1.|:L'f. are  being
trained how {o ke
ase of things like Dupat-
ta, Pen & Handbags 1o
protect themselves from
Jll.lw.l-c: by anti social
“ehain or bay

Nuapada and Angul dis-
triets,

It also issued an or-
ange  {be  prepared)
warning for Sambalpur,
Jajpur, Balasore, Ken-
drapads, Bhadrali, Cut-
_.u:L Balasore, Jagits-

inghpur, Bolungir,
Sonepur, - Malkangiri,
Kalahandi, Kandhamal,
Khurda, Gamjam, Ga-

Japati, 1\1\1g,a.rh Naba-
tangpur and  Deogarh
districts.

suatching, criminal as-
sauli etc.

The traiming helps in
bnilcllr)§. up the self es-
teem af women so that
they do not feel vulner-
able & humilisted. So
far more than 557,118
girls/women have been
trained through this in-
itinbive.

After receiving lats of
appreciution rom socie-
ty und looking at the sue-
cess of these self defence

truining  programmes
Besides routine camps
held from tine w time,
the annual summoer and
winter camps are. also
organized by this Unit
during summer & winter
vacations all over Delhi at
different venues. [n this
strivs,  Sumpmer Cimp-
2024 Was nrganwed al 10
different venues  across
I?elhi. for sehool going

Alu’ml of 6000 girl sti-
dents participated and
henifitted from this Sell
Defence camp. During the

Vedantu Students Shine Again in JEE Main 2024
Pranavanand Saji with AIR 31 emerges as overseas topper

Vedantu — a lender in
the JEL tuloring space
has vevealed (hat 1608
offits students have qual-
ified for JEE Advanced.
The education giant also
revedled that 210 of their
:mdems seared  above

.32, the sp SO
peer P

'Besades many incrim-
inating documents relat-
ed to Shajalun have also
been recov Serme
items suspected to be
-made  bombs
have also been récov-
ered, which are being
handled and disposed of
by the teams of the NSG.*
Uie spokesperson snid in
& slulement.

As. officials  spread
meross Sandeshkhali 1o
search  targetted  loea-
tions, NSG units had the
responsibility for detect-
ing and handling explo-
sives found during the
operation, the officials
sait,

with G
Df their students scoring
above 7 pm-;-enulc

Pranavanand Saji, one
of Vedantu's top stu-
dents, was recognized ns
the Overseas Topper of
JEE Main 2024 with an
All Tndin Rank (AIR) of
31. Moreover, 3 Vedantu
students were in the top
500 and 6 Vedantn stu-
dienits had an ATR in the
1o 1,000. There were 27
other Vedantu students
‘wha scored 1ou percen-
file in one or more sub-
jects.

Adding to the jov of
the results is the re-
markable achievement
af their pioneering Ve
dantu Learning Center
i Bangalore, which
was established just last
vear, This center has
seen B0% of its students
qualify for the JEE Ad-

LEARNING CENTRE

vineed this vear. The
reason (o thls SUeCEss
van he aseribed to he
personalized  lesrning
methods that Vedantu
implements at seale,
Leveraging a decade
of technologieal innova-
tion, Vedantu epsures
toiloved feqrning expe-
riences both in physical
elassrooms and through
its advanced online plat-
forms. Muster teachers,
doubt experts, and aci-
demic mentors provide
personalized  atlention
o each sludenl employ-

their lenrning from the
eomfort of their homes.

To maximize the im-
pact of Vedantu's unique
and innovative approach
to lenrning, over 30 Ve-
dantu Learning Cenlers
were: sel up i Chen-
nni, Myderabad, Delbi,
Madurgi, Coimbatore.
Vi javawada, Pune,
Trichy, Patiala, Muz-
aarfarpur,  Jhunjhunu,
Patna and other cities.
These learning centers
are equipped with ent-

ing d teach-

ing methods. Vedantil's
technulogieal infrastruc-
wre, on the other hand,
lelps students amplify

ting-edge  infrastrue-
tun: featuring high-lech
and  inte-

grated  syvstems.  Thelr
gamified, cngaging, and
participatory  learning
anvironment  provides

personalized feedback to
students by seamlessly
travking class p.lrliupn-
ion, test performance,
und  pssignments, Ve
dantu’s proactive  ap-
proach to student devel-
OpMEnL ensires uts
af:nwel.l-mfnrrm_glm:guut
their child's progress in
veal time ona daily ba-

sis.

“With intrinsically tai-
lored exam courses like
JEE, our aetive learning

methodology  foenges
on providing  students
the learning  experi-

enee which mitvors the
rru:ilnu:. of lhti exam
and  prepares Iwm Lo
.uhlml.u :LTJ: e po

tial. We muymui.:ue n]I
aspirants who appeared
in JRE Main and to the
All Indin Rankers who
have aced the examina-
tion. This suecess is 4
testimony of the deter-
mination and hard work
of our students, Mas-
ter Teachers, mentors,
doubt experts, student
suppori staff and oth-
Anand Prukash,
Cn-ful.nld.nr & Head of
Academics, Vedantu.

Sumuer Camp Nuldad
Natuk and Gender Sen-
sitization  programimes
and levture & awareness
about new laws were also.
conducted at all venues,
The closing  eeremo-
ny of the camp was held
todiy on 20.04.2024 at
Govt. Girls Senior Sec-
ondary School,  Chhat-
tarpur, Delhi. Op  this
oceasion  Chiel  Guest
RN, Sharma, Direetor of
Edueation, GNCT, Delhi
said that edueation de-
partmont will extend all
conperation o Delbi Po-

lice: for the safety of wom-
en, We lave pul OCTV
Cwmerss in front of all
the school gates and loeal
police is always present at
the time of schonl apen-
ing ond elpsing to ensure
that there is 1o untpward
aeident.

Special Guest of Hon-
our M5 Laxmi Agarwal,
an acid attack survivor
and  Tounder/President
of the Laxmi foundation
gave a highly Motiva-
tional Sﬂeﬁﬂh which was
very well received by girl
students.

'PM is scared may even shed

tears on stage”:

Rahul

Gandhi's fresh salvo at Modi

Vilayapura/Ballari:
Congress  leader  Rahul
Gandhi on Friday ook
potshots at Prime Minis-
ter Navendma Modi- over
his altack on the grand
old party, saying he is
scared and may even shed
tears on the stage.

He called the BJIP
‘Bharatiya Chombu
Party’. Chombn in Kan-
nada means round wa-
ter pot, which is spme-
times used tp convey
emptiness and decep-
tion.

"You  have  hear'd
the prime  minister's
speeches, e is stared.
IU's possible that he may
shed tears on stage,”
Gandhi said, address-
ing public meetings in
the district headquar-
ters towns of Vijayapu-
ra and Ballari in the
purty-governed stite.

Mudi has targeted the
Comgress on a variety
of issues in recent cam-
paign rallies, including

"mangalsutra”, “redis-
tribution  of  wealth”
and

“inheritance tax”

The former Congress
chief aceused Modi of
'diverting public stten-
lien' through various
means, "Sometimes he
talks about China and
Pakistan, and  somes
times he will make v
beat plates and aslcynu
to switch on the torch
light of your mobile
phones,"

Tle pointed out that
there are three Lo four
core issues in India
including poverty, w
employment and price
rise, and clahmed that
only Congress can erad-
ieate  unemployment,
conldin price rise dmd
give people their doe

share.
"Modi has  only
snatched money from
poor people. He hos
macde some billionaires:
There are 22 people
who have wealth equiv-
alent to the 70 crore
ple of the country.
Just one per eent peo-
ple are controlling 40
per cent of the wealth
of the nation,” Gandhi
alleged.

Modi, Nadda
polarising
election they
are afraid BJP
losing polls:
Congress

New Delhi:

“The Congress on Fri-
day alleged that Prime
Mimister Naurendra
Muodi and BIP chief J P
Nadda are fesorting to
polarisation as they are
afraid they are going
tor lose this Lok Sabha
election.

Congress general see-
retary Jairam Ramesh
claimed that Nadda had
presented former prime
minister  Manmohan
Singh's comments in a
wrong contest only to
polarise the eléction,

The party's’ re:
came after Nadda
leged that the Congress
intends to snateh the
rights  of Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and Oth-
er Backward Classes
(ORCs) to benefit Mus-
Jims.

The BJP chief also
cited then-prime min-
ister Manmohan  Sin-
gh's 2006 statement in
which he had reported-
ly said thal minorities,
cspecinlly Muslims,
hiave the first right on
the country’s resources.

"I P Nadde's alloga-
Lions are based on lies,
Tt seems that Nadda is
following Prime Minis-
ter Modi and has turned
w0 'f1lsehnad‘ " Ramesh

"le real thing is that
the BJP is in punic. The
Ye minister an

TP president  know
that their partyis wiped
out in the South and
is halved in the North.
They feir that they are
Josing this election and
seared of it, their only
strategy is polarisation,
polarisation and polar-
isation,” he said in a
statement posted on X',

Ramesh also said that
the BJIP chief has mis-
represented the speech
given by Manmohan
Singh al a National
Developnient  Council
meeling on December
Q, 2006,

He also cited former
M Manmolian Singh's.
statement and his won
response 1o it, and said
Modi and Nadda ere
NOW ISING out of context.

The Cpngress gen-
eral secretary said it
couwld be seen from
the stntement that the
then-prime  minister's
veference fo "first right
on resources” yeferred
to all the "priorty” are-
as listed, including SCs,
OBCs,  women,
children and the pro-
grammes for the uplift-
ment of minorities are
ineluded.

Congress medin de-
partment head Pawan
Khera eited the. recent
statements  of  Modi
and said that the prime
minister of the coun-

try should nol use such
\unguuge
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BSP will perform
better in LS

polls this time :
Akash Anand

Noida
In the second phase of Lok
Sabha elections, the voters
could be seen in queues to
cast their votes at 1826
booths in Gauta Buddha Na-
gar from Friday moming.

In this sequence, the BSP
coordmator in Greater Noi-
dacast his vote. While talk-
ing to the media, he said that
this time BSF will perform
better in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Apart from this, BJP
candidate Dr. Mahesh Shar-
ma and MLA Tejpal Singh
Nagar cast their vofes.

The hu,hﬂt number of
voters is 7,82,872 in Noida
assembly constituency. For
security reasons, the entire
Lok Sabha seat was divided
into seven super zones and
120 sectors. Every booth
was  being mionitored
through CCTV and from the
control room. Crowds of
voters were visible at all the
booths here. People were
standing in lines and voting.

Asnake came out in booth
number 36-37of the Junior
High School , Chingrawali
village of Jahangirpur. So,
the voting had to be stopped
forsome time, The village:
somehow rescued the snake
and left itin the forest.

For the first time, a queue
formed for voting in the
polling center set up inside
the society n Lotus Gulbad,
sector 100, Noida. Dadri
MLA Tejpal Nagar voted in
the primary school, Dadri.
District magistrate Gautam
Budh Nagar Manish Kumar
Verma voted with his wife at
Cambridge School Sector
27.

Delhi Cong urges
Lt. Governor to
hold mayoral poll

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee in charge of
MCD Jitender Kumar
Kochar has written to Lt
Governor V.K.Saxena, ap-
pealing him to conduct the
mayoral election without
any further delay.

The works of the MCD
has been suffering for over
the past one year in the ab-
sence of standing commit-
tee, ward committees and
various other committees, he
added.

Kochar, in his letter to
the LG, led HIM to
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‘Anti-Dalit’: AAP, BJP trade allegations over
postponement of mayoral polls in Delhi

B The AAP has called the BIP "anti-Dalit", saying it was trying to ensure that a candidate from the reserved category does not become the mayor of Delhi.

New Dethi

he AAP and BJP on

Triday traded alle-

gations over the

postponement of
mayoral polls, accusing each
otherofbeing anti-Dalit, fol-
Towing an proarin the MCD
Houge meeting that was ad-
journed amid heavy sloga-
neering.

Polls to elect the mayor
and deputy mayor were post-
poned late Thursday night
due tothe non-appointment
ofthe presiding officer for the
elections. The third term of
the mayoral polls is reserved
for a Dalit candidate,

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) House
session witnessed an uproar
over the postponement of
the mayoral elections that
were slated to be held on Fri-
day, with both AAP and B.JP
councillors raising slogans
against each ‘other before
the proceedings of the House
began.

BJP councillors sur-
rounded the mayor's seat
and raised slogans demand-
ing the presence of Mayor
Shelly Oberoi who was run-
ning late for the meeting.

AAP councillors initially
raised slogans against the
BJP near the Ambedkar stat-
ne at the corporation head-
quarters, Later, they reached
the House and continued
raising slogans against the
opposition party czu]]m,gthem
"Dalit Virodhi BIP".

The AAP has called the
BJP "anti-Dalit", saying it
was trving to ensure that a
candidate from the reserved
category does not become
the mayor of Delhi.

The councillors of the two
parties raised slogans against
each other forabout an hour,

After Mayor Oberoi
reached the House, she ac-

cused Delhi Lieutenant Gov-
ernor V K Saxena of "mur-
dering the Constitution” and
using the judicial custody of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal as an "excuse” to stall the
mayoral polls.

The mayor then adjoumed
the meeting of the MCD
House.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the House was
adjourned, Oberoi accused
the BJP of hatching a "con-
spiracy” to stop the elections
from taking place.

"Today the mayoral elec-
tions were supposed to take
The Election Com-
mission had also given its

permission on April 24. But
yesterday, the file for ap-
pointing the presiding officer
was sent to the Lt Governor
bypassing the elected gov-
ernment. LG sahab's re-
sponse to the file that he
does not have the power to
appcnm the presiding officer
in the absenceof inputs from
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
is shallow polifics.

She said the BJP has
hatched a conspiracy to post=
pone the elections. "Ifthis is
notthe murder of democra-
cy, then whatisit? Lok Sab-
ha elections (in Delhi) will be
held soon. They don't want
AAP's candidate to become
the mayor before it

"AAP had the mandate as
well as the numbers. Our
candidates would have won
the (mayoral) elections,” the
mayor said.

Meanwhile, BJP council-
lors, after the adjowrnment of
the session, were seen danc-
ing to the BJP's campaign
song inside the House.

The video was shared by
several AAP leaders, includ-
ing the mayor and Delhi
ministers Atishi and Saurabh

Aap govt 'least concerned with governance' as over
3000 files pending with CM, ministers: Delhi BJP

New Delhi

Delhi BJP on Friday
slammed Kejriwal govern-
ment alleging it is "least
cancerned with gover-
nanee” as more than 3,000
files related to important
work were pending with
different ministers as well
as the chief minister for
many years.

No immediate reaction
was available ffom the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment over the charge.

"The Kejriwal govern-
ment is not meant for ad-
ministration and gover-
nance but publicity and
corruption, which is evi-
dent by 3.060 files lying
pending, gathering dustat
its different departments.
Also, there are 420 files

related to important work
that are pending at the lev-
el of the chief minister."
Delhi BJP president Viren-
dra Sachdeva alleged in a
press conference.
Showing copies of pur~
ported official documents,
Sachdeva claimed the files
stuck up at the chief min-
ister's level were related to

"Garib Sanjivini Ayushman
Yojna', enhancing powers
of Delhi Lokayukta, Delhi
Water Policy file pending
for seven years, develop-
ment of unauthorised
colonies, construction of
STPs for Yamuna cleaning,
among others.

"The pending files show
that this government is

Markets hotels in Delhi
announce discounts for voters

New Delhi

keep aside the partition
politics of the BIP to stall the
elections and allow the rul-
ing party, to hold the elec-
tions to the posts of mayor
and the deputy mayor as
this time, it was the turn of
a Dalit candidate to be-
come the mayar.

He said that if the ele
tions are delayed, whoever
becomes the mayor and
deputy mayor will gef less
than ten months in the
posts, which will severely
hamper the funetioning of
the MCD.

Delhi Congress
spokesperson Anuj Atrey
said that the mayor election
should not be delayed, be-
cause 90 pervent of the work
in city comes under the
purview of the MCD and
any hindrance in its func-
tioning will directly affect
the civic services in the cap-
ital, and the deanliness of
Delhi will be affected.

In a bid to boost the voter
turnout in the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections, Dethi's mar-
ket association and hotels
have announced discounts
for voters, officials said on
Friday.

This comes amid fears of
Tow turnoitt in the elections
in the national capital given
that the polling day —which
falls on a Saturday —and the
following Sunday makes ita
Jonger weekend.

Mote than 5,000 mearn-
bers of CTT have committed
tooffering discounts at their
respective stores, accordng to
Subhash Khandelwal, pres-
ident of the Chamber of
Trade and Industry (CTI).

With polling in Delhi
scheduled to be held on May
25 in the sixth phase of Lok
Sabha elections, which falls
ona Saturday, concerns arise
that voter turnout might dip
as the next day is a Sunday,
Khandelwal said.

To ensure a high voter
turnout, Delhi's business or-
ganisations and markets
have devised special dis-
counts and offers on May 25
and 26to those who vote, he
said.

Khandelwal said that vot-
ers wauld receive a 10 per
cent discount on computers
and laptops at Nehru Place
Market,

Similarly, Nitin Gupta,
president of Kamla Nagar
Market, announced a15 per
cent discount for voters on
May 26.

Tarun Gupta, president of
the Dariba Jewellers Associ-
ation at Chandni Chowk, an-
nounced discounts of up to
5-10 per cent and Deepak
Melta, president of the Old
Delhi Hotel Association said
hotels around Jama Masjid,
Chandni Chowk and Delhi
Gate would have discounts of
up to 25 per cent.

The Delhi Hotel Associa-
tion has offered an extra 20

per cent discount on book-
ings in hotels and guest-
houses in Paharganj and
Karol Bagh for all voters.

Earlier, hotels in the Karol
Bagh and Najafgarh zones
had also announced a 20
per cent discount offer for el-
igible voters.

Deputy Commissioner of
Karol Bagh Zone Abhishek
Mishra said, “The initiative
aims to encourage citizens to
actively participate in the
democratic process and ful-
fil therr civie duty.”

“By offering tangible ben-
efits to voters, the market
and hotel associations hape
to increase voter turnout and
promote civic engagemnentin
the Karol Bagh and Najaf-
garh areas,” he had said.

Mishra said the public
health department of the
MCD is also approaching
traders in the Karol Bagh
area toexplore the possibil-
ity of extending similar offers

to voters.

Manish Sisodia judicial custoday extended till May 8

New Delhi
Acourt here on Friday ex-
tended the judicial custody
of AAP leader Manish Siso-
dia, co-accused Vijay Nair
and others till May 8 in a
money laundering case re-
lated to the alleged Delhi
excise policy scam.

The accused persons
were produced before Spe-
cial Judge Kaveri Baweja
through video conferencing
on the expiry of their judi-

cial custody granted earli-
er.

The judge also directed
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) to submit a re-
port on how much time it
was likely to take to digitize
the documents related to
the charge sheet.

During the proceedings,
ED's special public prose-
cutors Naveen Kumar Mat-
taand Simon Benjamin al-
leged that the accused per-

sons were delaying the pro-
ceedings and that they were
not willing to expedite the
hearing

Earlier, the court sent
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and BRS leader K
Kavitha to judicial custody
till May 7in the case.

The ED alleged that Ke-
jriwal's Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is the major benefi-
ciary of the proceeds of
crime generated in the al-

leged liquor scam.

The ED and the Central
Burean of Investigation
(CBI) have alleged that ir-
regularities were commit-
ted while modifying the
excise policy, undue
favours were extended to
licence holders, licence fee
was waived or reduced and
the L-1 licence was ex-
tended without the com-
petent authority's ap-
proval.

least concerned about work
and more interested in
p\ﬂ:llu{v and corruption.
laim to be serv-
rged the Del-
ident.

Secretary of Delhi BJP
Harish Khurana alleged
that the AAP government
as well leaders of the ruling
party were used to alleging
that they were not heing al-
lowed to work by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Delhi's Lieutenant
Governor. But they sat over
important files for many
years, he alleged.

He claimed that the file
related to land acquisition
for setting up a sports uni-
versity in Delhi was lying
pending since February
2016.

Seven-month-
old girl killed
by stepfather
in Gurugram

Gurugram

A seven-month-old girl
was allegedly killed by her
stepfather, who threw her
on the floor inaslum near
Nathupur village here last
night, police on Friday
said.

An FIR was registered in
this regard at DLF phase 3
police station and the ac-
cused was arrested within
hours, they said.

The accused has been
identified as 30-year-old
Vijay Sahni, a native of
Bihar's Sitamarhi district,
police said.

The incident took place
in a slum near Nathupur
hilly area last night where
the wife of the accused
was living with his broth-
er and the seven-month-
old girl, they said.

The accused started a
quarre] with his wife after
reaching there and threw
the seven-month-old step-
daughter on the floor. po-
lice said. The accused ran
away atter the incident fol-
lowing which the police
was called.

A team reached the spot
and took the girl to a near-
by hospital where the doc-
tors declared her dead, po-
lice said.

According to the com-
plaint filed by the mother
of the deceased girl, her
husband Vijay Sahni was
caught in the case of sell-
ing liquor in Delhi, police
suid.

Bharadwaj. They alleged that
the BJP was celebrating since
AAP's Dalit candidate could
not be elected as mayor.

"Look at the happiness of
BJP councillors that a Dalit
did not become the mayor,"
Atishi captioned her video
poston X.

Responding to the allega-
tion, Leader of Opposition
Raja Igbal said it was the
AAP which was "anti-Dalit",
saying it was their "proce-
dural fault" to not take re-
quired approvals well in ime
to hold the elections.

"The Aam Aadmi Party is
‘Dalit virodhi'. They didn't
want the elections to take
place. If that was not the
case, they would have taken
all the permissions required
for holding the elections well
in advance.

"This is their procedural
fault, they had no intention of
holding the elections and
now they arestaging a drama
and shedding crocodile
tears,” Igbal said.

Healsoslammed the may-
or for being late for the
House meeting. "All coun-
cillorsof the MCD, both from
the BIP and AAP, come from

faraway (to attend the House
meeting). Their time is pre-
cious for running the opera-
tions of the corporation,” he
said.

Igbal said the mayoris in-
disciplined and does not
know the value of time. "She
came to the House over an
hour late and had no inten-
tion of holding the meet-
ing."

Elections to the posts of
mayor and deputy mayor of
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi that were slated for
April 26 were postponed,
with the LG Saxena citing

“unprecedented" circum-
stances where the chief min-
ister is under judicial custody
and cannot discharge his
constitutionally obligated
functions.

The civic body postponed
the mayoral polls after the
Raj Niwas issued a letter on
behalf of Saxena, stating that
the appointment of a pre-
siding officer could not be
made in the absence of in-
putsfrom the chief minister,
whoislodged in Tihar Jail in
connection with a money
laundering-linked excise pol-
icy case.

Two men stabbed to death
after an argument over
cigarettes in Delhi 3 held

New Delhi
Two men were stabbed to
death allegedly after an ar-
gument over cigarettes in
Northwest Delhi, police
said on Friday,

Three people have been
arrested in connection with
the case, police said.

The victims were identi-
fied as Sameer, and
Fardeen, residents of Bhal-
sawa Dairy, they said.

The police received a
PCR call at 1.22 am on
Thursday regarding the
stabbing incident, they said.

According to an eyewit-
ness, Mubin, his relative
Fardeenwasinvited toare
ception hosted by his
cousin, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Outer
Notth) Ravi Kumar Singh
said.

Around midnight, his rel-
atives Sameer and Fardeen
went outside together.
Sometime later, Sameer re-
turned seriously injured
with three men chasing him
with a knife, Mubin told po-
lice.

Sameer was then admit-
ted to BJRM hospital with
an incised wound after he
5 attacked by a sharp
ject on his abdomen and

shoulder. He was referred |

tothe LNJP hospital where
he succumbed to his in-
juries, the DCP said.

Meanwhile, Fardeen, a
battery rickshaw driver,
died on the spot, he said.

Mubin further informed
the police that he had later
learnt that an argument
broke out when the three
accused -- Abdul Sammi
(19). Vikas (20), and Arsh-
lan (20) —were demanding
cigarettes from the victims
and they denied having any,
the DCP said.

Based on Mubin's state-

According to an eye-
witness, Mubin, his
relative Fardeen was
invited to a reception
hosted by his cousin,
Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police
(Outer North) Ravi
Kumar Singh said.

EE——
ment to the police, a case

was registered at Bhalswa
Dairy police station, he
said.

During the initial inves-
tigation, police found that
the victims may have re-
lieved themselves near the
street of the aceused's hous-
es which also could have
triggered the argument and
they stabbed Fardeen and
Sameer to death, he said.

The police have recov-
ered weapons of offence, a
country-made pistol and
‘blood-stained clothes along
with the CCTV footage
where the accused were
seen chasing Sameer, police
said.

Acase was registered and
further investigationis un-
derway, they said.
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Markets hotels in
Delhi announce
discounts for voters

New Delhi

In a bid to boost the voter
turnout in the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections, Delhi's
marketassociation and ho-
tels have announced dis-
counts for voters, officials
said on Friday.

This comes amid fears of
low turnout in the elections
in the national capital given
that the polling day — which
fulls on a Saturday — and the
followinyg Sunday makes ita
longer weekend,

More than 5,000 mem-
bers of CTT have committed
to offering diseounts at their
respective stores, accordng
to Subhash Khandelwal,
president of the Chamber of
Trade and Industry (CT1).

With polling in Delhi
scheduled to be held on
May 25 in the sixth phase of
Lok Sabha elections, which
falls on a Saturday, con-
cerns arise that voter
turtiont might dip as the
next day isa Sunday, Khan-
delwal said.

To ensure a high voter
turnout, Delhi's business
organisations and markets
have devised special dis-
counts and offers on May 25
and 26 to those who vote, he
said.

Khandelwal said that vot-
ers would receive a 10 per
cent discount on computers
and laptops at Nehru Place
Market.

I'Mahammad yusuf S/ Moham-
mad Yahya Rfo 2107 Ahata Kaley
Sahib Gali Qasim jan Ballimaran
Delhi 6 declare and affirm that
my late father Mohammad Yahya,
s also known as Mohd.
yahya@Md yahya@Mohid
JMahiya All were the name of
one and sarme person my Late fs
ther

"It is hereby notified for Gen-
eral Public that my clients
Smt Vinita Gupta w/o Sh San-
[y Guptaand Sanjay Gupta
s/o LtSh Prem Chand both
/e 3A/30, Vishnu Garden,
New Delhi 110018, have sev-
ered all their refations with
their son namely Rahul Gup-
taand his wife and have de-
barred them from inheriting
any movable and immove-
able properties of my clients,
due to their misbehavior, un-
becoming acts and neglett-
ing their duties owing to-
wards my clients. If anybody
deals with them, shall do so
at his/her own risk and my
clients shall not be responsi-
ble for any acts of above
named son and his wife, in
any manner whatsoever”.
YASHPAL JOLLY

ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO 267, WEST-
ERN WING,

TiS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-
110054,

Following E-tender s Invited onfine by

Divisional Raflway Manager, Eastern
Rallway, Howrah, DRM Building hear
Rallway Station, Howrah-711101 from
Terterers having experience of similar
nature of werk and required Financlal
capabiliies including thoss Registared
with Irrigatian/CPWO/SEBIMES o ny
publie sector undertaking for th Tolloving
work:- Sr. DENf2/Howrah. E-Tender No.
10_2024.25, Dated: 24.04.2024,
Description of work: Fabticatin of i
Glued Joints under the Jurisdielion of|
AEN/Darkuni nder St. DEN/ZHowrah
Gost: Ra_54 8277048, Earnest

Form: NI Gompletion Period: 10 morths.
In easa he date of closing mentioned In
1nie Notics Inviting Tendar i declared &
holiday/ bandhistrike on any account, the:
date of slosing tender anline will nol be
changed a4 the application in the websile
of IREPS does nol permit submission of|
any offer after closing date aid time of the:
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NSC- A necessity for survival of
sports federations & associations

Advotats Sachin Chopra

Numerous  irregular-
ities and aberrations
were observed ly the
Ministty of Youth Af-
fairs and Sjorts, in the

anagement and gov-
ernance of the sporis
bodics and Federitions
within our country, al
the National level.

MJ (Retl) N
mi Waziri rightly
observed that Na-

tional Sports Code “is the
adoption: of ‘good gov-
emance’ practises by the
NSFs mfthﬂ 10.

1t all started in 2005,
when the Supreme Couit
of India in the matter of
Zee Telefilins versus Un-
ion of Indiaz held that
sports bodies India
de not fall within the
definition of ‘State”. This
decision led to a chaotic
situation where sports
associations within In-
din  storted  operating
without nny constraint
or control or rules, The
National Sports Bodies
became personal cliubs
of the rich and famous
and the gaveriinient was
helpless tn controlling
the situation. The man-
ner in which various
sports were being ad-
mimstered and regulat-
ed in Tndin became an
embarrassment for the
Central Government at
aninternational level,
which wae reflected by
medioere  performance
of Indian sportspersons
at International everts,

Nuriterous  irregular-
ities und  aberrations
were observed by the
Ministry of Youth Af:
fairs and Sports, in the
manngement  and  gov-
ernance of the sports
bodies and Federations
within our eountry, al
the Nutional level.

Initially, a eommit-
tee chalred by Justice
Muleul Mudgal (Retired)
wits appointed for draft-
ing of National Sports
Development Bill, 2013,
The committee sought
views from Stakeholders
in sparis from through-
out, india mrlnclmg L=

'Hh{lvltz-

i he Olym-
pie rinm*r was hen v
relied upon by the com-
mittee to dssign respon-
sibility to the national
Olympic eommittes, to
bid for international
sports events and 1o
conduct natonal games
within India and do all
such acts for the «con-
duet und’ development
of sporrs within Tadia,
in consonance with in-
ternational  standirds
of  wnducting  sports,
However, this hlll facad

severe criicism  from
all the parties and even
from the government

and was not supported
by the government, re-
sulting in i imminent
failure.

In these circumstane-
es, in order to ensure &
unified improvement of
the level of Sports ad-
ministration in A vast
country like India, the
Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, started
issuing various circulars,
notifieations, orders, ete.
laving down  différent
conditions  to provide
recognition and finan-
cial assistance to the
Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (hereinafter re-
ferred to as “10A") and
National Sports Feder-
ations  (hereinafter  re-
ferved to as “NSFs") ap-
eating ar the National
level in the country.

Al #uch  cireulars,
nolifications, orders,
instruetions, amalga-

muted with necessary
modifications, — provid-
g & framework for the
etfective governanee of
the I0A and NSFs were

into @ compendium

and eomprehensive-
1y d as “Nationil
Sports  Development

India, 200"

ter referved to
a5 “NSC") in terins of
the fecommendation of
the sub-committee con-
stituted by department
related  Parliamentary
Standing Committes on

Human Resource Devel-
opment, This NSC was
notified in superssssion
of all earlier ingtrie-

tions on the subjml mat-
ter. Tt was noted in the

1pnrm s con:
ened at par with publ|
education and  puhlic
health and that the de-
velopment of sports was
a pu function. In-
ternationally laws and
guidelines have  hoen
enncted for regulation
of sports in nationnl and
public interest. lssues
of Doping, age related
fraud, child abuse, sexu-
al harassment, gambling,
sender inequality, pro-
tessional  management,
financial accountnbility,
cotpetition and/or rac-
ism in the Geld of sports
have been attempted to
be regutated under this
code. NSC  promotes
good governance pric-
tices in the MANAgEment
and administration of
sports at all levels to
bring the practices of all
entities invalved in the
governance of any sport
w consooinee with in-
ternational  standards,
especially i aceord-
ance  with  principles
enshrined in the Ihter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee charter.

The NSC took nate of
an order dated = Ma
2010 passed hy Tigh
Court of Delhi in Civil
Writ Petition no. 7H68
of 2005 in the matter
of Indian Hockey Fed-
eration whereby it was
observed that the gov-
ernment guidelines gov-
erning the NSFs were
valid and binding and
enforceable and that the
tenure clause was not in
viokitian of the Olympic
charter.

The Court in its order
also. opserved fhat the
Government of India is
fully competent to mike
regtilations on the NSF
and the IOA in view of
entry 10 and 14 in List
1, (Union list), The or-

so observed that
. though having
autanomy, needed gov-
ernment Tecognifion to
represent the country. It
was also observed that
intérnational  sporting
events were essentially
part, of diplomatic rela-
tions of the natians and
mu]iiph considerations
like wity, eoneerns
of players, npartheid,
perceived, human, fight
violiions et ceterd were
to be taken care of by
the central Gevernment.
Orders passed in-anoth-
er public interest litign-
tinn number 195 of 2010
in the matter of Rahul
Mebm versus union of
Indig were also consid-
ered while formulating
the NSC, where the High
Court took serious view
o' the mismanagement
of the sports sector in
the country and ex-
pressed concern al the
action on the parf of the
government in imple-
menting and anforcing
its own guidelines, par-
tienlarly those mlating
1o nge and tenure. The
NSC also clarifies that
the annuil recognition,
along with gra f
cilities and concessions,
granted by the gowvern-
ment of India to NSFs

From time to time,
the governmant issues
updated guidelines in
the form of subsequent
circulars, notifications,
orders;, ete. which also
amalgamate  into  the
National - Sports  Code
(NSC) and becone bind-
ing upon the 10A and
NSFs in order to ensure
mor'e 'll'ﬂ.n'ﬁf'lﬂ[l'ﬂ{n in
the decision-muking
process by the 10A and
NSFs. Through its pro-
visiong, the NSC hus
plaved a erncial role in
shaping the administra-

tion and regulation of
10A and NSFs, ensur-
ing proper managenment,
fastering athlete welfare,

encouraging  ihe
spirit of inclusivity and
meritocrsicy within the
Indian Sporting Tebsvs-
tem. \“\WL{T its emphesis
on eregting @ robust
framework for sports
administration, the code
has been umental
i revolutionizing the

Indien  sporfs  band-
soape and paying the
way for the nation’s ath-
letes 1o strive for excel-
lence on both national
and infernational sfages.

Deapite the issuance
of strict guidelines in
the form of NSC, var-
jous complaints  wore
being received against
the irregularities in the
management  of vari-
ous NSFs which were
managing its affairs
blatant violation of NSC,
Avcordingly, the Courts
of our country stepped
up in to ensure strict
adherence of NSC by all
the NSFs and their con-
stituent mentbers,

One such batchi of is-
sues  wiag  comprehen-
sively dealt by the Di-
vision Bench of High
Court of Delhi in the
matter fithed as “Rahul
Mehra Vs Unign OF In-
diz 4. The said Petition
was preferred in public
interest, by Rahul Meh-
ra, an advoeale and a
sports  entbusiost, bes
seeching the Court to: a)
direet all NSFz and Indi-
an Olympic Association
(hereinafrer referred o
as “JOA”) to strictly cons-
ply with NSC; b) identify
and thereafte:
the: fauliing NSF
direct the Government
not to extend financial
dssistance, fax conces-
sions and other perks to
such NSF; und ¢} direct
the Gevernment not o
reinginte any perks
defaulting NSF until the
smenl of the said
led NSF/OA is not
i)l'oughl into conformity
with NSC.

‘I'he Division Bench of
Delhi TTigh Court, vide
fts orderdated 16 August
2022, while adjudicat-
ing the aforementioned
Petition, observed that
il portions of con-
stitution of 10A were in
contravention to. NSC
which  reguire  rectifi-
cation and -accordingly
Teld:

a) there can no posi-
tion as e President”
or-any such permanent
post for an individuzal in
10A;

b) voting and eleotion
results only in terms of
the Sports Code will be
recognized and differens
fidl voting rights can be
permitted;

¢)  Model Tlection
uidelines provided un-
er NSC must be strietly
adhered to;

d}  Only for
Olympic iplines
shouid be member of

10A with voting rights;

©) age and tenure o
it showld be applieable
to dll members of the
Executive  Committee
(hereinafter referred to
as “EC") of 10A as well
as to all the members of
General Assembly;

£) there eannot be any
restrietive, unidemoeral-
it eluuse, including s 10
whuo can contest for any
position;

£} 10A must have 1.
dependent Tthics, Ath-
letes, Election acd
bitration Commissions,
and  Ombudsman, de-
void of any control, di-
rect or indireet, by the

10A or NSE. These com-
mssions must be funded
by the Government from
the budgetary allocation
for NSFs including 10A:

h) 25% promipent
sportspersons  of  out-
standing  mievit  wilh
voting rights in  Gen-
epal Assembly and EC
is manditory in terms
of clause 3.20 of 2om
Guidelines and para 9.3
{xii) of the Sports Code.

i) @ person against
whom criminal charg-
es have been framed
should not be permitted
o be o memiber either
of the FC or the General
Assembly;

DVEC size should be
reasonable and not un-
wieldy; and

k) Persons seeking
re-election for the same
POST TUIST BECUTE Two-

thirds majority.
While holding the
above, the Court ne-

covdingly, struck down
various provisions of the
Constitution of 10A to
bring the same in con-
forsmity with the NSC_ Tt
was ilso held by the ITigh
Court that the Sports
Code must be made ap-
plicable to the [0A and
lo every constituent
N8Fs and 10 every State
and District Tevel Asso-
cigtion. The Delhi High
Court abserved that the
N&SFe must comply with
each mandatory aspest
of Sports Code, which
can neither be diluted
nor whittled-down, The
Court observed that de-
spite repeated opporti-
nities and 'nﬂ.m]ngs o
10A to smend its consti-
tution: in terms of NSC,
the 10A had fajled to
amenil its conttitution.

Accorilingly, the Court
held that the compli-
ance of Sports Code
is  non-negotioble, I
an NSF does not com-
ly with the low of the
. It will reteive no
recognition from  the
Government. All hen-
efits and facilities 10 it
will stop promptly, The
Canrt further ohseryed
that the Governmental
monitoring: of compli
anee is essential to en-
sure striet adherence of
NSC by 10A. which is
expected to be prompt,
robust and meticuloug
at ull times. Accordingly,
the court appointed a six
member  Committes of
Administrators and the
affairs of the [0A were
put in the hands of the
sapl Committee in order
o nJ nsgist in

amended o
1OA in t'uuimnnly with
NSC and court rulings;
b) prepare electoral oul—

aut «Ia\ to du\
unce of [OA; and
itate holding of elections
and to finally hand over
the affairs to o demo-
cratically elected body in

LOVETR-
facil-

terms of i1s constilution
which will he adopted,
preferably within a peri-
od of 16 weeks from the
date the CoA members
give their assent. Simi-
lar directions were also
passed by the Supreme
Court vide order dated
18 My 2022 passéd in
the matter of "All In-
dia Football Federation
ve. Rahul Mehra 8& Ors™
P (Civil) Nos. 30748-
749/2m7)  involving

30
affairs of another NSF.

The issue que non- .ad
herence to the NSC
National Sports [ude
once again eame up
for adjudication by the
Mhigh Court of Delhi, in
the matter titled gz *K.P,
Riae vs Union of Indiy &
077, The issues raised
in the said rmnibn and
other bateh  petitions

connecting to it were:
@) if the age and tenure
restriction, upon  the
members of the Govern-
ing Body, as provided
by NsC, applicable
only 1 NSFs ar also to
their constitnents e,
State and Distriet As-
sociations; ) effect of
non-¢ompliance of such
restrictions imposed by
NSC; ¢) if the aforemen-
tioned restrictions were
applieabli upon the rep-
resentatives of state as-
socintions to the NSFs:
and d) if the represent-
anives of state associa-
tions da not comply with
the aforementioned re-
strictions, can they still
congtitute the electoral
college for elections of
Governing Body and can
be permitted ta vote in
the constituent NSF.

The Courl, while re-
lying on the judgment
assed in the marter of
ul Mehra (supra)
and judgment passed in
“Mahipal Singh vs. Un-
ton of Indis & Ors™; WP,
() No, q601/2013, held
that the age and tenure
vestriction  upon  the
members of the Govern-
ing Budy, as proyided hy
NSC, is applicable nat
only 1o NSFs but also
upon &ll their constitu-
enis i, state and dis-
trief associations. The
Court further observed
that the members/rep-
vesantatives of
District Assop
must ahways be in com-
Eh.u_nw with the testric-
ions imposed by NSC
and if they fail or refuse
to comply with the same,
they would be Tiable for
actlon whicly may en-
tail de-affilintion  andf
or removal from being a
recognized district and
state constituent of the
coneerned NSF. It was
further held that if the
representatives of the
state assoclations to the
F and the represent-
atives of the District As-
sociations;/bodles 1o the
State Association are
noteompliant of the ‘age
and tenure restriction’
imposed by the Sports
Code, then they shall not
constitute  the  eloctor-
al college and shall be
disqualified from con-
testing for any post of
the executive commitiee
and also from casting
their vote for surh an
electiom8. It-was further
directed that all the state
associations and district
associations must hold
fresh elections strietly
inaccordance to age and
tenure iction  im-
posed hy NSC

In view of the ahove
discussion it is appar-
::u't that it i np more
integra that all the
s and their constit-
tients arve strictly bound
by the NSC and all the
sestrictions and guide-
ling¢ imposed  therein,

The uachievements an
account of strict im-
plementation of NSC

and the guidelines pro-
vided theremn ensuring
fair play and good gov-
ermanee jn the field of
gturh and management
of NSFs and Associa-
tions is laudable, How-
ever, in the considersd
opinian of the Author
and in view of the in-
créasing ciises befone the
Court, it is also apparent
there is still a long rond
ahead to achieve an ab-
solutely transparent
and fair field to sports
persons  with  limited
government and stake-
holders interference. A
miuch more detailed and
properly framed legisla-
tion, insted of scattered
ulars,
Is essential to ensure §
adherence of principles
of gdod governance én-
shrined in the NSC, stre-
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THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

LIFE IS A SERVICE

What you wanted to
become tells what you
think you would serve
the best, and what you
have become tells how
you have
served
the best.
Life ix a
service.
This
starts
from
you and
cnds o
pegple.
Life is
doing a
favour that you do to
yourself and to others.
Either you become a
king or subject, ser-
vice is the only opiion
you have. No matter
how vou serve. what
you serve, who you
serve, but the serviee
is the ultimate act you
do. It is every impor-
tant to develop a sengse
service in us if we
want to remain in our
senses, it is every im-
portant to develop a
sense of service in us
if we want to be served.
Life is a service, and a
serviee is life. Be care-
ful what you serve be-
CAUSE every service
deserves some wages
that you ean’t deny. 1f
you serve sin you will
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il you serve virtue you
will get your wages as
virtue, Sin is 1no poor
to buy virfue and vir-
tue is too
pure  to
touch: sin,

g'.'l VOUF Wages 45 sm"

Sense of
serviee
bl'lngs

b e

every
serve
everyone with exeep-
Hon of none, serve
everyvthing with excep-|
tion of nothing. The

se of & service
is to accelernte or de-
accelerate somcone’s
act. The true pleasure
in life is serving, some-|
timies  serving  your-
self and sometimes
serving others. Some
people like to serve
others mare than they
themselves where-
as some peaple like
to: serve themselves
more than others and
there is absolutely
no harm unless you
are serving 30urself|
at_the cast of others.

wat
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LS polls: UP records over 53

pc voting in 8 constituencies

Lucknow B

voter turnout of

53.34 per cent was

recorded in the

ight parliamen-

tary constituencies of Uttar

Pradesh where voting was

held in the second phase of

the Lok Sabha elections on

Friday, according to the lat-

est Election Commuission fig-
ures.

The constituencies that
went to polls in this phase are
Amroha, Meerut, Baghpat,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh
and Mathura.

Chief Electoral Officer of
Uttar Pradesh Navdeep Rin-
wa told reporters, "Polling
was held peacefully... no re-
ports of any untoward inci-
dent.”

According to the Voter
Turnout app of the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
62.36 per cent polling was
recorded in Amroha, fol-
lowed by 55.49 per cent in
Meerut, 53.69 per cent in
Baghpat, 48.21 per cent in
Ghaziabad, 52.46 in Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar, 54.34 in
Bulandshahr, 56.62 percent
in Aligarh and 47.45 in
Mathura.

The final polling figures
will be released Iater.

There are more than 1.67
crore voters, 7,797 polling
stations and 17,704 polling
booths in these eight parlia-
mentary constituencies.

Among the 91 candidates

in the fray are actor-turned-
politician Hema Malini,
seeking a third term from
Mathura on a BJP ticket,
and actor Arun Govil, who
partrayed the role of Lord
Ram in the television serial
"Ramayan'.

The ruling BJP has fielded
Govil from his native place
Meerut, Atul Garg from
Ghaziabad and Mahesh
Sharma from Gautam Bud-
dh Nagar. Danish Ali of the
Congress is contesting the
polls from Amroha.

Tn the Mathura Lok Sabha
constituency, polling was ini-
tially boycotted by people of
eight villages who com-
plained about poor infra-
structure and other issues,
but the process was resumed
later.

"Of the eight villages boy-
cotting pollsin the Mant As-
sembly constituency, polling
has resumed in seven vil-
lages," BJP MLA from Mant
Assembly constituency Ra-

jesh Chaudhary said.

He said polling was boy-
cotted for two to five hours
but resumed in Mobarakpur,

Sindhauni, Basau, Shi-
adgarhi, Nand Nagaria, Peeri
and Bedna villages after as-
surances to villagers of ad-
dressing their problems on
priority.

Polling was resumed after
a brief hiatus in Devpura
village falling under the
Chhata assembly con-
stituency, state Cabinet Min-
ister Laxmi Narain Chaud-
hary said.

Villagers in Konai and
Bandpura villages boyeotted
polling for nearly four to five
‘Thours but it was resumed af-
ter the administration in-
tervened, SDM Goverdhan
Nilam Srivastava claimed.

There is a lot of enthusi-
asm among the first-time
voters of Mathura, even in
the rural areas such as
Barsana, District Magistrate
Shailendra Singh said.

PM Modi holds roadshow in Bareilly

Modi on Friday evening led
aroadshow hereas he waved
at the large crowd gathered
along the route.

Standing on a saffron-
coloured vehide decorated
with flowers, Modi held an
illuminated ‘lotus’ symbol
and waved it at the people,
many of whom earried "Abki
Baar 400 Paar" placards.

People standing on both
sides of the route took self-
ies and threw flower petals at
the cavalcade as the prime

minister's vehicle passed
them on the road.

The prime minister was
accompanied by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and BJP candi-
date from Bareilly Chhatra-
pal Gangwar.

The roadshow started
from the Rajendra Nagar
area and ended at the eross-
section in DD Puram area,
covering a distance of
around 1.2 kilometers in
around 40 minutes, local
party officials said.

Bareilly, located at the

heart of Rohilkhand region
of western UP, is consid-
ered a bastion of the BJP.
This time the party has
picked Chhatrapal Gang-
war, a former junior minis-
ter in the state, over sitting
eight-time MP Santosh
Gangwar as its candidate
from Bareilly.

Modi held a mega poll
rally in support of BJP can-
didates in Aonla area of
Bareilly on Thursday. Bareil-
Iy will go to polls o May 7in
the third phase of the seven-
phase Lok Sabha palls.

In Bulandshahr, voting
could not startat the primary
sc¢hool in Chhotabas village
in the Pahasu area with vil-
lagers staying away over the
non-construction of a road.

However, after assurances
by administrative officials,
voting began there around 11
am.

BJP candidate Hema Ma-
lini told reporters that she
was hopeful of people voting
in favour of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

"I would not have been
the MP from Mathura had
opposition party candidates
worked even a little for the
constituency,” Malini said
while responding to a ques-
tion.

Claiming herselfto be the
‘gopi' (female devotee) of
‘Kanha', shesaid, "The prom-
ises I have made would be
fulfilled to receive the bless-
ings of Kanha." RLD presi-
dent Jayant Chaudhary,
along with his wife Charu
Chaudhary, turned up at a
booth in Mathura to cast
their votes.

"People are impressed by
the performance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the past 10 years and
that is why BJP is getting
support from them in a big
way," Jayant Chaudhary told
reporters.

In Baghpat, people from
all walks of life preferred to
vote early in the day to avoid
the scorching heat and also

clicked pictures at 'selfie’
points.

Tn Amroha, a woman died
at the Shivdwara East Sec-
ondary Scheol booth dur-
ing the secand phase of vot-
ing.

Officials said that Aamma
Khatoon (70), a resident of
Mohalla Shiy, died soon af-
ter coming out of the polling
station. District Magistrate
Rajesh Tyagi expressed re-
gret over the incident.

Cricketer Mohammad
Shami cast his vote in Am-
roha.

In Ghazabad, Union min-
ister VK Singh cast his vote
in the morning. Singh, the
sitting BJP MP from Ghazi-
abad, had announced not to
contest the elections this
time and the party fielded
former state government
minister Atul Garg as its
candidate.

After casting lis vote in
Aligarh, SP candidate Bijen-
dra Singh told reporters,
"The country is run by the
Constitution, not by emo-
tions and the voting taking
place in the country todayis
tosave the Constitution and
the truth. Therefore, T am
confident that this time, the
BJP will lose and the INDIA
alliance will win."

Tn Amroha, Congress can-
didate MP Danish Ali
claimed that there is a one-
sided atmosphere in the elee-
tionsand his BIP rival will be
far behind him.

11 members of organised crime
gang arrested, says Punjab DGP

Chandigarh

The Punjab Police Anti-
Gangster Task Force has
in a joint operation with
the central agencies and
the Jammu and Kashmir
Palice arrested 11 mem-
bers of an organised crim-
inal gang.

“In a major break-
through, #AGTF Punjab
in a joint operation with

Central & J&K
Police, has arrested 11
members of an organised
eriminal gang operated by
Charanjit Singh @ Raju
Shooter,” Punjab Direc-
tor General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said
in a post on X on Friday.

Raju Shooter is also
among those arrested.

Yadav said that the gang
was involved in Septem-
ber 2023 in a failed at-
tempt to loot a bank in
Dhotian village in Tarn
Taran during which a po-
lice officer was critically
wounded in firing by the
accused,

"On April 16, 2024 as-
sociates of Raju shooter
had orchestrated his es-
cape from Civil Hospital,
Tarn Taran where he was
admitted for treatment.”
the DGP said in his post.

He said that the arrest-
ed accused were involved
in organised criminal ac-
tivities such as attempt
to murder, robbery and
drug smuggling.

The DGP later in a
statement said that the
arrests were made during
a 48-hour-long operation

Yadav said that the
gang was involved

in September 2023
in a failed attempt
to loot a bank in
Dhotian village in
Tarn Taran during
which a police offi-
cer was critically
wounded in firing

by the accused.
carried out in different
parts of Punjab and Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The: police teams have
also  recovered four
weapons, including one
double barrel rifle, which
got stolen from Tarn
Taran-based gun house
on February 28, and three
pistols along with 26 live
cartridges from their pos-
session, he said.

Raju Shooter is the
kingpin of an organised
eriminal gang active in
the Majha region mainly
in districts, including Tarn
Taran, Amritsar and Am-
ritsar Rural, he said.

Yadav said that follow-
ing reliable inputs, AGTF

Punjab headed by Addi-
tional DGP Promod Ban
mobilised 12 police teams
under the supervision of
Additional 1G Sandeep
Goel to track gangster
Raju Shooter and his gang
members.

"Over 48 hours long op-
eration, which involved
meticulous intelligence
gathering, technical analy-
sis and swift action led to
the apprehension of Raju
Shooter and his 10 aides
from different parts of
Punjab and J&K." said the
DGP expressing gratitude
to the J&K Police and the
central agencies for their
enormous support to ac-
complish this operation.

Meanwhile, Goel said a
preliminary investigation
has revealed that six as-
sociates of Raju Shooter
had facilitated his escape
from the hospital earlier.

Out of six, the police
have arrested three facil-
itators, including Gulab
Singh, Husanpreet Singh
and Amritpal Singh alias
Chidhi, he said, adding
that a manhunt is on to
arrest another three fa-
cilitators.

Voters exercise franchise with enthusiasm

Aynish Tyagi
Bulandshahr/Hapur
Eligible voters exercised
their franchise enthusiasti-
cally in Bulandshahr and
Hapur on Friday. However,
the voting percentage re-
mained less as expected in
both the districts.

While 56.41% voter
turneutwas recorded in Bu-
landshahr, Hapur withessed
50.72% voter turnout. On
the other hand. 60% voting
took place in Khurja and
Secunderabad  assembly

Congress wants to give minorities
right to eat beef: CM Adityanath

Moradabad /Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Fri-
day said the Congress wants
to give minorities the rightto
eat beef, adding that this
amounted to allowing cow
slaughter.

"These shameless people
promise to provide theright
to eat 'gaumaans' (cow’s
meat), whereas our scrip-
tures call the cow mother.
They wish to give cows into
the hands of butehers. Will
India ever accept An
Uttar Pradesh BJP state-
ment quoted Adityanath as
saving.

The chief minister said
they wanted to give minori-
ties the liberty to eat the
food of their choice, “mean-
ing they are talking about al-
lowing cow slaughter”,

Adityanath was addr
ingan election rally in Bilari
inMoradabad district to gar-
ner support for BJP candi-

date Parmeshwar Lal Saini
for the Sambhal Lok Sabha

seat.

Echoing the recent
speeches by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the CM al-
leged the Congress intends to
seize the ‘stridhan’ (women's
wealth), and distribute it
among Rohingyas and
Bangladeshi infiltrators.

He claimed the Congress
in its manifesto has talked
about the X-ray of people's
property.

"This means that if some-
body has four rooms in his
home, two of those will be
taken away by them. Not
only this, the Congress savs
that it will take possession of
women's jewellery, the coun-
trywill never accept this,” he
said.

They had made such ef-
forts from 2004 to 2014 un-
der the UPA government,
Adityanath said.

"They had tried to give a
quota to Muslims out of the

reservation provided to the
SCs, STs and OBCs in Kar-
nataka," he said.

He referred to the Sachar
Committee recommenda-
tions, and said the Congress
wanted to implement it by
giving six per cent reserva-
tion to them out of the quo-
taforthe SCs, STs and OBCs.

Accusing the Congress of
double standards, he
claimed that former prime
minister Manmohan Singh
had said that Muslims have
the first right to the country's
resources.

The UP chief minister also
alleged the Congress is
hatching a conspiracy for
furtherdivision of the coun=
try.

Adityanath said it is being
said that "bhai-bahan" (re-
ferring to Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Privanka
GandhiVadra) are planning
to goto Ayodhya, the birth-
place of Lord Ram,

constituencies of which fall

in Gmlmm Budd]m Nagar

Lok Sabha constituency.

In many villages of Bu-
landshahr, people celebrat-
ed the election like a great
festival. While there were
reports of boyeott of voting
n muany villages, voting took
place everywhere after some
time. Minor altercations
were also reported at some
booths. But veting took place
peacefully in both the dis-
tricts.

Voting started at the
scheduled time of 7 aminal-
mostall the polling stations.

Over 60 pc voter turnout recorded
on 13 LS seats in Ra]asthan

Jaipur
Over 60 per cent turnout
was recorded in polling for 13
Lok Sabha seats on Thursday
in the second phase of the
Lok Sabha elections in Ra-
jasthan, according to the lat-
est figures from the lec-
tion Commission.

Polling had taken place in
the first phase on April 19 for
the other 12 parliamentary
constituencies in the state,
which sends 25 representa-
tives to Parliament.

The by-election for the
Bagidora assembly con-
stituency in Banswata dis-
trict was also held simulta-
neouslyon Friday. By 5 pm,
73.25 per cent voting took
place.

Barring a few confronta-
tions and complaints of fake
voting in Barmer-Jaisalmer,
polling was peaceful, offi-
cials said.

Accordingto official data,
60.61 per cent voter turnent
was recorded in the 13 con-
stituencies of Barmer-

Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Jalore,
Chittorgarh, Banswara,
Kota-Bundi, Tonk-Sawai
Madhopur, Ajmer, Pali,
Udaipur, Rajsamand, Kota
and Jhalawar-Baran.

Banswara-Dungarpur
recorded 69.97 per cent
votes, Barmer-Jaisalmer
70.12 and Ajmer 5347 per
cent.

Among other constituen-
cies, polling was 55.41 per
cent in Bhilwara, 63.48 in
Chittorgarh, 58.191n Jalore,
65.75 in Jhalawar-Baran,
60.82 in Jodhpur, 66.22 in
Kota, 53.81 in Rajsamand,

52.97 in Tonk Sawai-Mad-
hopur, 61.21in Udaipurand
54.97 in Pali.
The final figures will bere-
leased later.
Around 2.8 crore voters
were eligible to vote in the
second phase of the polls.
Voting began at 7 am and
ended at 6 pm.
Those who reached the
polling booths and were
standing in queue by 6 pm
were allowed to vote.
Enthusiasm was seen
among the people who lined
up at the polling booths to
cast votes,

Separatist ideology 'dead’ in J-K people realised it is futile, says Sajad Lone

Srinagar

The ideology of separatism is
"dead"in Jammu and Kash-
mir as people realised it is fu-
tile, separatist-turned-main-
stream politician Sajad Lone
said.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Peaple’s Conference (JKPC)
chief called for an end to vi-
olence, saying, "India is our
land and there is no ambi-
guity about that."

Asked if the separatist ide-
ology is dead and buried in

Jammu and Kashmir, Lone
said, "1 think yes, it is. 1
think it is dead. People see
that it was futile and T would
also add that the ball is in
Delhi's court (now)," said
Lone.

""Kashmiris are ready to be
a part of India but they are
Inoking at a dignified coex-
istence, they arenot looking
at the status of indignity or
(being) unequal Indians.

"They are looking at being
Indians with pride and at par

with an Indian from Gujarat

or Maharashtra or Tamil

Nadu," he added.
Lone, who is contesting

the Lok Sabha polls from
Baramulla constituency
one of the reasons he wants
to go to Parliament is to
strive and advocate for the
same setof laws for the chil-
dren of Kashmirand the rest
of the country.

He cited the example of
police verifications in Jam-
mu and Kashmir,

While policeverificationin
other parts of the country en-
tails checking if an individual
has any criminal antecedents

or if an FIR is registered
against them, in Kashmir,

the entire family tree is in-
vestigated, he said.

"So, if in a family of 500
people, cousins and second
cousins, one person is in-
volved in violence, 499 will
not get palice clearance. This
means they will not get a job,
they will not get a passport,
they can't participate in gov-
ernment contracts and prob-
ably they (government)
might even pass a law that

they can't get a bank loan,"
he said.

Lone also underlined the
importance of reintegration
in conflict resolution.

"Those who rebelled
against the system, how
much time will you give
them to reintegrateinto the
system? So, if' th are clean
for 10 years, it is time to
take the stigma off and let
them live like normal civil-
ians. This is done in all
civilised countries," he said.

At some polling stations,
voters started standing in
quenes since morning to
cast their votes. However,
due to extreme heat and
farmers being busy in har-
vesting the main crop wheat,
voting increased slowly.

Invillage Bigraun, peaple
voted enthusiastically, cele-
brating the elections like a
festival. Women voters
reached the polling station,
plaving dholak, singing
songs and dancing and cast
their votes.

Three devotees

killed 14 injured
after their vehi-

cle crashes into

truck in Nuh

Nuh

Three peaple, including an
8-vear-old gitl. were killed
and 14 others were injured
when  their  vehicle
rammed into a parked
truck on the KMP ex-
pressway here, police said
on Friday.

The accident took place
on Thursday night when
around 22 devotees in-
cluding eight children were
returing from Veindavan
to Punjab ina Tata tempo,
police said.

The tempo crashed into
astationary truck thatwas
parked without any park-
ing light, killing three peo-
pleon the spot and leaving
14 others injured, they
said.

The injured were rushed
to the hospital, they said.

The police have identi-
fied the deceased as Beena
(45) and Riti (8), While the
third deceased, a man, is
yet to be identified, they
said.
"Four seriously injured
were referred to medical
college, Nalhad and three
other injured were referred
to Rewari and Rohtak hos-
pitals. An FIR was regis-
tered against the truck
driver at Sadar Tauru po-
lice station,” said Krishan
Kumar, a spokesperson of
Nuh police.

The bodies were sent for
post-mortem and further
investigationis underway,
they added.
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‘Who knows if | will get an-
other chance to
play": Novak
Djokovic on
Paris Olympics
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Upbeat DC take on struggling Ml as playoff race intensifies

New Delhi

olstered by Rishabh Pant's

builliant batting form and in-

spiring leadership, the resur-

rected Delhi Capitals will aim

to continue their upward march in the

IPL points table when they take on an

inconsistent Mumbai Indians here on
Saturday.

The Capitals have endured a roller-

coasterseason so far, showing flashes of

brilliance while also suceumbing to em-
barrassing defeats.

But three wins inthe last four match-
es have helped them climb to the sixth
spotand a win against M will strength-
en their claim to a play off spot.

On the other hand, aftera familiar
poorstart, MI bounced back with three
wins in LhmI n\zxt tDuI matchc-\ but a

i by

R.:J&dlxan Ruya]s pui an end to their
resurgence. They are tottering on the
eighth place on the points table and can
ill-afford to lose.

DCsbiggest positive has undoubtedly
been skipper Rishabh Pant's form,
whichappears to be improving with each
game.

He has looked sharp behind the
stumps and seems to be batting with
freedom. He was at his belligerent best
during a match-winming unbeaten knock

Ganguly calls
for balance
between bat
and ball in IPL

New Delhi

Former India captain Sourav Gan-
guly on Friday urged the BCCI to
find a way to strike a balance be-
tween bat and ball, highlighting the
plight of the bowlers in the ongo-
ing Indian Premier League on flat
decks and extra batter in the form
of an Impact Player.

The pitches so far in the latest
edition of IPL have been a batters'
paradise. With power-hitters on
every side, teams have crossed the
200-run mark with ease.

"Not easy for the bowlers. They
are being carted all over and that's
one area that needs to be looked at
in the future, the balance between
bat and ball," Gangu}
of Delhi Capitals match against
Mumbai Indians.

Starting fram the ongoing sea-
son, the IPL governing body also
allowed bowlers to deliver a max-
imum of two bouncers in an at-
tempt to restore parity between
batting and bowling.

Some have flagged the 'Impact
Substitute rule as one of the rea-
sons behind the high-scoring
matches imbalance as teams are
now essentially playing with an ex-
tra batter which gives them the
freedom to go hard at the bowlers
leading to scores of 230 reaching
260-270,

The Capitals have scored over
400 runs in the two games that
they have played at their home
venue here,

Last week at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium, SRH amassed 125 runs
during the powerplay. Opener
Travis Head scored a blistering
16-ball fifty on his way to-a sensa-
tional 89 off just 32 deliveries.

"Our batting is also strong, we
have given away 400 runs but
scored them too. The wicket here
is too good, batting friendly wick-
et,” Ganguly added.

The former BCCI chief is not
the only one who has expressed
concern for the bowlers, the leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar had earlier
called for bigger boundaries.

against Gujarat Titans on Wednesday.

1t would be fair to say that the south-
paw s in prime position to make
squad for the T2o World Cup despite
stiff opposition from the likes of Sanju
Samson, Dinesh Karthik and Ishan Kis-
han.

In Jack Fraser-McGurk, DC have

found an able top-order batter who
can exploit the pDWLrplav but more is ex-

pected of opener Prithvi Shaw, given that
his only responsibi tobatas heis
used Impact Substitute.

David Warner missed out the previ-

Ganguly bats for Axar and Pant's
inclusion in T20 World Cup squad

New Delhi
Former captain Sourav Ganguly feels
Patel will book his place in the In-
dian team for the upcoming T20 World
Cup as he can be moved around in the

batting order depending on match sit-
uation.
Axar has bowled splendidly all sea-

son at an economy rate of 7.06 and
when promoted, he showed his batting
prowess against Gujarat Titans.

"Axar, is a certainty. Both Rishabh
and Axar are certainties for me at the
T20 World Cup. The way things are go-
ing in T20, Rohit will want sameone to
come at No. 8 and bat, give those 15-20
runs which Axar can easily do; and ifhe
needs someone to go and smack spin-
ners, Axar can do that as well.

“That's the advantage with Jadeja
and Axar, they are so talented and
gifted." Ganguly, Delhi Capitals' Di-
rector of Cricket, said on the eve of their
IPL clash agamst Mumbai Indians
here.

Ganguly, who has helped: the Tefi-
handed Axar with his batting, said the
all-rounder has the ability to bat in Tests
as well as T20s.

"You should have the ability to strike
the ball. You don'thave to have time for

techniquein T20 cricket. But your ba-
sics should be there and he's always had
that.

"When you see his batting in Tests for
India, he gets runs under pressure on
turning pitches. He has the ability to bat
but in T20 you need the ability to
strike and he does that when he's
pushed up and he gets a little more time
to settle and keep hitting.

"He's a tremendous cricketer - bats,
bowls, fields. He has the ability to bat
and can batin T20cr Heis avery
gifted cricketer,” Ganguly added.

Pant has shown that he has fully re-
covered from the injuries sustained dur-
ing his horrific car accident, scoring
three half-centuries in the ongoing
IPL. He was at his belligerent best
against the Gujarat Titans.

He islockedin abattle with the likes
of Sanju Samson, Ishan Kishan and Di-
nesh Karthik for the wicketkeeper's spot
but Ganguly is confident the 26-year-
old from Uttarakhand is a surety in the
Indian team

"Tlove Rlbhdh]l and Sanju. Rishabh
will go to the T20 World Cup. Sanju
mightalso go, not saying he shouldn't.
He is as good a player as anyone, and
keeps, bats, captains Rajasthan.

ous game, making way for Shai Hope,
who couldn't capitalise on the oppor-
tunity, and the veteran Australian might
‘e brought back in the playing X1.
Tristan Stubbs has time and again
proved he can be brutal with the bat
while Axar Patel also showcased his bat-

ting prowess when he was elevated up
the order in the four-run win against GT.

‘While the spin duo of Kuldeep Yaday
and Axar have bowled economically,
DC's fast bowling unit needs to step up,

Pace spearhead Anrich Nortjeis hav-
ing a forgettable season and has leaked
runs at 13.36 which has been a major
problem for Delhi.

The likes of Khaleel Ahmed, Mukesh
Kumar and Ishant Sharma have been
plagued by injuries Jeading to inconsis-
tent runs.

They were taken to the cleaners by
MI batters, who piled on 234/5 earlier
in the season. And DC would be wary of
asimilar performance.

MI's resurgence this season began
with a win against DCand the five-time
champions would hope for an encore in
the crucial clash.

For Mumbai, Rohit Sharma, Suryaku-
mar Yaday and Tilak Varma have got
runs but all of them have found form in
patehes. It's time for the likes of Tim
David, Ishan Kishan and skipper Hardik
Pandya to contribute a big way and take
some pressure off the top trio.

‘While the batting department has oc-
casionally looked good, the bowling re-
mains & massive cause of concern.
prit Bumrah has expectedly been
MI'sstandout bowler. He has led the at-

tack with 13 wickets at an econnmy rate
of 6.37.

However, newaddition Gerald Coet-
zee has been inconsistent in his maid-
en IPL Though he has an economy of
10.10, the South African pacer has ac-
counted for 12 wickets in eight games.

Bt barring the two seamers, Muim-
bai's bowling has disappointed.

SQUADS:

Delhi Capitals: Rishabh Pant (c),
David Warner, Abishek Porel, Ricky
Bhui, Yash Dhull, Shai Hope, Prithvi
Shaw, Tristan Stubbs, Kumar Kushagra,
Swastik Chikara, Ishant Sharma, Jhye
Richardson, Rasikh Dar Salam, V
Ostwal, Anrich Nortje, Mukesh Ku-
mar, Kuldeep Yadav, Praveen Dubey,
Khaleel Ahmed, Sumit Kumar, Axar Pa-
tel, Gulbadin Naib, Lalit Yadav, Jake
Fraser-McGurk.

Mumbai Indians: Hardik Pandya
(c), Rohit Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav,
Dewald Brevis, Jasprit Bumiah, Piyush
Chawla, Gerald Coetzee, Tim David,
Shreyas Gopal, Ishan Kishan (wk), An-
shul Kambuj, Kumar Kartikeya, Akash

Sharma, Romario Shepherd,
Arjun Tendulkar, Nuwan Thushara,
Tilak Varma, Harvik Desai, Nehal Wad-
hera, Luke Wood.

High-flying RR look to maintain
winning run against resurgent LSG

Lucknow

High-flying Rajasthan Royals will look
to continue their winning momentum
and consalidate their position at the top
when they take on a resurgent Lucknow
Super Giants, who would be gunning for
revenge at home inan IPL match here
on Saturday.

Former champions RR have looked
i ominous form this season with sev-
en wins fram eight games, and they
could be a tough nut to crack for LSG.

LSG; meanwhile, too have played
somegood ericket and are placed fourth
with five wing from eight games,

But going into Saturday's match,
RRwould certainly be the favowites as
they have registered a hat-trick of vie-
tories after a rare blip against Gujarat
Titans.

_Assam batter Rivan Parag has been
the flavour of the season for RRin the
batting department. The youngster
reinvented himsdlf and has been the
team’s highest scorer with 318 runs
from eight games.

The return to form of Yashasvi Jaisw-
al, who was struggling a bit this seasan,
has further sirengthened RR's batting,
While chasing a 180-run target in the
last game against Mumbai Indians,
Jaiswal smashed an unbeaten 104 off
60 balls to power his side to a com-
fortable nine-wicket win.

Jaiswal's return to form is something
RR's opponents should really be wor-
ried about given the devastation the
youngster and Jos Buttler can wreak at
the topof the order.

RR's hatting typically revolves around
skipper Sanju Samson, who has scored

There is a lot left in the tank Du Plessis
on RCB snapmg 51x-game losing streak

Hyderabad
Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper
Faf du Plessis expressed his delight at
his side ending its six-fixture losing
streak in the IPL, reminding one and
all that there is still a lot left in team's
tank.

Bottom-placed RCB emerged victo-
rious against third-ranked SunRisers
Hyderabad, winning by 35 runs. With
this win, RCB has twe successes in nine
clashes, having lost the remaining sev-

en.

“We have worked really hard for the
last two games to get to this poin " de
Plessis was quoted as saying in an
RCBrelease to the players in the dress-
ing room after the conguest on Thurs-
day.

"'We have scratched, we have fought,
and everyone can say that they feel like
they have given everything, so we de-
serve this feeling.

“We are all sitting here feeling we are
proud of ourwork, butthere isalotleft
inthe tank.”

Although RCB is not out of the play-
offs race yet, they have a lot of catch-
ing up to do still needing to win all their
remaining matches in order to stay in
contention for a play-off berth,

As for the SRH meet, du Plessis

took-a caleulated call in opting to bat
first. Ideally, during evening matches,
teams prefer to chage dne to the dew
factor.

But, given SRH's brutal outing with
the bat this season, especially batting
first, the decision was commendable
and was backed by assistant coach
Malolan Rangarajan.

“Faf, well done on taking the call of
batting first. It might have been a lit-
tle bit too obvious, but saying that
you want to bat first and make the op-
ponent do something diffevent; bril-

liant! And, to follow that up with the
start bath of yon (Du Plessis and Virat
Kohli) gave was brilliant,” he said.

Additionally, Rangarajan was also
all-praise for Rajat Patidar (50 runs off
20 balls) and Kam Sharma (2-29) for
their match-winning role.

“Rajat, high-quality innings. 1t felt
like the pitch was spinninga bit, keep-
ingabit low, but yonmade it look like
we were playing on a concrete pitch,”
he continued.

“You got us to a stage where even if
we lost a conple of wickets, we were
ahead of the game. To me, that was one
of the most important phases of the
game, and you stood uplike the cham-
pion you are.

“Karn, I remember speaking to you
maybe a week back, had a very honest
chat about how you felt about not
playing and the work you have put in
behind the scenes.

"Youworked very well specifically for
every batter before the game, and very
happy to see howyou ended up bowl-
ing today: well done,” concluded Ran-
garajan.

RCB next takes on Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad on Sunday before return-
ing home againstthe same side on May
4

314 runs so far, and with West Indian
Shimron Hetymer capable of hitting top
gear, the 2008 TPL champions have a
potent lineup.

The likes of Rovman Powell and
Dhruv Jurel, though, need to con-
tribute more.

RR also boast of a potent howling at-
tack comprising the experienced Trent
Boult, Avesh Khan and Sandeep Shar-
ma, whose 5 for 18 against Mumbai In-
dians has really fired up the side.

The team's spin department is also in
the safe hands of the experienced duo
of Yuzvendra Chahal and R. Ashwin, al-
though the latter has struggled this sea-
son.

Chuhal, however, is RR's best bowler
with 13 wickets from eight games.

LSG, on the other hand, would be
seeking revenge after having lost the
first tie to RR by 20 runs this season.

Besides revenge, LSG would look to
register a hat-trick of victories aand
scale up in the leaderboard. KL Rahul's
side is also on a high after two succes-

el

Wiy

4 .
sivewin, but the India player knows the
shorteomings in the top order.

‘When Rahul and his opening partner
Quinton de Kock are on fire, LSG's bat-
ting looks ominous. The problem aris-
es when the opening duo hasan off day.

That area was, however, covered by
Marcus Stoinis in their last game
against Chennai Super Kings, where the
Australian scored an unbeaten centu-
™

D::::pite losing Rahul and de Kock
catly in the chase of 210/4, Stomis
played one of the best knocks in this
TPL, remaining unbeaten on 124 off 63
balls to hand LSG a six-wicket win.

Stoinis' return to form augurs well for
LSG middle-order, where the likes of
Devdutt Padikkal, Nicholas Pooran
and Deepak Hooda need to take up
more responsibility.

On the bowling front, LSG would be
hoping their pace sensation Mayank Ya-
dav is fit for the RR game after sitting
out fora few games due to a lower ab-
dominal strain.

Nethra Kumanan secures
India's second Paris
Olympics quota in sailing

New Delhi

Nethra Kumanan on Friday se-
cured India's second Paris Olympics
quota in sailing, claiming it under
the Emerging Nations Program
bannerat the Last Chance Regatta,
an Olympic qualifier, in Hyeres,
France.

Nethra, who has competed in the
Tokyo Games three years ago, was
competing in the

women's dinghy (ILCA 6).

Nethra managed 67 net points to
finish fifth on the overall leader-
board. However, she secured the
Olympic quota as the top performer
among sailors from the Emerging
Nations Program (ENP) who had
not yet obtained a quata.

World Sailing, the world goyern-
ing body for the sport, aims to help
athletes from less well-known sail-
ing nations make an impact at the
top: level through its ENP pro-
gramme.

The top three sailors first se-
cured the Olympic quotas in the
women's dinghy - Romania’s Ebru
Bolat (36 net points), Marilena

Makri of Cyprus (37 net points) and
Slovenia's Lin Pletikos (54 net
points).
Six-time Olympian Tatiana Droz-
dovskaya (59 net points), compet-
ing as an individual neutral athlete,
came fourth and missed out.

The Last Chance Regatta is the fi-
nal qualifying event in sailing for
the Paris 2024 Olympics.
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Ex-Pak PM
Nawaz Sharif
set to become
party president
yet again
Lahore:
Three-time former pnme
minister Nawaz Sharif is
all set 1o hecome the pres-
ident af his party, PML-N,
SCVen years nf(cr he was
W the apex

court from ho]drng any
public post, the party an-
nouneed here on Frida

A sepnior  Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leitcler 10ld PTI
thit Nawnz, 74, will be
elected president of the
ruling party on May ui
in p meeting of the party

leadership,

In 2017, the Sgpreme
Court of Pakistan disqual-
ified Nowsz as premier
and party president for

his alleged vorruption in
cpses reluted to the Pan-
ama Papers revelations
abont his flegal wealth
stashed abroad.

PMLN Punjnh presi-
dent Rana Sanaullah told
i press conforence that a
decision to make Nawaz
Sharif president of the
party again has been fak-
£n ata party meetng,

YA resolution  was
passed at  the party
mesting foday to make
the elder Sharif PML-N

resident o undo the in-
Justice nieted out to him
(Nawaz) in 2017 by the
Suprenie Court,” Sanaul-
Ty s,

The party will request
Naveaz on his return trom
China to accept the pres-
ident’s office of the party.

Nawaz is currently on
i five-day private visit to
China,

Advt Contact:
9818-199941
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China is not afraid of competition,
Xi ]1np1ng tells Antony Blinken

Beijing:

parring over @ host
Sof differences, in-

cludling China's
support to Russia over

Ukraine war and
mounting U8 pressure
an Beijing to stop Hood-
ing global markets with
cheap goods, Ching and
the US on Priday man-
nged to reach d five-
Folm CONSENsUS 10 St
hlise strained ties after
a testy meeling between
President Xi Jinping and
Seeretary of State An-
tony Blinken here.

A defiant Xi  told
Blinken that Ching s not
aftaid of competition
as the US top diplomat
raised concerng - about
Beijing's suppart for
Russia in the Ukiaie
war and the country's
“dangerous actiond” in
the South China Sea in
ils escalating conflict
with the Philippines as
well ss tensions in the
Taiwan Strait in recent

months.

Xi told Blinken that
China is willing o co-
aperate withthe US put
conpération should be a

two-waly street.

"China is not afraid of
competition, but coni-
petition should be about
common progress, not
a zero-sin garme," Xi
said, official media re-

orted.

Xi said China is com-
mitted o non-slign-
ment but the U8 should
not form small circles --
an apparent referenos
{0 the ALURUS, (Aus-
tralia, UK, US) nucleas
submarine deal as well

as the Guad (US, !.ud.u
Al j]

ar containing its ise,

Xi said both sides can
have their friends and
partners and should re-
frain from rargeting, op-
posing ordamaging each

e also ealled on the
LS to be a pnr:ner of
China and nat 10 “say
one thing and do anoth-
er.

"The

two  eountries

shiould be 1ers, not
rival llmpaﬁuuld he
true 1o their words and
be resolute in deeds,
rither than saying one
thing and doing anoth-
er.” X said.

Ie asked the US to
view China's develop-
ment positively so that
hifateral relations could
he stahilised.

T his medin intere-
tion after meeting Xi,
Blinken did not mince
words  asserting  that

the T8, TS and NATO
counfries  want

to stop Russin's defence
industrial ‘base failing
which Beijing has ta face
additivnal measures.

‘The US has already
imposed  sanctions  on
more than 100 Chinese
entfities export controls
etr, Blinken ,

“We nre fully prepared
1o tike additional meas-
ures and I made it very
clear in my meetings to-
dhay”, he soid.

“There are profound
eoncerns ahout the ne-
tions the Chinese enter-
prises ave tnking tosup-
port Russia’s defence
industrial base beeause
this goes not only to the
immediate threat posed
by Russid in its aggre
slon dgainst Ukraine, it
goes 1o 4 medinm Tong
threat, many Europe-
ans feel Russia poses ta
them.” he said.

“All of us wre looking
at China 1o take steps
to curh this action. We
are also looking at the
actions we are flly pre-
pared to take if we don't
see a change”, he said.

24 more Indian fishermen
detained in Sri Lanka
repatriated to India

_Calombo:
Twenty-four Indian
fishermen who were de-
tained by the Sri Lan-
ka Navy for allegedly
fishing in the igland
nation's  waters were
on Friday repatvinted
to Indin, two days after
another group of five
indian fishermen were
sent to their homeland.

"Twenty-four  [ndian
fishermen  repatriated

from Sri Lanka They
have boarded from Co-
Tombo and ore currently
on their way home,” the
Indinn High Commission
in Colombao said in a post
on X,

On Wednesdaty, five Tn-
dian fishermen detained
by the Sri Lanka Navy
were repatrinted 10 In-
dia.

Larlier this month, 19
Indizn  fishermen  de-
tuirted by the Sri Lankn
Nuvy were repatriated to
India, the Indian Iigh
Commission said.

The fishermen issue
is A contentions one in
the ties between India
and’ Sri Lanka, with
Lankan Navy person-
nel even firing at Indian
fishermen in the Palk

Steait and seizing their
boats in several alleged
incidents of illegally en-
tering Sr1 Lankan tern-
tomial waters.

The Sri Lanka Navy
his so far held 23 Indian
trawlers and 178 Indian
fishermen for allegedly
fiching in the island na-
tion's waters thus far in
2024, and handed them
over to authorities for
legal action, the Sri Lan-
kan Navy late last month
confirmed in a statement.

On April 3, s many as
19 Indian fishermon. di
sained by the Sri Lanka
Navy were repatriated to
Indiat after being released
T authorities here.

The Palk Strait, g nar-
row strip of water sepa-
rating Tamil Nadu from
S Lanka, is a rich fighe
ing ground for fishermen
from both countries,

Fishermen from bath
countries are arrested
frequently for inadvert-
ently trespassing into
euch other's waters.

in 2023, the island na-
ton's Mavy arrested 240
Indinn fishermen alon,
with 35 trawlers for al-
legedly poaching in Sri
Lankan waters,

'United team Pakistan' could defeat 'negative forces': Army chief Gen Munir

Telamabad:
Pakistun's Army ¢
General Sved Asim Mu-
nir said on Triday that
i "united team Pakistan®
could defeat “negative
mes'. as he asserted

negaiive a-
ganda and soclal m:;.
trolls eould not distract
the notion from march-
ing towards its develop-
ment and prosperity.

Addressing the Green
Pa]usl:mj. Initiative con-
ferenice, Gen. Munir said

that the country’s :|r|'nﬂ.l

forces, with the nation's
support, would defeat

all the inimical forces
bent on impeding Paki-
stan’s development and

prosperity, Geo News
reported.

11e asserted that neg-
-ative  propaganda . and
social media trolls could
not distraet the nation
from marching towards
its development  and
prosperity.

“Let us all reject nega-
tive forees together and
focus on Pakistan’s jour-
ney of development and
stability,” he was quoted
a8 saving

*We are all & united

team  Pokistan —  In-
shanllah (God willing),
with: the cooperation
and support of ihe peo-
plee, all efforts of those
who distmaet and ob-
struct Pakistan's devel-
opment journey will fail,”
he suid.

Stressing the need for
oveErpowering economic
challenges, Gen, Mu-
nir sail that complete
independence  without
economic stability is not
possible.

"I today’s era, com-
plete independence is
not possible without eco-
nomic stabili '." he said,
wiarning thit "noe insta-
hility will be tolerated”
n the country's journey
towards prosperity and
development.

Last month, the Army
chief assured the un-
wavering  resolve  of
the Army to support
the new Pakistan Bov-
ernment’s initistives
aimed al the cash-

stapped country's eeo-
nomic recm’ery.

ITe made the remarks
during  a  high-level
meeting  chared by
Prime Minister Sheh-
haz Sharif.

Pakistan's  powerful
Army. which has ruled
the country for more
than half of its 75-plus
vears of existence, has
wielded  considerable
power in matters of se-
curity and foreign poli-
L'

SBI Life launches IdeationX;
to encourage young minds
from B-Schools

New Delhi:
SBI Life Insurance, one
of the most trusted pri-
viste Jife insurance com-
panies in the eountry,
launched the 1stedition
of ‘IdeationX’, a pioneer-
mg initiative that prom-
ises  torevolutienizethe
future of the insurance
industry,

The ulrlmfnh\r plat-
form aims a1 engaging
and encouraging future
leaders from B-Schools
acrosqs the country o
think, innovate  and
present  unconventional
life insurance  golutions
that address consumers
evolving insurance needs
and contribute towards
reshapinglndia’s Tife in-
surance sector landseape.

The key ahjective he
hind this initiative is 1o
ivolve the youny minds
who are the future leaders
af the cotintry, to identify
vardous nswrance ndeds
and conceptualize prod-
uet solutiong jiddressing
thase needs.

India’s impemding as-
cenit to become 1he grd
largest economy by 2030
presents o wast opportu-
nity for the fife insurance
industry. With an insur-
anee penetration  of3%
in Inda, there is an im-
mense growth potential,
offering financinl securl-
1y, digital trunsformation,

joh ereation, and income
generation to millions. In
alignment with [RDARs
vision of Tnsurance for
All by 2047, SBI Life's
IdeationXaims  to in-
volve, inspired: empower
the young minds by nur-
turing o colture of inne-
vation and themght Jead-
enship that would prove
heneticial for consumers
and for the sector, in the
lpng run.

The inauguri edition
of SBI Lite IdeationX
witnessed  enthusiastic
participation from over
1006 yolng minds rep-
nwemmg B-Schools such
a8 NIA in Pune, NIRMA
in Ahmedabad, STES in
Mumbai, Kl Semaiya in
Mumbai, TMI in Kolka-
ta, BML Munjal in Gur-
gaon, TMT in Hyderaliad,
and XIME in Bangalore.
Around goo hudding stu-
dents were selected post
the seresning test and
the final round congisi-
ed of eight teams of five
members in' each team.
From these eight finalist
[Enms,)ﬂME-_Tlm'lgnlom
emerged ag the winner-
clairmng the coveted ti-
tle of SBI Life Tdeation X
winner, for its uncnnven-
tional idea that aims
address unigue insurance
needs of todays consum-
es and the industry at
Tarpe

Deloitte pegs India's FY25
GDP growth at 6.6%

New Delhi:
O 1 the back of ris-
g consumption
expenditure,  Tn-

dig's gross domestic
product (GDP) is hkelg,
to grow at 6.6 per cont in
the current year 2(
25 (FY25), Delvitte India
saidd on Friday.

In its quarterly Indid's
Leonomic Outiook re-
port, Deloitte Tndia also
ruisifd the FY2q4 GDP
growth prediction to 7.6-
7.8 per cent from 6.9-7.2
per cent in its January
report.

The consultancy said
that the rapid growth of
the middle-inconte cliss
in Indin has led 1o rising
purchasing power and
created demand for pre-
miun Juxury produdts
and services.

Fven as grawth in
consUmer spending
pust-pandentic his
been fluctuating, there
is a visible shift"in con-
sumption patterns, with
demand for luxury and
hi il products and
services growing faster
than demand for basic

gouds,
"With the expectation
that the number of mid-

dle- to high-income seg-
ment will be one in two
househiolds by 2o30/31,
up from ohe in four
currently, we believe
this mend will likely be-
come Forther amplified
driving overall private
vansumen expenditure
growth," it sai
According o Rumki
Majumdar,  economist
at Deleitie India, the dif-

sively  narrowing" as
gmw\h pieks up pace.

"Strong growth num-
bers over the past two
years: have hi'_{ped the
economy 1o earch up
with the pre-COVID
teenids, Investnient,
hacked hy swong gov-
crament spending on in-

frastructure, has helped
India maintain a steady
recovery  momentum,”
Majurndarsail.

The consultancy, how-
ever, added that inflz-
tion is expected to re-
main ahove the Reseryve
Bank of Tndia's target
level of 4 per cent over
the forecast period due
1o strong econonlic ac-
tivi

Faor FY26, Deloitte has
predicted India's GDP 1o
ow at £.75 per ceni on
e back of pate cuts.
“The global economy
is expected to witness a
synehtanous vebound in
2025 as major election
uncertdinties get sort-
ed out and the central
banks of the West may
annaunce a couple of
rate culs later in 2024.
Tidia will Tikely see im-
proved capital flows and
a rebound in exports,”
Majumdaradded,

The development
comes just davs after
the International Mone-
tiry Fund (IMF) raised
Indin's growth forecust
for FYzs5 10 6,8 per cent
from 6.5 per'cent an the
back of sirong domes-
tic dembind 4nd a rising
»mrldng ige pupuialmn

In Ap the World
Bark had upgr.!ded In-
dia's FYes GDP growth
forecast 1o 6.6 per cent
from 6.4 per cent earlier.

Deloitte's predictions
are, however, lower than
the projections by the
Reserve Bank of India,
which expecis the Tndi-
an econonly to grow 7
per eent in Fyag,

Markets snap five- day rally Sensex tumbles over 600 pts

Mumbai:

Market benchmarks Sen-
sex and Nifty wilted under
selling pressure an Friday
after a five-tay rally as
investors pared exposure
1o banking, financial and
consumer durable st
amid mixed trends in
glohal markets.

Riging global crude
prices, a  depreciating
rupez and persistent
foreign fund  outflows
further weighed on sen-
timent, teaders said.

PR R

Profit-taking dlso
came into play as the

Jo-share BSE Sens.l
tanked Gogi28  peints

or 0.82 per cent to set-
tlesat 73,730:16. During
the day, it lost 72279
points or 0.97 per cent
to 73,016,

The NSE Nifty de-
clined 15040 points
or 0,67 per centl o
22.419.05.

Bvijuj Finnnee  was
the biggest drag on the
Sengex chart, skidding
nenrly 8 per cant after
the company’s March
quarter earnings fniled
to cheer investors. Ba-

jij Finserv also declined
over 3 per cent.
Indusind Bank, Nes-
tlé, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Mahindrs &
Mahindri were among
the other Iaggards,
Meanwhile, Tech ¥Ma-
hindra jumped over 7 per
cent after the [T serviees
company's CEO outlined
‘an ambitious three-vear
roadmap to accelérite
reverue growth und Jift
Mmargins.
ipro. ITC, UltraTech

Cernent, Titan and Axis
Bank were ameng the
gainers,

"The fall was on ex-
petted lines as both the

enchmurk indices lind
rallied for five straight
sessians, angd profit-tak-
ing has been due for
gome time.,

"Correction is also at-
tribnited to global factors
after the Japanese Yen
] to a new g4-vear low
and disappointing US
data pushed its bench-

ek vields to over 4.7

Iwr cent, thus worsen-
ng hopes of an interest
rate cut in the mediom
term,” said Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Re-
seareh), Mehtn Equities
Lid.

In  Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai
and Mong Kong setiled
in the positive lerritory.

European  markets
were  trading in the
green. Wall Street end-
ed lower on Thuesday.

Saketh Seven
Star Industries
to introduce
Rawlplug tools
in India

mg powerhouses, Saketh
Seven Star Industries L
(SSSIT) and  Rawlplug
Products and Services In-
ihig LitL, have joined fore-
o5 fo usher in 2 new erd of
innevation  andexcellence
in  Indin's  engineering
sector, This monumen-
tal p.mnm’.h:i; miarks the
official launch ofRawipl-

ugitlndianndundesseare-
suconunitmenttoredifine-
thefuturecfeonstruetio-
nandengineeringacross
thenation.

Rooted i« rich hsto-
vy af engineering imge—
nuity, Rimdphig  froces
its origing hack 1o 1887
whenRawlingsBroth-
ers asmallplumbin-
gﬂndelenlricﬁlengl-
neeringeompany, wis-
foundedinLondon,
Thecompany'shreak-
thirougheameinioiowhen-
itinventediheworld'sfirst-
wallplug, revolutioniz-
ingtheconstroction  and
DIY industries. Renamed
Rawlplug i 1919 the
company has since
at thefurefrontoffix-
ingtechnologyandiools-
fortheconstructionin-
dustry,offeringacompre-
hensiverangeofproducts
andservicesthatselindns-
trystandiinds,

“Additionally,  Saketh
Seven Star Industries Ltd
(SSSIL) stands as one of
the top 10 companies in-
Maharashira,  providing
Zine and Aluminum flake
coating and M i
Zing eeating for in-house-
produets, serving i a reli-
able backup for premiom
{instener companies within
the region, With acom-
mitment to quality and
irnovation, SSSIL has es-
Lﬂlll;lk!i]m[ﬂsn truisted
pariner in  theengineer-

mghmdsenpe,  drivingfor-
wardthevisionofarobust

Indlia.




FiLm

TOP STORY, Dewti, Satusoay 27, Apius 2024

[ wanted the story to be
rooted in our culture 'Inspector

Rishi' director J S

New Delhi

riter-film-

muker J S

Nandhini,

who
earned praise for her new
series "Inspector Rishi", says
the idea was to tell a super~
natural horror thriller that is
relatable to people and is
rooted in the culture of the
place it is setin.

The 10-episode Prime
Video series, starring Naveen
Chandra, Sunainaa, Kanna
Ravi and SriKrishna Dayal,
revolves around inspector
Rishi Nandhan (Chandra)
who is investigating a series
of bizarre murders taking
place ina small mountain vil-
lage near Coimbatore.

"When 1 started research-
ing about who the spirit could
be, 1 wanted the story to be

has

Aditi Rao
Hydari applauds
Bhansali’s
dedication to
authentic
storytelling

Mumbai
midst the buzz
surrounding the
much-anticipat-
d release of San-
jay Leela Bhansali's debut
web series ‘Heeramandi:
The Diamond Bazaar’, actor
Aditi Rao Hydari offered a
glimpse into her journey
portraying the character of
Bibbojaan in the project.

As she steps into the en-
chanting world of ‘Heera-
mandi: The Diamond
Bazaar', Aditi unveils the
layers of her character, de-
scribing Bibbojaan as a fig-
ure adorned with inno-
cence, lovalty, and a heart
as soft as the morning dew.

Expressing her heartfelt
gratitude for the nvalu-
able mentorship and love
she received during the
filmmaking process, Aditi
fondly recalls her experi-
ences working alongside
the visionary director.

“Sanjay sir is not just a
filmmaker, he's a beacon of
inspiration. His guidance
transcends mere instrue-
tion; it's akin to a gentle
hand leading you through
the labyrinth of creativi-
y,” she shared in-an inter-
view.

In the ethereal realm of
‘Heeramandi’, where every
glance tells a story and
every whisper holds a se-
cret, Aditi finds herselfim-
mersed in a tapestry of
emotions and narratives
woven by Bhansali's mas-
terful hands. “His charac-
ters breathe life into the
sereen, each one a testa-
ment to his unparalleled
craftsmanship,” Aditi said.

INSP!

10

rooted in our culture. T want-
ed it to be something that
people from the villages and
from ourlocal towns are fa-
miliar with, to go into those
deeper spiritual beliefs and
those superstitions of the vil-

lages," Nandhini said in an in-
terview.

Chandra, who essayed the
roleofinspector Rishi, said he
grew up listening to such
stories from his grandmoth-
er.

"Thelong to a place called
Ballari (Karnataka), which
is close to Humpi. So Theard
allthese stories that if you go
out by evening, 7pm, there's
a demon waiting for you.
That will hurt you or kill you

Nandhini

or do something, 1 don't be-
lieve in supernatural pow-
ers but T grew up on thesesto-
ries," he said.

Actor Ravi, who plays a
sub-inspector in the series
and helps Rishi in his inves-
tigation, said he found the
seript very appealing and
could even visualise the
seenes as heread it.

"The writing was so grip-
ping and T could visnalise
what allshe wrote. 1thought
it would be a nice series if T
become u part of this and 1
would love to perform in this
and to see these visuals.

"1 felt like I haven't done
anything like this before, so1
will do horror: Apart from the
horror, I liked the way she
covered all the things to-
gether"

Sunainaa, another cast

member, said she generally
doesn't like going through
the seripts but the narration
of "Inspector Rishi " made
her curious to read every-
thing, including for her part
of a female guard.

"It was a collection of sus-
pense, horror and thrill " s
added.

Dayal, who plays forest of-
ficer Sathya in the series,
said Nandini's seript was very
visual in pature.

"When we read the text,
the images start reflecting,
those images are the capti-
vating portion. When you
actually see the series, it’s so
beautiful because all those
takes have come out. The
characters have just jumped
out of that screen and they
just coloured the entirespace.
It's 50 beautiful to see that."

Hamare Modiji Song Launched at Grand
Press Conference by Haripriyaa Bharggav

New Delhi
he Constitution
Club of India wit-
nessed a momen-
tous event as the
Hamare Madiji Song was
launched in the presence of
esteemed guests, Tarun
Chugh (General Seeretary
BJP), Virender Sachdeva
(President Delhi BJP), and
Sumeet Bhasin (Director
PPRC), Manoj Joshi (Ac-
tor), Sanjoy Bharggav. The
press conference, which
garnered significant at-
tention, showcased the re-
lease of the video and au-
dio versions of the song
in nine different languag
The Hamare Modiji
Song is a tribute to the
honorable Prime Minister
of India, Narendra Modi,

and his contributions to
the nation's development.
It also highlights the
essence of Sanatan Dhar-
ma, emphasizing the val-

Ayushmann Khurrana
poses with Dua Lipa, Dev

Mumbai
epresenting India
at the TIME100
Gala in New York,
Ayushmann

Khwrrana looked dapper as
he posed with global icons
Dua Lipa, actor Dev Patel, ac-
tor Uma Thurman, and pop
star Kylie Minogue.

Taking to Instagram,
Ayushmann treated fans with
series of pictures from Time’s
100 Gala.

Ayushmann dressed in an
all-black ensemble happily
posed with Dua Lipa, Dev Pa-
tel, Uma Thurman and Kylie
Minogue.

He also posted a video of
him interacting and having
conversation with Dua Lipa,

Sharing the pictures, he
wrote, “It is the @time of the
disruptors! Honoured to be a
part of the #TIME100 Gala
this year and having met the
most brilliant minds and
artistes of our generation.”

As soon as the post was
shared, fans and industry
members chimed in thecom-
ment section.

Tahira Kashyap com-
mented, “Amazingg,”

Al Fazal wrote, "Wow con-
grats bhai. Super super
achievement!!”

Ektaa R Kapoor dropped a

Patel at TIME100 Gala

comment, which read, “Gor-
geous man inside out.”

One of the users wrote,
“So so proud of you. This is
Ayushmann Khurranaworld
domination.”

Ayushmann has been ho-
noured twice by TIME Mag-
azine. In 2023, he was hon-
oured with the TIME100 Im-
pact Award. He wasthe only
Indian to be chosen for the
award. In 2020, he was cho-
senas one of the magazine's
100 Most Influential People
in the World.

Talking about Ayushmann
Khurrana's work front, he
has established himself as a
successful actor with his de-
but film, ‘Vicky Donor'.

ues and principles that
guide our society. The song
encapsulates the remark-
able achievements and

transformative work un-

dertaken by the BJP and
Prime. Minister Modi for
the betterment of India.
With a duration of six
minutes, the Hamare Mod-

iji Song features renowned
singers who have lent their
vaices to this melodious
composition in various lan-
guages. The entire con-
ceptualization of the song
has been masterfully exe-
cuted by Haripriyaa
Bharggav, a member of the
Sanatan Sanskrutik Sangh.

The launch event was 4
resounding success, at-
tracting widespread me-
dia attention and appreci-
ation from the audience.
The Hamare Modiji Song
is expected to resonmate
with people actoss the
country, serving as a re-
minder of the remarkable
progress achieved under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi and the
BJP.

ctar

AN KA
o Chopra Jonas
J shared glimpse
) of ‘bring your
= baby to work’
day asshe
took
her

daughter
Malti
Marie to
the sets

of State’.
The actor
shared
cute photos.

Taking to
Instagram sto-
ries,  Priyanka
treated fans with new
pictures from ‘Heads of
State’ sets but this time it is
extra special as it features
Malti, The image captured
Malti sitting on her lap and.
can be seen interacting with
the people on the sets.Shar-
ing the photo, she wrote,
“Bring your baby to work

Zendaya on what

made her

“Nervous”

about ‘Challengers’

Washington
merican actor and
singer Zendava
shared her work-
ing experience in
Luca Guadagnino's directo-
rial ‘Challengers’. She shared
aseries of pictures and videos
from the sets with her co-
stars, Mike Faist and Josh
O'Connor, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

She shared how “nervous”
she was, saying, “Alittle bts
dump in honor of @chal-
lengersmovie eoming out in
a couple days. This is my
first time leading a flm in this
wiy 50 ya girls been nervous
but everyone’s excitement
and encouragement has
meant the world to me,” she
captioned the Instagram post.
“I'm so honored that T get to
do this beside these incredi-
bly talented, brilliant (and
hilarious) people and on be-
half of all of us, we hope you
enjoy the filmand again.. try
not to judge the characters
too much lol but also #team-
tashi.”

Inthevideos Zendaya ean
be seen working out with a
bouncy ball and training ona
tennis court, O'Connor tries
to flipa plastic bottle so that
it Jands upright, and Faist in
hairand makeup. In the last
video, O'Conner and Faist
kiss a tennis racquet with
s wig from the
seemingly referencing
the scene from the trailer
that went viral of their char-
acters both kissing her.

day.”

1n the next picture, Priyan-
ka can be seen playing with
Malti. Privanka on Wednes-
day took to her Instagram ac-
couint to share behind-the-
seenes

the next picture,
Priyanka can be seen
playing with Malti.
Priyanka on Wednesday
TN took to her Instagram ac-
count to share behind-the-
scenes pictures of her
from shoot

diaries.

pictures
of her from shoot diaries The
‘Barfi” actress looked stun-
ning in a radiant selfie. She
wore a cool pair of sunglass-
es and posed with a river in
the background.

Earlier. Priyanka gave

Zendaya, known for her
role as Rue Bennett in “Eu-
phoria’, has been getting ma-
jorprojects in the last sever-
al vears. This ineludes ‘Dune”
and 'Dune: Part Two',

She said that before start-
ing the shoot for ‘Chal-
lengers’, she asked Dune co-
star Timothee Chalamet for
advice about working with
Guadagnino.

“He said wonderful
things,” Zendaya told THR.
“Luca is brilliant, and T've
wanted towork with Luea for
averylong time, and this just
seemed like the absalute per-
fect thing. When we firstmet
about the script he had such
a keen, deep understanding
of the characters from the be-
ginning and a clearer idea of
the kind of movie he wanted
to create. And the script was
brilliant, [writer] Justin Ku-
ritzkes is so talented and I'm
so happy for him. So it all
made sense.”

The film, which Zendaya
also produces, follows her
character, Tashi, a tennis-
pro-turned-coach, who
transforms her husband,
Art (Faist), from a mediocre
player to a world-famous
grand slam champion.
When he enters a losing
streak, she arranges a chal-
lenger event — one of the
lowest-level tournaments
in tennis — between Art
and Patrick (O'Cormor), her
husband’s former best
friend and Tashi’s ex-
boyfriend. !

Priyanka Chopra enjoys work

glimpses of her recent vaca-
tion in Switzerland, taking a
break from her busy sched-
ule.

‘Heads Of State’, is an up-
coming action comedy fea-
turing Idris Elba, John Cena,
and Jack Quaid in key roles,
under the direction of lya
Naishuller.

Alongside, she re-
cently announced
her involvement
in The Bluff, di-
rected by Frank
E Flowers.
Priyanka
also an-
nounced her
new film incol-
laboration with
the production
team of Barry
Avrich’s new feature
documentary ‘Born
Hungry’ as a producer.

On the Bollywood front,
she will be seen in Farhan
Akhtar's next directorial ‘Jee
Le Zaraa' alongside Katrina
Kaifand Alia Bhatt. Howev-
er, no update has been pro-
vided on the film since the
announcement was made a
couple of years ago.






